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Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Seeing  the  Unbelievable 


IF  SOMEONE  had  told  you  a  year 
—  or  even  six  months  —  ago  that 
Berlin's  infamous  wall  would  crum- 
ble in  1989,  would  you  have  believed 
it? 

Personally,  I  would  have  thought 
that  such  a  prophet  had  been  eating 
too  much  weiner  schnitzel. 

Then  came  last  November.  We  all 
gaped  as  television  network  film 
crews  showed  jubilant  crowds  cele- 
brating beside  and  atop  the  wall 
separating  East  and  West  Berlin. 

Only  recently,  East  Germans  had 
died  trying  to  cross  the  wall  into 
West  Berlin.  Now  people  of  that 
same  country  were  belting  the  con- 
crete barrier  with  hammers  and 
picks  —  really  shellacking  the 
thing.  Entrepreneurs  were  even  sell- 
ing pieces  of  this,  the  most  visible 
symbol  of  the  cold  war. 

An  amazing  turn  of  events 

Talk  about  a  turn  of  events.  The 
headline  on  Newsweek's  November 
20  (1989)  special  report  on  the  wall's 
demise  read,  "Is  It  Possible?" 

In  subsequent  weeks,  we  witnessed 
equally  startling  reforms  in  other 
Soviet  Bloc  nations,  including  Po- 
land, Hungary,  Czechoslovakia,  and 
Bulgaria. 

All  of  a  sudden,  many  of  our  old 
categories  and  boxes  for  perceiving 
the  world  no  longer  fit.  In  Eastern 
Europe,  the  unexpected  became  the 
predictable. 

I  was  reminded  of  God's  words  to 
Habakkuk:  "Look  at  the  nations  and 
watch  —  and  be  utterly  amazed.  For 
I  am  going  to  do  something  in  your 


days  that  you  would  not  believe, 
even  if  you  were  told"  (Hab.  1:2).*  It 
seemed  as  if  God's  message  to  the 
Old  Testament  prophet  applied  to 
what  we  were  seeing  on  our  TV 
screens. 

God  of  surprises 

The  recent  world  events  impressed 
upon  me  that  just  as  we  tend  to  put 
people  and  nations  into  tidy  boxes 
and  categories  —  often  only  to  see 
our  stereotypes  shattered  —  we 
likewise  tend  to  encapsulate  God.  As 
author  J.B.  Phillips  said,  our  "God  is 
too  small."  We  limit  God  by  assum- 
ing that  He  will  think  or  act  the  way 
we  finite  humans  do. 

On  the  contrary,  God  says,  "My 
thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways." 
And,  "As  the  heavens  are  higher 
than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  ways"  (Isa.  55:8, 
9).  And  so,  we  have  a  God  of  sur- 
prises. 

That's  evident  in  the  Scriptures. 
Think  of  Mary  at  the  wedding  in 
Cana.  When  she  told  Jesus  the  wine 
had  run  out,  she  surely  expected 
Him  to  do  something.  Maybe  He 
could  locate  wine  from  a  local  source 
or  send  the  disciples  and  servants  to 
buy  or  borrow  some.  But  did  she 
really  expect  Jesus  to  turn  the  water 
into  wine?  I  think  this  miracle  was 
more  than  even  Mary  expected. 

And  what  about  the  scared  and 
frustrated  disciples  when  they  shook 
Jesus  awake  in  the  boat  on  stormy 

*Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from  the 
New  International  Version. 


Galilee?  What  did  they  really  expect 
him  to  do?  Help  bail  out  the  boat? 
Help  navigate?  Pray?  At  least  show 
a  little  concern? 

I  doubt  that  any  of  the  disciples 
expected  Jesus  to  tell  the  storm  to 
stop.  After  this  miracle,  the  apostles 
"were  terrified  and  asked  each 
other,  'Who  is  this?'  " 

Later,  when  the  crippled  beggar 
asked  Peter  and  John  for  money,  he 
probably  expected  a  few  coins  —  at 
best.  Instead,  God  instantly  healed 
him  through  the  two  disciples, 
prompting  the  beggar  to  walk  and 
jump  and  praise  God. 

Space  doesn't  permit  a  full  listing 
of  these  Providential  surprises, 
when  God  acts  beyond  man's  wildest 
hopes  and  expectations.  But  a  good 
summary  is  provided  by  the  Apostle 
Paul,  who  told  the  Ephesians  that 
God  "is  able  to  do  immeasurably 
more  than  all  we  ask  or  imagine" 
(Eph.  3:20). 

Breaking  down  walls 

As  the  Berlin  wall  incident  so 
graphically  showed,  we  live  in  a 
changing  world.  Just  what  is  God 
doing?  And  what  does  his  sovereign 
plan  hold? 

Many  Christians  would  say  we've 
landed  in  the  middle  of  the  last  days 
described  in  Bible  prophecy,  though 
we  all  know  the  dangers  and  fal- 
lacies of  trying  to  set  God's  time- 
table.* 

What  is  safe  to  assume,  however, 
is  that  God  has  lots  more  surprises 
in  store  for  us,  for  His  church,  and 
for  the  world  at  large. 

But  the  biggest  wonder  of  them  all 
is  how  the  eternal,  omnipotent  God 
chose  to  demolish  the  biggest  wall  of 
all  —  our  sin  —  through  the  gift  of 
His  Son  Jesus.  Each  day  worldwide, 
hundreds  —  if  not  thousands  —  of 
individuals  accept  this  gift  and  find 
peace  with  Him. 

With  Christ,  each  day  is  an  adven- 
ture. And,  as  the  late  C.S.  Lewis 
said  in  his  autobiography,  we  are 
"surprised  by  joy." 

Truly,  we  live  in  exciting  days. 
And  Christianity  is  definitely  not 
boring.  [t] 

*Edgar  Whisenant's  book  predicting  a 
1988  rapture  sold  4.3  million  copies.  Then 
the  retired  NASA  engineer's  second  book, 
proposing  a  September  1,  1989,  rapture, 
sold  only  about  30,000  copies.  When  last 
September  1  came  and  went,  Whisenant 
could  only  say,  "I  gave  it  my  best  shot." 
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AS  ONE  of  the  dozen  or  so  people 
who  was  involved  in  both  the 
Denominational  Planning  Retreat 
and  the  General  Conference  Execu- 
tive Council  meeting  during  the 
week  of  November  27  to  December 
1,  I  was  asked  to  try  to  convey  my 
impressions  of  "the  week  that  was." 

As  most  of  you  know,  the  pastor 
and  one  lay  leader  from  each  Breth- 
ren Church  were  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  a  long-term  planning  retreat 
at  Beulah  Beach  Retreat  Center  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  from 
November  27  to  29. 

The  response  was  overwhelming! 
People  committed  themselves  to 
spend  the  extra  time  necessary  to 
undertake  some  planning  for  our 
denomination.  This  almost  certainly 
was  the  largest  and  longest  plan- 
ning session  The  Brethren  Church 
has  ever  held. 

While  I  don't  think  anyone  feels 
that  we  have  all  of  the  answers  for 
the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
the  process  of  seeking  Divine  guid- 
ance and  vision  for  our  denomina- 

Dr.  Hollinger,  a  surgeon  with  a  prac- 
tice in  Goshen,  Indiana,  is  a  member  of 
the  Jefferson  Brethren  Church  and  serves 
on  the  General  Conference  Executive 
Council. 


tion  was  evident  throughout  the 
week.  I  sense  a  real  openness  to  a 
reawakening  of  ways  that  the  de- 
nomination can  become  involved 
with  the  church  at  the  grass  roots  in 
a  meaningful  manner.  And  I  sense  a 
real  sensitivity  to  preserving  things 
that  need  to  be  preserved  as  well  as 
an  openness  to  making  the  changes 
that  are  necessary  in  order  to  help 
the  church  become  more  effective  as 
we  move  into  the  years  ahead. 

On  Friday,  December  1,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Executive  Council 
(GCEC)  met  at  Ashland  to  follow  up 
on  the  planning  retreat.  In  this 
meeting  GCEC  attempted  to  juggle 
further  the  priorities  and  immediate 
goals  in  which  the  church  could  be 
involved,  as  well  as  trying  to  set 
some  longer-term  strategy.  The  proc- 
ess is  painstaking  and  frustrating, 
but  I  left  that  "upper  room"  with  a 
distinct  assurance  that  God  through 
His  Holy  Spirit  had  indeed  answered 
the  prayers  of  hundreds  of  Brethren 
who  were  honestly  seeking  His  will 
for  the  future  of  The  Brethren 
Church. 

May  we  spend  the  next  weeks  and 
months  continuing  to  seek  His  guid- 
ance as  we  seek  to  more  closely 
model  His  will  for  our  lives  on  a  day- 
to-day  basis  as  His  Church.  [t] 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


48  HOURS 


The  denominational  planning  retreat  lasted  just  48  hours,  but  it  could 
have  a  significant  impact  on  the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

By  Ronald  W.  Waters,  Director  of  Brethren  Church  Ministries. 


THE  Denominational  Planning 
Retreat  was  held  November  27- 
29,  1989,  at  Beulah  Beach  Retreat 
Center  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie 
near  Vermilion,  Ohio.  The  chilly 
wind  off  the  lake  did  not  cool  the 
warmth  of  the  spirit  of  love  and  co- 
operation among  retreat  participants. 

When  we  selected  the  retreat  cen- 
ter in  July,  we  believed  participa- 
tion by  100  Brethren  would  be  a  sig- 
nificant accomplishment.  In  all,  147 
pastors  and  lay  leaders  were  present 
from  Brethren  churches  from  every 
district  east  of  the  Rockies. 

The  48  hours  together  was  an 
intensive  time.  Dr.  Mary  Ellen 
Drushal,  General  Conference  Moder- 
ator and  Associate  Professor  of  Chris- 
tian Education  and  Church  Admin- 
istration at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  led  participants  through 
a  planning  process  that  directed  us 
to  examine  our  strengths  and  our 


Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal,  who  provided 
excellent  leadership  for  the  retreat,  with 
the  motto  she  kept  before  participants: 
"Brethren,  Be  on  the  Alert!" 

weaknesses  as  a  denomination.  The 
remainder  of  the  time  was  spent  in 
small  group  activities  designed  to 
focus  on  ways  we  could  overcome  our 
weak    areas    and    discover    God's 


priorities  for  us  as  a  church  for  the 
last  decade  of  this  century. 

Prayer  was  an  important  part  of 
the  process.  Dr.  Drushal  said  that 
perhaps  no  other  gathering  of  Breth- 
ren had  ever  been  bathed  in  so  much 
prayer,  as  weeks  before  the  event 
pastors  and  congregations  upheld 
the  retreat  before  God's  throne.  At 
intervals  during  the  retreat,  partici- 
pants took  time  to  ask  anew  for 
God's  guidance  in  the  process  and 
for  strength  to  carry  these  plans  for- 
ward. And  at  the  conclusion,  we  all 
covenanted  to  pray  daily  for  Dr. 
Drushal  and  Rev.  Jim  Sluss,  Confer- 
ence Moderator  and  Moderator- 
Elect,  for  God's  guidance  and  en- 
couragement in  the  coming  year. 

Areas  of  need  were  honed  down 
from  hundreds  of  concerns  to  45 
more  specific  needs,  then  to  11 
priorities.  These  priorities  are: 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Reflections  on  the  Retreat 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  retreat,  participants  were  asked  to  reflect  on  the  event  by  writing  brief  an- 
swers to  two  questions.  Following  is  a  representative  sampling  of  their  answers. 


What  stands  out  in  your  mind 
about  the  retreat? 

"Opportunities  to  hear  and  be 
heard." 

"Participation  of  the  lay  people 
in  the  process  contributed  greatly." 

"The  cooperative  spirit." 

"More  honesty  than  has  been 
seen  in  some  time." 

"Satisfying  to  know  my  opinions 
were  important." 

"The  wisdom  and  mind  of  Christ 
unfolding  through  prayer  and 
group  interaction." 

"The  desire  for  the  church  to  be 
all  that  God  intends." 

"I've  prayed  for  this  for  years." 

"The  wonderful  love  our  denomi- 


national leaders  have  for  us  all." 

"I  moved  from  skepticism  to  ap- 
preciation." 

"The  openmindedness  of  the 
people  and  the  prayerful  attitude." 

"We  dropped  our  defensive  posi- 
tions and  worked  together." 

"Brethren  commitment  to  con- 
tinue God's  work." 

What  do  you  hope  to  see  hap- 
pen as  a  result  of  this  retreat? 

"That  every  Brethren  church 
catch  a  vision  for  the  future  and 
begin  to  accomplish  the  work  the 
Lord  has  given  them  to  do." 

"That  the  church  go  forward 
with  direction  and  purpose." 

"I'd  like  to  see  the  same  thing 


happen  in  my  local  church  and  in 
the  districts." 

"Healthy,  growing  churches  with 
a  vision." 

"God's  lost  people  found  and  my 
church  to  grow." 

"The  beginning  of  a  new  working 
relationship  that  will  bring  solu- 
tions." 

"Action!  Action!  Action!" 

"That  no  one  here  will  ever  ac- 
cept mediocrity  again." 

"The  name  of  God  be  glorified, 
praised,  and  honored  behind  the 
pulpit  and  in  the  pew." 

"Our  church  will  no  longer  be 
the  same.  I  have  hope." 

"Don't  let  the  vision  die." 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 

1.  Spiritual  formation 

2.  Evangelism 

3.  Church  planting 

4.  Communication 

5.  Developing  lay  ministry 

6.  Unified  vision 

7.  Leadership  development 

8.  Pastoral  care 

9.  Stewardship 

10.  Regional  focus 

11.  Denominational  interaction 
Specific  goals,  objectives,  and  (in 

some   cases)   strategies   were   iden- 
tified for  each  of  these  priorities. 


These  priorities  are  being  referred 
for  further  study  and  implementa- 
tion to  the  appropriate  commissions, 
new  task  forces,  the  General  Confer- 
ence Executive  Council  (GCEC),  and 
the  Missionary  Board. 

As  the  retreat  concluded,  there 
was  a  general  sense  that  we  had 
been  part  of  something  of  historic 
significance  to  the  future  life  and 
ministry  of  The  Brethren  Church. 
But  the  real  dividends  from  the  re- 
treat depend  on  what  is  done  with 
the  inspiring  and  insightful  ideas 
that   were   generated.   Members   of 


GCEC  and  those  of  us  working  in 
the  National  Office  have  committed 
ourselves  to  move  forward  in  imple- 
menting plans  based  on  these 
priorities. 

Please  be  in  prayer  for  your  na- 
tional leaders  as  they  implement 
these  plans.  And  pray,  too,  for 
Brethren  churches  as  they  initiate  a 
similar  planning  process  at  the  local 
level.  [t] 


The  48  hours  of  the  retreat  were  an  intense  time  of  discussion,  praying,  visionary 
thinking,  and  of  setting  goals  for  the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church. 


GCEC  Responds 
to  the  Planning  Retreat 

The  General  Conference  Executive 
Council  (GCEC)  met  Friday,  De- 
cember 1,  following  the  Denomina- 
tional Planning  Retreat.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  reports  and  some  routine 
business,  the  bulk  of  the  time  was 
spent  reviewing  the  priorities  gener- 
ated at  the  retreat. 

In  light  of  the  11  priorities,  Mod- 
erator Drushal  challenged  GCEC 
members  to  identify  "what  is  urgent" 
—  what  must  we  do  now  to  begin  im- 
plementation of  a  forward  thrust  for 
The  Brethren  Church. 

From  the  priorities,  GCEC  mem- 
bers identified  two  particular  needs 
for  first  emphasis:  spiritual  formation 
and  a  unified  vision.  Detailed  infor- 
mation related  to  these  priorities  will 
be  forthcoming. 


Retreat  Participants  Express  Their  Thanks 


Several  Brethren  people  made  sizable 
financial  contributions  toward  the  cost 
of  the  retreat.  Retreat  participants  were 
given  an  opportunity  to  write  a  brief  ex- 
pression of  appreciation  to  these  people. 
Many  of  these  "thank  you's"  indicate  the 
value  of  this  retreat,  as  this  sampling 
reveals. 

"In  36  years  of  Brethren  minis- 
try, I  feel  this  meeting  to  be  of 
greatest  importance  for  future 
growth  in  The  Brethren  Church 
since  the  1939  split!  A  very  special 
thanks  to  the  ones  who  provided 
funds.  ..."  Pastor 

"The  past  two  days  have  given 
me  a  greater  sense  of  direction 
and  purpose  within  The  Brethren 
Church  than  I  would  have  ima- 
gined. I  think  that  most  laity  feel 
they  don't  belong  in  this  process.  I 
pray  that  this  process  will  be  re- 
peated on  the  local  church  level 
.  .  .  ."  Layman 

"This  has  been  one  of  the  most 


beneficial  experiences  in  my  minis- 
try. ...  I  have  a  much  better  han- 
dle on  leading  my  own  church  be- 
cause of  this  time.  Thank  you  so 
much  for  your  vision  and  commit- 
ment to  make  this  possible."  Pastor 

".  .  .  Out  of  sessions  like  this  our 
church  will  regain  its  identity  and 
a  reawakening."  Lay  woman 

"I  doubt  if  we  would  have  been 
able  to  participate  .  .  .  without  your 
support.  You  have  helped  us,  and  I 
believe  that  translates  into  historic 
help  for  The  Brethren  Church  and 
God's  Church."  Pastor 

"You  have  had  a  direct  impact  on 
both  the  present  and  the  future  of 
The  Brethren  Church."  Pastor 

"Great  progress  is  being  made  in 
moving  The  Brethren  Church  into 
the  future.  Your  generosity  will  af- 
fect our  lives."  Layman 

"...  We  ask  that  God  might  con- 
tinue blessing  you  in  special  ways. 
You  have  certainly  been  the  cata- 


lyst for  change!"  Laywoman 

"Thank  you  for  providing  a  way 
to  bring  someone  from  my  church. 
It  was  great  not  having  to  come  by 
myself."  Pastor 

"...  Through  [the  retreat]  I  wit- 
nessed the  mind  of  God  revealed 
through  His  people  from  many  dif- 
ferent places.  This  has  been  pro- 
foundly meaningful."  Layman 

"The  Lord  only  knows  how  much 
your  generosity  will  have  furthered 
the  Kingdom  of  God  through  The 
Brethren  Church.  I  pray  with  you 
that  your  gift  will  have  been  a 
milepost  in  our  effort  to  serve 
him."  Pastor 

"This  retreat  has  really  touched 
my  heart  beyond  measure.  Thank 
you   for  your   love   and  support." 

Layman 

"I  am  indebted  to  you  for  your 
vision  and  faith  in  The  Brethren 
Church  to  see  the  potential  in  this 
process."  Layman 
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Grab  Hold  of  Today! 

Some  timely  advice  for  the  beginning  of  the  New  Year,  by  G.  Roger  Schoenhals. 


YOU  SNEEZE.  Your  nose  runs. 
You  feel  tired  and  achy.  You 
probably  have  a  cold.  It's  nothing 
new,  is  it?  You've  had  lots  of  colds. 

So  has  nearly  everyone  else.  The 
symptoms  and  suffering  are  so  uni- 
versal we  refer  to  the  condition  as 
the  "common"  cold.  "Drink  lots  of 
liquid,  get  plenty  of  rest,  and  take 
aspirin.  Oh  yes,  chicken  soup  seems 
to  help." 

But  common  as  the  cold  is, 
another  malady  afflicts  us  even 
more  frequently.  Symptoms  include 
compound  laziness,  multiple  ex- 
cuses, and  the  incessant  use  of  the 
term  "tomorrow."  I  refer,  of  course, 
to  the  ailment  known  as  procrasti- 
nation. 

"I'll  spend  extra  time  with  the 
children  —  tomorrow." 

"I'll  be  more  loving  to  my  spouse 
—  tomorrow." 

"I'll  do  that  project  —  tomorrow." 

"I'll  start  exercising  on  a  regular 
basis  —  tomorrow." 

"I'll  diet  —  tomorrow." 

"I'll  devote  more  time  to  Bible 
study  and  prayer  —  tomorrow." 

Procrastination  is  subtle.  Sneaky. 
Before  we  know  it,  opportunities 
vanish  and  we  stand  staring  into  the 
sunset.  An  advertising  slogan  says, 
"Today  is  the  first  day  of  the  rest  of 
your  life."  That's  right!  Today,  not 
tomorrow. 

Tomorrow  is  illusive.  It's  always 
out  there  making  big  claims  for  it- 
self. But  it  never  really  comes. 
Every  day  is  "today."  We  are  born, 
we  live,  and  we  die  —  today.  Today 
is  all  we  have. 

We  can  plan  for  the  future.  We 
can  look  forward  to  tomorrow.  But 
we  can  only  live  today.  Whatever  we 
do,  we  must  do  today. 

The  Bible  says  little  about  tomor- 
row.   But    it    shouts    about   today. 

Mr.  Schoenhals  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  lives  in  Seatle,  Washington. 

January  1990 


".  .  .  now  is  the  day  of  salvation."1 
"Today,  if  you  hear  his  voice,  do  not 
harden  your  hearts  .  .  .  ."2  "But  en- 
courage one  another  daily,  as  long 
as  it  is  called  Today  .  .  .  ."3  "Do  not 
boast  about  tomorrow,  for  you  do  not 
know  what  a  day  may  bring  forth."4 
So  shake  off  "laterittis."  Grab  hold 
of  today.  Seize  every  opportunity.  Go 
get  'em  —  today! 

A  Three-Fold  Prescription 

Okay,  so  how  do  we  do  it?  How 
can  we  change  our  habits  of  procras- 
tination? Here's  a  three-fold  pre- 
scription. 

First,  make  a  list.  Do  it  first  thing 
in  the  morning.  Identify  the  things 
you  will  accomplish  during  the  day. 
Make  it  reasonable.  Listing  400 
things  will  only  produce  frustration. 

Rank  your  list.  Instead  of  begin- 
ning with  the  easy  stuff,  start  right 
out  with  the  hard  ones.  Do  them 
first,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  will  be 
down  hill. 

Second,  reward  yourself.  Checking 
off  a  finished  project  can  bring  satis- 
faction. I've  even  been  known  to  add 
things  to  my  list  that  I  had  already 
done,  just  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
checking  them  off.  You  could  also 
reward  yourself  by  doing  something 
special  after  finishing  your  list. 
Have  a  cup  of  coffee.  Take  a  walk. 
Read  a  magazine.  Pamper  yourself. 

Third,  be  accountable.  You  might 
share  your  list  with  other  family 


members,  a  friend,  or  a  business  as- 
sociate. Lay  your  list  in  front  of  you 
on  your  desk.  Better  yet,  tape  it  to 
your  phone.  If  you're  in  the  home, 
put  it  somewhere  conspicuous. 

Having  someone  remind  you  of 
your  goals  is  not  all  that  bad.  Un- 
less, of  course,  it's  something  you've 
been  putting  off  day  after  day. 

King  Solomon  used  the  term 
"sluggard"5  to  describe  the  procras- 
tinators  of  his  day.  The  word  still 
fits.  Consider  the  slug  the  next  time 
you  feel  like  saying  "tomorrow." 

The  wise  king  had  a  better  way  to 
face  the  day:  "Whatever  your  hand 
finds  to  do,  do  it  with  all  your  might, 
for  in  the  grave,  where  you  are 
going,  there  is  neither  working  nor 
planning  nor  knowledge  nor  wis- 
dom."6 

What  if  you  fail  to  complete  your 
list?  Should  you  stick  your  head  in  a 
meat  grinder?  Don't  be  too  hard  on 
yourself.  After  all,  if  you  always 
accomplish  your  daily  goals,  you're 
probably  reaching  too  low.  Better  to 
try  and  fail  than  to  fail  to  try.  Be 
forgiving. 

1  put  off  writing  this  article  for  too 
long.  This  morning  I  told  myself  I 
was  going  to  do  it  today.  And  I  did! 

1 II  Corinthians  6:2b.  (Scripture  quota- 
tions are  from  the  New  International  Ver- 
sion.) 

2  Hebrews  3:15a 

3  Hebrews  3:13a 

4  Proverbs  27:1 

5  Proverbs  6:9 

6  Ecclesiastes  9:10 
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The  Consequences  of  Procrastination. 


Interim  Pastors: 

How  They  Can  Help  Brethren  Churches 


By  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff 


THE  INTERIM  PASTORATE,  al- 
though not  altogether  new  in 
The  Brethren  Church,  is  a  ministry 
opportunity  that  is  receiving  consid- 
erably more  emphasis  at  this  time. 
The  need  for  interim  pastors  is 
great,  more  so  than  in  the  past. 

A  review  of  our  church  history 
would  indicate  that  many  church 
situations  could  have  been  helped 
had  it  been  possible  for  a  concerned, 
qualified  minister  to  move  into  a 
church  for  a  brief  period  between  the 
leaving  of  one  pastor  and  the  coming 
of  another.  Be  that  as  it  may,  today's 
shortage  of  available  pastors  and  the 
length  of  time  it  takes  for  a  church 
in  most  cases  to  secure  a  new  pastor 
make  the  need  for  this  special  kind 
of  ministry  even  greater. 

Having  seen  this  need,  my  wife, 
Polly,  and  I  dedicated  ourselves  to 
the  interim  pastorate  ministry  dur- 
ing the  past  six  years.  Our  en- 
deavors have  taken  us  to  Brethren 
congregations  in  North  Carolina, 
Indiana,  Florida,  and  Ohio.  We  did 
not  go  seeking  the  churches,  but 
answered  their  calls  to  service.  Our 
one  regret  is  that  we  were  not  able 
to  help  more  of  the  churches  that 


called  us,  simply  because  we  were 
already  in  service  to  another  congre- 
gation. 

Some  of  our  other  Brethren  elders 
have  witnessed  the  need  and  have 
seen  from  our  example  what  can  be 
accomplished.  They  likewise  feel  led, 
now  or  later,  to  make  themselves 
available  for  this  special  ministry. 
In  the  light  of  this,  I  have  been 
asked  to  put  into  writing  some  of  the 
pros  and  cons,  procedures,  purposes, 
etc.,  of  my  experience  as  an  interim 
pastor. 

Definition 

What  is  an  "interim  pastor"?  An 
interim  pastor  is  a  minister  (retired) 
who  serves,  loves,  lives  with,  and 
works  with  a  congregation  during 
the  time  between  the  leaving  of  one 
pastor  and  the  arrival  of  another. 

The  length  of  service  varies.  Ours 
ranged  from  one  or  two  weeks  to  two 
interim  pastorates  that  lasted  for 
more  than  a  year  each.  There  is  no 
way  to  determine  in  advance  how 
long  the  term  of  service  will  be.  Be- 
cause of  this,  an  interim  pastor 
going  into  a  church  should  make  no 
commitments    beyond    that   church 


Rev.  Ben- 
shoff served 
The  Brethren 
Church  in  full- 
time  Christian 
ministry  for  45 
years  —  IOV2 
of  those  as 
editor  of  The 
Brethren 
Evangelist 
and  the  rest  as 
pastor.  Since 
his  retirement  from  full-time  pastoral 
ministry  in  October  1983,  he  has 
served  five  congregations  as  interim 
pastor:  the  Icard,  N.C.,  First  Brethren 
Church  in  November  1984;  the  Roann, 


Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church  in  July  and 
August  1985;  the  Muncie,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  in  September  1985;  the 
Hillcrest  (Dayton,  Ohio)  Brethren 
Church  from  November  1986  to  De- 
cember 1987;  and  the  Sarasota,  Fla., 
First  Brethren  Church  from  June  1988  to 
June  1989. 

In  addition  to  these  interim  pastor- 
ates, he  served  as  associate  pastor  of 
the  Bradenton,  Fla.,  Brethren  Church 
from  December  1984  to  April  1985;  and 
pastor  of  the  Williamstown,  Ohio,  Breth- 
ren Church  from  October  1985  to  Novem- 
ber 1986.  He  and  his  wife,  Pauline 
(Polly),  are  currently  taking  a  much- 
deserved  rest  at  their  home  near  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 


until  he  definitely  knows  when  he 
will  conclude  his  ministry  there. 

The  need 

A  change  of  pastors  is  always  a 
traumatic  time  for  a  church.  No 
matter  under  what  circumstances 
the  previous  pastor  left,  his  depar- 
ture creates  a  time  of  unrest  and  un- 
certainty, and  leaves  the  church 
with  the  question,  "Where  do  we  go 
from  here?" 

There  are  three  kinds  of  depar- 
tures of  a  pastor  from  a  church:  A. 
Positive;  B.  Negative;  C.  Circum- 
stantial. 

A.  Positive.  This  is  where  the 
pastor  and  congregation  have  ef- 
fected a  rich,  productive,  and  grow- 
ing ministry.  The  pastor  and  his 
wife  (family)  have  won  themselves 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people.  He  has 
ministered  well,  and  people  have 
grown  spiritually  under  his  minis- 
try. But  after  some  years,  the  pastor 
feels  that  his  ministry  in  that  con- 
gregation has  peaked  and  that  the 
Lord  has  called  him  to  another 
church. 

In  such  a  case,  the  public  an- 
nouncement of  the  pastor's  resig- 
nation hits  like  a  bomb,  leaving  a 
stunned  people.  Sometimes  resent- 
ment sets  in,  as  people  go  through 
an  extended  period  of  unrest.  For 
some  this  will  result  in  a  reaction  of 
acute  loyalty,  manifesting  itself  in 
statements  such  as,  "If  our  pastor 
goes,  we  go."  At  any  rate,  no  matter 
how  well  the  church's  affairs  have 
been  administered,  no  matter  how 
dedicated  to  prayer  and  to  seeking 
the  will  of  the  Lord  the  people  may 
be,  there  is  nevertheless  an  atmos- 
phere of  lostness,  of  people  being 
"sheep  without  a  shepherd." 

In  such  a  situation,  a  qualified, 
experienced  interim  pastor  can  come 
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and  explain  the  situation,  begin  to 
restore  harmony,  and  begin  helping 
the  congregation  adjust  to  life  with- 
out "their  favorite  pastor."  He  can 
also  help  them  begin  looking  for 
another  pastor.  Most  churches  re- 
spond well  to  such  a  ministry,  and 
before  long,  with  no  offense  to  the 
departing  pastor,  they  begin  looking 
forward  to  the  coming  of  "their  new 
minister." 

Negative:  This  is  a  situation  in 
which  there  has  been  such  a  break- 
down in  relationships  that  the  pas- 
tor felt  forced  to  resign,  or  was  voted 
out.  The  reasons  for  this  happening 
are  legion,  but  regardless  of  the 
reason,  the  situation  is  nearly  al- 
ways two-sided.  The  result  is  often  a 
divided  congregation,  sometimes 
even  to  the  extent  that  the  church 
splits.  Sometimes  the  departing  pas- 
tor takes  a  group  of  the  members 
with  him  and  forms  another  group. 
Or  a  group  of  dissatisfied  members 
leaves  and  goes  elsewhere. 

In  situations  of  this  kind,  when 
the  church  is  divided,  the  interim 
pastor  must  be  very  careful  not  to 
take  sides.  He  needs  to  court  the 
good  will  of  all  the  members  and 
seek  in  a  prayerful  manner  to  bring 
them  together  into  a  working  body 
of  believers.  By  doing  so,  he  can 
have  an  effective  ministry.  (The  new 
incoming  pastor  would  do  well  to  fol- 
low this  counsel  as  well.) 

Circumstantial:  Pastors  some- 
times become  ill  or  are  even  taken 
by  death  and  cannot  continue  their 
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ministries.  In  such  cases  the  congre- 
gation looks  for  consolation,  the 
means  to  accept  the  situation,  and 
the  ability  to  move  forward  in  such 
ways  as  to  be  a  credit  to  the  minister 
who  has  left  them  through  no  fault 
of  his  own.  Such  a  church  is  in  spe- 
cial need  of  an  interim  pastor  who  is 
sensitive  to  what  has  happened  and 
who  will  seek  to  lead  the  people  to 
greater  heights  of  service  to  the 
Lord  while  they  await  a  new  pastor. 
Whatever  the  circumstances 
under  which  a  pastor  leaves  a 
church,  there  is  a  need  for  an  in- 
terim pastor  to  bridge  the  gap  and  to 
properly  prepare  the  congregation  to 
look  for,  pray  for,  receive,  and  work 
with  a  new  pastor.  No  two  churches 
will  be  the  same  in  their  needs. 

The  person 

What  kind  of  person  is  this  in- 
terim pastor?  First,  he  is  a  short- 
term  pastor.  The  congregation  does 
not  expect  him  to  serve  them  very 
long,  nor  should  he.  He  has  a 
specific  job  —  to  help  the  church  face 
reality,  work  together,  seek  a  new 
pastor,  and  prepare  for  his  coming. 
The  length  of  his  call  and  the  nature 
and  purpose  of  his  ministry  should 
be  understood  by  the  congregation. 
Even  though  he  may  develop  a 
ministry  that  brings  the  people  close 
to  him,  he  must  hold  before  them 
the  goal  of  finding  and  preparing  to 
receive  a  new  pastor. 

He  should  be  a  person  who  is  in- 
sanely optimistic.  The  interim  pas- 


torate is  no  place  for  a  minister  who 
is  down-in-the-mouth  about  every- 
thing. Optimism  in  outlook  and 
word  is  an  absolute  necessity,  or  else 
the  church's  needs  will  not  be 
met.  The  congregation  is  already 
facing  a  crisis  of  "shall  we  go  on  or 
not,"  without  the  interim  pastor 
coming  in  and  joining  the  nega- 
tivists. 

Even  if  the  interim  pastor  cannot 
see  anything  to  be  optimistic  about 
except  a  vision  of  what  can  be,  he 
must  work  on  that.  He  must  let 
people  know  that  it  is  their  responsi- 
bility to  pull  together  and  to  make 
things  work.  He  is  the  church's  hope 
of  survival.  He  must  not  betray 
them.  Even  if  they  would  all  vote 
"no"  on  optimism,  he  must  vote 
"yes." 

Another  absolute  requirement  of 
an  interim  pastor  is  that  he  be  dedi- 
cated without  reservation  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  He  needs  to  feel 
called  of  God  to  this  specific  work. 
The  interim  pastorate  is  not  a  retire- 
ment hobby  —  something  a  retired 
elder  does  to  keep  himself  busy.  The 
word  retired  in  this  case  is  almost  a 
misnomer.  It  is  used  to  indicate  a 
person  who  is  free  from  regular  pas- 
toral ministry  and  who  is  free  to 
come  and  go  in  interim  pastorates  as 
opportunities  present  themselves. 

The  interim  pastor  must  be  a  man 
who  understands  and  practices  the 
following:  tact,  diplomacy,  patience, 
prayer,  love  for  the  people,  a  willing- 
ness to  listen  to  others  and  to  pray 
with  them.  Other  important  qualifi- 
cations include  leadership,  the  abil- 
ity to  give  and  receive  suggestions, 
and  organizational  expertise. 

He  must  also  be  able  to  plan,  and 
he  must  work  with  congregational 
leaders  in  those  areas  of  church  life 
that  need  help.  He  dare  not  be  a  dic- 
tator. Every  phase  of  his  work  must 
be  done  in  the  atmosphere  of  "We 
are  a  people  working  together  for 
the  Lord;  so  let's  work  this  out  and 
let's  do  it  together."  Getting  others 
to  work  for  the  total  program  of  the 
church  will  give  them  a  sense  of 
meaning  and  purpose.  The  interim 
pastor's  business  is  to  get  the  people 
doing  the  work  of  the  church  to  the 
glory  of  God. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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'A  review  of  our  church  history  would  indicate  that  many  church  situa- 
tions could  have  been  helped  had  it  been  possible  for  a  concerned, 
qualified  minister  to  move  into  a  church  for  a  brief  period  between  the 
leaving  of  one  pastor  and  the  coming  of  another." 


(continued  from  previous  page) 

The  interim  pastor's  wife 

An  elder's  wife  is  also  included  in 
the  ministry  of  an  interim  pastor. 
Lovely  as  she  is,  she  must  be  just  as 
willing  to  enter  into  this  special 
ministry  as  her  husband. 

As  a  retired  couple,  they  will  prob- 
ably be  living  in  their  own  home. 
We  will  call  this  their  home  base  — 
where  they  live  when  they  aren't 
somewhere  else.  Their  children  will 
be  raised  and  on  their  own.  Because 
of  the  requirements  of  this  special 
type  of  ministry,  it  cannot  be  carried 
out  by  a  couple  that  has  the  respon- 
sibilities of  children  or  others  in  the 
home. 

The  couple  needs  the  freedom  to 
pick  up  and  go  from  home  base  for 
such  periods  of  time  as  churches 
may  need  them.  They  cannot  be  in- 
volved in  affairs  at  their  home  base 
and  still  have  an  effective  ministry 
in  an  interim  pastorate.  The  church 
they  serve  may  be  hundreds  of  miles 
away.  If  an  elder  and  his  wife  cannot 
leave  home  in  this  manner,  they 
should  not  consider  the  interim  pas- 
torate. 

On  the  other  hand,  occasional  vis- 
its to  home  base  and  with  family 
members  will  be  possible.  But  the 
interim  pastor  and  his  wife  must  re- 
member that  the  church  they  are 
serving  must  be  their  number  one 
priority  for  their  time  and  effort. 
The  truth  is,  an  interim  pastorate 
often  proves  to  be  more  demanding 
than  a  regular  pastorate.  Since  time 
is  limited,  the  interim  pastor  will 
need  to  live  closer  to  the  people  and 
work  with  them  in  a  more  concen- 
trated way  in  order  to  accomplish 
the  job.  Nevertheless  the  results  are 
worth  it. 

The  interim  pastor  and  his  wife 
will  need  to  be  able  to  live  with  a 
minimum  of  personal  belongings. 
This  is  not  a  ministry  in  which  a 
van  backs  up  to  their  home  base  and 
moves  all  their  belongings  to  the  in- 
terim location. 

It  is  the  church's  responsibility  to 
provide  housing.   For  us,  the  con- 


gregations comfortably  furnished 
their  parsonages  with  enough  furni- 
ture and  other  things  to  make  it  liv- 
able for  two  people.  Brethren  people 
have  lots  more  furniture  than  they 
use.  We  have  slept  in  one  family's 
bed,  cooked  with  another's  pots  and 
pans,  eaten  at  another's  breakfast 
table,  and  sat  on  someone  else's 
davenport  and  chairs.  In  one  place, 
we  lived  in  a  furnished  apartment 
provided  by  the  church.  We  have 
never  suffered  any  hardship  any 
place  we  have  been.  (You'd  be  sur- 
prised how  much  you  can  live  with- 
out. When  it's  all  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  to  help  other  people,  there's  no 
problem.) 

Funding 

This  matter  can  easily  be  resolved. 
The  ministry  of  the  interim  pastor  is 
no  less  important  than  that  of  the 
former  pastor  or  of  the  one  to  come. 
It  is  also  a  full-time  ministry.  Re- 
muneration should  be  somewhere 
between  what  was  being  paid  to  the 
former  pastor  and  what  the  congre- 
gation anticipates  paying  the  new 
minister.  This  includes  all  benefits 
of  a  regular  pastor's  package.  For  a 
congregation  to  do  less  would  be  to 
diminish  the  importance  of  this  in- 
terim ministry  and  downgrade  the 
interim  pastor's  devotion  and  service 
to  the  Lord  and  His  church. 

The  interim  pastor  is  a  profes- 
sional doing  a  special  work  for  the 
congregation,  which  has  called  him 
for  that  purpose.  Any  retirement  or 
social  security  income  he  is  receiv- 
ing should  not  be  considered  in  set- 
ting the  amount  the  church  will  pay 
him.  An  interim  pastor  is  not  a  "sup- 
ply pastor"  whom  a  church  can  get 
for  twenty-five  dollars  a  service.  (In 
my  six  years  of  interim  pastoring, 
this  has  never  been  a  problem.  In 
fact,  the  churches  I  have  been 
privileged  to  serve  were  very  consid- 
erate of  our  needs  in  this  area.) 

My  philosophy 

The  following  is  my  philosophy  as 
an  interim  pastor. 
"I  am  first  of  all  the  servant  of  the 


'most  high  God.'  I  am  to  be  ready  to 
go  where  He  leads,  to  serve  as  He 
leads.  To  do  this,  I  must  be  yielded 
and  obedient  to  Him.  I  must  trust 
Him  for  guidance,  power,  and  provi- 
sion. To  do  His  will,  I  must  dedicate 
to  Him  and  use  the  natural  abilities 
with  which  He  has  endowed  me,  and 
the  training  and  experience  in  His 
work  I  have  gained  through  the 
years.  When  I  go  to  an  interim  pas- 
torate, I  must  understand  that  these 
people  have  a  special  need  which 
God  has  called  me  there  to  meet.  I 
am  God's  servant  to  them  (for  the 
time  being)  to  be  their  spiritual 
leader. 

"I  must  be  in  such  fellowship  and 
communion  with  the  Lord  day-by- 
day  that  I  can  be  mindful  of  any  'on- 
course'  corrections  God  has  in  mind. 
In  the  best  ways  possible,  I  must 
daily  seek  to  convey  God's  will  and 
message  for  His  people  to  them.  By 
the  power  and  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  this  can  be  done. 

"It  is  then  up  to  the  people  to  re- 
spond, not  to  my  call,  but  to  God's 
call.  What  happens  during  and  after 
my  ministry  with  them  will  be  ac- 
cording to  the  congregation's  will- 
ingness to  follow  in  His  way." 

Final  thoughts 

When  the  ministry  of  an  interim 
pastor  is  fulfilled  in  this  way,  it  is 
natural  for  many  people  of  the  con- 
gregation to  feel  warmly  toward  him 
and  his  wife.  This  is  normal  and 
represents  a  "foretaste  of  heaven 
divine."  Friendships  in  Christian 
love  are  made  that  shall  endure  for 
time  and  eternity. 

But  the  interim  pastor  must  con- 
tinually remind  members  of  the  con- 
gregation to  "look  unto  Jesus,  the 
Author  and  Finisher  of  our  faith." 
He's  the  One  the  pastor  seeks  to  set 
before  them.  When  an  interim  pas- 
tor prepares  to  leave  a  church,  and 
people  come  to  him  and  say,  "We 
really  hate  to  see  you  leave,  but  we 
are  so  thankful  we  have  a  new  pas- 
tor coming,"  then  he  will  know  that 
the  work  he  was  called  there  to  do  is 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Be  Authentic  Disciples 
Obey  Me 


The  second  of  four  articles  by  Moderator  Mary  Ellen  Drushal  on 
the  1990  General  Conference  theme.*  Text:  John  15:10-14. 


WHEN  I  was  five  years  old,  I 
experienced  a  trauma  from 
which  I  have  never  recovered.  For 
my  enjoyment,  my  dad  had  made  a 
huge  rope  swing  that  hung  from  an 
enormous  tree  in  our  front  yard.  I 
loved  that  swing,  and  every  day 
when  I  went  out  to  play,  I  pumped 
higher  and  higher  in  it.  I  felt  as 
though  I  could  fly  when  I  was  swing- 
ing in  my  swing. 

Across  the  street,  however,  lived  a 
nosy  neighbor  lady  who  was  fearful 
that  someday  I  might  fall  out  of  the 
swing  and  hurt  myself.  Every  time 
she  caught  me  swinging  really  high, 
she  would  call  my  mother  and  tattle 
on  me. 

I  received  ample  warnings  from 
my  parents  of  the  potential  conse- 
quences of  my  misdeeds,  but  I  could 
not  resist  the  feeling  of  defying 
gravity  that  came  when  I  was  alone 
in  my  swing.  Then  one  day,  another 
call  came  from  the  neighbor,  and 
Mother  instructed  my  older  brother 
to  go  out  and  cut  down  my  swing. 

Suffering  the  consequences 

Needless  to  say,  I  cried  and 
pleaded  for  mercy  as  he  approached 
the  tree  with  ladder  in  hand  to  cut 
the  ropes  of  my  favorite  pastime. 
Unfortunately,  I  had  not  heeded  the 
warnings  to  obey,  and  I  suffered  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  my  way- 
ward decision. 

I  did  not  obey  my  parents  and  I 
paid  the  price.  What  are  the  con- 
sequences of  disobedience  to  Christ? 
Rather  than  deal  with  that  issue, 
Jesus  tells  us  to  ".  .  .  abide  in  My 
love.  If  you  keep  My  command- 
ments, you  will  abide  in  My  love; 
just  as  I  have  kept  My  Father's  com- 
mandments, and  abide  in  His  love" 

*The  first  article  appeared  on  page  11  of 
the  November  Evangelist. 
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(John  15:9-10,  NASB).  If  you  love  Me, 
you  will  do  what  I  ask. 

For  the  authentic  disciple,  obedi- 
ence is  a  must.  Obedience  is  a  tangi- 
ble response  of  love  for  Him  and  to 
Him.  First  John  5:1-3  states:  "Who- 
ever believes  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ  is  born  of  God;  and  whoever 
loves  the  Father  loves  the  child  born 
of  Him.  By  this  we  know  that  we 
love  the  children  of  God,  when  we 
love  God  and  observe  His  command- 
ments. For  this  is  the  love  of  God, 
that  we  keep  His  commandments; 
and  His  commandments  are  not  bur- 
densome." 

God  has  lovingly  given  each  of  us 
commandments,  things  He  wants  for 
us  and  things  He  wants  us  to  be  and 
do.  As  our  abiding  in  Him  grows,  so 
will  our  desire  to  be  obedient. 

Obedience  brings  joy 

The  first  part  of  John  15:11  tells 
us  that  Christ  gives  us  command- 
ments so  that  His  joy  may  be  in  us. 
If  we  are  obedient,  He  has  promised 
that  we  will  be  joyful  servants.  We 
are  enabled  to  live  joyful  lives  in 


direct  correlation  to  our  obedience  to 
God.  The  rest  of  John  15:11  says, 
".  .  .  and  that  your  joy  may  be  full." 
That  fullness  represents  freedom  to 
serve  and  completeness  in  Christ. 

The  choice  is  ours 

God  is  powerful  and  sovereignly  in 
control,  yet  He  created  his  children 
with  a  free  will  to  obey  or  not  to 
obey.  The  choice  is  ours.  Whatever 
our  decision,  He  loves  us  uncondi- 
tionally. 

When  I  choose  to  disobey  God,  as  I 
did  my  parents  regarding  the  swing, 
I  do  not  risk  losing  His  love.  The 
consequence  of  disobedience,  how- 
ever, can  result  in  my  not  living  as  a 
joyful,  obedient  servant  who  is  bear- 
ing fruit. 

For  the  authentic  disciple,  love  of 
Christ  (abiding  in  the  vine)  brings 
obedience  to  His  call,  which  results 
in  joyful  servanthood  and  ultimate 
friendship  with  Him  (John  15:14). 

God  is  calling  you,  as  an  authentic 
disciple,  to  obey  Him.  The  direct 
path  to  joyful  and  abundant  living  is 
an  obedient  response  to  that  call,   [t] 


The  Interim  Pastorate 

(continued  from  page  10) 
finished.  He  will  then  be  ready  to  go 
on  to  another  field  of  service,  as  the 
Lord  leads. 

Miscellaneous 

I  would  recommend  that  no  elder 
take  "back-to-back"  interim  pastor- 
ates. He  should  allow  several 
months,  more  or  less,  between  in- 
terim pastorates  to  give  himself 
time  for  caring  for  personal  matters 
and  for  visiting  with  family  and 
friends  at  his  home  base. 

During  our  interim  pastorates,  we 
have  had  the  post  office  or  family 
members    forward    our    mail.    We 


maintain  our  home  base  facilities  — 
electric,  phone,  insurance.  We  keep 
our  car  registered  at  our  home  base 
address.  These  and  related  arrange- 
ments save  a  lot  of  fussing,  espe- 
cially when  the  interim  pastorate 
turns  out  to  be  just  several  months 
long. 

Last  words 

May  God  bless  any  of  our  retired 
elders  who  feel  called  of  the  Lord  to 
this  kind  of  ministry.  The  need 
exists.  Anyone  undertaking  such  a 
ministry  should  bathe  his  thoughts, 
decisions,  and  service  in  prayer. 
Neither  he  nor  the  people  he  serves 
will  be  disappointed.  [t] 
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Heart,  Soul,  and  Mind 


By  Dr.  Frederick  J.  Finks,  Vice  President 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
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WHEN  once  asked  by  a  lawyer, 
"Which  is  the  greatest  com- 
mandment in  the  Law?"  Jesus  re- 
plied, "You  shall  love  the  Lord 
your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and 
with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all 
your  mind"  (Matt.  22:36-37).  By 
His  answer,  Jesus  was  not  merely 
quoting  the  Mosaic  Law  of  Deu- 
teronomy 6.  He  was  also  challeng- 
ing all  who  would  hear  to  a  closer 
and  deeper  walk  with  God. 

To  the  nation  of  Israel,  the 
watchwords  of  faith  became,  "The 
Lord  is  our  God,  the  Lord  is  One!" 
(the  Sherna).  The  love  of  God  was 
more  important  than  life  itself.  To 
love  God  with  heart,  soul,  and 
mind  was  to  love  God  with  all  one's 
being.  It  was  so  important  that  one 
was  to  teach  one's  children  on 
every  occasion  (sitting,  walking, 
sleeping,  waking)  about  the  love  of 
God.  This  teaching  was  of  such  sig- 
nificance that  it  was  to  be  written 


on  bands  and  worn  about  the  wrist 
and  on  the  forehead,  and  even  to  be 
inscribed  on  the  doorpost  of  every 
gate  and  house. 

Jesus   reminded   the   lawyer   of 
this  important  truth  of  loving  God. 


Students  at  Ashland 

Theological  Seminary 

are  challenged  not 

only  academically, 

but  also  to  personal 

spiritual  development. 


Dr.  Fred  Finks 


In  quoting  the  Shema,  Jesus  un- 
derscored the  fact  that  this  love  in- 
volves the  whole  person  —  heart, 
soul,  and  mind.  Loving  God  with 
just  one's  heart  is  not  sufficient. 
Likewise,  loving  God  with  just 
one's  soul  or  with  just  one's  mind  is 
not  complete.  Loving  God  requires 
heart,  soul,  and  mind  —  complete- 
ness. 

Nothing  has  changed.  We,  too, 
are  to  love  God  completely;  not  just 
with  our  hearts,  in  emotional 
ecstacy;  not  just  with  our  souls 
(spirits),  in  spiritual  isolation;  not 
just  with  our  minds,  as  a  mental 
exercise.  We,  too,  are  to  love  God 
with  heart,  soul,  and  mind. 

The  faculty  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  has  taken  this  truth 
seriously.  Several  years  ago,  a  na- 
tional survey  of  theological  stu- 
dents revealed  a  startling  discov- 
ery. Students  while  studying  in 
seminary  suffered  in  their  own 
spiritual  development.  They  pre- 
pared themselves  theologically  and 
biblically,  but  they  neglected  their 
own  devotional  life. 


The  ATS  faculty  took  this  to 
heart.  A  deliberate  effort  was  made 
in  the  area  of  "Spiritual  Formation" 
(defined  as  the  deliberate  process  of 
learning  to  love  God  completely;  of 
conforming  ourselves  to  the  image 
of  Christ;  of  learning  to  walk  in  the 
Spirit;  and,  ultimately,  of  learning 
to  be  a  friend  of  God). 

Today  students  studying  at  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  are 
challenged  academically  in  the 
classroom,  but  they  are  also  chal- 
lenged to  personal  spiritual  de- 
velopment through  one  to  one 
relationships  and  small  groups. 
Every  Friday  morning  for  one  hour 
classes  are  suspended  while  stu- 
dents and  faculty  cluster  in  small 
groups  throughout  the  ATS  cam- 
pus. Spiritual  Formation  groups 
provide  opportunities  for  interac- 
tion and  the  exchange  of  one's 
spiritual  journeys,  with  their  ups 
and  downs. 

Faculty  members  model  vulnera- 
bility and  transparency,  revealing 
their  own  spiritual  journey.  Shar- 
ing takes  place  on  more  than  a  sup- 
erficial level.  Concern  and  caring 
become  genuine  expressions  as 
students  and  faculty  pray  for  one 
another  and  offer  support  and  as- 
sistance in  all  areas  of  life  —  Semi- 
nary, home,  family,  personal. 

The  goal  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  is  to  equip  committed 
Christians  for  leadership  minis- 
tries in  the  pastorate,  missions, 
education,  counseling,  and  commu- 
nity life.  The  goal  of  spiritual  for- 
mation is  to  make  sure  that  as  they 
serve,  their  love  of  God  with  all 
their  heart,  soul,  and  mind  is  never 
lost.  [t] 
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ATS 

Discovering  the  Heart 


CHRISTIAN  LEADERS  are  ex- 
pected to  be  "all  things  to  all 
people."  No  matter  how  well  pre- 
pared to  preach,  teach,  lead,  and 
serve,  if  one  does  not  love  God  with 
all  one's  heart,  one  may  be  guilty 
of  merely  being  a  noisy  gong  or  a 
clanging  symbol. 

Morven  Baker,  wife  of  Dr.  David 
Baker,  professor  of  Hebrew  and 
Old  Testament,  is  a  senior  at  ATS 
preparing  for  a  Christian  counsel- 
ing ministry.  Morven  serves  the 
Seminary  as  Director  of  Family 
Life  Services  while  completing  her 
studies.  In  this  ministry,  Morven 
works  directly  with  students  and 
students'  families  who  need  help. 

Lyn  Ellis  is  the  daughter  of  Rev. 


and  Mrs.  Wes  Ellis,  pastor  and  pas- 
tor's wife  at  the  Hillcrest  Brethren 
Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Lyn  is  a 
middler  at  ATS  preparing  for  pas- 
toral ministry.  This  past  summer 
she  served  as  a  pastoral  intern  at 
the  Goshen,  Indiana,  First  Breth- 
ren Church.  While  in  Seminary, 
Lyn  works  part  time  at  Vander 
Meullen  House,  a  residential  facil- 
ity for  parolees  and  probationers. 

Tim  Eagle  is  a  second-year  stu- 
dent at  ATS.  Tim  grew  up  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but 
while  at  Ashland  University,  he 
decided  to  joined  The  Brethren 
Church.  He  is  now  preparing  for 
missionary  service 
with    The    Brethren 


Left  photo,  Mor- 
ven Baker  (I.)  and 

Markie  Oliver 
talk  about  student 
concerns.  Right 
photo,  (I.  to  r.) 
Markie  Oliver, 
Jerry  Armstrong, 
Lyn  Ellis,  and 
Randy  Saultz 
share  moments  of 
personal  interac- 
tion during  group 
Bible  study. 


Enjoying  a  bit  of  Christian  fellowship 
following  chapel  are  (I.  to  r.)  Jerry  Arm- 
strong, Ray  Hesketh,  and  Tim  Eagle. 

Church.  Tim  and  his  wife,  Jan,  will 
lead  a  short-term  missionary  tour 
to  Mexico  this  summer.  While  in 
Seminary,  Tim  and  Jan  serve  as 
supervisors  at  the  Ashland  County 
Juvenile  Detention  Center.  [t] 


Ray  Hesketh  prepares  for  class. 


ATS 

Discovering  the  Soul  .  .  . 

BECOMING  spiritual  reshaped  is  the  continuing  need 
of  every  Christian.  God  as  the  Potter  seeks  to  mold 
and  shape  each  one  of  us  into  a  vessel  of  honor.  It  is  not 
okay  to  keep  on  drinking  milk  when  we  should  be  eating 
meat.  Likewise  it  is  not  okay  to  remain  the  same  spiritu- 
ally from  the  time  we  first  accept  Christ  until  our  life  on 
earth  is  through. 

Ray  Hesketh  is  a  senior  at  ATS.  Ray  grew  up  in  The 
Brethren  Church.  Following  his  graduation  from  Penn 
State  University,  he  moved  to  North  Carolina  and  served 
as  a  tentmaker  in  the  Icard  First  Brethren  Church.  Ray 
currently  serves  as  the  pastor  of  a  (next  page) 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 
Church  of  the  Brethren  congregation  and  plans  to  serve 
The  Brethren  Church  in  the  pastoral  ministry  following 
graduation. 

Randy  Saultz  ,  a  senior  at  ATS,  grew  up  in  the  church 
and  served  as  a  pastor  for  several  years  before  coming  to 
Ashland  to  complete  his  training  for  the  Master  of  Divin- 
ity degree.  Randy  is  currently  serving  on  the  pastoral 
staff  at  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland  and  is 
working  with  international  students  on  the  Ashland 
University  campus.  Randy  is  also  involved  in  the 
Spiritual  Formation  group  of  Brethren  students  at  ATS. 

Margaret  Oliver  is  a  senior  at  ATS.  Markie  recently 
joined  Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  She  has  become  in- 
volved in  the  Franciscan  movement,  which  seeks  to 
apply  the  disciplines  of  St.  Francis  in  the  routine  of 
everyday  life.  While  in  Seminary,  Markie  has  been  very 
active  on  the  Ashland  University  campus  working  with 
Hope  Fellowship.  [t] 


A  Spiritual  Formation  group  —  (I.  to  r.)  Randy  Saultz,  Lyn 
Ellis,  Joe  Shultz,  and  Dr.  Richard  Allison  — prays  together. 


ATS 


Discovering  the  Mind  . 


THREE  YEARS  of  graduate 
school  are  required  for  the 
Master  of  Divinity  degree,  the 
traditional  degree  for  those  prepar- 
ing for  ordination.  This  involves 
144  quarter  hours  of  credit,  with 
study  in  theology,  Old  and  New 
Testament,  church  history,  Greek, 
Hebrew,  and  pastoral  ministry. 
Students  are  challenged  to  be 
academically  sound  —  "Handling 
accurately  the  Word  of  Truth." 

Jerry  Armstrong  is  a  first-year 
student  from  Bradenton,  Florida. 
Jerry  was  an  accountant  for  a  con- 
struction firm  before  coming  to  the 
Seminary.  Since  arriving  here,  the 
routine  of  Seminary  has  kept  him 
busy.  Jerry  is  preparing  for  the 
pastoral  ministry  and  has  served 


as  an  interim  for  the  Fremont, 
Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 

Joe  Shultz  is  the  son  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Shultz,  president  and 
president's  wife  of  Ashland  Univer- 
sity and  Theological  Seminary.  Joe 
is  a  senior  studying  for  the  pastoral 
ministry.  While  at  the  Seminary, 
Joe  has  attended  EMERGE  Coun- 
seling Center  for  a  major  in  pas- 
toral counseling.  He  also  spent  a 
year  at  the  Institute  of  Holy  Land 
Studies  in  Jerusalem. 

Charlie  Beekley  is  a  senior  at 
ATS,  having  returned  to  finish  his 
schooling  following  his  tenure  as 
Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
The  Brethren  Church.  Charlie  has 
felt  the  call  to  the  pastoral  minis- 
try and  will   become  the  church 


Charlie  Beekley  chats  with  Morven 
Baker  before  theology  class. 

planter  of  the  new  Frederick, 
Maryland,  church  following  gradu- 
ation. While  in  Seminary  Charlie 
is  serving  as  an  interim  pastor  in 
the  Cleveland  area.  [t] 


rainrnoKJC 


At  left,  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal  challenges  stu- 
dents' minds  in  a  Christian  Education  class.  Above, 
Joe  Shultz  catches  up  on  some  reading. 
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Facts  About  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary 

Enrollment 

450  students 

The  student  body  represents  50 
denominations  and  10  foreign  nations. 

Campus 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  is  a 
graduate  division  of  Ashland  University 
and  is  located  in  the  historic  district 
of  Ashland,  Ohio  —  910  Center  Street. 

Cleveland  Center  —  located  on 
Cleveland  State  University  campus. 

Detroit  Center  —  located  on  Wayne 
State  University  campus. 

Majors 

Biblical  Studies  —  Old  Testament/ 

New  Testament 
Christian  Education 
Church  Administration 
Church  Music 
Historical  Studies 
Missiology 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Philosophical  Studies 
Theological  Studies 

Degrees 

Master  of  Arts 

Master  of  Arts  in  Pastoral  Counseling 

Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Education 

Master  of  Arts  in  Church  Administration 

Master  of  Divinity 

Doctor  of  Ministry 


Counseling  Programs 

EMERGE  —  EMERGE  Ministries, 
Akron,  Ohio 

Southwest  Pastoral  Counseling 
Program  —  Southwest  General  Hospital, 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Western  Reserve  —  Western  Reserve 
Habilitation  Center,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Faculty 

14  Full  time 
7  Part  time 
39  Adjunct  faculty 

Library 

66,000  volumes 

Alumni 

1,400  graduates  serving  around  the  world 

The  Support  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  de- 
pends upon  churches  to  support  the 
training  of  men  and  women  for  ministry. 
Many  individuals  have  also  become 
partners  with  ATS,  contributing  to  the 
needs  of  the  Seminary  and  our  students. 

Churches  or  individuals  who  would 
like  more  information  about  sup- 
porting the  Seminary,  becoming  a  student, 
or  assisting  a  student  may  contact: 

Dr.  Frederick  J.  Finks 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
910  Center  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Florida  District  Brethren  Hold 
Day  of  Information  and  Prayer 


Bradenton,  Fla.  —  A  "Day  of  Infor- 
mation and  Prayer"  was  held  by 
Brethren  of  the  Florida  District  on  Oc- 
tober 12  at  the  Bradenton  Brethren 
Church. 

About  70  people  came  together  to 
meet  two  of  the  new  pastors  in  the  dis- 
trict —  Dan  Gray  at  Sarasota  and 
David  Stone  at  Bloomingdale  —  and 
to  learn  more  about  activities  in  the 
other  churches. 

A  handout  was  given  to  each  par- 
ticipant presenting  information  about 
each  of  the  six  churches:  Bradenton, 
Bloomingdale  (Brandon),  La  Iglesia 
Hispana  de  Los  Hermanos  (Sarasota), 
Town  and  Country  (Tampa),  Sarasota 
First  Brethren,  and  Brethren  House 
(St.  Petersburg).  The  handout  in- 
cluded information  about  each  church 


including  pastor's  and  moderator's 
names;  membership;  average  attend- 
ances for  September/October;  subjects 
dealt  with  in  church  school,  morning 
sermons,  evening  sermons,  mid-week, 
women's  group  and  men's  group; 
recent  church  highlights;  and  current 
outreach  activities. 

While  the  participants  had  this 
sheet  as  a  reference  point,  a  presenta- 
tion was  made  by  a  representative  of 
each  church  describing  the  current  ac- 
tivities and  the  spirit  in  their  congre- 
gation. 

It  was  especially  gratifying  to  have 
16  participants  from  the  Spanish  min- 
istry, La  Iglesia  Hispana  de  Los  Her- 
manos, in  Sarasota.  In  her  presenta- 
tion of  their  work,  Kathy  Rosales 
explained  that  some  of  their  group  do 


Pastor  of  Oakville  Church  Interviewed 
For  Documentary  on  Religion  in  America 


Oakville,  Ind.  —  Dr.  Dan  Lawson, 
pastor  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Oakville,  was  interviewed  September 
25  by  a  Swedish  film  crew  producing  a 
documentary  on  "Religion  in  America." 

Representatives  of  the  Swedish  Edu- 
cational Broadcasting  Company  spent 
seven  days  filming  in  Muncie  and 
Delaware  County,  Ind.,  seeking  to 
gain  insight  into  what  residents  of 
America's  "hometown"  believe. 

Dr.  Lawson  was  one  of  four  Muncie- 
area  clergy  interviewed  by  the  Swed- 


ish crew.  The  crew  questioned  him  on 
the  creeds  of  The  Brethren  Church 
and  on  basic  beliefs  of  Lawson  and  his 
congregation. 

In  addition  to  doing  the  interview, 
Pastor  Lawson,  along  with  Larry 
Shirey,  head  trustee  of  Oakville  First 
Brethren,  invited  the  crew  to  tour  the 
church  building.  Then  they  spent  time 
talking  with  the  crew  over  lunch  at  a 
nearby  restaurant. 

The  documentary  on  "Religion  in 
America"  is  one  in  a  series  of  three 
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not  understand  much  English.  There- 
fore, when  Jean  Lersch  gave  her  part 
of  the  Brethren  House  report,  she  re- 
quested that  Kathy  translate  it  into 
Spanish  so  that  these  people  could  be 
more  involved.  It  was  a  good  reminder 
that  since  these  people  had  made  the 
effort  to  come  to  a  meeting  when  they 
did  not  understand  the  language,  that 
others  could  certainly  make  some  ef- 
fort to  make  them  feel  welcome. 

After  all  of  the  presentations,  the 
larger  group  was  broken  into  groups  of 
four.  The  people  in  these  groups  were 
encouraged  to  reflect  on  all  that  they 
had  heard  and  highlight  those  things 
that  prompted  praise  or  concern.  This 
was  followed  by  a  period  of  silence  for 
prayer. 

Refreshments  were  then  served  by 
the  Bradenton  congregation.  A  review 
of  district  activities  and  announce- 
ments of  future  district  events  closed 
the  time  together. 

—  Bonnie  Munson 


Oakville  pastor  Dr.  Dan  Lawson  (r.)  being  interviewed  by  Swedish  television  pro- 
ducer EskU  Garpebring  (2nd  from  I.).  Photo  by  Marcl  Beerbower 


programs  filmed  in  the  United  States. 
The  other  two  focus  on  business  and 
culture.  These  programs  will  be  used 
as  part  of  a  university-sponsored  con- 
tinuing education  program  that  uses 
both  textbooks  and  television  to  teach 
Swedish  citizens  advanced  courses  in 
English. 

Producer  Eskil  Garpebring  headed 
up  the  five-person  crew  that  did  the 
documentary  on  religion.  According  to 
Garpebring,  the  Muncie  area  was 
selected  as  the  location  for  the  docu- 
mentary after  a  Swedish  university 
professor  shared  with  him  the  book 
Middletown  U.S. A.,  which  details 
studies  done  of  Muncie  residents  in 
the  1930's  and  again  in  the  early  50's. 

"The  chapter  on  religion  fascinated 
me,"  Garpebring  said.  "I  was  con- 
vinced that  we  needed  to  talk  to 
people  in  Muncie  to  get  a  better  pic- 
ture." He  went  on  to  note  that  in  the 
documentary  he  wasn't  seeking  to  por- 
tray "typical  American  religion,"  but 
what  Americans  "think  about  religion." 

Garpebring  and  his  film  crew  were 
pleased  by  the  reception  they  received 
in  Oakville.  They  were  fascinated  by 
the  "friendliness  of  the  American 
people"  and  the  fact  that  Americans 
appear  to  be  "very  religious,  much 
more  so  than  people  in  Sweden." 

A  special  touch  topped  off  the  crew's 
visit  to  Oakville.  Each  of  the  members 
of  the  crew  was  presented  a  baseball 
cap  from  Farmer's  Elevator  in  Oak- 
ville, secured  by  Larry  Shirey. 

—  reported  by  Marjorie  Bennett 
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Sarasota  Ministry  to  Hispanics 
Celebrates  Tenth  Anniversary 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  The  Hispanic  Out- 
reach Ministry  of  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church  celebrated  its  tenth 
anniversary  in  December. 

What  began  as  a  Sunday  school 
class  and  a  bus  ministry  ten  years  ago 
has  grown  into  a  separate  church 
known  as  La  Iglesia  Hispana  de  Los 
Hermanos.  It  is  a  congregation  of  com- 
mitted, faithful,  tithing  members  who 
have  come  to  Sarasota  from  many  dif- 
ferent countries. 

The  ministry  began  in  December 
1979  as  a  Sunday  school  class  for  His- 
panic children  taught  by  Jan  Solomon. 
In  1980-81  a  bus  ministry  was  added, 
and  Tim  Solomon  began  leading  Bible 
studies  for  the  adults,  while  Jan  con- 


tinued her  work  with  the  children. 

Also  in  1981,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ken- 
nenth  L.  Solomon  arrived  in  Sarasota 


following  22  years  of  missionary  serv- 
ice in  Latin  America.  Rev.  Solomon 
became  the  first  official  pastor  of  the 
fledgling  congregation. 

On  March  24,  1985,  this  ministry  of 
the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church 
was  recognized  as  a  separate,  daugh- 
ter   congregation    by    the    Sarasota 


The  Hispanic  Outreach  Ministry  of  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church,  which 
began  ten  years  ago  with  a  Sunday 
school  class  and  a  bus  ministry  (above), 
has  grown  into  a  separate  congregation 
pastored  by  Rev.  Daniel  Rosales  (center 
of  photo  at  left,  playing  guitar). 

Church  and  as  a  duly  organized 
church  within  the  district  by  the 
Florida  District  of  The  Brethren 
Church. 

In  1986,  Daniel  Rosales,  the  current 
pastor,  began  his  ministry  with  the 
congregation,  with  his  wife,  Kathy 
(Aspinall),  and  their  family.  Now,  in 
addition  to  serving  as  pastor,  Pastor 
Rosales  is  also  the  Bible  teacher  on 
Reflexiones,  a  radio  program  spon- 
sored by  the  congregation. 


Warsaw  Pastor  Kenneth  Hunn 
Hears  Attorney  General  Speak 
At  Conference  on  Pornography 

Warsaw,  Ind.  —  Rev.  Kenneth  Hunn, 
pastor  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Warsaw,  was  one  of  a  number  of  pas- 
tors and  religious  leaders  who  met 
with  Attorney  General  Dick  Thorn- 
burgh  in  Washington,  D.C.,  October 
25  and  26  to  learn  of  the  Bush  Admin- 
istration's policy  and  progress  on  com- 
bating illegal  obscenity  and  child  por- 
nography. 

In  his  address  to  the  religious  lead- 
ers, the  Attorney  General  spoke  strong- 
ly against  obscenity  and  child  pornog- 
raphy, describing  it  as  an  "indignity 
that  occurs  whenever  perversion  puts 
on  its  most  vicious  guise  —  that  of  an 
acceptable  norm  in  our  society." 

In  his  speech,  Mr.  Thornburgh  pro- 
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posed  four  courses  of  action: 

1.  Instruction  to  the  U.S.  Attorneys 
to  vigorously  prosecute  child  pornog- 
raphy and  obscenity. 

2.  Instruction  to  his  U.S.  Attorneys 
to  designate  an  obscenity  and  child 
exploitation  specialist  in  each  U.S.  At- 
torney's office. 

3.  Instruction  to  his  attorneys  to 
"vigorously  prosecute  commercial  pur- 
veyors who  persist  in  peddling  phone 
obscenities"  ("dial-a-porn"). 

4.  Instruction  to  U.S.  Attorneys  and 
the  National  Obscenity  Enforcement 
Unit  to  target  producers  and  dis- 
tributors of  illegal  hard-core  videos. 

In  a  video  message  to  the  gathering, 
President  George  Bush  declared  his 
"total  support  for  the  goal  of  eliminat- 
ing obscene  materials,  particularly 
child  pornography."  "Our  Administra- 
tion remains  firmly  committed  to  take 
the  lead  in  the  battle  against  pornog- 


raphy," the  President  said. 

The  President  continued  to  em- 
phasize the  Administration's  commit- 
ment by  noting  that  "the  passage  of 
the  Child  Protection  and  Obscenity 
Enforcement  Act  proves  a  powerful 
new  tool  for  federal  prosecutors  to  act 
against  illegal  pornographers." 

The  religious  leaders  jointly  called 
on  President  Bush  to  declare  the  bat- 
tle against  illegal  pornography  a 
priority  of  his  Administration  and  to 
lend  his  support  to  Senate  Bill  1787 
and  its  House  counterpart,  legislation 
that  will  help  combat  the  use  of  chil- 
dren in  the  production  of  pornography . 

They  further  called  on  religious  and 
business  leaders  to  take  on  a  greater 
role  in  the  battle  against  pornography 
by  standing  together  and  declaring 
that  the  sale  of  obscenity  and  child 
pornography  will  no  longer  be  toler- 
ated in  our  cities  and  communities. 
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Cheyenne  Pastor  Helps  to  Develop 
Restrictions  on  "Adult"  Businesses 


Cheyenne,  Wyo.  —  Rev.  G.  Emery 
Hurd,  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne  Breth- 
ren Church,  played  a  part  in  develop- 
ing a  city  ordinance  restricting  sexu- 
ally oriented  businesses  in  Cheyenne. 

Rev.  Hurd  and  several  other  pas- 
tors, along  with  attorneys,  business- 
men, and  citizens,  spent  months  re- 
searching, writing,  attending  meet- 
ings, and  informing  the  public  about 
growth  in  availability  of  pornographic 
materials  in  Cheyenne,  the  effects  of 
this  pornography  on  the  city,  and 
what  city  council  could  do  about  it. 

As  a  result  of  their  efforts,  the 
Cheyenne  city  council  approved  an  or- 
dinance on  pornography  in  September. 
The  ordinance,  which  went  into  effect 
on  January  1  of  this  year  (1990),  does 
the  following: 

(1)  Provides  a  comprehensive  defi- 


nition of  what  is  considered  "adult" 
material  and  activities. 

(2)  Requires  that  all  "adult" 
businesses  be  licensed,  pay  a  $500  fee, 
and  adhere  to  strict  regulations. 

(3)  Requires  that  all  such  licensed 
businesses  be  at  least  500  feet  from  a 
church,  school,  park,  day  care  center, 
or  other  "adult"  business. 

(4)  Provides  strict  laws  prohibiting 
selling  of  "adult"  material  to  juveniles 
or  even  displaying  it  so  that  it  can  be 
seen  by  them. 

According  to  the  Cheyenne  Breth- 
ren Church  newsletter,  "This  ordi- 
nance exists  because  the  people  of  our 
church  and  other  churches  were  will- 
ing to  attend  public  meetings  [and  to] 
permit  their  pastors  to  participate, 
and  [because  they]  kept  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Father  in  prayer." 


"Do  All  for  God's  Glory" 
Is  Theme  for  NAE  Sunday 

Wheaton,  111.  —  The  National  Associ- 
ation of  Evangelicals  (NAE)  believes 
that  the  way  to  have  an  exciting,  ful- 
filling life  is  by  earnestly  attempting 
to  live  for  God's  glory. 

For  that  reason,  "Do  All  for  God's 
Glory"  (I  Cor.  10:31)  has  been  chosen 
as  the  theme  for  NAE  Sunday,  to  be 
observed  January  28,  1990.  NAE  Sun- 
day is  an  annual  observance  sponsored 
by  the  National  Association  of  Evan- 
gelicals to  acquaint  Christians  with 
the  Association  and  its  ministries  and 
as  a  means  to  promote  evangelical 
Christianity  throughout  our  nation 
and  to  foster  a  greater  sense  of  unity 
among  Christians. 

For  this  year's  observance,  NAE  has 
prepared  special  materials  that  will 
stimulate  congregations  to  discover 
what  it  means  to  live  for  God's  glory. 
These  include  posters  that  highlight 
the  theme  and  bulletin  inserts  that 
give  a  brief  exposition  of  the  theme 
plus  an  updated  report  of  NAE's  cur- 
rent programs  and  recent  accomplish- 
ments. 

Both  the  posters  and  a  supply  of  the 
bulletin  inserts  are  available  free  from 
NAE.  (The  association  does  encourage 
churches  to  receive  a  freewill  offering 
for  NAE  on  NAE  Sunday,  but  this  is 
not  required.)  The  posters  and  inserts 
may  be  secured  by  writing  or  calling 
NAE,  P.O.  Box  28,  Wheaton,  IL  60189 
(phone  708-665-0500).  (Please  indicate 


quantity  of  each  item  that  is  desired 
when  ordering). 

The  posters  and  inserts  are  not 
dated,  so  any  church  wanting  to  ob- 
serve NAE  Sunday  but  unable  to  do  so 
on  January  28  may  use  them  on  any 
Sunday  that  fits  its  schedule. 

NAE  is  an  association  of  denomina- 
tions, churches,  organizations,  and  in- 
dividuals dedicated  to  united  action 
without  theological  compromise. 


Radcliff  Family  Leads 
Johnstown  Third  Worship 

Johnstown,  Pa.  —  All  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  Radcliff  family  partici- 
pated in  the  Sunday,  November  26, 
morning  worship  service  at  the 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  Third  Brethren 
Church,  where  Rev.  Gerald  Radcliff  is 
the  pastor. 

The  fifteen  included  Pastor  Radcliff 
and  his  wife,  Grace;  their  three  chil- 
dren —  David,  Michael,  and  Bonnie 
(Pitts);  their  spouses  —  Renae,  Gloria, 
and  Dairy  1  (respectively);  and  Gerald 
and  Grace's  seven  grandchildren. 

The  service,  which  was  primarily 
musical,  included  solos  by  several 
family  members;  duets  by  three  of  the 
four  couples;  a  quartet  number  by 
Gerald,  David,  Michael,  and  Darryl;  a 
song  by  six  of  the  grandchildren 
accompanied  on  the  piano  by  the 
seventh  (Kimberly,  the  oldest);  and 
the  finale  —  a  selection  sung  by  all  fif- 
teen. Michael  also  gave  a  short  inspi- 
rational message  during  the  service. 

The  service  was  followed  by  what 
was  announced  as  the  annual 
Thanksgiving  dinner,  but  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  surprise  apprecia- 
tion dinner  for  the  Radcliff s. 

This  is  the  second  year  in  a  row  that 
the  Radcliff  family  has  joined  together 
to  lead  the  Johnstown  Third  congrega- 
tion in  a  service  of  worship. 


God's  Word  Reaching  People 
Of  USSR  in  Surprising  Ways 

New  York,  N.Y.  —  More  and  more 
the  Word  of  God  is  getting  through  to 
the  people  of  the  USSR,  and  often  in 
surprising  ways,  according  to  reports 
reaching  the  American  Bible  Society. 

In  Tbilisi,  Georgia,  where  Bible  So- 
ciety translators  are  working  along- 
side Russian  church  scholars  on  a  new 
translation,  stories  from  the  Bible 
have  appeared  in  an  unlikely  publica- 
tion —  an  agricultural  weekly.  People 
lined  up  at  newsstands  for  copies  and 
read  the  stories  on  the  spot. 

In  Soviet  Estonia,  a  45-minute  tele- 
vision program  last  June  was  devoted 
entirely  to  the  Bible.  Long  passages 
were  read  while  a  series  of  old  paint- 
ings appropriately  depicted  the  text. 

Because  the  need  for  Bibles  is  so 
enormous  in  Russia  and  the  distribu- 
tion potential  so  much  improved,  ABS 
has  launched  a  drive  to  supply  one 
million  copies  to  people  in  that  coun- 
try and  in  parts  of  Eastern  Europe. 


Dear  Brethren, 

Have  you  heard  the  news?  Gospel 
Teams  have  been  resurrected  and  are 
available  for  service  to  your  church. 

What  are  Gospel  Teams?  They  are 
Ashland  University  students  who  are 
using  the  gifts  God  has  given  them 
for  service  in  churches  on  weekends. 
Gospel  Teams  are  available  to  lead 
morning  worship  services  (including 
preaching),  youth  activities,  and 
other  programs.  One  might  consider 
them  short-term  Crusader  teams. 

If  your  church  is  interested  in  host- 
ing a  team  for  a  weekend,  contact 
Dr.  Michael  Gleason  or  me  at  the 
Center  of  Religious  Life,  Ashland 
University,  Ashland,  OH  44805, 
phone  419-289-5480  (Dr.  Gleason)  or 
419-289-4186  (me). 

We  encourage  you  to  seriously  con- 
sider this  opportunity.  Who  knows 
what  possibilities  for  Christian  serv- 
ice may  arise?  Both  your  church  and 
the  students  will  be  blessed. 
Serving  Him  and  His, 
Mark  Ray 
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Ashland  University  Breaks  Ground 
For  4,000-sq.-ft.  Fitness  Center 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Univer- 
sity broke  ground  December  11  for  a 
4,000-square-foot  fitness  center. 

The  $300,000  Wurster  Fitness  Cen- 
ter will  be  equipped  with  the  latest 
weight  training  equipment  to  meet 
the  needs  of  Ashland  University 
athletes,  students,  faculty,  and  staff. 
The  facility  will  connect  the  Physical 
Education  Building,  which  houses  the 
gymnasium,  swimming  pool,  and  rac- 
quetball  courts,  and  Conard  Field- 
house,  location  of  AU's  indoor  track. 

The  facility  is  being  named  in  honor 
of  Thomas  B.  Wurster,  an  Ashland 
area  native  who  was  a  four-year  mem- 
ber of  the  university  football  team 
prior  to  his  graduation  from  AU  in 
1964.  A  longtime  supporter  of  the  uni- 
versity, particularly  the  athletic  pro- 
gram, Wurster  is  serving  as  chairman 
of  the  fitness  center  campaign. 

As  a  result  of  this  campaign,  more 
than  $200,000  in  pledges  has  been  re- 
ceived from  former  AU  athletes,  other 
alumni,  local  business,  and  other 
friends  of  the  university. 

"The  fitness  center  is  going  to  be  a 
facility  the  average  student  can  use  — 
not  just  the  athlete,"  Wurster  said.  "I 
believe  in  physical  fitness,  and  this 
center  should  get  students  to  either 
start  or  continue  a  fitness  program, 
which  will  hopefully  be  a  part  of  their 
lifelong  concern  for  fitness." 

Wurster  noted  that  the  new  fitness 
center  complements  ongoing  projects 


of  renovation   and  beautification  on 
campus.  "I  applaud  Ashland  Univer- 


sity on  how  super  the  campus  looks," 
he  said.  "It's  gone  from  a  yesterday 
facility  to  a  today  facility,  and  the 
fitness  center  is  part  of  the  today 
facility." 

Weather  permitting,  the  center  is 
expected  to  open  this  spring. 


Taking  part  in  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  for  the  Wurster  Fitness  Center  are 
(I.  to  r.)  Dr.  Fred  Martinelli,  Ashland  University's  athletic  director  and  head  football 
coach;  Dr.  Glenn  Clayton,  president  emeritus  and  director  of  the  AU  1000  Club;  one  of 
the  Wursters'  three  sons;  Mrs.  Ann  Wurster;  Richard  Van  Auken,  chairman  of  AU's 
board  of  trustees;  Thomas  Wurster;  the  Wursters'  other  two  sons;  and  Dr.  Joseph  R. 

ShultZ,  president  of  the  university.  Ashland  University  photo  by  Randy  Sarvls. 


48th  Annual  NAE  Convention 
Scheduled  for  March  6  to  8 
At  Hyatt  Regency  in  Phoenix 

Carol  Stream,  El.  —  "Stewardship: 
All  for  God's  Glory"  will  be  the  theme 
of  the  48th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
to  be  held  March  6-8  at  the  Hyatt  Re- 
gency hotel  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Highlights  of  the  convention  will  in- 
clude two  evening  addresses  and  two 
morning  biblical  keynote  addresses 
(all  open  to  the  public),  more  than  30 
workshops,  two  business  sessions,  11 
luncheons,  approximately  100  exhib- 
its, and  a  closing  banquet. 

Former  presidential  aide  Charles  W. 
Colson,  founder  and  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Prison  Fellowship,  will  de- 
liver the  opening  address  of  the  con- 
vention on  Tuesday  evening  (March 
6).  Wednesday  morning  Colson  will 
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also  conduct  a  leadership  session  on 
crime,  in  which  he  will  discuss  causes 
of  crime,  ways  to  help  victims,  and  the 
"biblical  solution  that  works." 

Joel  Nederhood,  director  of  minis- 
tries for  the  past  24  years  of  The  Back 
to  God  Hour  radio  program  of  the 
Christian  Reformed  Church,  will  de- 
liver the  biblical  keynote  addresses  for 
the  convention.  He  will  speak  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  mornings. 

Speaker  for  the  Wednesday  evening 
plenary  session  will  be  Tony  Evans, 
senior  pastor  of  Oak  Cliff  Bible  Fel- 
lowship in  Dallas,  Texas,  and  founder 
and  president  of  The  Urban  Alterna- 
tive, a  national  organization  designed 
to  promote  expository  preaching, 
teaching,  and  church  renewal  in  the 
black  community. 

Presenting  the  address  during  the 
concluding  banquet  will  be  Becky  Pip- 
pert,  popular  speaker  on  Christian 
evangelism    and    spiritual    life    and 


author  of  the  book  Out  of  the  Salt 
Shaker,  considered  to  be  a  modern 
classic  on  evangelism. 

A  conference  on  capital  fund  raising 
for  the  local  church  will  precede  the 
convention  (on  Monday  afternoon  and 
Tuesday  morning),  sponsored  by  the 
Christian  Stewardship  Association,  an 
affiliate  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals.  Douglas  Anderson,  foun- 
der and  president  of  Nehemiah  Minis- 
tries, and  his  staff  will  help  pastors 
and  lay  persons  explore  ways  the  local 
church  can  secure  funds  for  expansion 
and  growth. 

For  registration  information  about 
the  convention,  write  or  call  NAE, 
P.O.  Box  28,  Wheaton,  IL  60189 
(phone  708-665-0500).  If  you  plan  to 
attend  and  are  interested  in  represent- 
ing The  Brethren  Church,  contact 
Ronald  W.  Waters,  Director  of  Breth- 
ren Church  Ministries,  524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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UPDATE 


From 
The 


The  youth  group  of  the  Valley 
Brethren  Church,  Jones  Mills,  Pa., 
known  as  "Seekers  in  Sneakers,"  sur- 
prised their  moms  and  dads  on 
November  4  with  a  supper  in  their 
parents'  honor.  The  members  of  the 
group  made  the  invitations,  decorated 
the  fellowship  hall,  helped  prepare 
the  food,  and  presented  a  program. 
Twenty-five  people  attended  the  sup- 
per. Seekers  in  Sneakers  has  ten 
members,  ages  8  through  11.  Their 
leaders  are  Jane  Yoder  and  Dolly 
Kunkle. 

The  Ardmore  Brethren  Church  of 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  recently  received  a 
bequest  of  $32,475  from  the  estate  of 
Elsie  G.  Carpenter,  a  former  member 
of  the  congregation  who  lived  in  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  for  many  years  with  her 
husband  and  her  daughter,  Dorothy. 
The  gift  met  an  urgent  need  of  the 
congregation  —  that  of  a  new  roof  for 
the  church  building.  The  congregation 
had  resigned  itself  to  borrowing  the 
money  to  replace  the  roof.  Then  it  re- 
ceived the  bequest,  which  was  more 
than  twice  the  amount  needed  for  the 
repairs. 

The  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church  in 
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GOSPEL  PIANISTS 
..   AND  ORGANISTS 

■2  Exciting  New  Books 
and  Cassettes 


)  [1]  HYMNS  BY  EAR 

t  Explains  how  to  play  and 
'  chord  any  hymn  you've 
\  ever  heard-entirely  by 
i  ear!  How  to  find  the  right 
f  starting  note,  what 
/  chords  to  play  and  when, 
f  in  easy  keys  first,  then 
J  any  key.  10  easy  lessons 
J  $6.95  +  70c  Also 

t  CASSETTE  gives  more 
t  explanations,  illustrates 
<[  every  step.  Hear  how 
f songs  should  sound 
'  $6.95  +  40c  Both  $12.98 


[2]  GOSPEL  MUSIC 

Shows  how  to  play  melo- 
dies in  right  hand,  chrods 
in  left.  Play  rhythm 
basses,  fills,  runs,  cross 
hands,  "walking' 

basses,  melodies  in  3rds, 
6ths.  20  easy  lessons 
$6.95  +  70c  Also 

CASSETTE  goes  beyond 
in  explanations  and  il- 
lustrations. Repeat  as 
often  as  you  wish  in 
privacy  at  home.  $6.95  + 
40c  Both  $12.98 


Dayton,  Ohio,  dedicated  its  church 
archive  on  Sunday  morning, 
November  12,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
morning  worship  service. 

Rev.  Clarence  Stogsdill,  pastor  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  and  Rev.  William  Curtis,  pas- 
tor of  the  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel 
in  Tucson,  attended  a  Billy  Graham 
School  of  Evangelism  from  October  30 
through  November  3  in  Alberta, 
Canada. 

The  Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church  is  in  the  process  of  purchas- 
ing for  $50,000  a  property  located  just 
east  of  the  church  building,  with  clos- 
ing to  be  on  or  before  the  end  of  Janu- 
ary. The  property  is  being  purchased 
to  allow  for  future  expansion  of  the 
church  facility.  This  is  the  third  prop- 
erty the  congregation  has  purchased 
in  the  last  five  years  in  order  to  pro- 
vide parking  space  and  room  for 
growth.  The  Smithville  congregation 
also  voted  recently  to  give  the  Smoky 
Row  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  $10,000  toward  a  planned  addi- 
tion to  that  congregation's  facility. 

Ruby  Wright,  a  member  of  the 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  celebrated  her  100th 
birthday  on  October  30,  1989.  Miss 
Wright  now  lives  in  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
but  continues  to  keep  in  contact  with 
her  home  church.  According  to  report- 
er LaVeta  Immel,  Miss  Wright  is  still 
keen  of  mind,  though  suffering  from 
failing  eyesight. 

Audra  Little,  a  member  of  the 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  was  honored  October  15th 
at  a  reception  in  the  church  fellowship 
hall  in  celebration  of  her  90th  birth- 
day, (which  occurred  on  October  13th). 
The  reception  was  hosted  by  her  son, 
Rev.  Larry  Bolinger,  and  his  family, 


along  with  Mrs.  Little's  stepchildren 
and  their  families,  including  Mrs. 
Frank  Conrad  and  Norman  and 
Richard  Little.  Audra  now  resides  in 
Kissimmee,  Fla.,  with  Larry  and  his 
wife,  Rose,  former  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries to  Nigeria. 

The  College  Corner  Brethren 
Church  near  Wabash,  Ind.,  held  a 
dedication  service  Sunday,  September 
3,  for  the  many  improvements  that 
had  been  made  in  prior  months  to  the 
church  facility.  These  improvements 
included  refinishing  the  pews,  a  mis- 
sionary bulletin  board,  repainting  the 
interior  of  the  sanctuary,  remodeling 
the  kitchen,  landscaping,  and  new  car- 
pet in  the  foyer. 

Recent  fighting  in  San  Salvador, 

capital  of  El  Salvador,  has  forced  at 
least  3,000  people  from  their  homes, 
many  of  whom  sought  refuge  in  area 
churches.  Working  through  a  coalition 
of  evangelical  churches,  World  Relief 
is  providing  emergency  food,  blankets, 
and  bedding  to  nearly  1,000  displaced 
people.  Churches  are  also  organizing 
Sunday  schools,  Bible  studies,  and 
child  care.  World  Relief  needs  to  raise 
$100,000  within  60  days  for  im- 
mediate aid  to  these  war  victims. 

National  Safety  Sabbath  will  be 
observed  February  10-14,  with  the 
theme,  "Love  One  Another,  Help  Save 
Lives,"  and  focusing  on  school  bus 
safety,  children  and  strangers,  and 
church  accessibility  for  the  disabled. 
Kits  containing  bulletin  articles  ad- 
dressing these  three  topics,  a  program 
guide,  posters,  children's  activities, 
tips  for  improving  playground  safety, 
and  a  church  building  safety  checklist 
are  available  free  by  writing  to  the 
National  Safety  Council,  Religious 
Leaders'  Division,  444  N.  Michigan 
Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60611. 


SAVE-both  books  and  both  cassettes-$25  ppd ' 
(Specify  piano  or  organ.)  1-800-782-SONG  (7664)  \ 
[FREE  WITH  ORDER-chord  chart  showing  84  chords!^ 
» MONEY  BACK  E  B  DAVIDSONS,  6727  Metcalft 
[GUARANTEE!  Shawnee  Mission,  KS  66204? 


In  Memory 

Robert  D.  Jennings,  55,  December  4. 
Member  since  1981  of  the  Oak  Hill  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  served  as  head 
usher  and  trustee.  Services  by  Pastor  Wil- 
liam Skeldon  and  Rev.  Carl  Gray. 
Jim  Lyman,  41,  December  1.  Member  for 
7  years  of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Brian  H.  Moore. 
Harold  Rhinesmith,  62,  December  1. 
Member  for  31  years  of  the  Elkhart  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  served  as  Sun- 
day school  teacher,  on  the  Ministry  of 
Property,  and  as  an  usher.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor Timothy  P.  Garner. 
Viva  Gladys  Meiser,  81,  November  6. 
Longtime  member  of  the  Waterloo  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Lynn 
Mercer. 


Vera  E.  Laughlin,  88,  November  4.  Mem- 
ber for  38  years  of  the  Wayne  Heights 
Brethren  Church,  where  she  served  as  a 
dedicated  Sunday  school  teacher  and  in 
numerous  other  positions.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor Daniel  J.  Knight. 


Goldenaires 

Robert  and  Lillian  Orvis,  55th,  De- 
cember 24.  Members  of  the  Waterloo  First 
Brethren  Church. 


Membership  Growth 

Milford:  6  by  baptism 

Masontown:  1  by  transfer 

New  Lebanon:  1  by  baptism 

Saint  James:  12  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)- 

PRAYING  WITHOUT  STOPPING 

You  probably  pray  at  lots  of  times  during  the  day  —  before  meals  and  at 
bedtime.  Did  you  know  that  the  Bible  (in  I  Thessalonians  5:17)  says  that  we 
should  pray  all  the  time?  But  how  can  we  pray  without  stopping? 

Not  all  of  prayer  is  us  talking  to  God.  In  fact,  most  of  prayer  is  actually  listening. 
Being  quiet  before  God  is  an  important  part  of  praying. 

A  long  time  ago  there  was  a  man  named  Brother  Lawrence  who  taught  many 
people  how  to  live  a  life  of  prayer.  He  said  that  praying  without  stopping  is  a  life  in  which 
you  are  always  aware  of  God  and  ready  to  listen,  no  matter  what  you  may  be  doing. 

There  is  a  little  song  that  says  we  should  whisper  a  prayer  in  the  morning,  whisper 
a  prayer  at  noon,  and  whisper  a  prayer  in  the  evening,  to  keep  our  hearts  in  tune.  I  like 
the  idea  of  keeping  our  hearts  "in  tune"  with  God. 

Just  as  a  television  set  needs  to  be  "in  tune"  with  the  invisible  television  waves  that 
are  in  the  air,  we  need  to  keep  "in  tune"  with  God  so  we  can  have  a  clear  picture  of  what 
He  wants  us  to  do  for  Him  on  this  earth. 

If  a  television  set  is  not  "in  tune,"  it  will  have  a  fuzzy  or  snowy-looking  picture  —  or 
maybe  no  picture  at  all.  When  we  are  not  "in  tune"  with  God,  our  lives  get  kind  of  "fuzzy" 
and  confused  as  well.  We  have  trouble  sorting  out  what  is  right  and  wrong.  We  may 
forget  how  much  God  loves  us.  Without  God,  we  lose  the  way  and  can  no  longer  do  the 
things  that  God  created  us  to  do  for  Him. 

Do  you  need  a  "tune  up"  on  your  heart?  Be  sure  to  spend  some  time  alone  with 
God  each  day.  And  "tune"  your  heart  to  hear  Him  at  all  times. 


Name  That  Pray-er 

Look  up  the  verses  below,  then  fill  in  the  blank  spaces  beside  the  references  to  name  the 
persons  who  prayed. 

Mark  1 :35 U  _  Exodus  8:28-31 E  _ 

II  Samuel  7:18 L_  Jonah  2:1 -2 N 

I  Samuel  2:1-2 H  Genesis  25:21 A  _ 

Acts  10:9 E_  II  Kings  6:15-17 _  L 


Elijah  Hears  God's  Voice 

Elijah  was  sad  and  scared.  Therefore  he  went  and  hid  in  a  cave.  There  he  prayed,  and  God 
spoke  to  him.  But  in  what  one  thing  below  did  Elijah  hear  God's  voice?  Read  I  Kings  19:9-13  in 
your  Bible  to  find  out  how  Elijah  heard  God  speak.  Then  check  the  correct  box  to  mark  the  right 
answer  below. 

□  in  a  strong  windstorm  □  in  a  terrible  earthquake 

□  in  a  hot,  roaring  fire  □  in  a  small,  quiet  voice 
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Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


"Ensuring  the  Future 
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Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has  a  long 
history  of  preparing  men  and  women  for 
ministry  that  dates  back  to  1878  when  it  first 
emerged  as  a  religion  department  of  Ashland 
University.  Founded  by  The  Brethren  Church,  the 
Seminary's  main  objective  is  preparing  adequately 
trained  leaders  for  Christian  ministry  throughout 
the  world. 

Today,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  is  the 
largest  seminary  in  Ohio.  It  is  also  recog- 
nized as  a  leader  among  evangelical  schools.  The 
student  body  reflects  the  multi-dimensionality  of 
the  Seminary,  with  students  from  most  of  the  50 
states  as  well  as  ten  foreign  countries.  Students 
also  represent  50  different  denominations,  including 
most  mainline  churches. 

Faculty  also  reflect  this  dimension,  with  repre- 
sentation from  The  Brethren  Church,  Breth- 
ren in  Christ,  Plymouth  Brethren,  Free  Methodist, 
United  Methodist,  Assembly  of  God,  American 
Baptist,  Nazarene,  Independent  Baptist,  Lutheran 
and  Presbyterian.  The  faculty  at  Ashland  is  highly 
trained  and  committed  to  excellence. 

The  Seminary  is  recognized  nationally  as  a 
conservative  evangelical  school  with  a  com- 
plete and  uncompromising  loyalty  to  the  Scriptures 
and  to  the  biblical  and  historical  Christian  faith. 

The  commitment  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  is  to  equip  Christian  leadership  in 
ministries  of  the  pastorate,  missions,  education, 
counseling  and  community  life. 


At  Ashland,  this  preparation  begins  with 
Spiritual  Formation,  where  students  are  en- 
couraged and  fostered  in  a  life  dedicated  to  the 
spiritual  disciplines  of  prayer,  Bible  study  and 
obedience  to  the  Word  of  God. 
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A  shland  Theological  Seminary  is  in  the 


forefront  of  preparing  men  and  women 
for  an  effective  global  ministry,"  says  Dr.  Frederick 
J.  Finks,  vice  president  for  the  Seminary.  "The 
climate  at  Ashland  is  a  positive,  optimistic  and 
evangelistic  one,  where  students  begin  a  lifelong 
pursuit  of  learning.  The  future  holds  great  promise 
as  these  students  encircle  the  globe  for  Christ." 

The  Seminary  has  also  developed  a  campus 
"without  walls," 
reaching  out  to  students 
in  the  greater  metropoli- 
tan areas  of  Cleveland 
and  Detroit.  The  impact 
of  this  mission  endeavor 
reaches  into  the  heart  of 
America  with  the  good 
news  of  the  Gospel. 


This  is  the  mission 
of  Ashland  Semi- 
nary: to  train  servant 
leaders  in  the  ministries 
to  which  they  are  called. 
This  action  seeks  to 
honor  God  and  fulfill 
His  mandate  of  "making 
disciples  in  all  the 
nations."  Together  with 
your  help  we  shall  be 
faithful. 


CM 
<3 


-0 
=3- 


Z 

_J  W 

U  CD  -- 

m  LU  CC 

rr  _J  LU 

O  -J  H 

i-  O  ifs 

m  u  ui 


■y  \- 


LU  GO 
til 

I 


X 
CJ 

z 


UJ 

X  X 
U  h- 


UJ 


HI   Z 

m  z 


the 
salt 
shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Cauliflower  Theology 


THERE  is  great  emphasis  today 
on  training.  Training  is  basic  to 
one's  education.  Mark  Twain  once 
said,  "Training  is  everything.  The 
peach  was  once  a  bitter  almond; 
cauliflower  is  nothing  but  a  cabbage 
with  a  college  education." 

Heredity  and  training 

That  statement  epitomizes  Mark 
Twain's  philosophy,  as  well  as  the 
philosophy  of  many  educators  today. 
It  is  based  upon  the  belief  that  a 
human  being  is  the  product  of  two 
factors:  heredity  and  training.  Since 
heredity  cannot  be  altered  after 
birth,  training  is  the  only  basic  vari- 
able in  human  success.  Thus  train- 
ing is  everything. 

"No  one  can  achieve  anything  im- 
portant simply  as  a  result  of  hered- 
ity or  talent,"  according  to  Mark 
Twain.  "Training  is  always  the  criti- 
cal factor  in  success  .  .  .  there  is 
nothing  training  cannot  do.  Nothing 
is  above  its  reach.  It  can  turn  bad 
morals  to  good;  it  can  destroy  bad 
principles  and  recreate  good  ones;  it 
can  lift  men  to  angelship."  Essen- 
tially, what  Mark  Twain  is  saying  is 
that  each  one  of  us  has  the  stuff 
within  us  to  achieve  whatever  our 
goals  and  dreams  may  be. 

This  is  a  philosophy  adopted  in 
thousands  of  seminars  and  books 
today.  It  is  also  a  part  of  our  educa- 
tional system,  and  is  now  an  ac- 
cepted theological  concept.  It  is  what 
people  want  to  hear  from  our  pul- 
pits. It  is  what  I  call  cauliflower 
theology,    and    many    a    successful 


preacher  makes  a  good  living  from 
proclaiming  it. 

But  cauliflower  theology  has  one 
significant  drawback.  It  is  contrary 
to  the  word  of  God.  It  makes  the 
erroneous  assumption  that  people 
can  lift  themselves  to  angelship  by 
means  of  training  and  education.  It 
overlooks  the  biblical  concept  that 
humans  are  fallen  creatures  who 
love  darkness  more  than  light  (John 
3:19). 

Cauliflower  theology  may  taste 
good,  may  even  look  good.  But  it  is 
still  "cabbage  theology,"  because  it 
does  not  know  what  to  do  with  our 
abominable  dark  side.  No  matter 
how  hard  we  try,  we  cannot  lift  our- 
selves by  our  own  bootstraps  to 
angelship.  We  can't  invent  the 
"right  stuff'  to  do  it. 

We'd  rather  do  it  our  way 

Nevertheless,  people  still  try. 
We'd  rather  do  it  our  way  than 
apply  biblical  concepts  or  do  it  God's 
way. 

The  anonymous  entrepreneur  in 
Mark  10  tried  to  make  cauliflower 
out  of  cabbage.  "How  can  I  inherit 
eternal  life?"  he  asked  Jesus. 
Nicodemus,  in  John  3,  asked  the 
same  question  of  Jesus.  Both  of 
these  men  went  to  the  right  Source. 
But  both  of  them  were  trying  to 
make  cabbage  into  cauliflower! 

The  man  in  Mark  10  would  proba- 
bly be  a  successful  seminar  speaker 
today.  The  title  of  his  message 
might  be,  "How  to  Pull  Yourself  up 
by  Your  Own  Bootstraps,"  or  "How 


"Cauliflower  theology  may 
taste  good,  may  even  look 
good.  But  it  is  still  'cab- 
bage theology/  because 
it  does  not  know  what 
to  do  with  our  abomin- 
able dark  side." 

to  Turn  a  Cabbage  into  Cauli- 
flower!" He  was  probably  the  first 
person  to  use  that  saying,  "When 
life  hands  you  a  lemon,  make 
lemonade." 

The  missing  ingredient 

Jesus,  however,  deflated  the  bal- 
loon. He  pointed  out  the  missing  in- 
gredient: the  necessity  of  spiritual 
rebirth.  In  both  of  these  cases  (Mark 
10  and  John  3)  it  came  down  to  the 
spiritual  ingredient.  And  it  hasn't 
changed  since.  As  good  as  these  phi- 
losophies may  sound,  or  even  as  well 
as  they  may  work,  they  do  not  deal 
with  the  fact  that  "all  have  sinned 
and  come  up  short  of  God's  glory" 
{my  translation). 

I  do  want  you  to  notice,  however, 
the  reaction  of  each  of  these  men  to 
Jesus'  counsel.  I  think  we  can  safely 
assume  that  Nicodemus  became  a 
follower  of  Jesus.  According  to  John 
19:39,  he  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea 
took  care  of  the  burial  of  their  be- 
loved Master. 

In  Mark  10,  however,  the  wealthy 
young  man  "went  away  grieved,  for 
he  had  great  possessions."  He  was  a 
successful  man,  and  I  suppose  he 
continued  to  be  successful.  It  was 
the  very  nature  and  measure  of  his 
success,  however,  that  kept  him 
from  the  Kingdom  of  God.  His  prob- 
lem wasn't  what  he  owned,  but  what 
owned  him! 

It's  the  same  old  story,  folks.  You 
can  cook  the  cabbage,  color  it  if  you 
will,  dress  it  up,  season  it,  do  what- 
ever you  want  with  it,  but  it's  still 
cabbage.  It  will  never  become  cauli- 
flower, no  matter  what  you  do  with 
it.  Only  God  can  make  a  cabbage 
into  cauliflower.  And  that's  spiritual 
rebirth.  [t] 
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About  This  Issue 

For  the  past  number  of  years,  February  has  been  the  month  to  emphasize 
Benevolent  Care  in  the  "Ministry  Pages"  of  the  Evangelist.  Each  February 
the  "Ministry  Pages"  articles  focused  on  the  work  of  the  Benevolent  Board 
and  of  The  Brethren's  Home  of  Indiana,  Inc.,  and  Brethren  Care  of  Ashland. 

Because  of  the  organizational  changes  that  have  taken  place  at  the  de- 
nominational level  in  the  past  year  (as  explained  on  page  9),  that  has  now 
changed.  The  "Ministry  Pages"  of  this  issue  focus  on  three  of  the  four  com- 
missions of  the  new  Ministry  of  Outreach. 

Does  this  mean  that  "Benevolent  Care"  is  now  forgotten?  Not  at  all.  In 
the  new  organization,  the  former  responsibilities  of  the  Benevolent  Board 
have  been  assigned  to  commissions,  primarily  the  Social  Responsibilities 
Commission  —  which  is  one  of  the  commissions  featured  in  this  issue.  And 
even  though  The  Brethren's  Home  and  Brethren  Care  are  now  entities  sepa- 
rate from  The  Brethren  Church,  they  still  desire  to  serve  Brethren  people. 
Therefore,  news  and  information  about  these  nursing/retirement  homes  will 
be  included  in  the  Evangelist  from  time  to  time  as  it  is  available. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

How  Do  We  Know  What  Real  Love  Is?  —  "This  is  how  we  know  what 
love  is:  Jesus  Christ  laid  down  his  life  for  us.  And  we  ought  to  lay  down  our 
lives  for  our  brothers."  I  John  3:16. 


The  Spiritual  Example 
of  Abraham  Lincoln 


By  Dennis  Kastens 


WE  OFTEN  LEARN  BEST  from  the  examples  of  others.  This  is  true  in 
the  spiritual  realm  as  well  as  in  the  secular.  Many  of  us  are  what  we 
are  today  because  of  the  example  of  a  godly  father,  mother,  relative,  or  friend 
whose  influence  touched  us  in  a  special  way. 

The  spiritual  example  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln  is  of  significance  to 
us,  too. 
In  the  formative  years  of  Lincoln's  life,  he  sat  on  his  godly  mother's  knee 
and  listened  to  the  Ten  Commandments  from  Holy  Scriptures.  During 
later  years,  Lincoln  would  recount  that  these  were  among  his  fondest 
memories  of  boyhood.  The  biblical  teachings  would  have  an  effect 
on  his  daily  life  and  behavior.  But  was  he  a  Christian? 
Lincoln's  honesty  is  proverbial:  he  walked  several  miles 
just  to  return  a  penny  overpaid  to  him  in  a  business 
transaction;  as  a  lawyer,  he  defended  the  poor  —  free 
of  charge.  To  every  attempted  bribe  he  responded 
with  a  flat  refusal.  Even  today  we  know  him  as 
"Honest  Abe."  When  asked  about  honesty,  he  re- 
plied, "Whenever  I  am  confronted  with  some  temp- 
tation, I  still  can  hear  vividly  in  my  mind  the  tone 
of  my  mother's  voice  saying,  'I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God  .  .  .  thou  shalt  not  steal!' " 

Although  he  was  but  nine  years  old  when  his 

mother  died,  Lincoln  continued  to  attend  church 

with  his  stepmother  and  her  daughter,  Sarah. 

Each  child  sat  on  one  side  of  the  mother  —  there 

they  sat,  Abraham  and  Sarah! 

Yet,  for  all  of  Lincoln's  outstanding  personal  char- 
acter and  knowledge,  the  evidence  shows  that  he  had 
not  yet  acknowledged  Christ  as  his  Savior. 

Next  came  the  period  when  Lincoln  went  into  poli- 
tics. His  life  was  being  transformed  and  fused  by  the 
power  of  God.  Lincoln  was  going  to  Washington,  D.C.! 
On  his  way,  someone  sent  a  flag  with  the  following 
words  inscribed:  "Be  strong  and  of  good  courage;  be 
not  afraid,  neither  be  thou  dismayed:  for  the  Lord 
thy  God  is  with  thee  wheresoever  thou  goest" 
(Josh.  1:9). 

These  words  became  a  source  of  limit- 
less courage  to  Lincoln. 
For  although  he  was  des- 
cribed as  unattractive,  il- 
literate,   self-opinionated, 
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and  ill-mannered,  he  was  putting 
forth  efforts  to  amend  his  character 
by  turning  to  the  word  of  God  to  find 
strength  and  guidance.  He  was  clay 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lord. 

To  honesty  Lincoln  added  cour- 
tesy, humility,  and  vision.  Yet, 
something  was  missing.  Lincoln's 
personal  bodyguard  had  this  to  say 
about  him:  "The  misery  that  dripped 
from  Lincoln  as  he  walked  was 
caused  by  his  lack  of  .  .  .  personal 
religious  faith." 

How  could  this  be?  How  could  the 
great  Abraham  Lincoln  be  said  to 
lack  religious  faith?  He  thought  of 
God  as  being  distant  and  remote,  as 
One  who  ordained  the  temporal  af- 
fairs of  men.  But  he  had  not  come  to 
a  personal  relationship  with  Him  as 
the  One  who  sent  His  only  begotten 
Son  into  history  to  suffer  and  die 
upon  the  cross  in  payment  for  sins, 
so  that  we  in  turn  might  repent  of 
them,  put  our  trust  in  His  merits 
and  sacrifice,  and  so  be  saved 
throughout  eternity. 

The  Civil  War 

During  the  Civil  War,  Lincoln 
faced  sorrow  —  public  and  private. 
Over  and  over  again  during  the  con- 
flict, he  was  seen  praying  —  some- 
times all  night  long:  "0  God,  I  can- 
not lead  this  people.  O  God,  unless 
Thou  dost  help  us,  we  shall  have  no 
victory.  0  God,  help  me.  Thou,  Lord 
must  help." 

One  evening  his  friends  left  him 
sitting  by  the  fireplace,  his  elbows 
on  his  knees  and  his  face  in  his 
hands.  They  came  back  the  follow- 
ing morning  to  find  him  still  in  the 
same  position.  As  they  stepped 
quietly  into  the  room,  they  could 
hear  him  praying  in  agonizing 
tones,  over  and  over  again,  "O  God, 
0  God,  if  it  be  possible  let  this  cup 
pass  from  me." 

Lincoln's  sorrow  was  private,  too. 
His  son,  the  apple  of  his  eye,  the  de- 
light and  joy  of  his  life,  was  stricken 
with  a  severe  illness.  Day  after  day 
the  president  stood  watch  by  his 
son's  bed  along  with  the  nurse. 
Toward  the  end,  Lincoln  became  so 
anxious  and  overwhelmed  that  when 
the  boy  died,  the  nurse  thought  the 
president  was  going  to  go  to  pieces. 
It  seemed  as  though  he  might  never 
continue  his  work. 

But  the  nurse  who  stood  with  Lin- 
coln during  those  hours  of  agony 


was  a  Christian.  During  this  wave  of 
grief,  she  took  opportunities  to  point 
Lincoln  toward  the  cross  and  the 
Savior. 

Some  believe  it  was  her  influence, 
more  than  any  other,  which  made 
possible  his  conversion  a  short  while 
later  at  Gettysburg.  There,  as  Lin- 
coln viewed  the  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  crosses  marking  graves 
of  the  war  dead,  he  came  face  to  face 
with  Christ.  He  wrote  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  "When  I  came  to  Springfield, 
I  was  not  a  Christian.  When  I  left 
Springfield  for  Washington  and 
asked  you  to  pray  for  me,  I  was  not  a 
Christian.  When  I  went  to  Gettys- 
burg, I  was  not  a  Christian.  But 
there  at  Gettysburg,  I  consecrated 
my  heart  to  Christ." 

He  who  had  freed  the  slaves  now 
was  freed  from  the  shackles  of  his 
sins  —  and  had  found  the  new  birth 
that  comes  to  those  that  trust  in 
Jesus  Christ.  "With  tears  in  his 
eyes,  Lincoln  told  his  friends  that  he 
had  at  last  found  the  faith  that  he 
had  longed  for.  He  realized,  he  said, 
that  his  heart  was  changed  and  that 
he  loved  the  Savior.  The  president 
was  at  the  cross!"  says  one  historian. 

Further  evidence  of  Lincoln's  con- 
version to  Christ  was  uncovered  re- 
cently when  the  New  York  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Washington,  D.C., 
where  Lincoln  was  a  regular  attend- 
ant, discovered  in  its  archives  a  let- 
ter signed  by  the  president  shortly 
before  his  death.  The  letter  states 
that  he  had  given  a  great  deal  of 
thought  to  the  question  of  his  soul's 
salvation,  and  he  was  ready  to  make 
a  public  confession  of  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  Savior.  The  letter  was 
dated  Tuesday,  April  13,  1865.  His 


reception  into  the  church  was  set  for 
Sunday,  April  18,  1865.  But  barely 
24  hours  after  he  signed  this  letter, 
there  rang  through  the  Ford  Theater 
the  "maddest  pistol  shot  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  ages,"  says  a  historian. 
And  Abraham  Lincoln  died. 

That  night  of  April  14,  Lincoln 
went  with  his  wife  to  the  theater. 
The  play  was  nearing  its  end  when 
they  had  arrived,  but  he  was  not 
watching  it.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  at 
his  side.  He  was  leaning  in  his  chair 
and  talking  to  her.  There  was  a  lilt 
in  his  voice.  The  long  war  and  the 
struggle  was  over.  The  victory  was 
won.  The  union  was  secure. 

Lincoln's  last  words 

What  were  Lincoln's  last  words  on 
that  fateful  night?  He  said,  "Mary, 
you  know  what  I  would  like  most  of 
all  in  the  world  to  do?  I  would  like  to 
take  you  with  me  on  a  trip  to  the 
Near  East.  We  could  go  to  Palestine. 
We  could  visit  Bethlehem,  where  He 
was  born." 

At  this  point,  John  Wilkes  Booth 
stepped  into  the  box. 

Lincoln  went  on,  "We  could  go  to 
Nazareth  —  and  Bethany." 

Booth  lifted  the  gun  toward  the 
president's  head. 

"And  Mary,"  the  president  con- 
tinued, "we  could  go  up  to  Jeru-" 

A  shot  rang  out!  The  consequence 
was  death! 

I  am  convinced  that  Lincoln  rose 
up  because  the  Lord  raised  him  up. 
Lincoln  heard  the  bugle's  trill,  he 
heard  the  bells  ringing;  Lincoln  saw 
the  faces  exalting  as  he  was  wel- 
comed by  an  innumerable  host  into 
heavenly  glory.  Why?  Because  Lin- 
coln trusted  in  Christ,  who  died  for 
him. 

Lincoln  can  teach  each  of  us  that 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  think  we  are  re- 
spectable morally  and  that  we  are 
law-abiding.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  that 
we  feel  deserving  of  heaven  because 
we  have  suffered  so  much  here 
below.  What  matters  is  that  we  have 
gone  in  spirit  to  the  "green  hill  far 
away  without  the  city  wall,  where 
our  dear  Lord  was  crucified  and  died 
to  save  us  all."  [t] 

According  to  the  author,  much  of  the  ma- 
terial in  this  article  is  based  on  a  chapter 
entitled  "Lincoln,  the  Mountain  Climber" 
in  The  God  of  Great  Surprises  by  D.  James 
Kennedy  (Tyndale  House  Publishers, 
Wheaton,  111.,  ©  1973). 
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Deeds  of 
Love  and  Mercy 

Reflections  by  Phil  Lersch  on  the  last  two  sentences  of  The  Brethren  Church  Mis- 
sion Statement,  which  state:  Brethren  seek  to  be  channels  of  God's  love  by  being  a 
compassionate  community  of  His  ambassadors.  To  live  the  Truth  as  covenantal 
disciples  of  Christ,  Brethren  desire  to  love  and  serve  all  people  as  neighbors  and 
friends.  These  two  sentences  provide  the  foundation  for  the  Ministry  of  Outreach 
of  The  Brethren  Church  and  the  four  commissions  —  Evangelism  and  Church 
Growth,  Church  Relations,  Social  Responsibilities,  and  World  Relief  —  that  are 
part  of  that  ministry. 


I 


N  THE  HYMN,  Lead  On,  0  King  Eternal,  the  second 
verse  goes  like  this: 

Lead  on,  0  King  Eternal,  Till  sins  fierce  war 

shall  cease, 
And  holiness  shall  whisper  The  sweet  Amen  of 

peace; 
For  not  with  swords  loud  clashing,  Nor  roll  of 

stirring  drums, 
WITH  DEEDS  OF  LOVE  AND  MERCY  THE 

HEAVENLY  KINGDOM  COMES. 

"With  Deeds  of  Love  and  Mercy 

the  Heavenly  Kingdom  comes." 
Before  you  read  on,  sing  that  phrase  over  a  time  or 
two  in  your  mind. 

(pause) 
We  Brethren  have  become  Christians  by  faith: 

—  confession  of  sin 

—  accepted  Christ  as  personal  Savior 

—  been  baptized 

— joined  the  church 

—  became  a  part  of  God's  great  Kingdom. 
Now  the  big  question  every  day  is  .  .  . 

What  deeds  of  love  and  mercy  are  we  called  to 
perform  as  Brethren  Kingdom  citizens? 
Our  deeds  won't  save  us  —  we  know  that  — 

But  they  do  give  evidence  of  the  authenticity 

of  our  Kingdom  citizenship. 
They  register  the  degree  to  which  we  assume 

Rev.  Lersch  pastors  the  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  Brethren 
Church  and  is  a  member  of  the  Brethren  House  Ministries 
team.  This  article  is  a  written  version  of  a  message  Rev. 
Lersch  presented  at  a  luncheon  sponsored  by  the  General 
Conference  Executive  Council  on  Wednesday  of  the  1989 
General  Conference.  That  luncheon  focused  on  the  work  of 
The  Brethren  Church  Ministry  of  Outreach. 


responsibility  for  the  expression  of  God's 
Kingdom  in  the  world  today. 
Good  works  are  not  what  people  do  to  become 
Christians.  Good  works  are  what  people 
can't  help  doing  because  they  are  believers. 

THE  BIBLE  TELLS  US  SO: 
There's  the  well-known  theme  from  James  2  .  .  . 
"Faith  without  actions  is  lifeless." 
Faith  without  actions  invalidates  the  claim  to 
faith  —  it  declares  faith  empty,  hollow,  and 
worthless. 
Paul  said  to  Timothy  ...  (I  Tim.  6:17ff): 
"Command  those  who  are  rich  to  do  good, 
to  be  rich  in  good  works, 
to  be  generous  and  ready  to  share  with 
others." 
The  Apostle  John  tells  us  ...  (I  John  3:16): 
"If  you  have  something  you  could  give  to  a 
person  in  need,  and  you  turn  away  and  keep  it 
for  yourself,  Godly  love  is  not  in  your  life. 
Don't  try  to  love  with  words,  but  love  in  deed 
and  truth." 
And  then  Jesus  (in  Matthew  25)  said  He  might  tell 
you  someday  .  .  . 

"You  saw  someone  hungry  —  and  you  gave  that 

person  food. 
You  saw  someone  thirsty  —  and  you  gave  that 

person  some  liquid  to  quench  the  thirst. 
A  stranger  came  to  you  in  need  —  and  you 
welcomed  that  person  into  your  family's 
life. 
You  encountered  someone  sick  —  and  you  went 

to  see  her. 
You  heard  of  someone  in  prison  —  and  you  made 

it  a  point  to  go  talk  with  him. 
BECAUSE  you  did  these  things  unreservedly  to 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


"Good  works  are  not  what  people  do  to 

become  Christians.  Good  works  are  what  people 

cant  help  doing  because  they  are  believers" 


lowly  people  in  need,  you  were  doing  them 
also  to  me,"  Jesus  said. 
"Now,  experience  the  very  presence  of  God  — 
it's  ready  for  you." 
But  going  back.  When  Jesus  preached  His  first 
sermon,  the  text  was  from  Isaiah  61. 

He  claimed  that  God  had  chosen  Him  to 

—  bring  good  news  ...  to  the  poor, 

—  proclaim  liberty  ...  to  the  captives, 

—  recovery  of  sight  ...  to  the  blind, 

—  set  free  .  .  .  the  oppressed, 

—  and  announce  that  the  time  has  come  when 
the  Lord  will  save  His  people. 

These  were  tasks  (deeds)  to  be  performed. 
Then  on  a  later  occasion,  Jesus  relied  on  the 
evidence  of  His  deeds  (John  10:22-39): 

People  asked  Him  again  if  He  was  really  the 
Messiah.  He  answered,  "I've  already  told 
you,  but  you  would  not  believe  me.  But 
the  deeds  I  do  by  my  Father's  authority 
speak  on  my  behalf." 

Then  later,  "I  have  done  many  good  deeds  in 
your  presence  which  the  Father  gave  me 
to  do " 

Still  later,  "Even  though  you  do  not  believe 
me,  you  should  at  least  believe  my 
deeds."  My  deeds  are  my  credentials, 
Jesus  said. 

That's  the  evidence  — 

—  not  what  I've  said,  but  what  I've  done. 

—  not  what  I  profess,  but  what  I  perform. 

—  not  my  doctrine  alone,  but  my  deeds  (and 
we  know  for  Jesus  that  included  the  cross). 

The  evidence  for  the  identity  of  Jesus  on  that 
occasion  was  in  what  He  did.  And  that's  the 
challenge  for  all  of  us  followers  of  Christ 
to  duplicate. 

THE  LAST  PART  OF  OUR  BRETHREN  MISSION 
STATEMENT  gives  us  Four  Callings: 
To  be  —  Channels  of  God's  Love 
and  —  A  Compassionate  Community  of  God's 

Ambassadors 
and  —  Covenantal  Disciples  of  Christ  who  live 

the  Truth 
and  —  Lovers  and  Servants  of  all  People, 

treating  them  as  Friendly  Neighbors. 
Nice  phrases  —  well  said. 
Each  one  is  a  separate  article  .  .  . 
But  taken  together,  we  get  the  picture  of 

a  flowing  ...  a  gushing  stream  that  brings 
refreshment  and  renewal  to  all  those 
along  the  banks, 
a  reaching  out  ...  to  touch  (even  someone 
we  may  not  want  to  touch), 
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a  sense  of  extending  ourselves  .  .  .  expanding, 
a  scene  of  implementing  unconditional  love  .  .  . 
with  no  thought  of  what  we  receive  in 
return  —  through  the  good  works  of 

Evangelism,  Church  Relations, 
Social  Responsibilities, 
and  World  Relief, 
a  commitment  here  to  live  beyond  ourselves  .  .  . 
not  only  in  the  glorious  Godly  realms 
above  us,  but  also  in  the  Godly  and 
un-Godly  realms  around  us. 
There's  an  embracing  of  people  and  peoples 
different  from  ourselves  in  these  statements. 

Yet  we  know  that  this  just  doesn't  happen  by 
us  "doin'  what  comes  naturally." 

BUT  GOD  CALLS  US  —  and  /  can  see  biblical  things 
happening  (as  they  already  are  in  some  of  our 
churches)  .  .  . 

—  when  we  follow  the  example  of  Jesus  and 

deliberately  determine  that  these  are  the  ways 
we  want  to  live,  and  this  is  what  we  want  to 
do  with  our  time  on  this  earth  .  .  .  before  we 
leave  —  both  in  organized  denominational 
programs  and  our  personal  patterns  of  conduct. 

—  when  we  accept  the  inconveniences  that  helping 

people  in  need  may  place  upon  us. 

—  when  we  expend  energy  we  didn't  know  we  had 

because  people  are  hurting  (even  though  it's 
their  own  fault). 

—  when  we  become  learners  (and  look  beneath  the 

surface  of  complex  issues,  like  homelessness, 
and  avoid  seemingly  quick-fix  remedies). 

—  when  we  demonstrate  the  courage  to  discover  the 

truth  and  then  proclaim  it  with  compassion. 

—  when  we  find  our  greatest  fellowship  in  working 

together  to  serve  those  outside  the  church, 
rather  than  only  serving  ourselves  at 
fellowship  suppers  inside  the  church. 

—  when  the  EVANGELISM  &  CHURCH  GROWTH 
COMMISSION  leads  us 

to  break  into  some  new  forms  of  impacting 
people's  lives  with  the  good  news, 

to  learn  how  to  share  the  good  news  in  such 
appealing  ways  that  people  can't  avoid 
expressing  interest, 

to  think  more  in  terms  of  planting  ministries 
than  planting  churches  .  .  .  because  of 
discernable  needs  in  communities. 

—  when  the  CHURCH  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 
teaches  us 

to  affirm  other  denominations  and  ask  them  to 
share  with  us  what  they've  already 
learned  about  Kingdom  work. 

(continued  on  next  page) 


•  when  the  SOCIAL  RESPONSIBILITIES  COMMIS- 
SION challenges  us 
to  extend  hope  (in  practical  ways)  to  the 
homeless,  victims  of  AIDS,  single 
parents, 
to  question  our  unreasonably  high  military 
budget  (especially  when  other  government 
programs  are  severely  short  of  funds), 
to  develop  a  consistency  between  what  we  claim 
is  valuable  .  .  .  and  our  lifestyle 
patterns  and  possessions, 
when  the  WORLD  RELIEF  COMMISSION  inspires  us 
to  live  more  simply  (avoiding  the  trinkets  of 

life), 
to  volunteer  for  domestic  disaster  relief 

teams, 
to  reach  toward  $100,000  annually  in  relief 

giving, 
to  think  of  our  "own  people"  as  anyone  living 
on  this  earth  —  and  treat  them  as 
friendly  neighbors, 
when  the  EVANGELISM  &  CHURCH  GROWTH 

COMMISSION 
and  the  CHURCH  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 
and  the  SOCIAL  RESPONSIBILITIES  COMMIS- 
SION 
and  the  WORLD  RELIEF  COMMISSION 

challenge  us  to  examine  our  habits,  our 
comforts,  our  lifestyles,  our  witness, 
our  possessions  ....  and  our  potential, 
and  WHEN  WE  RESPOND  TO  THE  PROMPTING 
OF  GOD'S  SPIRIT 
to  discard  any  self-serving  trivial 
pursuits  of  the  church  so  we  have  time 
and  energy  and  money  to  assume  a  servant 
role  —  to  help  the  less-fortunate  and 
less-blessed  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
...  to  "practice  what  we  know"  .  .  .  and 
then  let  God  take  care  of  the  results. 


A  VERY  STYLISH  WOMAN  took  a  visiting  preacher 
calling  with  her  one  day  in  a  big  city. 
They  went  to  the  slums,  through  filthy 

surroundings,  to  a  dirty  apartment. 
An  unclean  woman  came  to  the  door.  The  visiting 

lady  gave  her  a  big  hug  and  kissed  her. 
Later,  this  preacher  asked  her  why  she  kissed 

this  other  woman.  "Because  I  love  her; 

she's  in  my  Sunday  school  class." 
This  stylish  woman  could  have  ruled  the  social 

life  of  this  large  city,  but  her  mission  was  a 

lowly  deed  of  love  that  day  (and  she  probably 

did  more  teaching  than  a  multitude  of  words 

on  Sunday  morning). 

PHILLIPS  BROOKS  was  a  great  preacher  in  Boston 
(1835-1893). 
When  he  died,  they  found  a  small  piece  of  paper  in 

his  billfold. 
These  words  were  written  by  a  bricklayer's 

helper:  "When  I  think  of  you  steadily  for  3 

minutes,  I  see  Christ." 
Phillips  Brooks  visited  the  tenement  houses. 

He  climbed  many  steps  to  rock  babies  to  sleep 

while  tired  mothers  got  some  rest  after  hard 

days  of  work. 
I'm  told  that  there  is  a  statue  of  Phillips 

Brooks  in  Boston  today.  Overshadowing  him  is 

the  figure  of  Christ,  with  his  hand  on  Brooks' 

shoulder. 
People  saw  past  him  and  saw  Jesus,  because  of  the 

way  he  lived. 

With  Deeds  of  Love  and  Mercy 

the  heavenly  Kingdom  comes. 
With  Deeds  of  Love  and  Mercy 

the  heavenly  Kingdom  comes. 
With  Deeds  of  Love  and  Mercy 

the  heavenly  Kingdom  comes.  [t] 


The  Ministries  of  The  Brethren  Church 


Ministry  of  Discipleship 

"Seek  to  know  the  Lord" 

Leadership  Development  Commission 

Christian  Education  Commission 

Stewardship  Commission 

Worship  Commission 


^c^7i*      Ministry  of  Outreach 

"Practice  what  you  know" 

Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  Commission 

Church  Relations  Commission 

Social  Responsibilities  Commission 

World  Relief  Commission 


The  Ministries  of  The  Brethren  Church  and  their  commissions.  Several  articles  in  this  issue  focus  on  the  Ministry  of  Outreach 
and  its  commissions,  particularly  the  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth,  Church  Relations,  and  Social  Responsibilities  Commissions. 
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Ministry  of  Outreach 


Introducing  the  Newly  Reorganized 
Brethren  Church  National  Office 

This  introductory  article  on  our  denominational  organization  and  the  three  articles 
that  follow,  which  focus  on  three  of  the  four  commissions  of  the  Ministry  of  Out- 
reach, were  written  by  Ronald  W.  Waters,  Director  of  Brethren  Church  Ministries. 


AS  OF  JANUARY  1,  1990,  the 
Brethren  Church  National  Of- 
fices implemented  a  reorganization 
of  ministries,  as  approved  by  the 
1988  General  Conference.  The 
former  Benevolent  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church,  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company,  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  and  World  Relief  Board 
were  merged  into  The  Brethren 
Church,  Inc. 

Though  the  former  boards  no 
longer  exist,  their  ministries  are 
being  carried  forward  by  The 
Brethren  Church,  Inc.,  through  its 
National  Office  (BCNO).  The  Gen- 
eral Conference  Executive  Council 
(GCEC)  serves  as  the  policymaking 
board  for  BCNO  and  Brethren 
Church  Ministries. 

As  part  of  the  reorganization,  the 
1988  Conference  also  established 
Brethren  Church  Ministries  com- 
missions to  give  input  into  the 
ministries  conducted  by  the  former 
boards  and  several  General  Confer- 
ence committees.  The  commissions 
have  been  organized  under  two 
ministry  umbrellas  as  follows: 

Ministry  of  Outreach 

Evangelism  and  Church  Growth 

Commission 

Church  Relations  Commission 

Social  Responsibilities  Commission 

World  Relief  Commission 

Ministry  of  Discipleship 

Leadership  Development 

Commission 

Christian  Education  Commission 

Stewardship  Commission 

Worship  Commission 

Each  commission  is  composed  of 
five  members  elected  by  General 
Conference  and  at  least  one  repre- 
sentative from  GCEC  who  serves 
as  liaison  between  the  idea-gener- 
ating commission  and  GCEC  as  the 
policy-making  board.  Work  of  the 
commissions    is    implemented    by 


commission  members  themselves 
and/or  by  the  staff  of  BCNO. 

The  Missionary  Board  is  not  di- 
rectly affected  by  this  reorganiza- 
tion and  continues  as  a  cooperating 
board  of  General  Conference  as  be- 
fore, overseeing  the  world  mission 
and  home  mission/church  planting 
ministries  of  The  Brethren  Church. 
Ashland  University  and  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  continue  to 
be  separate  institutions  in  their 
historic  relationship  with  The 
Brethren  Church. 

Brethren  Printing  Company, 
Inc.,  and  The  Carpenter's  Shop, 
Inc.  (Christian  bookstore  in  Ash- 
land), are  now  separate  corpora- 
tions owned  by  The  Brethren 
Church,  Inc.  As  part  of  the  re- 
organization, Brethren's  Home  in 
Flora,  Indiana,  and  Brethren  Care 
in  Ashland,  Ohio,  two  nursing/ 
retirement  homes  formerly  owned 
by  the  Benevolent  Board,  became 
entities  separate  from  The  Breth- 
ren Church  but  with  a  continuing 
desire  to  serve  Brethren  people  as 
well  as  the  needs  of  others  in  their 
respective  communities. 

Background  of  the  Reorganization 

Brethren  Church  organizations 
have  been  adapted  over  time  to 
meet  changing  needs  in  the  church. 
Beginning  with  the  Missionary 
Board  in  1892,  separate  boards 
were  established  at  various  times 
in  the  history  of  the  church  to  give 
direction  to  specifically  identified 
ministry  needs. 

To  provide  a  degree  of  coordina- 
tion of  the  ministry  of  the  separate 
boards  and  auxiliaries,  the  1955 
General  Conference  favorably 
adopted  Moderator  Woodrow 
Brant's  recommendation  to  acti- 
vate a  ten-year-old  proposal  of 
1945  Moderator  Rev.  N.V.  Leather- 
man  for  a  "Council  of  Boards,"  and 
called  it  the  Central  Planning  and 


Coordinating  Committee  (changed 
to  Central  Council  in  1963). 

In  1976  "Board  Group,"  an  ad 
hoc  committee  of  denominational 
board  presidents  and  executives, 
developed  a  proposal  for  merging 
all  denominational  boards  into  one 
board,  with  a  single  director  of 
Brethren  Church  ministries.  Fred 
Burkey,  then  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  prepared  and  presented 
the  proposal  to  General  Confer- 
ence, which  referred  it  back  to  the 
Polity  Committee  for  review  and 
refinement. 

In  1978  Conference  replaced 
Central  Council  with  a  new  Gen- 
eral Conference  Executive  Com- 
mittee composed  of  the  officers  of 
the  Conference. 

About  this  same  time,  Dr. 
Charles  Munson  was  granted  time 
by  the  seminary  to  study  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church.  He  as- 
sembled an  ad  hoc  Committee  of 
13,  including  pastors  and  church 
leaders,  to  assist  in  the  study.  The 
committee  proposed  to  the  1979 
General  Conference  that,  over 
time,  three  new  directors  be  hired: 
a  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries 
(implemented  in  1980),  a  Director 
of  Denominational  Business  (im- 
plemented in  various  forms  from 
1980-1988),  and  a  Director  of  De- 
nominational Ministries. 

In  1988  the  Polity  Committee 
drew  concepts  from  the  1976  and 
1979  proposals  and  adapted  them 
to  the  reorganizational  structure 
adopted  in  1988  and  being  im- 
plemented now.  Dr.  Dale  Stoffer,  a 
member  of  the  Polity  Committee 
and  General  Conference  Moderator 
at  the  time,  dedicated  many  hours 
to  meetings  with  the  various 
boards  and  personnel  affected  by 
this  proposal,  which  resulted  in  a 
broad  consensus  for  its  adoption. 

The  newly  organized  Brethren 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Ministry  of  Outreach 


Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  Commission: 
Helping  Us  Fulfill  the  Great  Commission 


WE  ALL  KNOW  what  the  pur- 
pose of  the  church  is  to  be. 
Many  children  can  recite  the  Great 
Commission  —  Matthew  28:19-20 
—  from  memory:  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  .  .  .  ." 
We  readily  give  assent  to  that  pur- 
pose of  sharing  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  with  those  who  have 
not  acknowledged  him  as  their  sav- 
ing Lord.  But  what  are  we  really 
doing  about  it? 

The  purpose  of  the  Evangelism 
and  Church  Growth  Commission  is 
"to  burden,  stimulate,  and  equip 
Brethren  people  to  share  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ  through  both 
words  and  actions  in  obedience  to 
His  word." 

Truly  progressives 

Our  forebears,  the  Brethren  of 
the  1880s  and  90s,  were  truly  pro- 
gressives. They  were  willing  to  try 
new  methods  to  proclaim  "the  old, 
old  story."  Though  criticized  for 
doing  so,  they  unashamedly  es- 
poused such  novel  practices  as 
protracted  meetings  (evangelistic 
services),  Sunday  schools,  and 
trained  and  paid  pastors.  They  rec- 
ognized that  the  status  quo  was  not 
sufficient  to  accomplish  the  task  of 
spreading  the  word  about  Jesus 
Christ. 

Unfortunately,  somewhere  along 
the  line  the  progressive  ideas  be- 


came the  accepted  and  routine 
practices  of  our  churches,  and  we 
lost  an  important  part  of  our  pro- 
gressive heritage. 

The  Evangelism  and  Church 
Growth  Commission  is  anxious  to 
restore  that  progressive  spirit 
among  us.  It  is  committed  to  help- 
ing local  churches  discover  what 
we  can  do  as  Brethren  that  no  one 
else  is  doing  in  our  communities, 
and  what  resources  others  have 
developed  that  can  be  used  or 
adapted  to  help  us  accomplish  the 
task  of  evangelizing  our  neighbors. 

Later  this  month,  Commission 
Chair  James  F.  Black  and  Director 
of  Brethren  Church  Ministries 
Ronald  W.  Waters  will  attend  a 
three-day  "How  to  Diagnose  and 
Renew  Your  Church"  seminar.  The 
purpose  of  the  seminar  is  to  help 
participants  discover  not  only  how 
to  analyze  the  present  situation  of 
a  church  and  the  opportunities  for 
outreach  in  the  local  community, 
but  also  to  help  determine  what 
the  church  can  be  doing  to  meet 
those  opportunities. 

Consultation  service 

Drawing  from  this  resource  and 
the  background  and  experiences  of 
others  in  The  Brethren  Church,  the 
commission  hopes  to  develop  a  con- 
sultation service  for  local  churches 
in  the  areas  of  long-term  planning 


Reorganized  National  Office 

(continued  from  page  9) 
Church  National  Office  has  re- 
tained the  Director  of  Pastoral 
Ministries  from  the  1979  Commit- 
tee of  13  proposal  and  combined 
the  two  positions  of  director  of  de- 
nominational business  and  minis- 
tries into  one  Director  of  Brethren 
Church  Ministries.  Other  staff 
members  from  the  former  boards 
have  been  retained  to  carry  on  the 
historic  ministries  of  The  Brethren 


Church.  All  of  us  in  the  National 
Office  are  available  to  serve  local 
churches  in  fulfilling  their  minis- 
tries for  Christ. 

This  month  we  are  emphasizing 
(on  this  and  the  following  three 
pages)  the  work  of  three  of  the  four 
commissions  grouped  under  the 
Ministry  of  Outreach.  World  Relief 
will  be  highlighted  in  April,  Sum- 
mer Crusaders  in  May,  and  Disci- 
pleship  Ministries  in  September. 


for  growth  and  church  develop- 
ment. Several  specific  churches 
will  be  targeted  and  challenged 
through  this  service  to  take  steps 
necessary  to  reach  their  full  poten- 
tial of  outreach  ministry.  Churches 
that  are  currently  experiencing 
growth  will  serve  as  models  and  re- 
sources for  the  project. 

Believing  that  we  have  individu- 
als with  exceptional  God-given 
abilities  for  ministry,  the  commis- 
sion will  continue  to  update  and 
distribute  lists  of  Brethren  speak- 
ers who  may  be  resources  for 
stimulating  local  church  outreach 
efforts. 

The  former  Evangelism  Commit- 
tee, forerunner  of  the  commission, 
hosted  a  1989  General  Conference 
workshop  on  visitation,  presented 
by  Rev.  David  Oligee.  The  commis- 
sion is  preparing  a  written  version 
of  the  workshop  to  share  with  pas- 
tors and  local  church  evangelism 
committees. 

Other  plans  of  the  commission 
are  to  provide  a  regional  continu- 
ing education  opportunity  for  pas- 
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Ministry  of  Outreach 


Church  Relations  Commission: 
Living  Up  to  Our  Name 


WHAT'S  IN  A  NAME?  In  Old 
Testament  times,  a  person's 
name  had  a  meaning.  That  name 
often  related  to  some  circumstance 
surrounding  the  child's  birth;  or  it 
might  be  a  reference  to  an  act  or 
attribute  of  God. 

Today  expectant  parents  study 
books  to  pick  the  right  name  for 
their  soon-to-be-born  child.  It  is 
quite  common  to  purchase  a  plaque 
or  a  laminated  card  bearing  the 
meaning  of  that  child's  name.  And 
perhaps  it  is  more  than  coinciden- 
tal that  many  people  become  what 
they  are  called. 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora  addressed  the 
1977  General  Conference  on  the 
subject,  "Why  a  Church  Called 
Brethren?"  In  his  message,  he 
asked  the  Conference  to  consider 
various  denominational  names: 

Lutherans  are  disciples  of  Martin 
Luther.  Presbyterians  are  so 
called  because  they  govern  their 
churches  by  a  system  of  elders 
(presbyters).  Baptists  insist  on 
the  great  rite  of  the  church,  and 
that  it  be  by  immersion.  Meth- 
odists got  their  nickname  because 
the  founding  Wesley  brothers 
were  so  methodical  in  everything 
they  touched.  But  what  can  you 
do  if  your  name  is  'Brethren'? 
You  have  to  be  a  family!  That  is 
what  outsiders  noticed  about  the 
first  Christians,  and  this  is  what 
observers  marked  about  the 
early  Brethren,  too. 


Evangelism  Commission 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
tors  in  evangelism  and  to  develop  a 
bibliography    of   evangelism    and 
church  growth  resources. 

Despite  the  myriad  of  methods 
available  to  us,  we  recognize  that 
any  evangelism  program  must 
build  on  the  simple  technique  of 
one  believer  telling  a  non-believer 
the  good  news  of  what  Jesus  Christ 
has  done  in  his/her  life.  As  disci- 


Certainly  we  know  the  impor- 
tance of  building  a  family  relation- 
ship in  our  local  churches.  The 
existence  of  large  vestibules,  fel- 
lowship halls,  carry-in  dinners, 
Sunday  school  class  parties,  and 
home  share  groups  speaks  to  the 
importance  we  place  on  building 
relationships  among  ourselves  and 
on  creating  a  family  spirit. 

Inter-church  relationships 

But  what  about  our  relationship 
with  other  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  faith  outside  our  local  congre- 
gation? Local  churches  are  not  iso- 
lated units  in  the  midst  of  the 
chaos  of  our  world.  Because  we  are 
part  of  a  denomination,  we  have 
ties  to  other  like-minded  people. 
And  because  we  are  Brethren,  our 
fellowship  must  reach  beyond  that 
circle  of  believers  that  makes  up 
our  local  church  .  .  .  extending  to 
other  congregations  of  Brethren 
near  and  far. 

When  readers  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  have  been  surveyed, 
they  have  consistently  said  that 
the  section  of  the  magazine  they 
turn  to  first  and  most  often  is  the 
"Update"  section  —  news  from 
other  Brethren  churches.  And 
when  former  Moderator  Warren 
Garner  recommended  that  our 
churches  form  "triads"  for  fellow- 
ship, many  congregations  accepted 
the   challenge   and   got   to   know 


pies  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  already 
witnesses.  The  Evangelism  and 
Church  Growth  Commission  hopes 
to  help  churches  and  individuals 
become  more  effective  witnesses  to 
our  saving  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  commission  welcomes  your 
encouragement  and  suggestions. 
Write  to  Commission  Chair  Rev. 
James  F.  Black,  1564  TR  46  S,  Belle- 
fontaine,  OH  43311;  or  to  the  Breth- 
ren Church  National  Office.        [t] 


other    Brethren    people    in    their 
area. 

One  purpose  of  the  Church  Re- 
lations Commission  is  to  foster 
a  family  relationship  among  our 
congregations.  We  may  develop 
that  relationship  through  several 
means,  one  of  which  is  by  intensive 
study  and  spiritual  growth  to- 
gether. A  task  force  of  the  Church 
Relations  Commission  will  be 
working  with  other  commissions  to 
develop  an  adult  retreat  for  study 
and  practice  of  the  spiritual  disci- 
plines. 

A  Brethren  Church  guidebook 

Another  way  we  may  build  our 
family  relationship  is  by  becoming 
familiar  with  information  about 
other  congregations.  Recently  a 
task  force  of  the  commission  formu- 
lated a  plan  to  publish  "A  Guide  to 
Brethren  Churches."  Purpose  of 
the  guide  is  to  acquaint  as  many 
Brethren  people  as  possible  with 
other  Brethren  churches.  The 
guide  will  contain  the  name,  ad- 
dress, pastoral  staff,  and  phone 
number  for  each  church.  In  addi- 
tion, it  will  include  current  aver- 
age worship  and  Sunday  school  at- 
tendances, times  of  Sunday  and 
midweek  services,  and  a  paragraph 
describing  the  current  ministry  of 
each  congregation.  Much  of  this 
material  has  been  available  in  the 
past,  but  not  in  one  handy 
guidebook. 

The  task  force  hopes  that  local 
churches  will  reproduce  this  guide 
freely  once  it  is  available;  encour- 
age their  members  to  review  the 
document,  particularly  to  become 
familiar  with  area  Brethren 
churches;  and  urge  members  to  at- 
tend a  Brethren  church  when 
traveling  or  vacationing. 

The    task    force    envisions    "A 

Guide  to  Brethren  Churches"  to  be 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Introducing  IdeaSheets 


The  Brethren  Church  National  Of- 
fice has  initiated  a  new  monograph 
series  entitled  IdeaSheets. 

IdeaSheets  are  one-  or  two-page  in- 
formation sheets  that  present  simple, 
straightforward  ideas  in  a  concise, 
easy-to-read  format.  IdeaSheets  are 
designed  to  contain  practical  ideas 
that  can  be  used  immediately  or  filed 
for  future  reference. 

IdeaSheets  are  distributed  at  no 
charge  to  pastors,  local  church  mod- 
erators, and  other  church  leaders  as 
a  supplement  to  Leadership  Letter. 
Pastors  are  encouraged  to  copy  these 
handy  reference  tools  freely,  sharing 
them  with  whomever  in  the  church 
could  be  helped  by  the  information. 


Each  IdeaSheet  is  punched  for 
insertion  in  a  three-ring  binder. 
Churches  may  wish  to  place  a  copy 
in  their  church  resource  library. 

The  first  two  IdeaSheets  were  dis- 
tributed in  the  January  19,  1990, 
issue  of  Leadership  Letter.  Titles  are 
"The  Welcome  Class  as  a  Means  of 
Outreach"  from  the  Evangelism  and 
Church  Growth  Commission,  and  "A 
Biblical  Basis  for  Corporate  Wor- 
ship" from  the  Worship  Commission. 
If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  a 
copy  of  either  IdeaSheet,  see  your 
pastor  or  send  a  stamped,  self-ad- 
dressed envelope  to  IdeaSheets,  The 
Brethren  Church,  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  OH  44805. 


(continued  from  previous  page) 
a  first  effort,  a  forerunner  of 
perhaps  a  later,  more  extensive 
document  that  would  focus  on  the 
history  and  background  of  each 
Brethren  church  in  a  handy  book- 
let form. 

A  third  way  to  build  our  church 
family  relationships  is  by  spending 
time  together  with  other  Brethren. 
The  commission  is  urging  local 
churches  to  meet  again  with  or  to 
continue  periodic  meetings  with 
other  churches  in  their  triads.  Sev- 
eral congregations  have  continued 
this  practice  and  have  found  it  to 
be  an  enriching  way  to  get  to  know 
other  Brethren  people.  Churches 
that  have  forgotten  what  congrega- 
tions are  in  their  triad  may  contact 
the  National  Office. 

But  you  need  not  limit  your- 
selves to  only  those  churches.  Build 
fellowship  with  any  Brethren 
church  in  your  area  or  with  a  dis- 
tant congregation.  Here  are  some 
suggestions; 

(1)  Plan  a  fellowship  dinner 
with  another  church,  followed  by  a 
singspiration  or  a  talent  show. 

(2)  Take  a  delegation  from  your 
church  to  your  neighboring  congre- 
gation's revival  or  other  special 
services  .  .  .  and  invite  other  con- 
gregations to  your  events. 

(3)  Pick  one  of  our  distant 
Brethren  churches  —  one  far  re- 
moved from  other  Brethren  congre- 
gations —  and  establish  a  prayer 
partner  program.  Share  prayer 
concerns  back  and  forth  by  phone; 


exchange  newsletters;  perhaps  ar- 
range a  pastoral  exchange  for  en- 
couragement and  support. 

(4)  Choose  a  home  mission  con- 
gregation in  your  district.  Plan 
special  efforts  to  encourage  this 
young  congregation  and  its  pas- 
toral family.  Provide  personnel  and 
financial  support  to  assist  with  va- 
cation Bible  school,  visitation,  or 
other  special  ministries. 

(5)  Take  large  delegations  to  dis- 
trict and  General  conferences.  In- 
tentionally sit  with  people  from 
other  churches  and  get  acquainted. 
(Many  have  developed  lifelong 
friendships  with  conference  ac- 
quaintances.) 

Other  denominations 

The  Church  Relations  Commis- 
sion has  also  been  charged  with  the 
task  of  developing  mutually  bene- 
ficial associations  with  other  de- 
nominations of  similar  size  and 
theology  to  ours.  Hopefully  the 
days  are  long  gone  when  any  of  us 
feel  that  only  people  from  The 
Brethren  Church  will  be  in  heaven. 
While  we  may  differ  in  interpreta- 
tion or  in  emphasis  with  other  de- 
nominations, we  still  share  the 
common  bond  of  love  for  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  being  part  of 
his  Body  around  the  world. 

To  foster  relationships  with 
other  denominations,  the  commis- 
sion has  suggested  that  we  invite  a 
broader  group  of  representatives 
from  other  denominations,  as  well 
as   representatives  from   the   Na- 


tional Association  of  Evangelicals, 
to  attend  General  Conference  this 
August.  In  addition,  the  commis- 
sion is  planning  a  luncheon  oppor- 
tunity for  a  limited  number  of 
Brethren  to  fellowship  with  repre- 
sentatives from  other  churches  at- 
tending the  Conference. 

Further,  the  commission  has  en- 
couraged the  National  Office  to 
send  press  releases  on  General 
Conference  and  other  significant 
events  to  national  Christian 
magazines  and  other  media. 

NO,  we  are  not  isolated  clusters 
of  believers.  We  are  part  of  a 
larger  body  —  The  Brethren 
Church.  And  The  Brethren  Church 
is  part  of  that  larger  Body  —  the 
Body  of  Christ.  We  must  take  ad- 
vantage of  opportunities  to  expand 
our  horizons  and  to  live  up  to 
our  family  name  by  truly  being 
Brethren. 

The  commission  welcomes  your 
suggestions.  Recommendations 
may  be  sent  to  Commission  Chair 
Rev.  Gerald  Barr,  P.O.  Box  182, 
Sarver,  PA  16055;  or  to  the  Breth- 
ren Church  National  Office.        [t] 


What  About  World  Relief? 

The  World  Relief  Commission  is 
also  a  part  of  the  Ministry  of  Out- 
reach. April  will  continue  to  be 
the  month  for  emphasis  of  and 
special  offerings  for  World  Relief. 
Watch  for  the  April  Evangelist 
for  information  on  this  additional 
outreach  ministry  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church. 
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Ministry  of  Outreach 


Social  Responsibilities  Commission: 
Deciding  to  "Do  Something" 


WHEN  the  Social  Responsibili- 
ties Commission  met  in  Sep- 
tember, members  quickly  recog- 
nized that  their  task  is  overwhelm- 
ing. With  so  many  issues  affecting 
our  communities,  our  nation,  and 
our  world,  the  challenge  is  to  deter- 
mine on  which  issues  we  Brethren 
should  invest  our  efforts. 

Sometimes  we  as  individuals 
also  feel  overwhelmed  by  the  prob- 
lems in  our  world,  and  we  wonder, 
"What  can  one  person  do?" 

An  initial  decision  of  the  com- 
mission was  to  encourage  indi- 
vidual Brethren  to  participate  in 
the  year-long  boycott  of  products 
sold  by  Clorox,  Mennen,  and  their 
subsidiaries.  Nationally  the  boy- 
cott was  initiated  by  Christian 
Leaders  for  Responsible  Television 
(CLeaR-TV).  Using  3,000  viewers 
in  33  states,  CLeaR-TV  had  moni- 
tored television  programs  and  com- 
mercials during  the  spring 
"sweeps"  from  April  27-May  24, 
1989.  Companies  advertising  on 
television  had  been  notified  of 
CLeaR-TV's  intention  to  call  for  a 
one-year  boycott  of  one  or  more  of 
the  leading  sponsors  of  sex,  vio- 


lence, profanity,  and  anti-Christian 
stereotyping.  Clorox  and  Mennen 
were  the  dubious  "winners"  and  be- 
came objects  of  the  boycott. 

While  one  person  boycotting 
these  products  would  have  little  ef- 
fect, tens  of  thousands  together 
will  have  a  decided  impact.  You 
are  encouraged  to  continue  boycot- 
ting these  companies  through  July. 

The  commission  redefined  its 
purpose  as  follows:  "to  stimulate 
and  equip  Brethren  people  to  be- 
come involved  in  knowing  about 
and  dealing  with  social  issues." 
The  commission  does  not  see  itself 
as  making  pronouncements  on  is- 
sues that  General  Conference  or 
local  churches  can  simply  rub- 
berstamp.  Rather,  the  commission 
hopes  to  foster  a  spirit  of  inquiry 
and  study  of  issues  that  will  enable 
individuals  and  congregations  to 
corporately  reach  conclusions  that 
result  in  action. 

To  assist  in  that  process,  the 
former  Social  Concerns  Committee 
(forerunner  of  the  present  commis- 
sion) developed  Abortion:  A  Study 
in  the  Word  of  God.  With  teacher's 
guide  and  student  manuals,  this 


Clorox  and  Mennen  Products 

CLOROX  PRODUCTS 

Hidden  Valley  Ranch  dressing 

Household  products 

Kitchen  Bouquet  cooking  sauces 

Act  laundry  detergent 

Charcoal 

Clorox  bleach 

Kingsford  charcoal 

Clorox  2 

Matchlight  charcoal 

Formula  409  cleaner 

Fresh  Scent  liquid  bleach 

MENNEN  PRODUCTS 

Liquid-Plumr  drain  opener 

Deodorants 

Lucite  paints 

Speed-Stick  deodorant 

Soft  Scrub  cleanser 

Lady  Speed  Dry  deodorant 

Strike  household  cleanser 

Toiletries 

Tackle  cleaner 

Afta  after  shave  lotion 

Tilex  cleaner 

Hawk  cologne 

Twice  as  Fresh  deodorizer 

Mennen  after  shave 

Wave  dry  bleach 

Millionaire  cologne 

Wave  powder  detergent 

Skin  Bracer  toiletries 

Cat  litter 

Personal  care  products 

Fresh  Step  cat  litter 

Baby  Magic  shampoo 

Litter  Green  cat  litter 

Protein  29  hair  products 

Food  products 

Smooth  Legs  shaving  lotion 

study  is  designed  to  help  individu- 
als and  groups  grapple  with  the 
hard  issues  surrounding  the  vol- 
atile issue  of  abortion  from  the  per- 
spective of  the  Bible.  The  intent  of 
the  study  is  for  individuals  and 
churches  to  come  to  conclusions 
about  their  position  on  abortion 
and  what  responses  to  take  as  a  re- 
sult of  reaching  those  conclusions. 

Churches,  Sunday  school  classes, 
share  groups,  auxiliaries,  and  spe- 
cial interest  groups  are  encouraged 
to  accept  the  challenge  of  studying 
Abortion:  A  Study  in  the  Word  of 
God.  Student  books  are  $2.00  each 
for  1-9  copies;  $1.00  each  for  10  or 
more.  Teacher's  guides  are  $2.50 
each  or  one  free  with  order  of  10  or 
more  student  books.  Orders  may  be 
placed  with  Mary  Ann  in  the 
Brethren  Church  National  Office. 

The  commission  hopes  to  develop 
similar  studies  for  other  issues.  Its 
members  are  also  in  the  process  of 
compiling  a  bibliography  of  books, 
films,  videotapes,  and  newsletters 
on  social  issues.  They  would  wel- 
come your  recommendations. 

The  commission  is  considering 
offering  a  motivational  workshop 
on  social  issues  to  local  churches. 
Details  will  be  announced  when 
available.  And  commission  mem- 
ber Mark  Logan  is  attending  an  in- 
tergenerational  conference  entitled 
"Shalom  V:  The  Enemy"  this 
month  on  behalf  of  the  commission. 

With  the  breadth  of  issues  re- 
quiring our  attention,  it  would  be 
easy  to  sit  back,  overwhelmed,  and 
do  nothing.  Instead,  the  Social  Re- 
sponsibilities Commission  believes 
it  is  better  to  select  a  few  areas  of 
concern  and  do  something  about 
those.  The  commission  welcomes 
your  recommendations.  Write  to 
Commission  Chair  Jean  Lersch, 
6301  56th  Ave.  N.,  St.  Petersburg, 
FL  33709;  or  to  the  Brethren 
Church  National  Office.  [t] 
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UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


St.  James  Church  Dedicates  Addition 


St.  James,  Md.  —  The  congregation 
of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church  ded- 
icated a  large  addition  to  its  church  fa- 
cility on  Sunday  afternoon,  December 
31. 

The  5,500-square-foot  addition  in- 
cludes east  and  west  transepts  to  the 
sanctuary,  two  classrooms  and  a 
chapel  (which  can  be  converted  into 
overflow  space  for  worshipers),  new 
east  and  west  entrances  and  ves- 
tibules, a  new  secretary's  office,  and  a 
pastor's  study,  all  on  the  main  floor. 

In  the  chancel  area,  the  platform 
was  extended  and  the  pulpit  moved 
forward  in  order  to  make  it  visible 
from  the  transepts.  This  area  was  also 
remodeled.  On  the  lower  floor  of  the 
building,  restrooms  for  the  handi- 
capped were  constructed  and  the  fel- 
lowship hall  was  enlarged. 

Total  cost  of  the  expansion  project 
—  which  also  included  installation  of 
central  air  conditioning  in  the  educa- 
tional unit,  a  new  sound  system  in  the 
sanctuary,  and  some  other  repairs  and 
remodeling  —  was  approximately 
$340,000.  More  than  half  of  this  has 
already  been  paid,  with  approximately 
$148,000  the  remaining  indebtedness. 

Rev.  Brian  H.  Moore,  pastor  of 
the  St.  James  Church,  led  the  dedi- 
cation service,  and  Rev.  Timothy 
Garner,  until  recently  associate 
pastor  of  the  congregation, 
preached   the   dedicatory   sermon. 
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The  enlarged  and  remodeled  chancel  area  of  the  St.  James  sanctuary.      Photo  by  Ronald  w.  waters. 
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District  Board  of  Spiritual  Oversight. 

Special  music  for  the  service  was 
provided  by  the  adult  choir.  The  serv- 
ice also  included  a  surprise  recogni- 
tion for  the  church  custodian,  Mrs. 
Sharon  Strite,  who  was  presented  a 
gift  for  her  extra  work  because  of  the 
remodeling.  An  open  house  followed 
the  dedication  service. 

The  St.  James  Brethren  Church 
dedicated  its  first  edifice  —  a  small, 
wood-frame  structure  —  on  Christmas 
Day,  1886.  In  1966  a  separate  educa- 
tional building,  the  first  unit  of  the 
present  brick  building,  was  con- 
structed. A  sanctuary  and  lower  au- 
ditorium were  added  to  this  building 
in  1971,  replacing  the  wood-frame 
structure.  Then  last  May  the  current 
addition  to  these  facilities  was  begun. 

The  St.  James  Brethren  Church 
Philosophy  of  Ministry  states  that  ".  .  . 
church  buildings  are  servants,  not 
masters.  Our  buildings  should  not  de- 
termine our  ministry,  but  our  minis- 
try ought  to  determine  the  nature  and 
extent  of  our  buildings.  Therefore,  as 
ministry  changes  or  grows,  facilities 
must  be  provided  to  help  assure  suc- 
cess of  those  ministries."  It  was  as  an 
application  of  this  philisophy  that  the 
recently  completed  expansion  of  the 
church  facilities  was  undertaken. 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Brian  Moore 
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Indiana  Youth  Rally  Focuses  on 
Developing  Proper  Attitudes 


Huntington,  Ind.  —  A  total  of  207 
Brethren  youth  and  their  advisors  at- 
tended a  Southern  Indiana  District 
Youth  Rally  held  Sunday,  January  21, 
at  Ike's  restaurant  in  Huntington. 

They  came  representing  20  Indiana 
Brethren  churches,  12  churches  of  the 
Southern  District,  and  8  churches  of 
the  visiting  Northern  District.  The 
rally  was  hosted  by  the  youth  of  the 
Roanoke  First  Brethren  Church. 

The  program  focused  on  developing 
proper  attitudes.  Nate  Williams  and 
Gail  Sluss  presented  a  skit  dealing 
with  attitude  problems.  Bruce  Gorrell, 
advisor  for  the  Roanoke  youth,  lead 
devotions  on  bad  attitudes  and  how 
they  are  contagious.  He  stated,  "When 
we  are  complaining,  we  are  focusing 


on  ourselves,  not  on  the  Lord." 

A  business  meeting  followed,  con- 
ducted by  Nate  Williams,  president  of 
the  Southern  District.  Troy  Cummins, 
president  of  the  Indiana  State  Breth- 
ren Youth,  reported  on  the  progress  of 
the  state  reorganization.  He  noted 
that  Indiana  youth  will  become  one 
district  in  September  1990.  Debbie 
Sweet,  the  College  Corner  youth  ad- 
visor, told  about  plans  for  the  coming 
state  rally  —  a  lock-in  to  be  held 
February  24-25  at  Southwood  High 
School. 

After  the  business  meeting,  the 
youth  enjoyed  an  afternoon  of  skating 
and  fellowship  at  a  nearby  roller- 
skating  rink. 

—  reported  by  Cindi  Stout 


Eilers  Ordained  to  Diaconate 
In  North  Manchester  Church 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  —  Dr.  Paul 
and  Alma  Eiler  were  ordained  deacon 
and  deaconess  in  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  North  Manchester  on  Sun- 
day morning,  January  7. 

North  Manchester  pastor  Rev.  Mar- 
lin  McCann  conducted  the  ordination 
service,  assisted  by  Rev.  James  Sluss, 
pastor  of  the  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church,  who  represented  the 
Indiana  District  Ministerial  and  Con- 
gregational Relations  Board.  Elders 
Woodrow  Immel  and  Clarence 
Kindley,  both  members  of  the  North 
Manchester  Church,  participated  in 
the  laying  on  of  hands. 

Dr.  Eiler  is  senior  medical  physician 
with  the  Manchester  Clinic,  and  Mrs. 
Eiler  is  an  elementary  teacher  in  the 
Laketon  School,  one  of  four  schools 
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Dr.  Paul  and  Alma  Eiler 

that  comprise  the  Manchester  Com- 
munity Schools  Corporation. 

—  reported  by  LaVeta  Immel, 
corresponding  secretary 


Brethren  Pastor  is  Author 
Of  Newly-Published  Book 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Dr.  Dale  R.  Staffer, 
pastor  of  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren 
Church  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  the  au- 
thor of  a  book  recently  published  by 
the  Brethren  Encyclopedia,  Inc. 

Entitled  Background  and  Develop- 
ment of  Brethren  Doctrines  (1650- 
1987),  the  book,  Staffer's  first,  pre- 
sents an  overview  of  Brethren  beliefs 
and  practices  for  the  past  300-plus 
years.  The  book  also  highlights  the 
writings  of  three  Brethren  men,  Alex- 
ander Mack,  Peter  Nead,  and  J.  Allen 
Miller,  using  their  writings  to  provide 
perspectives  on  the  18th,  19th,  and 
20th  centuries  respectively. 

The  book  is  a  publication  of  Staffer's 
dissertation,  "The  Background  and 
Development  of  Thought  and  Practice 
in  The  German  Baptist  Brethren 
(Dunker)  and  the  Brethren  (Progres- 
sive) Churches  (c.  1650-1979),  which 
he  completed  in  1980  to  fulfill  the  re- 
quirements for  his  Ph.D.  from  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary  School  of  Theol- 
ogy. This  work,  much  in  demand 
among  Brethren,  was  formerly  avail- 
able only  in  copies  made  from  micro- 
films. Prior  to  its  publication,  Staffer 
updated  the  work  through  1987. 

In  addition  to  his  Ph.D.  degree  from 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary,  Staffer 
has  degrees  from  both  Ashland  Uni- 
versity and  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary. Besides  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
Smoky  Row  congregation,  he  is  an  as- 
sistant professor  of  historical  theology 
for  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
teaching  on  an  adjunct  basis. 

Background  and  Development  of 
Brethren  Doctrines  (1650-1987)  by  Dr. 
Dale  R.  Staffer  is  available  for  $45.95 
from  The  Carpenter's  Shop  in  Ashland 
and  from  other  Christian  bookstores. 
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Masontown  Member  Celebrates 
100th  Birthday  on  December  10 


Masontown,  Pa.  —  Orville  Beatty 
Crowe,  a  member  of  the  Masontown 
Brethren  Church,  celebrated  his  100th 
birthday  on  December  10. 

Mr.  Crowe  was  baptized  into  the 
membership  of  the  Masontown  Breth- 
ren Church  on  March  1,  1925,  by  Rev. 
J.L.  Gingrich.  During  his  65  years  as 
a  member  of  the  congregation,  he 
served  in  many  leadership  positions, 
including  trustee,  moderator,  and 
Sunday  school  teacher.  He  played  an 
especially  important  role  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  Sunday  school/fellow- 
ship hall  addition  in  the  1960's,  as 
building  chairman  for  the  project. 

Over  the  course  of  his  working 
years,  Mr.  Crowe  had  several  occupa- 
tions —  school  teacher,  constructor  for 
US  Steel  Corporation  for  20  years, 
then  house  builder  in  the  Masontown 
area. 

In  celebration  of  his  100th  birthday, 
Mr.  Crowe's  family  held  an  open  house 
in  his  honor.  The  Masontown  Church 


Mr.  Orville  Beatty  Crowe 

added  to  the  celebration  by  sponsoring 
a  card  shower,  which  resulted  in  more 
than  100  cards  and  well  wishes  being 
sent  or  given  to  Mr.  Crowe. 

In  addition  to  personal  visits  by 
many  of  Orville's  church  friends  dur- 
ing the  open  house,  the  Mission  Sun- 


Oakville  Church  Honors  Pastor  Dan  Lawson 
For  Receiving  Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree 

Oakville,  Ind.  —  Dr.  Dan 

Lawson,  pastor  of  the 
Oakville  First  Brethren 
Church,  was  honored  by 
that  congregation  June  4 
upon  the  completion  of  his 
doctor  of  ministry  studies 
with  Pittsburgh  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

Dr.  Lawson  did  his 
studies  under  the  mentor- 
ship  of  well-known  author 
and  church-growth  expert, 
C.  Peter  Wagner.  His  doc- 
toral thesis  deals  with  the 
use  of  spiritual  gifts,  and  is 
entitled  Divided  We  Fall: 
the  Proper  Application  of 
Spiritual  Gifts  in  The 
Brethren  Church. 

In   recognition   of  their 
pastor's   achievement,   the 
Oakville  congregation  presented  Dr. 
Lawson  a  gift  and  honored  him  at  a 
surprise  reception  following  the  morn- 
ing worship  service  on  June  4. 

Dr.  Lawson  is  the  son  of  Marvin  and 
Dottie  Lawson,  members  of  the  Col- 
lege Corner  Brethren  Church  near 
Wabash,  Ind.,  —  the  church  in  which 
Dan  grew  up.  He  is  a  1980  graduate  of 
Ashland   University   and   received   a 


Dr.  Dan  Lawson  with  his  wife,  Lynne,  at  the  recep- 
tion honoring  him  for  receiving  his  doctor's  degree. 

Master  of  Divinity  Degree  from  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  in  1984. 
Following  seminary,  he  served  the 
Valley  Brethren  Church  of  Jones 
Mills,  Pa.,  for  four  years  before  mov- 
ing to  Oakville  in  May  1988. 

Dr.  Lawson  is  available  to  Brethren 
churches  to  conduct  worshops  on 
spiritual  gifts. 

—  reported  by  Joan  Merrill 


day  School  Class  visited  him  as  a 
group.  The  class  sang  several  Christ- 
mas carols  for  Mr.  Crowe,  and,  of 
course,  "Happy  Birthday."  Mr.  Crowe, 
whose  tender  heart  was  moved  to 
tears  by  the  visit,  quipped,  "I  cried  100 
years  ago  today;  I  guess  it's  okay  to 
cry  now." 

Mr.  Crowe's  wife,  Violet  (Johnson), 
died  August  8,  1985,  not  long  after  the 
couple  observed  their  71st  wedding 
anniversary.  The  Crowe's  had  six  chil- 
dren, four  daughters  and  two  sons,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living  except  one 
son,  who  died  in  1988.  Mr.  Crowe  has 
seven  grandchildren  and  fourteen 
great-grandchildren. 

Commission  Discusses  Short- 
Term  Ministry  Opportunities 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  Leadership 
Development  Commission  met  by  tele- 
phone conference  call  on  Saturday, 
January  6,  to  discuss  short-term  min- 
istry opportunities. 

Through  the  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office,  the  commission  hopes  to 
sponsor  the  first  of  a  series  of  short- 
term  ministry  opportunities  in  1991. 
These  will  be  for  older  youth  and 
adults  and  may  range  from  one  week 
to  longer  periods  of  time.  A  task  force 
of  the  commission  is  studying  possible 
projects  to  assist. 

In  the  meantime,  the  commission 
urges  local  churches  to  investigate 
needs  in  their  communities  that  vol- 
unteers could  assist  in  meeting.  Some 
churches  have  provided  or  assisted 
with  local  food  pantries,  building  and 
refurbishing  homes  for  the  under- 
privileged or  shelter  for  the  homeless, 
prison  ministries,  abuse  shelters,  and 
clothing  rooms.  Undoubtedly,  there 
are  similar  needs  in  your  community 
and  organizations  that  could  use  the 
assistance  of  committed  volunteers. 

Also,  the  commission  is  gathering 
information  on  short-term  ministry 
projects  and  organizations  that  Breth- 
ren people  have  assisted.  If  you  or 
someone  from  your  church  has  been 
involved  in  a  mission  or  service  project 
outside  your  community,  please  notify 
Deb  Ritchey  in  the  Brethren  Church 
National  Office. 

Further,  the  commission  is  compil- 
ing a  list  of  service  projects  sponsored 
by  Brethren  churches  during  1990  and 
in  which  other  Brethren  will  be  wel- 
come to  participate.  A  form  was  sent 
with  the  January  19  Leadership  Letter 
to  pastors  and  other  church  leaders. 
Information  on  such  projects  will  be 
released  at  a  later  date. 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  Cor  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven*'  (Matt.  19:14)* 

REAL  LOVE  .  .  .  NOT  MUSHY  LOVE 

People  use  the  word  "love"  a  lot  today.  Love  is  also  used  to  mean  many  different 
things.  People  say  that  they  "love"  pizza,  or  that  they  "love"  someone's  new  hairstyle,  or 
that  they  "love"  to  play  basketball.  But  having  reaj  love  for  a  person  is  not  so  easy. 

Real  love  for  someone  means  more  than  just  liking  that  person  or  getting  a  warm 
feeling  all  over  when  you  think  about  that  special  someone.  Real  love  is  sticking  by 
someone  no  matter  what.  And  that  kind  of  love  can  be  very  difficult  at  times. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  read  Ruth  1:16-18.  Ruth  said  these  words  to  her  mother-in- 
law,  Naomi.  Ruth  backed  up  her  words  and  her  feelings  with  actions.  She  didn't  just  kiss 
Naomi  goodbye  and  forget  about  her.  She  went  with  her  to  Bethlehem. 

Ruth  did  this  even  though  she  knew  that  they  might  die  on  the  long  and  dangerous 
trip  to  Bethlehem.  She  also  knew  that  even  if  they  reached  Bethlehem,  they  didn't  have 
any  food  or  money,  or  any  family  to  protect  them.  But  she  chose  to  go  with  Naomi  any- 
way. 

Ruth  loved  Naomi  with  real,  lasting  love.  That  kind  of  love  could  not  let  Naomi  go 
home  alone  —  without  some  help,  comfort,  and  love  from  another.  So  Ruth  went  with 
her  mother-in-law,  even  though  it  might  mean  that  they  would  die  together. 

The  Book  of  Ruth  is  not  very  long.  Take  time  to  read  the  whole  story  (or  ask  one  of 
your  parents  to  read  it  to  you),  and  find  out  the  happy  ending. 


HOW  DO  WE  KNOW  WHAT  REAL  LOVE  IS? 

To  find  out,  use  the  key  below  to  fill  in  the  missing  vowels. 
Key:     V  =  a    *  =  e    o  =  i    ■  =  o     ♦   =  u 

TH*S    #S      H-W    W*     KN-W    WH*T     l"v*    #S:    J*S*S      CHR#ST 

LV#D     D-WN     H#S     L*F*     F-R     *S.     VND    W*    "*GHT    t" 

L*Y     D^WN     "*R     L*V*S     f"r    "*R     Br"tH*RS. 

I  J-HN  3:16  (niv) 


SHOW  YOUR  FEELINGS  BY  YOUR  ACTIONS 
Make  a  St.  Valentine's  Day  Love  Coupon  ^^  /T~~rT'crMMtE 

1 .  Find  a  piece  of  colored  or  white  paper  and  fold  it  in  half.  /  \  vJj-  }^^  l[^S^3 

2.  Think  of  something  you  could  do  for  someone  you  love  /    \  ^UjrjT^N__ 

or  something  that  would  be  fun  to  do  with  that  person.  ^~^-~A^TTj5vi£N^^ 

3.  Write  your  idea  on  your  paper,  either  on  the  inside  or  the  outside,  \her\j\  *         .  *  UFLP? 

decorate  your  coupon  with  crayons,  markers,  or  hearts  cut  out  of  red   /  \  CP^*  *         ^ 

paper  and  glued  onto  the  coupon. 

4.  On  St.  Valentine's  Day,  give  the  coupon  to  the  special  person. 

Suggestions:  Maybe  your  sister  would  like  help  with  a  chore  she  does  regularly,    m 
Perhaps  your  mom  would  like  to  go  for  a  walk  in  the  park  one  day.  Maybe  your  dad 
would  like  to  make  dinner  with  you  one  evening.  Be  creative.  Think  of  some  fun  and 
helpful  ways  to  show  you  love  the  special  people  in  your  life. 
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AU's  New  "Meal  and  More"  Offers 
Both  Physical  and  Spiritual  Food 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  "A  Meal  and  More" 
is  a  new  concept  recently  introduced 
at  Ashland  University  that  provides 
AU  students,  faculty,  and  staff  an  op- 
portunity to  receive  both  physical  and 
spiritual  nourishment. 

"Meal  and  More"  is  a  half  hour  of 
worship,  special  music,  and  message 
followed  by  a  light  lunch.  It  is  held  the 
first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each 
month  from  noon  to  1:00  p.m. 

The  inspirational  service  is  held  in 
the  large  meeting  room  of  the  Center 
of  Religious  Life,  in  the  recently  re- 
modeled basement  of  the  Ashland 
University  Memorial  Chapel.  The 
lunch,  which  is  catered  by  the  univer- 


sity, is  eaten  in  the  lounge  areas  that 
surround  the  meeting  room. 

The  purpose  of  "Meal  and  More,"  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Michael  Gleason,  AU's 
director  of  Religious  Life,  is  to  provide 
AU  students,  faculty,  and  staff  an  op- 
portunity to  come  apart  from  busy 
campus  life  to  have  a  time  of  spiritual 
refreshment  and  Christian  fellowship. 

"Meal  and  More"  is  sponsored  by  the 
Office  of  Religious  Life  and  the  univer- 
sity's Religious  Interest  Committee. 
Dr.  Gleason  is  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  gatherings  and  serves  as 
leader  for  the  inspirational  services. 

Persons  from  various  denomina- 
tional   backgrounds    and    Christian 


traditions  will  be  taking  part  in  the 
devotional  part  of  "Meal  and  More." 
The  first  service  of  second  semester, 
held  January  15,  was  led  by  members 
of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Alyson  Finks,  a  freshman  at  AU 
from  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
played  the  piano  prelude  for  that  serv- 
ice, and  Jeff  Gilmer,  also  an  AU 
freshman  from  Park  Street,  read 
Scripture.  Vanessa  Oburn,  a  sopho- 
more from  the  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio, 
First  Brethren  Church,  sang  a  vocal 
solo.  Rev.  David  Cooksey,  director  of 
Pastoral  Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church  presented  the  message. 

Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal,  the  current 
General  Conference  moderator  and 
an  associate  professor  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  is  scheduled  to 
speak  at  the  "Meal  and  More"  on 
February  7. 


Left  photo:  worship  leaders  for  the  January  15  "Meal  and    Dr.  Michael  Gleason,  and  Vanessa  Oburn.  Right  photo:  some 
More"  —  (I.  to  r.)  Alyson  Finks,  Rev.  David  Cooksey,  Jeff  Gilmer,    of  those  who  enjoyed  the  lunch  that  followed. 


Special  Events  Planned  at  AU 
For  Brethren  Seniors,  Juniors 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Univer- 
sity is  offering  several  special  oppor- 
tunities for  Brethren  high  school 
seniors  and  juniors  during  the  months 
ahead. 

On  Saturday,  March  3,  Brethren 
who  are  seniors  in  high  school  will 
have  the  opportunity,  along  with  other 
high  school  seniors,  to  sit  for  the  an- 
nual AU  Scholar  Test.  Thirty-three 
renewable  scholarships  ranging  from 
$10,000  to  $500  per  year  will  be 
awarded  to  those  who  score  highest  on 
this  test.  For  more  information,  call 
the  AU  Admissions  Office.  In  Ohio, 
call  toll  free,  1-800-882-1548,  ext. 
5052;  out  of  state,  call  collect.  1-419- 
289-5052. 

High  school  juniors,  mark  your 
calendar  for  Brethren  Visit  Days 
scheduled  for  April  20-21,  1990.  You 
will  arrive  at  the  Ashland  University 
campus  on  Friday,  be  hosted  overnight 
by  AU  students,  then  join  in  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  annual  Junior  Visit  Day 


on  Saturday. 

A  similar  opportunity  will  be  open 
to  both  juniors  and  seniors  on  Sep- 
tember 7  and  8,  1990.  Brethren  stu- 
dents will  again  be  hosted  by  AU  stu- 
dents on  Friday  night,  then  enjoy  the 
fun  of  the  annual  Football  Fling  on 
Saturday. 

Additional  information  about  these 
programs  will  be  mailed  to  Brethren 
churches  prior  to  each  event. 

South  African  Evangelicals 
To  Speak  in  U.S.  in  April 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  —  Several  key 
black  evangelical  leaders  from  South 
Africa  will  be  speaking  at  a  number  of 
Christian  colleges  and  local  churches 
during  early  April. 

Caesar  Molebatsi,  director  of  Youth 
Alive,  Anna  Mogase,  Aubrey  Mokadi, 
and  Moss  Ntlha,  all  with  Concerned 
Evangelicals,  will  give  first-hand  re- 
ports of  apartheid  in  South  Africa  and 
share  accounts  of  their  experiences  as 
they  have  tried  to  respond  to  injustice 
in  a  Christlike  way. 


Concerned  Evangelicals  is  an  inter- 
racial (predominantly  black)  South  Af- 
rican organization  working  for  an  end 
to  apartheid  and  a  free,  just,  democra- 
tic future  for  all  South  Africans.  Its 
members  have  taken  an  active  role  in 
the  struggle  against  apartheid  and  in 
reconciliation  activities  bringing  to- 
gether blacks  and  whites. 

The  four  speakers  will  be  available 
to  speak  in  local  churches  from  April  7 
through  18,  1990.  Any  church  inter- 
ested in  hosting  one  of  them  for  a  Sun- 
day morning  service  or  a  special  week- 
day evening  program  should  contact 
Carol  Eby  of  Evangelicals  for  Social 
Action  (phone:  215-645-9394).  Having 
one  of  them  speak  would  provide  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  church  mem- 
bers to  wrestle  first-hand  with  the  im- 
plications of  living  a  Christian  life 
under  trying  circumstances. 

A  Sad  Note 

Word  was  received  after  the  article 
about  his  100th  birthday  celebration 
had  already  been  printed  (on  page  16) 
that  Mr.  Orville  Crowe  died  February  2. 
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The  Midwest  District  will  hold  its 
annual  Davenport  Conference  Feb- 
ruary 9  and  10  at  the  Best  Western 
SteepleGate  Inn  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Flora  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  will  speak  on 
the  theme  "Spiritual  Enrichment." 


Singers  from  the  Milledgeville  and 
Lanark,    111.,    Brethren    Churches 

presented  a  joint  Christmas  concert 
December  10  at  the  Milledgeville 
Brethren  Church. 

The  Oakville,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  held  a  Teacher  Appreciation 
Day  December  10  to  honor  its  1989 
Sunday  school  teachers.  Nearly  30 
teachers  were  honored  by  Sunday 
school  superintendent  Haldon  Ashton. 
Kristy  Ashton  sang  the  Ray  Boltz 
song  "Thank  You"  in  tribute  to  the 
teachers,  and  a  reception  was  held  fol- 
lowing the  service. 

The  Waterloo,  Iowa,  First  Breth- 
ren Church  gave  special  recognition 
on  January  14  to  12  members  who 
read  through  the  Bible  in  1989.  Those 


so  honored  were  Helen  Glessner,  Jay 
Hoffman,  Jeanette  Hoffman,  Nadine 
Klingaman,  Rachel  Kraft,  Myron 
Lamb,  Ruthe  Lamb,  Ethel  Lichty, 
Susan  Mercer,  Helen  Moser,  Lelia 
RuLon,  and  Zatha  Williamson. 

Everett  and  Mayme  Miller,  faith- 
ful members  of  the  New  Paris,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  and  known  to 
many  Brethren  from  their  involve- 
ment in  the  church  at  the  district  and 
national  level,  will  celebrate  their 
72nd  wedding  anniversary  on  March 
7.  They  are  93  years  old.  Their  address 
is  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  E.  Miller, 
Timbercrest  Home,  CR  200  E,  North 
Manchester,  IN  46962.  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
life  member  of  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church. 


In  Memory 

Treva  D.  Jackson,  85,  January  17.  Mem- 
ber and  deaconess  of  the  North  Manchester 
First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastors 
Marlin  McCann  and  Woodrow  Immel. 
Lewis  A.  Huff,  79,  January  10.  Member 
for  45  years  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  served  in  several  posi- 
tions, including  choir  leader  and  member. 
Services  by  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 
Ralph  E.  McClellan,  69,  January  9.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Arden  E. 
Gilmer. 

Ruby  Duncan  Fox,  86,  January  5.  Mem- 
ber for  62  years  of  the  Oak  Hill  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  she  served  as 
deaconess,  Sunday  school  teacher,  and 
church  clerk.  Services  by  Pastor  William 
Skeldon. 

George  Padgett,  91,  January  5.  Member 
for  32  years  of  the  South  Bend  First  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Larry  R. 
Baker. 

Marselle  Secrist,  85,  December  31.  Mem- 
ber for  51  years  of  the  Elkhart  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  where  she  served  as  Jr.  Sister- 
hood Patroness  for  9  years  and  held  all 
offices  in  her  Sunday  school  class,  and  in 
WMS  I.  Services  by  Pastor  Timothy  P. 
Garner. 

Hazel  I.  Housewerth,  92,  December  28. 
Member  of  and  organist  for  many  years  of 
the  Ardmore  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Gene  Eckerley. 
Dean  Benshoff,  81,  December  24.  Former 
member  of  the  Johnstown  Third  Brethren 
Church.  Mr.  Benshoff  served  as  assistant 
to  the  bursar,  Dr.  Martin  Shively,  at  Ash- 
land College  during  the  presidencies  of 
Drs.  Jacobs  and  Anspach.  Services  by  Rev. 
Jerald  Radcliff,  pastor  of  the  Johnstown 
Third  Brethren  Church. 
Lenora  Mullinex,  81,  December  19.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church, 
where  she  served  as  Sunday  school  teacher 
and  superintendent.  Services  by  Pastor 
Lynn  Mercer. 
Maudie  V.  Kincaid,  89,  December  17. 


Member  since  1921  of  the  Oak  Hill  First 
Brethren  Church  and  from  1912  to  1921  of 
the  Lick  Fork  Brethren  Church.  Served  the 
Oak  Hill  Church  as  teacher  of  the  Cor- 
nerstone Sunday  School  Class.  Services  by 
Pastor  William  Skeldon  and  Rev.  Bill 
Menefee. 

Claude  R.  Warfel,  73,  December  15.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Kenneth  Sullivan. 
Agnes  Rodeffer  Rodgers,  92,  December 
6.  Faithful  member  for  60  years  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Brethren  Church,  where  she 
was  also  an  active  member  of  WMS.  Serv- 
ices by  Pastor  Fred  Miller. 
Lewis  "Pug"  Glenn,  69,  November  27. 
Member  of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Kenneth 
Sullivan. 

Lowell  Brown,  85,  October  26.  Member 
of  the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Marlin 
McCann. 

Esther   Cripe   Taylor,   85,   October   24. 
Member  of  the  North  Manchester  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Mar- 
lin McCann. 
Olive  Wright,  92,  October  22.  Member  of 


"Thank  You" 

We,  the  family  of  Jessie  Solomon, 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
say  "Thank  You"  to  the  Brethren  who 
have  shared  with  us  their  support  dur- 
ing the  recent  loss  of  our  mother  and 
friend.  The  many  cards,  calls,  and  visits 
during  the  week  following  her 
homecoming  with  her  Lord  shared  with 
us  the  support  of  the  church  family.  She 
will  truly  be  missed. 

A  special  memorial  fund  has  been  es- 
tablished with  the  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church,  where  she  was  very  active,  and 
the  Brethren  may  direct  gifts  in  her 
memory  to  that  fund. 

Your  continued  prayers  are  welcomed 
as  we  each  put  our  lives  back  into  their 
schedules. 

The  Solomon  Family 


the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel. 

Goldenaires 

Joseph     and     Florence     White,     60th, 
December   23.   Charter   members   of  the 
Cheyenne  Brethren  Church. 
Galen  and  Adessa  Sluss,  60th,  December 
22.   Members  of  the  Louisville  Brethren 
Bible  Church.  Parents  of  Rev.  James  Sluss, 
moderator-elect  of  General  Conference. 
Howard   L.   and   Ruth  E.   Ross,  50th, 
December   12.   Members   of  the  Fremont 
First  Brethren  Church. 
Jesse    and    Goldie    Waldenville,    50th, 
December   12.   Members  of  the  Pleasant 
View  Brethren  Church. 
James      and      Vivian      Miller,      50th, 
November  24.  Members  of  the  North  Man- 
chester First  Brethren  Church. 

Weddings 

Melanie  Peter  to  Doug  Nolan,  December 
30,  at  the  Metea  Baptist  Church;  Rev. 
George  Hapner  officiating.  Members  of  the 
Corinth  Brethren  Church. 
Becky  Iaccino  to  Tommy  Heiser,  De- 
cember 9,  at  the  Lathrop  Brethren  Church; 
Pastor  Roger  Stogsdill  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Lathrop  Brethren  Church. 
Wanda  Frantz  to  Thomas  Yankey,  De- 
cember 9,  at  the  North  Manchester  First 
Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Marlin  McCann 
officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  North 
Manchester  First  Brethren  Church. 
Christina  Swayze  to  Edward  Champ, 
November  18;  Rev.  Gene  Sellers  officiat- 
ing. Groom  attends  Corinth  Brethren 
Church. 

Becky  Sandridge  to  Matt  Hicks,  October 
8,  at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church;  Pas- 
tor Fred  Miller  officiating.  Bride  a  member 
of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Sarver:  1  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 

Mt.  Olive:  1  by  baptism,  12  by  transfer 

Pleasant  View:  7  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 
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"With  deeds  of 
love  and  mercy 
the  heavenly 

kingdom  comes." 

The  hymnwriter  catches  the  spirit  of  the  last  two  sentences  of 
the  Mission  Statement  of  The  Brethren  Church: 

Brethren  seek  to  be  channels  of  God's  love 

by  being  a  compassionate  community  of  His  ambassadors. 

To  live  the  Truth  as  covenantal  disciples  of  Christ, 

Brethren  desire  to  love  and  serve  all  people  as  neighbors  and  friends. 

While  promoting  our  own  spiritual  growth,  our  lives  and  our 
churches  are  to  have  an  outward  focus. 

We  live  out  this  statement  as  we  — 

•  communicate  effectively  the  Good  News  of  salvation  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ; 

•  bond  with  Brethren  in  other  churches  .  .  .  and  band  together  with 
other  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  faith 
from  like-minded  denominations; 

•  address  social  challenges  in  our  world 
and  aid  those  who  need  a  cup  of  cold 
water  from  a  child  of  the  King. 


The  Brethren  Church  National  Office  is  dedi- 
cated to  stimulating  and  facilitating  Brethren  people 
and  churches  in  fulfilling  their  ministries  of  outreach. 
You  may  assist  in  this  ministry  through  your  contri- 
bution this  month  to  your  local  Brethren  church, 
designated  for  Brethren  Church  Ministries. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  .  .  .  and  thank  you 
for  your  partnership  in  ministry  through  your  local 
church. 

The  Brethren  Church 

524  College  Ave. 

Ashland,  OH  44805 
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Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Rich  Enough  to  Share 


CALL  IT  PROGRESS.  Or  call  it 
crazy.  Professional  baseball  has 
its  first  four  million  dollar  annual 
salary. 

In  January  San  Francisco  Giants 
first  baseman  Will  Clark  reportedly 
agreed  to  a  $15  million,  four-year 
contract.  He  will  average  $3.75  mil- 
lion per  year  —  hitting  his  peak  sal- 
ary in  1993  of  $4.25  million. 

"It  definitely  overwhelms  you  to 
know  that  baseball  has  this  much 
money,"  Clark  told  the  Associated 
Press,  when  asked  about  his  as- 
tronomical pay.  "I  did  not  get  into  it 
to  try  to  rob  the  bank.  I  got  into  it 
because  I  love  the  game." 

As  Clark  said,  that  $4  million  sal- 
ary does  seem  a  bit  overwhelming. 
No,  very  overwhelming. 

I  work  for  a  mission  agency  whose 
entire  annual  budget  runs  about 
$3.6  million.  For  less  than  Clark's 
projected  one-year  salary,  the  mis- 
sion is  financially  supporting  more 
than  200  overseas  missionaries. 

This  is  not  to  pick  on  Clark.  Who 
can  blame  him  for  getting  baseball's 
highest  salary?  At  least  seven  or 
eight  other  baseball  players  are 
earning  more  than  $3  million  per 
year,  not  to  mention  the  athletes 
making  millions  in  other  profes- 
sional sports.  Besides,  we  sports  fans 
are  the  ones  paying  their  salaries. 

Something's  radically  wrong 

Something  seems  radically  wrong, 
however,  with  the  way  we  North 
Americans  spend  our  money.  We 
fork  out  large  sums  for  sports,  enter- 
tainment,   VCRs,    cars,    furniture, 


clothing,  and  various  luxury  items. 
There  are  just  so  many  tempting 
things  to  siphon  off  our  income.  But 
when  it  comes  to  investing  in  people, 
the  church,  and  matters  of  eternal 
value,  we  are  strangely  reluctant. 

It's  so  easy  for  me  to  toss  down 
$20  for  a  meal  and  a  movie.  But 
when  a  Christian  musician  or  mis- 
sionary comes  to  church  and  a  free- 
will offering  is  taken  .  .  .  hmmm,  do 
I  have  change  for  a  ten  or  a  five? 

Recently  my  two-year-old  daugh- 
ter Natalie  asked  a  curious  question. 
"Will  we  go  to  heaven  in  a  car?"  she 
wondered.  I  laughed  about  it  then. 
But  Natalie's  question  made  me 
think:  The  way  we  invest  thousands 
of  dollars  in  our  four-wheeled  gas 
guzzlers,  it  might  look  as  if  we  plan 
on  driving  to  heaven. 

Rich  by  comparison 

Compared  to  the  rest  of  the  world, 
we  North  Americans  live  like  kings 
among  paupers.  "If  you  travel 
around  this  world  —  and  I've  lived 
in  eight  countries  —  you  see  the  op- 
pressive poverty  in  which  people  are 
living,"  former  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Bolivia  and  Peru  (an  evangelical 
Christian)  Edwin  Corr  told  me. 
"Every  day  I  throw  away  bottles  and 
other  things  that  I  know  poor  people 
around  the  world  would  treasure. 
They  would  love  to  go  through  our 
trash  and  have  what  we  throw 
away." 

I  don't  say  this  to  make  us  feel 
guilty.  Indeed,  some  writers  and 
speakers  seem  to  take  almost  a  per- 
verse delight  in  making  us  North 


Americans  feel  guilty  for  what  we 
have.  Guilt  isn't  the  correct  response 
to  our  abundance.  Rather,  we  can  be 
thankful  for  God's  provision.  And  we 
can  take  a  fresh  look  at  our  spend- 
ing priorities. 

Our  God-given  resources  can  be- 
come a  tool  for  sharing  Christ  and 
meeting  human  need  worldwide. 
Through  his  provision,  God  has  of- 
fered North  American  Christians  a 
unique  opportunity  in  world  history 
to  participate  in  his  global  cause. 
Many  of  you  are  doing  so,  and  sacri- 
ficially  at  that. 

Admittedly,  not  all  Christians  are 
rich.  (Ironically,  it's  often  those  with 
less  who  give  most).  In  fact,  a  recent 
study  by  the  Barna  Research  Group 
found  that  41  percent  of  U.S.  born- 
again  Christians  have  a  gross  house- 
hold income  of  less  than  $20,000.  But 
we  do  have  numerous  avenues  for 
channeling  our  resources  —  whether 
much  or  little  —  into  God's  work. 

Do  you  want  to  support  evangelis- 
tic work  in  Nepal  or  Nigeria?  To 
feed  hungry  children  in  Ecuador?  To 
support  Brethren  world  missions? 
We  can  easily  find  out  how  to  give  to 
any  of  these  and  other  causes. 

And  we  can  be  creative  with  our 
use  of  money.  Rather  than  compul- 
sively buying  things  we  don't  need 
and  probably  don't  really  want,  we 
can  invest  in  things  that  will  last. 

A  missionary  friend  in  Bolivia  has 
decided  to  invest  his  money  in  the 
Bible  college  and/or  university  edu- 
cation of  poor,  but  promising,  Chris- 
tian young  people.  "I  think  educa- 
tion is  the  best  way  to  invest  in 
people,"  he  says. 

Spending  responsibly 

Wealth  presents  a  responsibility, 
as  well  as  an  opportunity.  The  Apos- 
tle John's  words  are  particularly 
sobering:  "If  anyone  has  material 
possessions  and  sees  his  brother  in 
need  but  has  no  pity  on  him,  how 
can  the  love  of  God  be  in  him?"  (I 
John  3:17,  niv). 

We  have  material  possessions. 
And  we'd  have  to  be  blind  or  without 
TV  not  to  see  people  in  need.  What  a 
responsibility  we  have  —  determin- 
ing how  to  administer  what  God  has 
given  us! 

Think  how  much  good  Will  Clark 
could  do  with  his  salary.  Consider 
how  much  you  and  I  could  do  with 
ours.  [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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Ten  Lessons  in  Positive  Christian 
Social 
Action 


By  G.  Emery  Hurd 

HAVE  YOU  ever  seen  something 
in  your  community  that  you 
felt  needed  to  be  changed,  but  felt 
powerless  to  change  it? 

In  the  January  1990  issue  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist,*  you  read 
how  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church 
along  with  dozens  of  other  churches 
in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  persuaded 
city  council  to  pass  a  city  ordinance 
defining,  licensing,  and  regulating 
the  distribution  of  pornography  in 
Cheyenne.  In  the  two  years  this  ef- 
fort spanned,  I  served  as  secretary/ 
treasurer  for  Cheyenne  Citizens  for 
Decency,  an  organization  that  was 
formed  to  spearhead  the  effort.  In 
those  two  years,  I  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  learn  some  important  lessons 
about  positive  Christian  social  ac- 
tion —  lessons  I  would  like  to  share. 

Lesson  one:  Change  is  possible! 

When  we  began  the  effort,  very 
few  people  believed  that  change  was 
possible.  Old  sayings  like  "You  can't 
fight  city  hall"  kept  haunting  the  ef- 
fort. To  be  honest,  the  idea  of  getting 
a  local  ordinance  passed  did  seem 
impossible.  None  of  us  had  extensive 
experience  with  city  government, 
and  we  knew  even  less  about  what 
we  could  do.  But  we  believed  change 
was  possible,  and  it  was  that  belief 
that  started  the  effort. 

The  truth  is,  you  can't  fight  city 
hall.  But  you  can  make  city  hall  and 
the  community  an  ally,  if  you  show 
them  that  the  change  you  desire  will 
improve  the  community  and/or  the 
quality  of  life  for  its  citizens. 

Lesson  two:  Change  requires 
vision! 

*See  "Cheyenne  Pastor  Helps  to  Develop 
Restrictions  on  'Adult'  Businesses"  on  page 
18  of  the  January  issue. 

Rev.  Hurd  is  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.,  Brethren  Church. 


In  II  Kings  6,  Elisha  helped  his 
servant  to  see  that  the  chariots  of 
God  were  greater  than  the  weapons 
of  man.  The  servant  didn't  have 
Elisha's  vision  and  so  was  unable  to 
believe  that  victory  was  possible. 

Pornography  became  a  regulated 
business  in  Cheyenne  because  Jim 
Ward  of  the  Cheyenne  Brethren 
Church  and  Russ  Cronk,  also  of 
Cheyenne,  had  the  vision  to  believe 
that  this  situation  could  be  changed. 
They  went  to  other  area  clergy  and 
to  me  about  the  problem,  and  the  ef- 
fort began.  If  they  had  not  seen  the 
need  and  had  the  vision  that  change 
could  take  place,  nothing  would 
have  happened.  It  was  the  commit- 
ted vision  of  these  two  men  for  their 
city  that  led  to  my  involvement  and 
to  the  involvement  of  several  others 
who  caught  their  vision  for  change. 

Lesson  three:  Change  does  not 
require  many  people! 

Cheyenne  Citizens  for  Decency 
had  only  three  board  members  and 
its  total  membership  never  exceeded 
twelve.  At  public  hearings  hundreds 
of  people  attended,  and  dozens  of 
churches  were  involved  when 
needed.  But  the  effort  was  organized 
and  supervised  by  this  small  group 
of  committed  people. 

In  today's  world  we  feel  that  num- 
bers are  what  make  change  possible, 
but  actually  the  opposite  is  true.  A 
few  people  with  vision  can  be  far 
more  effective  than  hundreds  of 
people  casually  interested.  After  all, 
God  spread  the  gospel  over  the  en- 
tire globe  using  only  twelve  men! 


Lesson  four:  Change  does  not 
require  much  money! 

The  grand  total  of  all  monies 
spent  on  the  ordinance  regulating 
sexually  oriented  businesses  came  to 
less  than  $500!  We  are  blessed  by 
living  in  a  free  society,  and  as  citi- 
zens we  have  free  access  to  the 
media,  to  our  leaders,  and  to  infor- 
mation. There  are  national  organi- 
zations that  are  available  to  help, 
and  government  agencies  are  happy 
to  assist  with  gathering  necessary 
statistics  and  legal  documents. 
Churches  are  also  great  resources 
for  equipment  and  for  members 
with  expertise  in  particular  areas. 
Churches  do  not  have  to  be  wealthy 
to  change  their  community;  they 
only  have  to  be  willing. 

Lesson  five:  Change  requires 
knowledge! 

Proverbs  15:14*  says,  "The  dis- 
cerning heart  seeks  knowledge,  but 
the  mouth  of  a  fool  feeds  on  folly." 
One  of  the  reasons  Christians  are 
not  effective  in  changing  their  com- 
munities and  the  world  is  because 
they  do  not  do  their  homework.  We 
do  not  keep  up  with  world  events  or 
even  the  local  news.  As  a  result,  we 
do  not  see  or  understand  the  issues 
around  us.  We  are  ineffective  be- 
cause we  do  not  know  what  is  hap- 
pening and  what  we  can  do  to  make 
a  difference. 

In  our  case,  after  Cheyenne  Citi- 
zens for  Decency  was  formed,  we 
spent   over    six    months    doing   re- 

*Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from  the 
New  International  Version. 
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search  (some  400  hours  of  work)  be- 
fore anything  was  presented  to  City 
Council  or  the  public.  Because  we 
had  done  our  homework,  we  knew 
what  City  Council  could  do  and  its 
limitations.  We  also  had  sufficient 
information,  both  biblical  and  secu- 
lar, to  educate  the  community  and 
civic  leaders  about  problems  created 
by  pornography,  and  what  could  be 
done  to  effect  a  change.  To  take  ef- 
fective action,  one  must  know  as 
much  as  possible  about  the  issue 
prior  to  making  any  statements. 

Lesson  six:  Change  requires  com- 
munication! 

One  of  the  amazing  lessons  for  me 
was  that  the  majority  of  people  in 
our  community  agreed  with  us,  but 
no  one  had  ever  made  them  aware 
of  the  problem  or  what  they  could 
do  about  it.  We  spread  the  news 
about  the  pornography  problem  in 
Cheyenne  via  radio,  newspapers, 
church  meetings,  and  social  clubs. 
We  were  always  careful  to  make  cer- 
tain that  our  information  was  accu- 
rate and  accurately  represented.  We 
avoided  scare  tactics  and  name  call- 
ing, instead  simply  presenting  what 
we  had  learned  and  giving  people  an 
opportunity  to  make  their  feelings 
about  the  issue  known. 

The  reaction  was  almost  always 
the  same:  surprise,  followed  by  in- 
terest, followed  by  a  willingness  to 
get  involved.  When  it  came  time 
for  a  public  hearing,  the  council 
chamber  was  packed  with  over  300 
citizens,  with  19  speakers  support- 
ing regulation  of  pornography  in 
Cheyenne.  That  support  existed  be- 
cause the  city  had  been  made  aware 
that  change  was  needed,  and  people 
had  been  informed  how  to  communi- 
cate their  desires. 

Lesson  seven:  Change  requires 
patience! 

We  live  in  an  "instant"  society; 
the  idea  of  long-term  commitment  to 
an  idea  is  difficult  to  get  across.  In 
Luke  14  Jesus  warns  us  to  "count 
the  cost"  of  being  a  disciple,  part  of 
which  is  reflecting  His  light  into  our 
communities.  But  to  do  this  effec- 
tively, we  must  count  the  cost  so 
that  we  are  prepared  for  the  long- 
term  commitment  necessary. 

It  took  two  years  from  the  time 
Jim  came  into  my  office  with  his 
concern  until  City  Council  passed 


the  ordinance  by  a  9  to  1  margin. 
Two  years!  There  were  hearings  and 
committee  meetings  and  council 
lunches.  The  ordinance  was  changed 
more  than  30  times  before  it  arrived 
in  its  final  form,  and  each  change  re- 
quired more  meetings  and  hearings. 
At  times  it  seemed  as  if  it  would 
never  end.  Several  times  we  thought 
we  had  achieved  our  goal,  only  to 
discover  a  new  obstacle. 

During  that  two-year  process, 
many  people  became  active,  then  fell 
away.  Those  involved  for  a  brief  time 
made  important  contributions,  but  it 
was  those  who  remained  steadfast 
through  it  all  who  made  the  ordi- 
nance a  reality.  Positive  Christian 
social  action  occurs  in  months  and 
years,  not  days  and  weeks. 

Lesson  eight:  Change  requires 
prayer! 

During  the  entire  process,  the 
Christians  of  Cheyenne  were  pray- 
ing for  change.  James  4:2  says,  ".  .  . 
you  do  not  have,  because  you  do  not 
ask  God."  James  continues  by  say- 
ing we  do  not  receive  because  we  ask 
improperly.  We  asked  for  wisdom  for 
the  council  members,  for  guidance 
when  we  spoke,  and  for  protection 
from  Satan.  In  addition,  as  Romans 
12  commands,  we  also  prayed  for  the 
welfare  of  our  opposition.  Prayer 
was  a  central  part  of  our  meetings, 
and  every  City  Council  meeting  was 
bathed  in  the  prayer  of  the  saints. 

I  believe  that  no  positive  social  ac- 
tion can  take  place  without  a  com- 
mitment to  prayer,  because  it  is 
prayer  that  causes  the  personal 
change  that  leads  to  social  change. 
Because  of  prayer,  we  saw  the 
Enemy  defeated,  lives  changed,  posi- 
tions on  the  issue  altered,  and  our 
own  lives  enriched  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  work. 

Lesson  nine:  Change  requires  a 
Christian  spirit! 

When  the  ordinance  was  passed, 
several  members  of  City  Council 
thanked  us  for  the  caring,  sensitive, 
positive  way  we  had  always  pre- 
sented our  case.  There  were  many 
temptations  to  get  angry.  There 
were  angry,  vindictive  letters  at- 
tacking us  by  name  in  the  press.  At 
times  the  media  coverage  itself  was 
biased  against  us.  There  was  the 
apathy  of  many  and  the  desire  of 
some   of  our  supporters   to   sensa- 


tionalize the  issue  or  to  respond  with 
hatred  or  aggressive  activity.  But 
our  desire  throughout  the  endeavor 
was  to  remain  Christ-like,  and 
prayer  became  our  refuge  from  the 
desire  to  react  rather  than  to  love. 

In  Matthew  10  Christ  assured  His 
disciples  that  when  they  were  chal- 
lenged for  their  faith,  the  Spirit 
would  give  them  the  words  to  speak. 
Many  times  we  felt  that  Special  Pres- 
ence when  in  the  midst  of  a  "hostile" 
audience.  It  was  not  easy,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  one  of  the  main  reasons 
the  ordinance  was  passed  is  because 
City  Council,  the  public,  the  media, 
even  those  who  opposed  us  were 
treated  with  respect  and  concern. 
Furthermore,  whenever  possible  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was  pro- 
claimed with  sensitivity  and  love. 

Lesson  ten:  Change  must  be 
evangelical! 

It  is  changing  hearts,  not  laws, 
that  will  ultimately  bring  positive 
social  change.  The  ordinance  was 
important,  but  the  gospel  was  al- 
ways our  central  concern.  If  at  any 
time  our  effort's  success  would  have 
depended  upon  our  compromising 
our  faith,  we  would  have  gladly  seen 
the  effort  fail. 

The  point  of  pursuing  social 
change  must  have  at  its  heart  a  de- 
sire to  honor  God's  creation  and 
bring  people  to  Christ.  The  issue  of 
pornography  is  important  because  it 
teaches  non-biblical  ideas  about  sex- 
uality, marriage,  and  women.  It  de- 
sensitizes people  to  the  ugliness  of 
sexual  violence;  and  for  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  population,  it  becomes  a 
catalyst  for  violent  behavior.  Be- 
cause Jesus  cares  about  those  being 
affected  and  their  victims,  we  cared. 
And  because  we  were  Christian, 
truly  Christian,  God  enabled  us  to 
succeed.  [t] 
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Effective  Leaders: 
The  Key  to  Church  Growth 


OF  ALL  the  spiritual  gifts  we 
find  in  the  Bible,  the  one  that  is 
perhaps  most  essential  to  the  sur- 
vival and  growth  of  the  church  is 
leadership.  Without  effective  leader- 
ship, the  church  will  grope  around 
like  the  proverbial  blind  man  in  a 
dark  room  looking  for  a  black  cat 
that  does  not  exist. 

Leadership  is  the  mechanism  that 
steers  the  ship  so  effectively  that  it 
arrives  at  its  destination  at  the 
proper  time.  Without  leadership,  no 
amount  of  planning  and  preparation 
will  enable  the  church  to  achieve  its 
desired  objective.  Therefore,  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  understand  the 
spiritual  gift  of  leadership  and  to 
learn  to  identify  that  gift  in  the  lives 
of  the  people  whom  God  has  chosen 
to  lead  His  church. 

From  the  overwhelming  number 
of  volumes  written  on  the  subject  of 
spiritual  gifts,  it  does  not  take  us 
long  to  discover  that  there  are 
nearly  as  many  different  opinions  on 
the  subject  as  there  are  authors. 
This  only  serves  to  confuse  the 
majority  of  readers,  and  in  some 
cases  may  even  cause  division. 

Most  people  are  not  dedicated 
enough  to  read  every  available  book 
on  the  subject.  In  fact,  they  are  prob- 
ably content  to  read  just  one.  Con- 
flict arises,  then,  when  a  person  who 
has  read  book  "A"  on  the  subject 
tries  to  carry  on  a  conversation 
about  spiritual  gifts  with  a  person 

Dr.  Lawson,  pastor  of  the  Oakville, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church,  has  studied 
the  subject  of  spiritual  gifts  extensively 
and  wrote  his  thesis  for  his  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  on  their  use  in  The 
Brethren  Church.  He  wrote  this  article  at 
the  request  of  The  Brethren  Church 
Leadership  Commission. 
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who  has  read  book  "B".  This  phe- 
nomenon makes  it  extremely  impor- 
tant that  churches  study  and  devel- 
op an  approach  to  spiritual  gifts  that 
is  consistent  with  their  doctrine  and 
theology  and  that  this  approach  be 
thoroughly  taught  to  the  members  of 
the  congregation.  This  will  not  only 
generate  unity  of  vision,  but  it  will 
also  provide  an  identity  for  the  be- 
lievers. 

Confusion  over  the  spiritual  gift  of 
leadership  is  a  big  part  of  the  conflict 
described  above.  This  confusion  needs 
first  to  be  recognized  and  resolved 
before  leadership  can  be  actively  de- 
veloped in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Some  authors  deny  that  a  spir- 
itual gift  of  leadership  exists,  while 
others  lump  leadership  with  admin- 
istration and  label  the  two  "govern- 
ment." Still  others  file  leadership 
under  the  gift  of  pastor/shepherd. 

Some,  however,  distinguish  be- 
tween the  gift  of  administration, 
mentioned  in  I  Corinthians  12:28, 
and  the  gift  of  leadership,  mentioned 
in  Romans  12:8.  In  fact,  Dr.  C.  Peter 
Wagner  states,  "I  feel  that  a  church 
growth  pastor  can  get  along  without 
the  gift  of  administration  but  not 
without  the  gift  of  leadership."1  The 
gift  of  administration  designates  the 
desired  goal,  but  it  is  the  gift  of 
leadership  that  enables  the  church 
to  accomplish  that  goal. 

When  discussing  the  gift  of  leader- 
ship, we  often  recognize  that  this 
gift  cannot  stand  alone.  Some 
spiritual  gifts  experts  even  choose  to 
label  leadership  a  supportive  gift. 
This  is  because  a  leader  is  ineffec- 
tive in  leading  unless  a  goal  has 
been    determined.    In    this    sense, 

XC.  Peter  Wagner,  Your  Spiritual  Gifts 
Can  Help  Your  Church  Grow,  (Ventura: 
Regal,  1979),  p.  156. 


leadership 
and  admin- 
istration go 
hand  in  hand, 
but  it  is  not 
necessary  that 
both  gifts  be 
simultaneously 
present  in  one  individual. 

Faith  is  another  gift  that  fre- 
quently aids  the  gift  of  leadership. 
"The  gift  of  faith  lets  the  church- 
growth  pastor  know  where  he  should 
go.  The  gift  of  leadership  lets  him 
know  how  to  get  there."2  With  this 
understanding,  we  may  call  leader- 
ship the  motivating  force  which 
brings  faith  to  life. 

Regardless  of  whether  we  pair 
leadership  with  administration, 
leadership  with  faith,  or  we  choose 
to  let  leadership  stand  alone  as  a 
bonafide  gift,  we  still  must  recognize 
that  the  gift  of  leadership  is  that 
which  captures  concepts,  vision,  and 
overall  direction.  "The  leader  is  al- 
ways out  in  front,  but  not  too  far. 
The  leader  sees  possibilities  that 
others  do  not  see  and  changes  the 
perspective  of  the  church  members 
to  fit  these  possibilities."3 

If  the  leader  gets  out  in  front  too 
far,  however,  he  or  she  may  be  like 
the  general  who  chose  to  lead  his 
troops  into  battle.  He  was  so  far  in 
front  of  his  troops  that  in  the  heat  of 
battle  he  got  shot  in  the  back. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  church  that 
refuses  to  give  the  pastor/leader  the 
authority  to  lead  becomes  an  obsta- 
cle to  growth.  Charles  Bryant  de- 
scribes leadership  by  using  the  anal- 
ogy of  a  seaman  who  stands  in  the 
bow  of  the  ship,  out  in  front  of  the 

Hbid.,  p.  162. 

3C.  Peter  Wagner,  Leading  Your  Church 
to  Growth,  (Ventura:  Regal,  1979),  p.  87. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


The  gifted  leader  will  recognize  Christ's  authority  and  will  use  all 
of  his  or  her  leadership  abilities  to  bring  glory  to  God  and  to 
strengthen  the  Body  of  Christ" 


others,  pointing  out  the  destination 
and  telling  how  to  reach  the  port.4 
Often  the  gifted  leader  demon- 
strates a  great  personal  ability  to  es- 
tablish long-range  goals,  some  of 
which  may  be  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  other  members  of  the 
body.  In  such  cases,  he  or  she  will 
say,  with  a  special  degree  of  confi- 
dence in  his  or  her  ministry,  "Just 
follow  me.  It's  okay.  You'll  see  what 
I'm  talking  about  as  we  move  along 
the  way."5  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  body  to  recognize  this  God-given 
gift  and  to  follow. 

Qualities  of  leadership 

In  order  to  recognize  the  gifted 
leader,  let  us  first  identify  the  qual- 
ities of  God-given  leadership.  As  I 
mentioned  above,  the  gifted  leader 
possesses  great  confidence  in  his  or 
her  ministry.  Because  of  this  confi- 
dence, others  will  voluntarily  follow. 
The  gifted  leader  never  manipulates 
or  coerces  people  into  following. 

Gifted  leaders  are  often  relaxed 
and  may  appear  comfortable  with 
the  monumental  responsibility  of 
leading  God's  people.  They  seem  to 
know  what  must  be  done,  which  is 
part  of  the  gift  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
provides.  They  also  realize  that  they 
cannot  do  it  alone.  They  illuminate 
the  way  and  encourage  others  to 
voluntarily  join  in  the  ministry  at 
hand. 

Regardless  of  the  confidence  they 
display,  gifted  leaders  are  also  hum- 
ble. When  James  and  John  came  to 
Jesus  and  asked  for  positions  of 
authority  in  God's  kingdom,  Jesus 
replied: 

You  know  that  those  who  are 
regarded  as  rulers  of  the  Gentiles 
lord  it  over  them,  and  their  high 
officials  exercise  authority  over 
them.  Not  so  with  you.  Instead, 
whoever  wants  to  become  great 
among  you  must  be  your  servant, 
and  whoever  wants  to  be  first 
must  be  slave  of  all. 

Mark  10:42-44,  Niv. 
Because  of  this  teaching,  gifted  lead- 
Charles  V.  Bryant,  Rediscovering  the  Cha- 
rismata, (Waco:  Word  Books,  1986),  p.  100. 
5Ibid.,  p.  101. 


ers  are  often  called  "servant  lead- 
ers," because  they  seek  to  put  Christ 
first,  others  second,  and  self  last. 
They  often  develop  a  close,  personal, 
caring  relationship  with  their  fol- 
lowers and  desire  to  help  them  grow 
in  their  service  to  God. 

A  person  of  good  character 

The  gifted  leader  is  also  to  be  a 
person  of  good  character.  In  I 
Timothy  3:1-13,  Paul  emphasizes 
the  quality  of  life  that  is  expected  of 
those  who  lead  God's  people.  But 
perhaps  the  most  significant  defini- 
tion of  the  gifted  leader  is  someone 
who  is  trustworthy  and  loyal  to  God. 

It  is  easy  to  see  how  the  spiritual 
gift  of  leadership  can  be  abused, 
especially  when  the  leader  is  asking 
the  body  to  place  such  a  high  degree 
of  trust  in  him  (her).  The  gifted 
leader  may  be  asking  the  body  to 
demonstrate  its  trust  by  investing 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
into  a  building  program  for  the 
church;  or  by  reorganizing  the  entire 
administrative  structure  of  the  con- 
gregation; or  perhaps  even  by  step- 
ping out  of  their  comfort  zone  and 
beginning  an  evangelism  program. 

When  a  leader  leads  and  people 
follow,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  all  that 
authority  may  "go  to  one's  head."  It 
is  at  this  point  that  the  spiritual  gift 
of  leadership  stands  in  contrast  to 
the  secular  concept  of  leadership. 

God  has  not  given  any  gift  so  that 
one  individual  can  lord  it  over 
another.  On  the  contrary,  the  gifted 
leader  should  be  about  the  task  of 
equipping  fellow  members  of  the 
body  so  that  the  church  can  achieve 
its  goal  as  a  unified  whole.  God  did 
not  create  the  church  to  be  ruled  by 
a  dictator,  nor  did  He  create  the 
church  to  be  a  total  democracy.  The 
Body  of  Christ  is  to  be  a  living  or- 
ganism with  Christ  at  the  head  and 
all  the  members  functioning  effec- 
tively together  as  God  has  ordained. 
The  gifted  leader  will  recognize 
Christ's  authority  and  will  use  all  of 
his  or  her  leadership  abilities  to 
bring  glory  to  God  and  to  strengthen 
the  Body  of  Christ. 


We  must  understand  that  "the 
spiritual  gift  of  leadershp  is  the  spe- 
cial ability  that  God  gives  to  certain 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ  to  set 
goals  in  accordance  with  God's  pur- 
pose for  the  future  and  to  communi- 
cate these  goals  to  others  in  such  a 
way  that  they  voluntarily  and  har- 
moniously work  together  to  accom- 
plish those  goals  for  the  glory  of 
God."6 

God  is  the  author  of  this  gift,  and 
of  all  the  spiritual  gifts.  Yet  it  seems 
apparent  that  God's  church  is  lack- 
ing in  qualified  and  gifted  leaders 
who  can  effectively  lead  His  church 
to  grow.  We  cannot  help  but  wonder 
why.  The  fault  lies  not  with  the 
Author  and  Distributor  of  the  gifts, 
but  with  the  recipients. 

When  faced  with  the  awesome  re- 
sponsibility of  leading  God's  church 
to  growth,  most  Christians  shrink 
from  the  challenge.  This  is  how  it 
should  be.  After  all,  God  does  not 
want  too  many  chiefs  and  not 
enough  followers. 

Fear  of  failure 

But  many  who  are  called  and 
gifted  by  God  to  lead  His  church 
shrink  from  the  challenge  as  well. 
The  reason:  FEAR.  They  are  afraid 
that  if  they  attempt  such  a  publicly 
noticeable  service  and  fail,  that  they 
will  be  humiliated  by  their  failure. 
Fear  is  one  of  Satan's  most-used 
weapons. 

The  truth  is,  however,  as  my 
grandfather  used  to  say,  that  "The 
man  who  never  made  a  mistake 
never  did  anything."  If  gifted  lead- 
ers allow  fear  to  distort  their  opinion 
of  their  God-given  abilities,  the  En- 
emy will  have  won  a  major  victory 
in  his  quest  to  defeat  God's  church. 

For  this  reason,  the  church  must 
prayerfully  petition  God  to  call  lead- 
ers into  service.  At  the  same  time,  it 
must  constantly  encourage  gifted 
leaders  to  take  up  the  challenge  to 
lead  God's  people  well.  If  we  fail  to 
recognize  and  commission  those 
with  the  spiritual  gift  of  leadership, 
we  will  fail  as  a  church.  [t] 

6Wagner,  Your  Spiritual  Gifts  .  . . ,  p.  162. 
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An  Opportunity  to 

"Share  the  Harvest  of  Peace" 


An  interview  with  Arthur  Simon, 
President  of  Bread  for  the  World 


We  are  witnessing  a  new  moment  in 
history.  The  Berlin  Wall  is  crumbling, 
the  East  is  opening,  and  the  world  is 
"peacing"  itself  together.  Christians  who 
care  about  issues  such  as  hunger,  pov- 
erty, and  peace  are  now  presented  with  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  to  help 
shape  a  new  world. 

Arthur  Simon,  President  of  Bread  for 
the  World,  the  Christian  citizens  hunger 
movement,  has  a  vision  for  this  new  mo- 
ment in  history.  He  believes  the  time  is 
right  for  Christians  to  raise  their  voices 
in  church  and  on  Capitol  Hill  in  support 
of  a  more  peaceful,  secure,  and  well-fed 
world.  And  he's  calling  on  you  to  join 
him. 

Tell  us  about  Bread  for  the 
World's  new  campaign  to  "Share 
the  Harvest  of  Peace." 

Simon:  Bread  for  the  World  is  em- 
barking on  a  three-year  campaign  to 
end  the  arms  race,  promote  peaceful 
resolution  of  conflict,  and  redirect 
resources  toward  ending  hunger. 
The  campaign  will  focus  on  the  op- 
portunity our  President  and  Con- 
gress now  have  to  reduce  defense 
spending  and  meet  urgent  human 
needs,  such  as  feeding  the  12  million 
children  who  are  living  in  poverty  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  40,000 

Arthur  Simon, 
president  of 
Bread  for  the 
World.  Bread 
for  the  World  is 
a  national  grass- 
roots movement 
of  Christians 
seeking  justice 
for  hungry  peo- 
ple in  the  United 
States  and 

throughout  the 
world.  The  movement's  40,000  members  are 
organized  by  congressional  districts  to  lobby 
their  members  of  Congress  to  support  meas- 
ures that  can  help  hungry  people. 
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children  throughout  the  world 
who  die  each  day  from 
hunger-related  causes. 

The  time  for  this  kind  of 
campaign  certainly  seems 
right. 

Simon:  Positive  changes  are 
occurring  every  day  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Eastern 
Europe.  I  think  Gorbachev  is 
clearly  looking  differently  at  a 
lot  of  things,  including  human 
rights,  and  moving  toward  a 
system  in  which  people  will  be 
free  to  choose  their  own  form 
of  government.  So  we're  talk- 
ing about  monumental  shifts. 
These  shifts  present  each  of  us 
with  an  opportunity  to  help 
reverse  the  arms  race  and  use 
more  of  our  resources  for  meeting 
basic  human  needs  such  as  food, 
shelter,  and  employment. 


This  African  child  faces  starvation  because 
military  conflict  makes  it  impossible  to  raise  and 
distribute  food.  Bread  for  the  World's  "Share  the 
Harvest  of  Peace"  campaign  seeks  to  reduce  mili- 
tary spending  and  redirect  resources  toward  end- 
ing hunger.  Photo:  cns/kna 

can  not  feed  themselves  and  their 
families,  conflict  and  violence  often 
follow. 


How  will  reducing  our  military 
strength  make  the  world  more 
secure? 

Simon:  Certainly,  if  the  reductions 
are  mutual  and  decrease  the  threat 
of  attack,  everyone  can  feel  more 
secure.  But  there  is  more  to  it  than 
this.  According  to  an  African  saying, 
"When  armies  march  there  is  no 
harvest."  This  is  especially  true  in 
countries  like  Ethiopia  and  Angola, 
where  the  superpowers  have  fueled 
civil  wars  with  arms  shipments  and 
military  advisors.  Millions  of  people 
face  starvation  in  these  nations  be- 
cause wars  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  raise  and  distribute  food. 

The  reverse  is  also  true,  that 
"When  there  is  no  harvest,  armies 
march."  For  example,  massive 
hunger  and  poverty  are  major 
causes  of  war  in  Central  America 
and  the  Philippines.   When  people 


You  hope  to  pass  a  Congressional 
resolution  at  the  start  of  this  cam- 
paign. What  is  its  purpose? 

Simon:  The  cornerstone  of  our  three- 
year  campaign  is  the  Harvest  of 
Peace  Resolution.  The  resolution 
speaks  to  the  historic  opportunity 
we  have  to  negotiate  an  end  to  the 
arms  race  and  reduce  world  hunger. 
It  calls  on  Congress  to  take  several 
specific  steps,  such  as  making 
mutual  reductions  in  defense  and 
arms  spending,  encouraging  peace- 
ful settlement  of  conflicts,  allocating 
additional  funds  for  Third  World  de- 
velopment and  human  needs  in  the 
U.S.,  promoting  increased  respect 
for  human  rights,  and  protecting  the 
environment.  The  resolution  will  be 
introduced  by  Senator  Mark  Hat- 
field, a  Republican  from  Oregon,  and 
Representative  Matt  McHugh,  a 
Democrat  from  New  York.  It  will  be 
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Harvest  of  Peace  Resolution 

Whereas  reduced  East-West  tensions  and  renewed  efforts  for  peace  by  people  in 
the  Third  World  give  the  United  States  and  other  nations  an  unprecedented  oppor- 
tunity to  reverse  the  $1  trillion  arms  race  and  promote  peaceful  development; 

Whereas  hunger  victimizes  about  20  million  people  in  the  United  States  and  1  bil- 
lion people  worldwide;  and 

Whereas  common  security  is  based  not  only  on  legitimate  defense  measures  but 
also  on  all  people  having  an  opportunity  to  meet  their  basic  needs  for  food,  shelter, 
health  care,  education  and  work  with  dignity;  to  live  in  a  safe  and  healthful  environ- 
ment; and  to  enjoy  human  rights,  including  the  right  to  participate  in  decisions  af- 
fecting their  lives:  Now,  therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
(the  Senate  concurring),  that: 

A.  It  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States  should  help  achieve  com- 
mon security  by  reducing  the  world's  reliance  on  the  military  and  redirecting  re- 
sources to  peaceful  efforts  toward  overcoming  hunger  and  poverty  and  meeting 
basic  human  needs  by: 

1.  Negotiating  agreements  with  the  Soviet  Union  for  substantial  and  verifiable  re- 
ductions in  overall  military  forces  and  spending,  and  urging  other  nations  to 
reduce  their  military  forces  and  spending,  with  the  goal  of  halving  worldwide 
military  spending  by  the  year  2000; 

2.  Reducing  military  assistance  and  arms  sales  to  developing  nations  and  urging 
other  nations  to  do  likewise; 

3.  Encouraging  peaceful  settlement  of  conflicts  through  regional  and  international 
negotiations; 

4.  Providing  increased  assistance  to  developing  nations  to  overcome  hunger  and 
poverty,  to  reduce  debt  burdens,  to  promote  human  rights  and  people's  par- 
ticipation in  political  decisions  affecting  them,  to  ensure  sustainable  develop- 
ment, and  to  protect  the  environment; 

5.  Increasing  support  domestically  for  programs  that  address  human  needs; 

6.  Helping  defense  industries  and  their  employees  convert  to  productive  non- 
defense  work;  and 

7.  Reducing  the  federal  deficit. 

B.  It  is  the  further  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States  should  make  foster- 
ing common  security,  through  the  initiatives  described  in  Section  A,  a  primary 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  objective. 


the  focus  of  our  Offering  of  Letters 
in  hundreds  of  churches  across  the 
nation. 

How  will  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion affect  hungry  people  in  the  U.S. 
and  the  world? 

Simon:  It  will  lead  to  a  change  in 
national  priorities  so  that  more  ade- 
quate funding  will  be  allocated  for 
domestic  programs  such  as  WIC, 
food  stamps,  employment,  and  hous- 
ing. The  Harvest  of  Peace  Resolu- 
tion will  also  call  our  nation  to  re- 
verse the  destructive  trend  of  our 
foreign  aid;  calling  for  a  decrease  in 
military  assistance  and  an  increase 
for  programs  that  overcome  hunger 
and  poverty. 

We  cannot  assume,  however,  that 
truly  significant  cuts  in  the  military 
budget  will  be  made,  or  that  if  cuts 
occur,  they  will  translate  into  new 
initiatives    against   hunger.    That's 
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only  going  to  happen  if  we  go  out 
and  make  the  case  for  it. 

You've  called  this  campaign  the 
most  exciting  effort  Bread  has  un- 
dertaken. How  so? 

Simon:  Over  the  years,  Bread  for  the 
World  has  tackled  many  issues  of 
great  significance,  such  as  the  Right 
to  Food  Resolution,  grain  reserve 
legislation,  foreign  aid  reforms, 
child  survival,  and  increases  for 
IF  AD  and  WIC.  These  have  been 
very  important  for  hungry  people. 
Compared  to  those,  however,  this  is 
a  much  bigger  issue.  This  campaign 
has  the  potential  for  creating  a  com- 
pletely new  environment  for  what 
this  country  is  able  to  do  about 
hunger. 

Do  you  anticipate  much  support 
from  evangelical  churches? 

Simon:  Many  evangelical  Christians 


have  been  strong  active  participants 
in  Bread  for  the  World's  ministry 
from  its  beginning.  Over  the  years  a 
number  of  prominent  evangelical 
leaders  have  provided  dedicated 
service  as  members  of  Bread's  Board 
of  Directors.  As  we  move  into  this 
new  campaign,  we  are  calling  for  the 
active  participation  and  support  of 
evangelicals  across  the  nation. 

What  will  it  take  to  win  this  cam- 
paign? 

Simon:  Our  big  task  is  to  mobilize 
support.  We  want  to  get  literally 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  letters  into 
Congress  on  this  campaign.  I  ask 
people  to  participate  in  an  Offering 
of  Letters.  If  people  get  excited 
about  this  and  work  on  it,  we  truly 
have  a  chance  to  turn  the  tide 
against  hunger  and  poverty.  We 
have  a  once-in-a-lifetime  chance  to 
help  make  history.  Let's  seize  this 
great  opportunity!  [t] 


What  You  Can  Do 

By  encouraging  your  church  to 
hold  an  Offering  of  Letters  for  the 
Harvest  of  Peace  Resolution,  Chris- 
tians have  the  means  to  help 
negotiate  an  end  to  the  arms  race, 
overcome  hunger,  and  promote  a 
world  which  is  more  secure  for  all 
people. 

In  an  Offering  of  Letters,  letters 
rather  than  dollars  are  gathered 
during  a  worship  service  to  help 
hungry  people.  These  letters  are 
written  to  one's  local  members  of 
Congress  urging  them  to  cosponsor 
and  actively  support  the  Harvest  of 
Peace  Resolution.  The  letters  are 
then  collected  and  offered  to  God  as 
a  gift  of  citizenship. 

Evangelicals  have  been  partak- 
ing in  Offerings  of  Letters  since 
Bread  for  the  World's  beginning.  In 
1989,  evangelical  churches  held  Of- 
ferings of  Letters  which  prompted  a 
$118  million  funding  increase  for 
the  Special  Supplemental  Food  Pro- 
gram for  Women,  Infants,  and  Chil- 
dren (WIC). 

Offerings  of  Letters  held  at 
churches  across  the  nation  can  help 
build  a  secure,  peaceful,  adequately 
fed  world.  To  help  your  church  take 
this  important  step,  call  or  write 
Bread  for  the  World,  Attn: 
Katherine  Smith,  802  Rhode  Island 
Avenue  NE,  Washington,  DC 
20018  (202-269-0200)  and  order  an 
Offering  of  Letters  Kit  for  $5.00 
plus  $2.00  postage  and  handling. 


Stay-Behind 


Missionaries 


THESE  ARE  THE  WORDS  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  in  Romans  10:  As 
the  scripture  says,  "Everyone  who 
calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  be 
saved."  But  how  can  they  call  on 
him,  if  they  have  not  believed?  And 
how  can  they  believe,  if  they  have  not 
heard  the  message?  And  how  can 
they  hear,  if  the  message  is  not 
preached?  And  how  can  the  message 
be  preached,  if  the  messengers  are 
not  sent  out?  (Rom.  10:13-15,  tev.) 

When  we  discuss  missions,  we 
often  concentrate  our  remarks  first 
of  all  upon  the  HEARERS  —  the  un- 
saved around  the  world,  those  who 
are  lost  in  sin,  those  who  are  under- 
privileged, those  who  must  be 
reached  for  Jesus  Christ.  These  are 
the  hearers,  and  we  do  need  to  un- 
derstand their  plight. 

Or  we  talk  about  the  PREACH- 
ERS —  those  who  are  called  by  God 
and  ordained  by  the  church,  those 
who  are  sent  out  to  preach,  those 
commissioned  to  carry  the  message 
of  the  Good  News.  We  need  more 
preachers,  more  missionaries  on  the 
field.  We  know  the  work  of  mis- 
sionaries in  our  own  and  in  other  de- 
nominations. These  are  the  preach- 

Rev.  Lersch  pastors  the  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  Brethren  Church  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  House  Ministries  team. 

This  article  originally  appeared  in  the 
March  7,  1964,  issue  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist.  It  is  being  reprinted  (with 
some  minor  updating  by  Rev.  Lersch)  at 
the  suggestion  of  Rev.  William  Anderson, 
a  member  of  the  Overseas  Commission  of 
the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church.  This  issue,  with  its  Ministry 
Pages  emphasizing  world  missions, 
seemed  an  appropriate  one  in  which  to 
reprint  this  article. 
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ers,  the  carriers  of  the  Good  News. 
They  are  a  vital  link  in  missions. 

But  the  Apostle  Paul  also  men- 
tions a  third  group  in  this  passage  — 
the  SENDERS.  How  shall  the 
preachers  preach  except  they  be 
sent?  If  preachers  are  to  be  sent, 
someone  must  do  the  sending.  We 
often  overlook  this  very  significant 
role  that  those  of  us  remaining  here 
at  home  have.  We  stay  behind,  yes. 
But  we  must  be  a  part  of  the  mis- 
sionary picture.  Without  sending, 
the  preaching  is  inadequate;  without 
preaching,  the  hearing  is  in- 
adequate; without  hearing,  believ- 
ing and  calling  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord  are  impossible.  So  much  of  the 
effectiveness  of  worldwide  missions 
today  depends  upon  the  effectiveness 
of  stay-behind  missionaries  like  you 
and  me. 

We  need  more  people  here  at 
home  who  are  fully  aware  of  their 
deep  involvement  day  by  day  in 
world  missionary  work.  So  that  we 
may  know  our  vital  part  of  the  mis- 
sionary program,  we  need  to  consid- 
er what  it  means  to  say,  "Let  us  sup- 
port our  missionaries."  This  word 
"support"  comes  from  two  Latin 
words,  sub  meaning  under,  and  por- 
tare  meaning  to  carry.  We  provide 
the  undercarrying,  the  undergirding 
of  the  whole  missionary  program 
if  we  claim  to  "support"  our  mis- 
sionaries. 

We  are  stay-behind  people,  yes, 
but  we  are  still  missionaries.  In  ad- 
dition to  our  witness  here  at  home 
—  our  responsibility  to  be  mission- 
aries in  our  communities  —  we  need 
to  consider  this  other  aspect  of  our 
missionary  work.  We  are  mission- 
aries in  the  worldwide  scene  even 
though  we  are  the  stay-behinders. 


By  Phil  Lersch 

Two  incidents  in  the  Scriptures 
should  help  us  understand  what  is 
involved  in  being  stay-behind  mis- 
sionaries. 

1.  The  first  is  found  in  the  Book  of 
Ezra  1:1-4.  A  bit  of  the  background: 
Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon, 
had  invaded  Judah  and  carried  the 
Jews  into  captivity  back  to  his  na- 
tive Babylon.  The  Jews  had  been 
there  for  70  years  when  Cryus,  king 
of  Persia,  invaded  Babylon  and  con- 
quered it.  One  of  his  first  decrees 
was  to  allow  all  the  captives  of  Baby- 
lon to  return  to  their  homelands. 
This  meant  that  the  Jews  could  go 
home.  Cyrus  even  encouraged  the 
Jews  to  return  to  Jerusalem  and  re- 
build their  temple  to  God. 

Many  of  the  Jews  did  not  want  to 
go  back  to  Jerusalem.  In  Babylon 
they  were  not  living  under  prison 
conditions;  they  were  living  in  vil- 
lages or  townships.  Many  had  pros- 
pered in  captivity.  They  enjoyed  it 
there,  so  they  did  not  want  to  return 
to  the  labors  of  rebuilding  a  temple 
back  in  Jerusalem.  Now  they  pre- 
ferred to  help  others  go  rather  than 
go  themselves.  For  a  time  they  had 
been  captives  in  Babylon,  captives  of 
the  government.  Now  they  were  cap- 
tives of  this  materialistic  society. 
They  had  come  to  enjoy  the  luxuries, 
the  comforts  of  Babylon  and  now 
these  possessed  them.  They  were 
still  captives  and  perhaps  they  did 
not  know  it.  They  had  simply  ex- 
changed their  captivity,  from  Baby- 
lon to  materialism. 

This  choice,  however,  did  not  ex- 
cuse them  from  being  a  part  of  the 
mission  of  the  Jews  going  back  to 
Jerusalem  to  rebuild  the  temple.  For 
Cyrus  added,  And  whosoever  re- 
maineth    in    any    place    where    he 
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sojourneth,  let  the  men  of  his  place 
help  him  with  silver,  and  with  gold, 
and  with  goods,  and  with  beasts, 
beside  the  freewill  offering  for  the 
house  of  God  that  is  in  Jerusalem. 
(Ezra  1:4,  KJV.) 

These  stay-behind  missionaries 
still  had  a  responsibility  to  support 
the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  hun- 
dreds of  miles  away  in  Jerusalem. 
Perhaps  we  have  a  parallel  situation 
today.  The  Aspinalls,  Winters,  Allen 
Baer,  Kerners,  Solomons,  Anzu- 
loviches,  Tom  Saunders,  Lois,  and 
Kumars  are  not  working  in  Argen- 
tina, Colombia,  Paraguay,  Mexico, 
Malaysia,  and  India  to  rebuild  a 
temple;  but  they  are  there  to  help  in 
the  establishment  of  places  where 
the  word  of  God  will  be  taught.  And 
just  as  the  Jews  who  remained  in 
luxurious  Babylon  were  commanded 
to  support  their  mission,  so  are  we 
today  commanded  to  support  our 
mission. 

We  ajl  must  sacrifice 

Many  times  we  hear  people  talk 
about  the  sacrifice  made  by  our  mis- 
sionaries. This  is  true,  and  we  re- 
spect the  missionaries  for  their 
going  out  and  their  sacrifice.  But 
some  people  seem  to  refer  to  this 
sacrifice  of  missionaries  as  if  they 
believe  that  kind  remarks  fulfill  an 
obligation.  Church  members  subcon- 
sciously think  that  being  sympathe- 
tic is  all  that  is  required.  Talking 
about  the  sacrifice  of  those  who  are 
going  out  can  lead  to  the  feeling  that 
the  senders  themselves  are  sacrific- 
ing. 

We  know  sacrifice  and  suffering 
can  be  vicarious,  as  it  was  in  the 
case  of  Jesus  Christ  for  us.  But  talk- 
ing about  the  sacrifice  that  mis- 
sionaries are  making  is  not  vicari- 
ous. It  does  not  excuse  us.  It  is  not  a 
sacrifice  on  our  behalf.  Therefore  we 
dare  not  believe  that  as  soon  as  we 
acknowledge  the  sacrifice  of  our  mis- 
sionaries, we  have  met  our  obliga- 
tion. Our  acknowledgment  of  sac- 
rifice is  also  our  challenge.  We  must 
give  of  our  abundance,  for  we,  too, 
are  missionaries.  We  are  the  send- 
ers, as  much  a  part  of  the  picture  as 
the  preachers  and  the  hearers.  With- 
out sending,  there  is  no  preaching; 
without  preaching,  there  is  no  hear- 
ing; without  hearing,  there  is  no  be- 
lieving; without  believing,  there  is 
no  calling  upon  the  Lord.  Therefore, 


stay-behind  missionaries  have  as 
their  first  responsibility  the  support, 
financially,  of  the  program  of  mis- 
sions around  the  world. 

2.  The  second  passage  is  in  Acts 
13:2-3.  In  this  passage  is  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  church  at  Antioch,  the 
church  that  sent  out  the  first  Chris- 
tian missionaries.  Here  is  what  the 
Bible  tells  us  about  them:  As  they 
ministered  to  the  Lord,  and  fasted, 
the  Holy  Ghost  said,  Separate  me 
Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work 
whereunto  I  have  called  them.  And 
when  they  had  fasted  and  prayed, 
and  laid  their  hands  on  them,  they 
sent  them  away. 

Charles  Erdman  writes  concern- 
ing this  passage:  "The  missionary 
enterprise  obviously  demands  that 
the  church  at  home  must  be 
spiritual,  prayerful,  self-denying, 
carefully  instructed  in  revealed 
truth,  and  deeply  concerned  in  the 
work  abroad.  .  .  .  These  early  Chris- 
tians did  not  seem  to  be  much  af- 
fected by  the  argument  that  'there 
are  heathen  enough  at  home;'  in 
Antioch  there  were  a  half  million  of 
pagans  when  the  Holy  Spirit  said, 
'Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul  for 
the  work  whereunto  I  have  called 
them.' " 

We  are  to  be  a  spiritual  force 

We  must  not  only  pay  the  way  of 
the  missionaries,  but,  more  impor- 
tant, the  churches  at  home  must  be 
the  spiritual  force  behind  them,  just 
as  the  church  at  Antioch  was  the 
power  and  the  force  and  the 
spiritual  thrust  that  sent  forth  the 
first  missionaries,  Barnabas  and 
Saul.  This  is  also  our  responsibility 
as  stay-behind  missionaries. 

We  pride  ourselves  in  living  in  a 
progressive  nation,  in  being  a  pro- 
gressive people.  Yet  in  some  things 
we  are  so  backward.  We  rather  ex- 
pect the  missionaries  on  furlough  to 
give  us  a  new  charge  about  the  im- 
portance of  missions.  But  the  Bible 
says  we  are  to  be  the  power  and  sup- 
port to  give  the  missionaries  encour- 
agement. The  church  in  Antioch  was 
the  power  that  sent  forth  Barnabas 
and  Saul.  Often  we  expect  the  mis- 
sionaries not  only  to  serve  on  the 
field,  but  to  come  home  and  stir  up 
our  enthusiasm,  so  that  we  have  an 
interest  in  them  and  the  Lord's  work 
when  they  go  back. 


If  missionaries  came  home  on  fur- 
lough dejected,  discouraged,  and 
tired,  how  much  inspiration  would 
they  receive  from  us  to  go  back  and 
win  the  unsaved  to  Christ?  If  they 
came  back  to  the  refueling  station, 
how  much  fuel  would  they  get  to  go 
out  again  and  continue  to  hold  high 
the  banner  of  the  Gospel?  I  am 
afraid  to  answer  my  own  question. 
But  it  challenges  me,  and  I  share  it 
with  you. 

This  story  is  told  by  a  visitor  to 
the  home  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Simpson,  the 
founder  of  the  Christian  and  Mis- 
sionary Alliance.  This  visitor  arose 
very  early  one  morning  to  go  for  a 
walk.  In  passing  the  study  of  Dr. 
Simpson,  he  glanced  in  and  saw  this 
preacher  at  his  desk.  He  was  having 
his  morning  devotions. 

After  observing  the  reading  of  the 
Bible,  the  visitor  lingered  at  the 
door  and  saw  Dr.  Simpson  begin  to 
pray.  Instead  of  kneeling  or  closing 
his  eyes,  he  pulled  over  to  the  center 
of  his  desk  a  globe  of  the  world.  As 
he  slowly  turned  the  globe,  he  prayed 
for  country  by  country  with  all  of 
his  missionary  acquaintances.  He 
prayed  for  the  unsaved.  Then  the 
visitor  watched  as  the  prayer  was 
concluded.  Dr.  Simpson  drew  this 
globe  even  closer  and,  hugging  it,  he 
began  to  weep  because  of  his  com- 
passion for  those  for  whom  he  was 
praying.  The  tears  flowed  from  his 
eyes,  down  his  cheeks,  and  fell  upon 
the  globe  —  a  fitting  symbol  for  the 
compassion  in  this  man's  heart  for 
the  work  of  missions  around  the 
world.  A  great  missionary  states- 
man crying  because  of  the  great 
needs  and  demands  of  missions. 

For  what  do  we  cry? 

When  you  and  I  cry,  for  what  do 
we  cry?  Do  we  cry  for  the  needs  of 
the  world,  or  do  we  cry  for  ourselves 
and  our  condition?  The  church  at 
home,  the  stay-behind  missionaries, 
must  be  the  spiritual  force,  the 
power  of  love,  the  power  of  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  in  every  mis- 
sionary endeavor. 

Stay-behind  missionaries  must  be 
the  spiritual  undergirding  and  the 
support  of  all  that  is  done  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  around  the 
world.  My  friends,  this  is  our  two- 
fold task.  Make  no  mistake  about  it, 
we  are  the  STAY-BEHIND  MIS- 
SIONARIES! [t] 
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World  Missions: 


Brethren  Church  Missions  are  getting 

ON  TARGET  .  .  .  The  next  decade  and  beyond 

in  obedience  to  The  Great  Commission. 


The  Challenge  Before  Us 


By  James  R.  Black 
Executive  Director,  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 


Unreached  People  .  .  .  Poverty  .  .  .  Drugs  .  .  .  World  Population  Explosion  .  .  . 
Urbanization  .  .  .  Restriction  of  Missionary  Activity  .  .  .  Shortage  of  Expatriate 
Missionaries  .  .  .  Growth  of  Competing  Religions  .  .  .  Tradition  .  .  .  Shifting 
Demographics  .  .  .  Duplicated  Efforts  .  .  .  Persecution  of  the  Church  .  .  .  Lack  of 
Vision  .  .  .  Theological  Issues  .  .  .  Cultural  Exclusiveness  .  .  .  Younger  Leaders 
.  .  .  Worldwide  Secularization  .  .  .  Resistant  Peoples  .  .  .  Anti -Americanism  .  .  . 
Euro-pessimism  .  .  .  Deterioration  of  Family  .  .  .  Political  Opening  of  China  and 
Russia  .  .  .  Public  Evangelical  Scandals  .  .  .  Apartheid  .  .  .  Influence  of  the  Pacific 
Rim  .  .  .  AIDS  .  .  .  Globalization  of  Economics  and  Culture  .  .  .  Politicalization  of 
Evangelicals  .  .  .  New  Age  Movement. 


I?M  NOT  SURE  who  compiled 
the  above  list  of  major  issues 
facing  evangelism  today,  but  this 
paragraph  was  "Front  Page"  of  a 
past  year's  issue  of  Global  Prayer 
Digest  magazine.  In  the  time  since 
this  magazine  (undated)  was 
printed,  we  would  certainly  add  the 
changes  taking  place  in  Eastern 
Europe,  including  the  opening  of 
"the  Wall." 

One  would  think  that  such  a  list 
would  destroy  any  missionary  in- 
centive for  world  evangelism.  But 
none  of  the  issues  are  beyond  God's 
ability  to  handle,  and  so  none  are 
to  be  seen  as  too  great  an  obstacle 
for  His  church. 

Sure,  it's  "scary"  to  read  that 
there  are  a  billion  people  who  have 
no  gospel  witness.  The  numbers 
are  staggering,  but  in  the  century 
to  come  the  world's  population  will 
double  to  10.2  billion  people!  And 
by  the  year  2000,  so  I  have  read,  83 
percent  of  the  unreached  people 
may  live  in  countries  closed  to 
traditional  missionary  activity. 

The  Missionary  Board  of  the 
Brethren  Church  —  your  Mission- 
ary Board  —  is  a  part  of  the  Great 
Commission  effort  of  the  Christian 


Church  to  reach  the  world  with  the 
gospel  message.  Compared  to  many 
agencies,  we  are  quite  small.  But 
in  comparison  with  our  denomina- 
tional strength,  we  are  quite  large. 
Much  remains  to  be  done,  however, 
and  we  want  to  be  prepared  to  step 
boldly  through  each  door  set  ajar 
by  the  Lord.  Your  continuing  sup- 
port and  encouragement  is  vital  to 
our  efforts. 

Once  again  we  include  a  list  of 
Brethren  fields  of  service,  along 
with  our  missionaries  and  a  brief 
synopsis  of  the  work. 

MEXICO:  Our  work  is  concen- 
trated in  Mexico  City.  Dr.  Juan 
Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda  and 
Tom  Saunders  are  our  missionaries 
working  with  Mexican  leadership. 
Two  major  congregations  and  sev- 
eral Bible  studies  meet  on  a  regu- 
lar basis.  A  number  of  people  are 
in  preparation  for  Brethren  serv- 
ice, studying  at  the  Evangelical 
Bible  Institute  in  Mexico  City. 
There  is  a  real  possibility  that  Pas- 
tor Rogelio  Hererra  will  return  to 
his  home  area  of  Mexico  and  be- 
gin a  Brethren  work  there.  Dr. 
Miranda  is  working  with  this  pos- 
sibility. 


BOLIVIA:  The  Brethren  work  in 
Bolivia  is  just  "officially"  getting 
underway,  although  there  are  sev- 
eral congregations  meeting  as 
"Brethren."  Rev.  Vidal  Juarez  and 
Dr.  Juan  Miranda  are  working  at 
the  process  of  registering  these 
churches. 

COLOMBIA:  This  beautiful  coun- 
try has  been  much  in  the  news  in 
recent  months,  but  at  this  writing 
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our  work  there  continues.  Mission- 
ary families  David  and  Diane 
Kerner  and  Tim  and  Janet  Solo- 
mon are  back  on  the  field!  Appar- 
ently their  brief  departure  really 
proved  to  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Church  (see  next  two  pages). 
Pray  regularly  for  these  families 
that  our  work  may  progress.  And 
pray  for  the  church  and  political 
leadership  of  Colombia. 

PERU:  It  is  sad  to  see  the  plight 
of  this,  another  beautiful  Latin 
American  country.  We  are  not  cer- 
tain what  direction  Brethren  work 
will  take  in  Peru,  but  we  pray  for 
Miguel,  Sonia,  and  Carlos  Antu- 
nez,  and  our  Brethren  presence  in 
that  country.  Christians  in  Peru 
are  in  danger  of  severe  persecution. 
Pray!  Pray!  Pray! 

ARGENTINA:  The  Brethren  in 
Argentina  will  celebrate  their  80th 
anniversary  this  year.  The  church, 
along  with  the  country,  is  ex- 
periencing some  serious  financial 
problems.  But  the  Brethren  there 
are  aggressive  and  determined  to 
grow  and  to  reach  out  in  their  mis- 
sionary programs.  Our  mission- 
aries are  Ray  and  Marilyn  As- 
pinall,  Bill  and  Sharon  Winter  (on 
furlough),  and  Allen  Baer. 

PARAGUAY:  Juan  Antonio  An- 
zulovich  and  his  family  are  Breth- 
ren missionaries  in  Asuncion, 
Paraguay.  The  Anzulovich  family 
is  Argentine,  and  any  work  in 
Paraguay  is  a  cooperative  effort  of 
Argentine  and  U.S.  Brethren.  The 
church,  now  numbering  several 
congregations,  is  experiencing 
rapid  growth. 

AFRICA:  Although  the  Brethren 
have  no  missionaries  assigned 
there,  our  interest  in  Nigeria  con- 
tinues. Modest  financial  support  is 
provided  annually  for  the  training 
of  national  leaders. 

INDIA:  As  you  have  read  before, 
India  is  the  largest  democracy  in 
the  world.  The  population  of  this 
great  country  exceeds  that  of  Af- 
rica and  all  Latin  America  com- 
bined. We  are  very  thankful  for  the 


Penang  Qt\ 

MALAY^IAX 

Johor  Baru* 


work  of  Rev.  K.  Prasanth  Kumar, 
Brethren  Mission  Director,  and  his 
family  and  large  mission  staff. 
Their  involvement  in  World  Relief 
work,  schools,  clinics,  and  an  or- 
phanage goes  hand-in-hand  with 
evangelism  and  church  planting  in 
India.  (See  also  page  16.) 
MALAYSIA:  Brethren  mission 
work  in  Malaysia  is  conducted  by 
Rev.  David  Loi  Lee-Hoot,  his  wife, 
Jenny,  and  a  staff  of  several  work- 
ers in  the  area  of  Johor  Baru  and 
Penang.  We  continue  to  pray  for 
national  registration  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  Malaysia  and  for  doors  to 
open  to  minister  to  the  people  of 


that  great  nation.  We  also  re- 
member the  new  ministry  of  Koay- 
Choo-Oon  among  the  people  of 
Taman  Selasa  Jaya. 

SEVERAL  OTHER  MINISTRIES 

should  be  mentioned,  including  the 
tremendous  radio  outreach  of 
Maria  Miranda.  Her  message  is 
broadcast  on  many  hundreds  of 
radio  stations  throughout  Latin 
America.  World  Vision  has  said 
she  is  "the  most-listened-to  woman 
in  Latin  America." 

We  are  also  encouraged  by  the 
acceleration  of  the  work  at  home 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Russ 
Gordon.  This  includes  church 
planting  efforts  and  the  ministry 
of  Riverside  Christian  Training 
School  (Ky.),  Krypton  Bible  Center 
(Ky.),  and  Brethren  House  Minis- 
tries (Fla.).  Hispanic  work  in  the 
U.S.  is  under  the  supervision  of 
Juan  Carlos  Miranda. 

Continue  to  be  much  in  prayer. 
We  do  not  know  at  this  time  the 
future  placement  of  Mark  and 
Chantal  Logan.  We  don't  know 
where  or  how  the  Brethren  will 
next  move  in  missions.  But  Breth- 
ren Church  Missions  are  getting 
ON  TARGET  ...  The  next  decade 
and  beyond  in  obedience  to  the 
Great  Commission.  [t] 
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Colombia: 


Brethren  Church  Masons  are  getting 
ON  TARGET  The  nexi  decade  and 

in  obedience  lo  The  Greai  Commi 


Beyond  the  Violence 


By  Brethren  Missionary  David  C.  Kerner 


Then  a  great  and  powerful  wind 
tore  the  mountains  apart  and  shat- 
tered the  rocks  .  .  .  but  the  Lord 
was  not  in  the  wind.  After  the  wind 
there  was  an  earthquake,  but  the 
Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake. 
After  the  earthquake  came  a  fire, 
but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  fire. 
And  after  the  fire  came  a  gentle 
whisper.         I  Kings  19:11-12,  Niv 

ELIJAH  was  not  imagining 
things.  The  wind,  the  earth- 
quake, and  the  fire  were  all  very 
real  and,  no  doubt,  quite  terrifying. 
But  Elijah  realized  that  he  was  not 
to  focus  his  attention  on  the  noise, 
destruction,  and  violence.  He  had 
to  look  beyond  these  things  in 
order  to  seek  the  Lord.  Beyond  the 
violence,  Elijah  recognized  in  the 
form  of  a  gentle  whisper  the  pres- 
ence and  power  of  God. 

The  news  reports  about  the  vio- 
lence in  Colombia  are  not  the 
imaginings  of  media  reporters.  The 
violence  is  real.  In  considering  the 
mission  work  in  Colombia,  how- 
ever, the  greatest  danger  for  the 
Brethren  is  spiritual  rather  than 
physical.  The  real  danger  is  that 
we  will  focus  our  attention  on  the 
wind  and  the  fire  and  the  news  re- 
ports, and  fail  to  seek  the  presence 
and  power  of  the  Lord  among  the 
Brethren  in  Colombia. 

Throughout  1989  the  Lord  was 
clearly  at  work  in  and  through  The 
Brethren  Church  of  Colombia.  We 
have  seen  many  opportunities  open- 
ing for  evangelism  and  discipling 
as  a  result  of  the  political  and 
drug-related  violence.  The  entire 
evangelical  community  has  grown 
in  faith  and  confidence,  even  as  the 
society  around  it  has  become  in- 
creasingly concerned  about  the  de- 
teriorating economy,  the  assassina- 
tion of  irreplaceable  leaders  and  in- 


Missionary  Dave  Kerner  delivers  a  Communion  message  at  the  Campo  Valdez 
Church  in  Medellin,  Colombia. 


tellectuals,  and  the  struggle  to  re- 
solve many  pressing  social  issues. 

People  in  the  neighborhoods 
around  our  Brethren  congregations 
have  opened  conversations  by  ask- 
ing our  members  to  explain  the 
hope,  joy,  and  underlying  peace 
visible  in  their  lives  and  attitudes. 
Missionaries  with  several  decades 
of  experience  in  Colombia  believe 
Medellin  to  be  opening  to  the  gos- 
pel as  never  before. 

During  1989  The  Brethren 
Church  of  Colombia  concentrated 
its  efforts  on  stabilizing  the  exist- 
ing congregations,  training  lead- 
ers, and  planning  for  growth.  The 
national  church  has  devoted  time 
to  the  study  of  Brethren  back- 
ground and  theology  in  order  to 
clarify  its  identity  and  strengthen 
its  witness.  Members  of  the  local 
congregations  have  experienced  re- 
newed enthusiasm  for  outreach, 
and  each  group  has  organized  spe- 
cific objectives  and  strategies  for 
each  quarter  of  the  new  year. 

The  initiative  for  action  and 
growth  has  shifted  from  the  mis- 
sion to  the  national  church.  The 


leading  and  planning  at  both  local 
and  national  church  levels  are  at 
present  being  carried  out  entirely 
by  the  Colombian  brethren,  with 
the  missionaries  responsible  for  ad- 
vising and  teaching,  and  for  or- 
ganizing written  resources  to  help 
the  national  church  develop  its 
own  teaching  and  training  ac- 
tivities in  the  future. 

The  Brethren  Church  of  Colom- 
bia is  entering  1990  full  of  faith, 
eager  to  grow,  and  excited  about  its 
future.  The  members  are  sharing  a 
spirit  of  cooperation  and  unity  un- 
seen even  a  year  ago. 

In  the  ongoing  turmoil,  has  God 
packed  His  bags  and  left  Colombia? 
May  we  never  be  distracted  by  the 
wind  and  the  fire  from  seeking  the 
presence  and  power  of  God  at  work 
in  our  world.  In  a  gentle  whisper 
unheard  above  the  clamor  of  the 
news  reports  of  the  day,  the  Lord  of 
Heaven  and  Earth  continues  to 
challenge  the  Brethren  to  be  salt  in 
their  society.  As  with  Elijah  so 
many  years  ago,  may  the  Lord 
grant  us  faith,  discernment,  and  vi- 
sion in  the  midst  of  violence.      [t] 
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Colombia: 


Brelhren  Church  Missions  are  getting 

ON  TARGET  The  next  decade  and  beyond 

In  obedience  10  The  Great  Commissi 


Getting  Settled  in  Again 

By  Brethren  Missionary  Timothy  Solomon 


DECEMBER  '89  was  a  busy 
month  for  us,  beginning  with 
our  return  to  Colombia  late  on  the 
night  of  the  fifth.  We  were  met  at 
the  Bogota  airport  by  two  carloads 
of  church  members,  a  vase  of  roses, 
and  a  large  WELCOME  BACK 
sign.  It  was  a  very  moving  and  joy- 
ful moment,  and  we  were  excited 
about  being  reunited  with  our  Co- 
lombian brethren  after  three 
months  in  the  U.S. 

We  immediately  began  searching 
for  an  apartment  to  rent,  and  found 
one  about  four  days  later.  Because 
of  the  complicated  paperwork  in- 
volved in  the  rental  process,  how- 
ever, we  weren't  able  to  move  in 
right  away.  But  we  praise  God  that 
we  were  handed  the  keys  on  De- 
cember 23  and  had  everything  in 
the  apartment  by  New  Year's  Day. 

A  Christmas  miracle 

This  was  our  Christmas  miracle, 
considering  that  the  mail  truck 
carrying  our  rental  contract  for 
Dave  Kerner  to  sign  was  stolen  in 
Medellin,  truck  and  all;  that  most 
offices  were  already  closed  for 
Christmas  on  the  23rd;  and  that  we 
moved  into  the  apartment  on  the 
last  day  that  the  missionary  guest 
house  where  we  had  been  staying 
had  a  vacancy. 

We  are  now  "all  settled  in,"  and 
we've  already  made  some  new 
friends  among  the  neighbors. 
These  friendships  may  soon  turn 
into  contacts,  since  no  evangelical 
work  currently  exists  in  this  large 
apartment  complex. 

Along  with  the  ministry  of  SER- 
VICOM,  we  continue  to  work  in 
the  Villa  del  Rio  congregation,  al- 
though we  no  longer  live  in  the 
church.  Two  main  reasons  prompt- 
ed the  decision  to  move:  (1)  Be- 


Missionaries  Tim  and  Jan  Solomon 
with  their  children,  Lisa  and  Stephen. 

cause  of  the  current  unrest  in  Co- 
lombia, it  was  recommended  to  the 
Missionary  Board  that  we  would  be 
more  secure  in  an  enclosed  apart- 
ment complex  (similar  to  the  one 
the  Kerners  live  in);  (2)  While 
we  were  home  on  furlough,  our  Co- 
lombian co-workers,  Fabio  and 
Claudia,  took  care  of  the  house 
(which  belongs  to  the  church). 
After  three  months  of  their  living 
there  and  leading  all  the  meetings, 
we  felt  that  it  would  be  a  step 
backwards  for  us  to  move  back  in 
and  "take  over." 

A  new  attitude 

We  are  excited  about  the  "new 
attitude"  of  the  Colombian  leader- 
ship. Our  evacuation  seems  to  have 
given  the  national  church  a  new 
urgency,  and  they  are  becoming 
less  dependent  upon  missionaries 
and  more  confident  to  try  new 
ideas  on  their  own.  Since  our  main 
goal  is  to  help  develop  a  Colombian 
church  (as  opposed  to  a  "mission- 
ary" church),  we  are  thrilled  with 


the  new  maturity  we  are  seeing  in 
our  Colombian  Brethren. 

We  also  thank  God  for  each  of 
you.  While  on  furlough  we  were 
touched  by  the  warm  reception  we 
received  wherever  we  spoke.  Al- 
though time  did  not  permit  us  to 
visit  all  of  the  churches,  rest  as- 
sured that  we  are  with  you  in 
prayer,  and  we  also  truly  ap- 
preciate the  many  cards  and  warm 
letters  we  have  received  since  our 
return. 

We  can  also  feel  your  prayers 
and  see  the  Lord's  hand  of  protec- 
tion all  around  us.  We  heard  our 
first  bomb  of  the  New  Year  on  Jan- 
uary 6,  while  visiting  friends.  But 
praise  God  that  the  30  kilogram 
bomb  went  off  about  20  blocks 
away,  and  we  were  unharmed. 

"Blowing  up"  the  old  man 

The  New  Year  began  with  its 
own  "bang,"  as  thousands  of  fire- 
works lit  up  the  sky.  Colombians 
ushered  in  the  new  decade  in  great 
style.  I  believe  there  is  at  least  one 
part  of  their  festivities  that  we  can 
learn  from  as  Christians.  It  is  a 
custom  here  for  many  of  the  chil- 
dren to  make  a  life-size  dummy  out 
of  old  clothes,  which  they  fill  with 
gunpowder  and  explosives.  Then, 
at  midnight  sharp,  they  blow  up 
the  "old  man,"  forgetting  the  past, 
and  thus  begin  a  new  year. 

We  can  each  do  the  same,  wher- 
ever we  are,  any  day  of  the  year.  In 
order  to  be  the  effective  Christians 
God  wants  us  to  be,  we  must  forget 
the  past,  press  on  toward  what  is 
ahead,  toward  the  goal  to  win  the 
prize  for  which  God  has  called  us 
heavenward  in  Christ  Jesus  (Phil. 
3:13,  14).  May  God  help  each  of  us 
to  "blow  up"  the  old  man,  and  live 
for  Him  each  day!  [t] 
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India: 
Twenty  Years  and  Growing! 

By  James  R.  Black,  Executive  Director 
Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 


TWENTY  YEARS  AGO,  on  Jan- 
uary 20,  1970,  the  Brethren 
Mission  was  officially  instituted  in 
Rajahmundry,  Andhra  Pradesh, 
India. 

Rev.  K  Prasanth  Kumar,  nation- 
al director  of  the  Brethren  Mission 
of  India,  shares  this  report  of  the 
20th  Convention  of  the  Brethren  in 
India,  held  in  celebration  of  the 
20th  anniversary  of  the  mission. 

We  began  the  convention  at 
8:00  a.m.  on  January  26  with  the 
inauguration  of  a  round-the- 
clock  prayer  vigil.  A  small,  tem- 
porary, thatched  hut  was  con- 
structed for  this  purpose,  called 
the  "Prayer  Cottage."  The  Lord 
enabled  us  to  carry  on  the 
prayers  for  three  days  non-stop, 
and  He  was  glorified  through  the 
continued  prayers  of  many  men 
and  women  who  prayed  for  the 
convention  and  for  the  entire 
Brethren  Church. 

Eight  other  men  of  God  and  I 
ministered  the  word  of  God.  More 
than  a  thousand  people  from  our 


village  congregations  attended 
the  convention.  Some  of  them 
brought  rice  and  vegetables,  and 
we  provided  daily  meals  for  all  of 
them  for  three  days.  An  average 
of  about  1,500  people  attended 
each  day. 

Nirmala  organized  the  wom- 
en's meeting,  and  Sudhir  or- 
ganized meetings  for  the  youth. 
A  special  choir  was  organized  by 
Sunitha  and  Sudhir,  along  with 
the  youth. 

We  are  so  delighted  that  many 
people  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as 
their  Savior.  On  Sunday  after- 
noon I  baptized  52  people  in  the 
baptistry  on  the  Brethren  Church 
premises  in  Rajahmundry. 

We  praise  the  Lord  for  giving 
us  a  successful  and  blessed  gos- 
pel convention  at  Rajahmundry. 

The  history  of  the  Brethren  Mis- 
sion in  India  is  exciting.  Every 
Brethren  person  would  do  well  to 
read  the  account  of  its  beginning  in 
Albert  T.  Ronk's,  History  of  Breth- 
ren Missionary  Movements. 


Baptism  of  the  52  people  who  accepted  Christ  during  the  convention.  Behind 
the  baptistry  is  the  Prayer  Cottage,  where  the  3 -day  vigil  was  held. 


The  "dream"  of  a  Brethren  work 
in  India  began  during  a  class 
period  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  in  1968.  A  joking  conver- 
sation with  K.  Prasanth  Kumar, 
then  a  student  at  the  seminary, 
concerning  a  Brethren  Church  in 
his  home  country,  soon  resulted, 
according  to  brother  Ronk,  in  "seri- 
ous discussion."  Prasanth  was  en- 
couraged to  talk  with  M.  Virgil 
Ingraham,  then  the  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  Missionary  Board. 
The  rest  is  history. 

In  the  two  decades  since  that 
first  meeting  in  Rajahmundry,  the 
Brethren  in  India  have  experienced 
such  church  growth  that  they  are 
second  only  to  Brethren  in  the  U.S. 
in  membership  and  numbers  of 
congregations. 

In  addition  to  its  church-planting 
efforts,  the  Brethren  Mission  has 
established  several  trade  schools, 
an  institute  for  the  training  of  pas- 
tors, an  orphanage,  and  a  hospital 
clinic.  World  Relief  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  has 
worked  hand-in-hand  with  the 
Brethren,  helping  to  provide  daily 
needs  as  well  as  emergency  relief 
for  the  people  of  India. 

Tremendous  opportunity 

The  opportunity  for  continued 
growth  in  India  is  everywhere  pres- 
ent. Every  phase  of  the  work 
should  be  expanded,  with  the  avail- 
ability of  finances  seemingly  the 
only  obstacle.  India  is  the  largest 
democracy  in  the  world,  with  a 
population  second  only  to  Chin?. 
But  only  two  percent  of  this  vast 
country  is  Christian. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  in- 
terest in  and  support  of  Brethren 
Missions  in  India.  Your  assistance 
is  always  appreciated.  [t] 
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Readers9  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 


Campus  Ministry  Update 


Dear  Brethren, 

Your  support,  interest,  and  prayers 
on  behalf  of  the  Christian  ministry  at 
Ashland  University  this  past  year 
have  been  so  very  much  appreciated. 
With  one  semester  behind  us  and  an 
exciting  new  one  well  under  way,  I 
thought  you  might  enjoy  the  following 
brief  update: 

HOPE    Christian   Fellowship:   A 

strong  core  of  Brethren  students  are 
among  the  75  who  meet  regularly  on 
Wednesday  evening  from  8:00-9:00  for 
our  HOPE  Fellowship.  In  addition, 
HOPE  Fellowship  regularly  sponsors 
social  opportunities,  retreats,  and  spe- 
cial events  for  our  Christian  students. 

HOPE  Ministries:  This  year  HOPE 
provides  its  membership  with  the  op- 
portunity for  involvement  in  seven  dif- 
ferent ministries.  The  response  from 
students  has  been  strong!  Just  last 
week  a  Brethren  student,  Jeff  Gilmer, 
who  shares  weekly  visits  with  our 
evangelism/discipleship  ministry,  was 
instrumental  in  leading  a  student  to 
Christ! 

Under  the  direction  of  Mark  Ray, 
the  Brethren  Youth  Moderator  and 
pastor  of  the  Williamstown  Brethren 
Church,  we  are  launching  four  Gospel 
Teams  this  semester.  Contact  my  office 
if  you're  interested  in  hosting  a  team. 

Six  share  groups  (Bible  studies)  and 
three  discipleship  groups  are  in  prog- 
ress and  experiencing  growth.  Our 
missions  ministry  is  planning  short- 
term  ministry  trips  to  Washington 
D.C.,  Florida,  and  Mexico.  The  Mexico 
trip  will  be  led  by  Vanessa  Oburn, 


who  served  as  a  Crusader  intern  in 
Mexico  last  summer.  Other  ministries 
work  with  fellowship,  worship,  and 
publicity. 

Ministerial  Recruitment:  Over 
Christmas  break,  a  talented  student 
from  our  Fellowship  made  a  decision 
to  enter  pastoral  ministry!  This  spring 
we  will  host  Dr.  Jerry  Flora  from  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  at  our 
Wednesday  HOPE  Fellowship  meeting 
as  part  of  our  ongoing  emphasis  on 
ministerial  recruitment. 

Regular  Chapel  Services:  Regular 
chapel  services  called  "A  Meal  and 
More"  were  started  December  6,  1989, 
and  will  continue  throughout  this 
semester.  The  services  are  held  on  the 
first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each 
month  from  12:05  to  12:55  p.m.  in  the 
Center  of  Religious  Life.  Participants, 
which  include  university  students,  fac- 


ulty, and  staff,  enjoy  an  inspirational 
service  which  is  followed  by  a  light 
lunch.  Rev.  David  Cooksey  and  Dr. 
Mary  Ellen  Drushal  have  been  fea- 
tured speakers  so  far  this  year.  Breth- 
ren students  have  been  regularly  in- 
volved in  assisting  with  leading  wor- 
ship and  music. 

Student  Contacts:  Student  con- 
tacts are  a  vital  part  of  our  campus 
work.  To  facilitate  this,  I  have  regular 
office  hours  and  am  frequently  on 
campus  meeting  with  students.  In  ad- 
dition, a  Brethren  Student  Fellowship 
has  been  started  which  meets  twice  a 
year  with  students  from  our  Brethren 
churches. 

Brethren,  thanks  again  for  your 
prayers  and  support! 

Michael  Gleason 
Director  of  Religious  Life 


The  Body  of  Christ 

So  we,  who  are  many,  are  one  body  in 
Christ,  and  individually  members  one  of 
another.  Romans  12:5,  nasb 

What  does  this  mean  to  us  as  Breth- 
ren? Simply  this,  that  we  are  responsi- 
ble to  one  another.  For  we  laugh  when 
others  laugh.  We  cry  when  others  cry. 
We  rejoice  when  others  rejoice.  WHY? 
Because  we  are  a  family! 

We  are  committed  in  Christ's  love  to 
Christ's  church.  We  seek  to  be  closely 
knitted  together  in  fellowship,  in  care, 
and  in  accountability  to  one  another. 

We  work  together  at  solving  our 
problems  and  seek,  above  all  else,  to 


preserve  the  UNITY  of  our  spirit. 
When  people  are  hurting,  we  reach 
out  to  them  in  love.  We  seek  no  higher 
position  than  to  be  equal. 

We  seek  to  discern  the  gifts  of  one 
another,  and  then  how  best  each  one 
can  use  that  gift  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  to  the  building  up  of  the  Body. 

Basically,  we  commit  ourselves  in 
servanthood  to  one  another  and  to  the 
entire  body  so  that  we  may  effectively 
communicate  God's  love. 

These  thoughts,  written  by  Rev. 
Duane  Dickson,  appeared  in  the  Hunt- 
ington, Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 
newsletter  and  are  reprinted  here  with 
Pastor  Dickson's  permission. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


OCR  PASTOR  SAID  TV  WAS 

ERODING  THE  SPIRITUAL  LIFE.  OP 

THE  CONGREGATION. 

ME  SAIP  EITHER 

IT  WENT 

OR  HE. 

DID.' 


HOW'S  THE 
CONGREGATION 
TAKING-  IT*? 


OH,  I  THINK  WE'RE! 
GOING  TO  M\SSHltA. 


March  1990 
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UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Dr.  Fred  Finks  Gives  Keynote  Address 
At  N.  California  District  Conference 


Manteca,  Calif.  —  Dr.  Fred  Finks, 
vice  president  for  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  was  the  keynote  speaker 
for  the  1990  Northern  California  Dis- 
trict Conference,  held  February  16-18 
at  the  Northgate  Community  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Manteca. 

Speaking  during  the  Friday  evening 
service  on  the  conference  theme,  "Be 
Authentic  Disciples,"  Dr.  Finks  high- 
lighted four  qualifications  for  true  dis- 
cipleship:  (1)  a  hunger  for  God;  (2)  a 
willingness  to  be  available;  (3)  a  dem- 
onstration of  faithfulness;  and  (4)  a 
willingness  to  learn  His  Word. 

A  men's  quartet  from  the  host 
church  presented  special  music  for  the 
Friday  evening  service. 

District  Moderator  Mr.  William 
Hubble  of  the  Lathrop  Church  led  the 
Saturday  afternoon  business  session. 
Thirty-nine  delegates  and  five  alter- 
nates from  the  three  congregations 
were  seated.  District  boards  and  com- 
mittees and  various  denominational 
ministries  presented  customary  re- 
ports. A  $3,900  budget  for  the  district 
for  1990-91  was  adopted. 

The  Saturday  evening  program  fea- 
tured an  evening  of  musical  inspira- 


tion by  Louie  and  Kathy  Salazar  and 
Tricia  Sweeney  of  Manteca  First  As- 
sembly of  God.  Mrs.  Sweeney  provided 
several  vocal  solos;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Salazar  offered  instrumental  numbers 
on  the  piano  and  harp. 

Conference  concluded  Sunday  eve- 
ning with  an  inspirational  service  fol- 
lowing a  covered-dish  dinner.  An  all- 
district  men's  choir  and  a  vocal  solo  by 
a  member  of  the  Lathrop  youth  group 
provided  special  music.  Ronald  W. 
Waters,  Director  of  Brethren  Church 
Ministries,  delivered  a  motivational 
challenge  to  individuals,  district  con- 
gregations, and  the  district  as  a  whole 
to  "get  out  of  the  boat"  and  accept  the 
challenges  God  is  placing  before  them. 

Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries 
David  Cooksey  installed  the  1990-91 
district  officers:  Moderator  James 
Kirkendall,  Moderator-Elect  Brad 
Harnden,  Secretary  Dorothy  Huse, 
Treasurer  Carolyn  Bennett,  and  Board 
of  Directors  Members-at-Large  Paul 
Hallett  and  Alan  Madeiros. 

The  Stockton  congregation  will  host 
the  1991  conference  at  a  time  to  be  es- 
tablished later. 

—  reported  by  Ronald  W.  Waters 


Ashland  University  Organ 
To  be  Completely  Renewed 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Univer- 
sity's 11 -ton  pipe  organ  was  disman- 
tled in  February  and  taken  to 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  to  undergo  more 
than  $200,000  in  renovations. 

Workers  from  the  M.P.  Moller 
Organ  Installation  and  Service  Co. 
spent  several  days  gutting  the  three 
wall  chambers  in  Memorial  Chapel 
that  contained  the  massive  organ 
aparatus. 

In  Hagerstown,  the  instrument's  in- 
ternal mechanism  will  be  rebuilt  and 
totally  updated  with  modern  solid- 
state  electronics.  The  organ  will  also 
be  revoiced,  with  new  stops  added, 
pipes  refurbished  or  replaced,  chests 
rebuilt,  and  the  pipework  redisigned. 

"Every  mechanism  of  the  instru- 
ment will  be  replaced  or  redone,"  said 
John  Gilbert,  AU  organist  and  as- 
sociate professor  of  music.  "I'm  excited 
because  we're  going  to  have  essen- 
tially a  new  instrument." 

When   the   organ  is   returned   this 


summer,  its  pipework  will  be  exposed 
on  the  center  wall  of  the  chapel's 
chancel  and  a  festival  trumpet  stop 
will  be  added.  "This  will  be  a  much 
superior  instrument  to  the  original 
one,"  Gilbert  said. 

Renovation  of  the  Olive  Williams 
Kettering  Memorial  Organ,  which  was 
installed  in  1953,  is  made  possible  by 
a  $200,000  gift  from  the  Kettering 
Family  Fund.  The  original  organ, 
which  cost  approximately  $35,000, 
was  a  gift  to  the  university  from  the 
late  Charles  F.  Kettering  in  memory 
of  his  wife,  who  was  a  graduate  in 
music  from  AU. 

In  addition  to  the  Kettering  gift,  the 
Robert  Zehner  family  provided  $5,000 
for  the  festival  trumpet  stop  in  mem- 
ory of  Mabel  Zehner,  AU's  organist  for 
many  years. 

A  rededication  ceremony  for  the 
organ  is  planned  for  the  fall  1990 
semester. 

Living  the  Christian  life  is  a  lot  like 
brushing  your  teeth  —  no  matter  how 
well  you  did  it  yesterday,  you  must  do 
it  again  today. 


Margaret  Lowery  Retiring 
From  Krypton  Bible  Center 

Ashland, 
Ohio  —  The 

Missionary 
Board  of  the 
Brethren 
Church  has 
announced 
the  retire- 
ment of  Home 
Missionary 
Margaret 
Lowery. 

Margaret 
faithfully 
served  the 
Lord  for  many  years  at  the  Krypton 
Bible  Center  in  Krypton,  Kentucky. 
Her  service  was  characterized  by  un- 
selfish dedication  and  commitment. 

Margaret  turned  80  years  old  on 
January  30.  Therefore  the  Missionary 
Board  decided  that  it  was  time  that 
she  officially  retire.  Steps  are  being 
taken  to  bring  her  service  with  the 
board  to  a  conclusion.  Her  retirement, 
however,  will  not  dampen  her  love  and 
enthusiasm  for  the  people  of  the  Kryp- 
ton area. 

Rev.  James  R.  Black,  Executive  Di- 
rector of  the  Missionary  Board,  asks 
that  Brethren  be  in  prayer  for  Mar- 
garet, for  the  board,  and  for  others 
working  with  Margaret  in  this  time  of 
transition. 


Volunteers  Needed  to  Help 
With  Hugo  Disaster  Relief 

Elkhart,  Ind.  —  Several  oppor- 
tunities are  available  for  people  will- 
ing to  help  with  disaster  relief  proj- 
ects in  areas  devastated  by  Hurricane 
Hugo,  according  to  disaster  relief  co- 
ordinator Rev.  Tim  Garner. 

Workers  are  needed  in  Copahee, 
South  Carolina,  for  home  rebuilding, 
roofing  jobs,  and  some  home  repair 
work.  The  work  is  strenuous,  and  vol- 
unteers need  some  carpentry/construc- 
tion skills.  The  following  schedule  has 
been  set  up  for  district  involvement. 
Pennsylvania  April  1-7 

Central  April  8-14 

Southeastern  April  15-21 

Southeastern  April  22-28 

Indiana  April  29-May  5 

There    are    also    two    projects    in 
Puerto  Rico  and  one  in  St.  Croix.  In 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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St.  James  Church  Attender  Selected 
Maryland  Child-Care  Worker  of  Year 


St.  James,  Md.  —  Tim  Chibana,  who 
attends  the  St.  James  Brethren 
Church,  was  recently  selected  by  the 
Maryland  Association  of  Child-Care 
Workers,  Inc.,  as  Maryland  Child- 
Care  Worker  of  the  Year  for  1989. 

Mr.  Chibana  has  worked  for  eight 
years  on  the  staff  of  the  Cedar  Ridge 
Children's  Home  west  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.  He,  his  wife  Sharon,  daughter 
Kristy,  and  son  Micah  have  attended 
the  St.  James  Brethren  Church  for 
about  two  years. 

A  native  of  Japan,  Chibana  came  to 
the  U.S.  to  attend  Houghton  College 
in  upstate  New  York.  He  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  biology  and  Bible 
at  Houghton,  a  master's  degree  in 
communications  at  Wheaton  College 
in  Wheaton,  111.,  and  currently  is 
working  on  a  master's  degree  in  inter- 
national business  management  at 
Mount  Saint  Mary's  College  in  Em- 
mitsburg,  Md. 

When  Chibana  first  came  to  the 
U.S.,  he  had  to  make  many  cultural 
and  linguistic  adjustments.  Fortu- 
nately, his  sponsors,  a  Christian 
couple  in  Albany,  showed  him  accept- 
ance and  treated  him  as  if  he  were  a 
member  of  their  family. 

He  says  he's  at  Cedar  Ridge  because 
of  that  experience.  He  felt  that  he 
needed  to  repay  to  others  the  love  and 
encouragement  he  received  from  those 
sensitive,  caring,  surrogate  parents. 

He  also  believes  that  the  loneliness 
and  anxiety  he  felt  from  leaving 
Japan  and  coming  to  the  United 
States  enables  him  to  identify  with 
the  boys  who  come  to  Cedar  Ridge.  All 
of  the  boys  he  works  with  at  the  home 
are  from  fragmented  family  back- 
grounds. 

Hugo  Disaster  Relief 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
Puerto  Rico,  volunteers  are  needed  for 
March  or  April  to  do  home  rebuilding 
and  roofing  jobs.  Carpentry,  construc- 
tion, and  block-laying  skills  are 
needed. 

The  work  in  St.  Croix  is  mainly 
roofing  and  some  home  repair.  Volun- 
teers must  be  able  to  do  a  lot  of  climb- 
ing and  heavy  lifting. 

For  more  information  about  becom- 
ing involved  in  these  disaster  relief 
projects,  contact  Rev.  Tim  Garner 
(phone  219-293-7088)  or  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  (419-289- 
1708). 


Tim  Chibana  with  wife,  Sharon,  and 
the  plaque  he  received  as  Maryland's 
Child-Care  Worker  of  the  Year. 

"These  kids  have  gone  through 
painful  experiences,  they've  been  up- 
rooted from  their  homes.  They're 
scared,  they're  anxious.  I  know  what 
that's  about.  I  can  establish  some  com- 
mon ground  with  them.  I  can  tell 
them,  T  know  what  you're  feeling.  I've 
been  there.' " 

Chibana  believes  building  relation- 


ships with  the  boys  is  important.  "I'm 
a  firm  believer  that  you  can  reach  kids 
only  within  the  context  of  relation- 
ships," he  said.  He  also  uses  behavior 
modification  principles  in  dealing  with 
the  youngsters,  and  says  that  he  em- 
phasizes Christian  values  in  trying  to 
give  them  moral  direction. 

According  to  James  Lindsey,  resi- 
dential director,  Chibana  is  a  "legend" 
at  Cedar  Ridge  and  many  of  the  boys 
who  leave  the  home  continue  to  write 
or  visit  him. 

In  his  letter  recommending  Chibana 
for  the  Child-Care  Worker  of  the  Year 
award,  Lindsey  wrote,  "I  have  never 
met  a  person  more  committed  to  child 
care  on  a  personal  level.  Tim  carries 
his  commitment  beyond  just  a  job  and 
makes  it  a  lifestyle  that  has  a  pro- 
found influence  upon  the  youth  he  has 
cared  for." 

Chibana  is  a  dedicated  Christian 
and  shared  his  Christian  testimony 
with  the  St.  James  congregation  dur- 
ing an  evening  service.  He  is  also  a 
fine  vocalist  and  can  play  music  on  a 
carpenter's  saw. 

A  feature  article  about  Chibana  ap- 
peared in  the  January  7,  1990,  edition 
of  the  Herald-Mail  newspaper.  It  was 
written  by  Herald-Mail  staff  writer 
Gloria  Dahlhamer,  who  is  herself  a 
member  of  the  St.  James  Brethren 
Church.  Most  of  the  material  for  this 
news  report  was  taken  from  that 
article. 


Corinth  Brethren  Conclude 
Centennial- Year  Celebration 

Twelve  Mile,  Ind.  —  Homecoming 
and  Rally  Day  were  two  major  con- 
cluding events  in  the  year-long  cen- 
tennial celebration  of  the  Corinth 
Brethren  Church.  (An  article  about 
earlier  activities  appeared  in  the  July/ 
August  1989  issue.) 

October  1  —  a  warm,  sunny,  fall  day 
—  found  170  members,  past  members, 
former  pastors,  and  friends  on  hand  to 
celebrate  Homecoming  during  this 
centennial  year.  Special  musical  num- 
bers were  provided  by  individuals,  a 
girls'  quartet,  and  the  adult  choir. 
Bulletin  boards  and  an  extensive  dis- 
play of  photographs  provided  a  picto- 
rial history  of  the  congregation.  An 
extensive  display  of  record  books,  bul- 
letins, and  other  memorabilia  was  also 
available  for  viewing. 

At  noon  a  bountiful  meal  was 
spread  on  tables  appropriately  deco- 
rated for  the  occasion.  During  the  pro- 
gram that  followed,  Glen  Dillman, 
teacher  and  historian,  portrayed  an 


1890's  itinerant  clergyman,  Elder 
Stoner.  Dressed  in  clerical  garb  typi- 
cal of  the  1890's,  Elder  Stoner  greeted 
the  audience,  complimented  them, 
then  chided  members  for  their  depar- 
ture from  the  "right"  path,  and  lastly 
encouraged  them  to  continue  in  the 
way  with  fervor  and  faith. 

Rally  Day,  on  October  22,  saw  excel- 
lent attendance  for  both  Sunday 
school  and  the  morning  worship  serv- 
ice. During  the  worship  hour,  "Light 
Force,"  a  gospel  group  under  the 
leadership  of  Barry  and  Donna  Freis- 
singer,  witnessed  through  music, 
scripture,  and  testimony. 

The  evening  service  was  the  fall 
Communion  service.  Following  this, 
everyone  gathered  in  the  sanctuary 
for  a  candle  light  service  of  dedication 
to  continued  growth  in  the  community 
and  the  Brethren  denomination. 

Thus  the  Corinth  Church  continued 
its  memorable  centennial  year  of  spe- 
cial events,  made  possible  by  the  dedi- 
cation, enthusiasm,  effort,  coopera- 
tion, and  faith  of  each  member  of  the 
congregation. 

—  reported  by  Emma  Lee  Staller 
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Carolyn  Cooksey  Hired  to  Coordinate 
Volunteerism  at  Ashland  University 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Carolyn  Cooksey 
was  recently  hired  by  Ashland  Uni- 
versity to  fill  the  newly  created  posi- 
tion of  volunteerism  coordinator  on 
the  AU  campus. 

Creation  of  this  (half-time)  position 
is  part  of  the  university's  effort,  in- 
itiated by  AU  President  Dr.  Joseph  R. 
Shultz,  to  promote  voluntary  service 
throughout  all  areas  of  the  university 
campus. 

Mrs.  Cooksey,  an  Ashland  native 
and  1968  graduate  of  Ashland  Univer- 
sity, is  the  wife  of  Rev.  David  Cooksey, 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  for  The 
Brethren  Church,  and  the  mother  of 
three  daughters  —  Carrie  (16),  Anna 
(13),  and  Emily  (10). 

In  addition  to  her  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  from  AU  with  majors  in  sociol- 
ogy and  home  economics,  Mrs.  Cook- 
sey is  taking  course  work  toward  an 
MA.  degree  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  In  her  new  position,  she 
will  also  be  drawing  on  experience  she 
gained  from  15  years  as  a  pastor's 
wife. 

Since  assuming  the  position  of  vol- 
unteerism coordinator  in  November, 
Mrs.  Cooksey,  and  her  assistant  Lori 
Fox,  a  1989  AU  graduate,  have  been 
setting  up  the  university's  volun- 
teerism office:  learning  what  is  being 
done  at  other  schools;  finding  out  the 
various  kinds  of  voluntary  service  cur- 
rently underway  by  AU  student  or- 
ganizations; and  determining  what  op- 
portunities for  volunteerism  are  avail- 
able on  a  campus,  community,  na- 
tional, and  international  basis. 


'{ 

1 

%:,.. 

*Mte  *^^fl 

^m-"'*'  A 

jsm 

Carolyn  Cooksey 

Eventually  they  want  the  office  to 
become  a  clearinghouse  for  volun- 
teerism opportunities,  as  well  as  a 
center  for  promoting  and  coordinating 
voluntary  service  projects.  "One  of  our 
main  goals  is  to  get  people  to  think  of 
things  besides  themselves,"  Mrs. 
Cooksey  said.  "It's  people  who  can, 
doing  for  those  who  can't;  people  who 
have,  doing  for  those  who  haven't." 

She  noted  that  voluntary  service  in- 
creases one's  self-esteem  and  goes  a 
long  way  in  providing  one  with  a  full- 
er life.  "It  seems  easy  to  give  money 
for  a  cause,  but  when  you  give  of  your- 
self, it's  personal  and  makes  you  feel 
so  good,"  she  said.  But  she  also  added 
that  "The  thrust  of  the  volunteer  work 
has  to  come  from  the  students  them- 
selves; our  job  is  to  make  them  aware 
of  the  many  opportunities." 

One  such  opportunity  recently  pre- 


sented to  AU  students,  faculty,  and 
staff  was  the  chance  to  spend  their 
spring  break  (March  18-24)  in  South 
Carolina  helping  with  cleanup  and  re- 
building in  an  area  ravaged  last  year 
by  Hurricane  Hugo.  Expecting  a  hand- 
ful of  volunteers,  Mrs.  Cooksey  was 
overwhelmed  when  nearly  60  ex- 
pressed an  interest. 

Approximately  35  will  make  the 
trip,  while  others  have  had  to  be 
turned  away.  The  35  will  be  working 
in  Monck's  Corner,  an  unprotected  in- 
land area  where  numerous  buildings 
were  damaged  or  destroyed  by  Hugo's 
devastating  winds.  The  project  is  af- 
filiated with  the  Mennonite  Disaster 
Service. 

But  much  of  the  volunteer  work  will 
be  done  right  on  the  AU  campus  or  in 
the  Ashland  community.  Last  month, 
for  example,  eight  Cleveland  inner- 
city  youth  spent  a  weekend  at  the  uni- 
versity. They  were  hosted  in  residence 
hall  rooms  by  Clayton  Hall  residents 
and  taken  to  various  activities  on 
campus  by  other  groups  of  students. 

Other  volunteer  efforts  at  AU  have 
included  Red  Cross  blood  drives,  com- 
munity service  projects  by  fraternities 
and  sororities,  and  the  Circle  K 
group's  ongoing  involvement  with  Big 
Brothers/Big  Sisters. 

President  Shultz  has  been  calling  on 
the  AU  campus  community  to  "Give 
5"  —  that  is,  to  volunteer  five  hours  a 
week  and  offer  five  percent  of  their  in- 
come to  help  those  less  fortunate  than 
themselves.  "A  study  has  shown  that 
if  every  adult  household  in  America 
would  'Give  5,'  we  could  eradicate 
hunger,  illiteracy,  homelessness,  and 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,"  he  said. 
"Making  positive  contributions  should 
be  everyone's  bottom  line." 


Joe  Gilmer,  David  Steiner 
Selected  for  Who's  Who 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Univer- 
sity seniors  Joe  Gilmer  and  David 
Steiner  were  among  the  38  AU  stu- 
dents selected  to  be  included  in  Who's 
Who  Among  Students  in  American 
Universities  and  Colleges  for  1989/90. 

Joe  is  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  and  the 
son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arden  Gilmer, 
senior  pastor  and  pastor's  wife  of  the 
Park  Street  congregation.  He  is  a 
radio/television  major  at  AU. 

David  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Paul  Stein- 
er, former  Brethren  pastor  now  serving 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  While 
at  AU,  David  has  regularly  attended 
the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  A  po- 


litical science  and  religion  major,  David 
is  serving  his  second  year  as  president 
of  the  university's  student  senate. 

Students  are  selected  for  inclusion 
in  Who's  Who  on  the  basis  of  their 
academic  performance,  character, 
service  to  the  community  and  the  uni- 
versity, involvement  in  activities,  and 
leadership. 

Annual  Laymen/Boys  Bake-Off 
Held  by  Oak  Hill  Brethren 

Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.  —  The  annual 
Laymen/Boys  Bake-Off  was  held  Feb- 
ruary 3  at  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Oak  Hill. 

The  event  included  a  welcome  by 
Burl  Burton;  prayer  by  David  Bowl- 
ing; judging  of  the  entries  by  judges 


Gene  Skeldon,  Ethel  Payne,  and  Linda 
Fox;  and  an  auction  of  the  baked 
goods. 

Jason  Crouch's  Valentine  cake  was 
judged  the  prettiest;  Teddy  Smith's 
cherry  chews  were  deemed  most  origi- 
nal; and  Mike  Pomeroy's  dirt  cake  was 
selected  as  most  unusual. 

The  cleverest  entry  was  a  cake 
baked  by  Kenneth  Nuckels  in  the 
shape  of  the  church  building.  It  was 
dark  chocolate  with  bananas  between 
layers  and  peanut  butter  icing.  The 
baked  item  bringing  the  highest  bid  at 
the  auction  was  monkey  bread  made 
by  Paul  Fox. 

The  event  was  well-attended  and 
the  most  profitable  of  any  of  the  bake- 
offs.  Monies  raised  will  be  used  to  help 
the  needy. 

—  reported  by  R.  Rogusky 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

LIFE  —  DEATH  —  LIFE  AGAIN!! 


Jesus  told  His  friend,  Nicodemus,  that  to  enter  God's  kingdom  he  must  be  "born 
again."  Nicodemus  thought  that  sounded  strange.  He  said,  "Jesus,  how  can  a  grown 
person  go  back  inside  his  or  her  mother's  tummy  and  be  born  a  second  time?" 

When  we  become  Jesus'  followers  and  God  lives  in  us,  we  are  changed.  We  be- 
come so  new  and  different  that  it  is  almost  as  if  we  had  been  born  again.  Our  old  self 
dies  and  we  become  another  kind  of  person  altogether. 

A  caterpillar  gives  up  being  a  caterpillar  in  order  to  become  a  butterfly.  Likewise, 
God  calls  us  to  give  up  our  old  self  so  that  we  might  become  the  wonderful  new  kind  of 
person  He  has  planned  for  us  to  be.  We  don't  understand  how  God  changes  us.  We  are 
like  caterpillars  who  wake  up  one  day  and  find,  as  we  break  out  of  our  cocoons,  that  we 
are  something  so  wonderful  and  exciting  that  we  never  could  have  imagined  it! 

God  surprises  us  again  and  again.  He  breaks  into  our  lives  and  makes  us  new  with 
His  astounding  love  and  power! 


Symbols  of  Death  and  New  Life 

A.  The  Bible  gives  us  many  picture  symbols  that  show  us  God's  death/new  life  idea.  Two  very 
important  ones  are  water  and  blood. 


WATER  makes  everything  it  touches  clean 
and  new.  We  cannot  live  without 
water.  And  yet  a  person  can  also 
drown  in  water.  It  gives  life,  but  it 
can  bring  death,  too. 


BLOOD  is  often  a  part  of  an  injury  and 
sometimes  of  dying.  But  it  also 
keeps  us  alive,  as  our  heart  pumps 
it  around  in  our  body.  Without  blood, 
people  cannot  live.  It  is  a  part  of 
death  and  life,  too. 


B.  Look  up  in  your  Bible  each  of  the  verses  written  on  the  butterfly  below.  If  the  verses  are 
about  water,  color  that  circle  on  the  butterfly  blue.  If  it  is  about  blood,  color  that  circle  red. 
Then  color  the  rest  of  the  butterfly  yellow. 
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From 
The 


Two  Brethren  Evangelist  articles 
written  by  Dr.  Dale  R.  Stoffer,  pastor 
of  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  have  been  selected 
by  the  Evangelism  and  Home  Mis- 
sions Association  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Evangelicals  for  reprint- 
ing in  their  looseleaf  Reference  Li- 
brary. The  articles  were  entitled 
"Plateaus  of  Church  Growth,  and  How 
to  Get  Off  Them:  Part  I  and  Part  II," 
and  appeared  in  the  January  and  Feb- 
ruary 1989  issues. 

Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  follow- 
ing several  months  of  much  deserved 
rest  at  home  (which  included  a  brief 
stay  in  the  hospital),  has  again  taken 
up  the  mantle  of  interim  pastor.  He 
and  wife  Polly  began  serving  the 
Louisville,  Ohio,  First  Brethren 
Church  March  4th.  Rev.  Benshoff,  who 
has  served  five  other  interim  pastor- 
ates, wrote  an  article  on  how  interim 
pastors  can  help  Brethren  churches, 
which  appeared  in  the  January  1990 
issue  of  the  Evangelist. 

The  Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren 
Church  honored  its  church  school 
teachers  and  workers  February  10 
with  a  Teacher  Appreciation  Lunch- 
eon. Thirty-two  teachers  and  workers 
enjoyed  a  swiss  steak  meal  at  the  Lick 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Follow- 
ing the  meal,  Tammy  Smith,  chair  of 
the  board  of  Christian  education,  in- 
troduced Donna  Buda,  a  local  nurse, 
who  showed  slides  and  told  of  her  re- 
cent experiences  in  Africa,  where  she 
served  a  short  time  innoculating  chil- 
dren against  childhood  diseases. 

BYC  members  and  leaders  of  the 

Muncie,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 
prepared  and  served  a  candle  light  St. 
Valentine's  Dinner  on  February  17  for 
couples  from  their  congregation.  BYC 
members  Beth  and  Susan  Briner, 
Melanie  and  Ben  Moorehead,  and 
Keith  Weaver,  and  their  leaders  — 
David,  Darlene,  and  Jennifer 
Moorehead  —  decorated  the  basement 
(in  red  and  white)  and  prepared  the 
meal.  The  BYC  members  also  served 


as  waiters  and  waitresses  for  the  din- 
ner. A  freewill  offering  was  received, 
with  the  money  to  be  used  toward 
Youth  Convention  expenses. 

Helen  Gasset  Garber,  a  member 
of  the  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  Brethren 
Church,  celebrated  her  102nd  birth- 
day on  February  13.  She  is  the  wife  of 
the  late  Frank  W.  Garber,  founder  and 
longtime  pastor  of  the  Cheyenne 
Brethren  Church.  She  is  quite  well 
and  able  to  get  around  in  her  home 
and  still  able  to  crochet  some. 

BYC  members  of  the  three  youth 
groups  of  the  Bryan,  Ohio,  First 
Brethren  Church  took  "sweethearts" 
over  60  years  of  age  to  a  Sweetheart 
Banquet  held  February  11  in  the  church 
fellowship  hall.  Youth  leaders  Jeff  and 
Mary  Brandon,  Dave  and  Nancy 
Schairbaum,  and  Gene  and  Linda 
Lockhart  prepared  the  meal;  Pastor 
Mark  and  Cathy  Britton  provided  the 
entertainment.  Attendance  was  55. 

An  International  Congress  on  the 
Church  and  Disability  will  be  held 


May  30-June  2  at  Calvin  College  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  with  the  theme 
"Christ's  Love  .  .  .  accessible  to  all." 
Featured  speakers  will  include  Joni 
Eareckson  Tada,  Tim  Hansel,  Dr. 
John  Perkins,  and  Dave  Roever.  The 
purpose  of  the  congress  is  to  educate, 
unite,  and  encourage  ministry  work- 
ers from  around  the  world  involved  in 
the  lives  of  disabled  people. 

Trans  World  Radio  (TWR),  an  in- 
ternational radio  network,  was  re- 
cently granted  first-ever  permission 
by  Soviet  officials  for  an  interdenomi- 
national organization  to  set  up  radio 
production  facilities  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  TWR  will  be  working  with  the 
evangelical  community  of  the  Soviet 
Union  as  co-partners  in  reaching  the 
Soviet  people  with  the  gospel. 

Two  Bible  Societies  were  recently 
established  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
first  was  founded  in  December  1989  by 
Latvian  Christians,  and  the  second  — 
the  Russian  Bible  Society  —  by  Chris- 
tians in  Moscow  on  January  17  of  this 
year. 


In  Memory 

Everett  Dietz,  75,  February  14.  Lifetime 
member  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  served  several  years  as  a 
trustee.  Services  by  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 
Kenneth  E.  Kolp,  67,  February  11.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Arden  Gilmer. 
Vada  M.  Longenecker,  69,  February  11. 
Member  of  the  North  Manchester  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Mar- 
lin  McCann  and  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel. 
Virginia  L.  Bradley,  63,  February  7. 
Member  of  the  North  Manchester  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Mar- 
lin  McCann. 

Ruth  M.  Gilmer,  90,  February  6.  Member 
of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church.  Serv- 
ices by  Pastor  Pat  Velanzon  and  Rev. 
Larry  Tyner.  Mrs.  Gilmer  was  the  widow  of 
Rev.  C.  Y.  Gilmer,  who  died  April  29,  1989. 
Ruth  Meinke,  97,  February  6.  Member  for 
84  years  and  deaconess  for  60  years  of  the 
South  Bend  First  Brethren  Church,  where 
she  also  served  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher. 
She  also  served  as  president  of  the  Indiana 
District  W.M.S.  Services  by  Pastor  Larry 
R.  Baker. 

M.  Evelyn  Pavelek,  71,  February  4.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church, 
where  she  served  as  a  Bible  study  leader. 
Services  by  Pastor  R.  Keith  Hensley. 
Harold  F.  Real,  74,  January  24.  Member 
and  deacon  of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Ken  Sullivan. 
Harold  W.  Meeker,  77,  January  23.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 
Mary  Lawrence,  82,  January  21.  Member 
for  64  years  of  the  Masontown  Brethren 


Church,  where  she  had  formerly  served  as 
pianist  for  the  primary  Sunday  school  de- 
partment. Services  by  Pastor  Russell  C. 
King. 

Charles  E.  Turner,  64,  December  31. 
Member  of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Ken  Sullivan. 
Hazel  C.  Knox,  92,  December  31.  Oldest 
member  at  the  time  of  her  death  of  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Kenneth  Sullivan. 

Goldenaires 

Arden  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ayres,  50th, 
February  24.  Members  of  the  North  Man- 
chester First  Brethren  Church. 
Raymond  and  Thelma  Douglas,  65th, 
January  25.  Mrs.  Douglas  a  member  of  the 
Flora  First  Brethren  Church. 

Weddings 

Carol  Vitley  to  Todd  McAfee,  February 
14,  at  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church;  Rev. 
Albert  O.  Curtright  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church. 
Lori  Christensen  to  Wayne  Weichers, 
January  20,  at  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church;  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer  officiating. 
Groom  a  member  of  Cheyenne  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 


Membership  Growth 

Waterloo:  1  by  baptism 

Cheyenne:  4  by  baptism 

Masontown:  2  by  baptism 

Milledgeville:  2  by  baptism 

Fairless  Hills-Levittown:  2  by  baptism 
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A  GREAT  DEBT  PAID 


And  when  you  were  dead  in  your 
transgressions  and  the  uncircumcision  of 
your  flesh,  He  made  you  alive  together 
with  Him,  having  forgiven  us  all  our 
transgressions,  having  cancelled  out  the 
certificate  of  debt  .  .  .,  having  nailed  it  to 
the  cross.  Colossians  2:13,  14* 

I  REMEMBER  reading  some  time 
ago  a  story  about  Nicholas,  Czar 
of  Russia.  It  seems  he  used  to  walk 
around  his  military  camps  in  plain 
clothes  in  order  to  view  his  men 
without  being  recognized. 

Late  one  night  he  came  upon  one 
light  still  burning  in  a  tent  that 
housed  the  paymaster,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  the  son  of  a  good  friend 
of  his.  The  young  officer  was  seated 
at  a  table  sound  asleep.  The  Czar 
was  going  to  waken  him  until  he 
saw  a  revolver  lying  on  the  table  be- 
side the  officer.  Some  money,  a  sheet 
of  paper,  and  a  pen  had  fallen  from 
the  young  man's  hand  and  lay  on 
the  floor. 

The  Czar  read  the  paper,  which 
contained  a  list  of  gambling  debts 
and  other  debts  the  young  man  had 
accumulated  over  a  period  of  time. 
The  amount  was  very  great,  and  the 
young  man  had  itemized  everything 
he  owed  and  had  seen  how  impossi- 
ble it  was  for  him  to  pay  it.  The  only 
solution  he  had  come  up  with  was 
suicide,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dis- 
grace that  awaited  him  —  for  he  had 
used  army  funds  to  cover  his  debts. 
Weary  with  sorry  and  remorse,  he 
had  written  below  the  total:  "WHO 
CAN  PAY  SO  GREAT  A  DEBT?" 

The  Czar's  first  instinct  was  to 
have  the  young  man  arrested.  But 
as  he  thought  of  his  long  friendship 
with  the  young  man's  family,  a  feel- 
ing of  compassion  came  over  him. 

*Quotations  from  Scripture  are  from  the 
New  American  Standard  Bible. 

Pastor  Bill  Yoder  serves  the  Valley 
Brethren  Church  of  Jones  Mills,  Pa.  This 
meditation  was  printed  in  the  church's 
newsletter  and  is  reprinted  here  with 
Pastor  Y oder's  permission. 
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Jesus'  coming  was 
for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  debt  that 
we  have  accumulated 
over  time  and  are 
not  able  to  repay 
on  our  own. 


He  took  the  pen  and  wrote  under  the 
young  man's  question  just  one  word: 
"NICHOLAS." 

After  the  Czar  had  left,  the  young 
officer  awoke,  planning  to  take  his 
life.  Then  he  noticed  the  name 
"Nicholas"  beneath  his  own  ques- 
tion. After  comparing  the  signature 
with  that  of  the  Czar,  he  was  filled 
with  shame  and  with  joy  as  he 
thought  of  the  fact  that  though  the 
Czar  had  found  out  his  dishonest 
acts,  yet  he  was  willing  to  pay  his 
debt.  The  next  morning  the  money 
arrived  from  Nicholas  —  enough  to 
pay  "SO  GREAT  A  DEBT." 

An  even  greater  story 

This  true  story  reminds  me  of 
another  even  greater  true  story  that 
happened  long  ago,  but  the  value  of 
which  will  remain  for  all  eternity. 
The  coming  of  Christ  into  the  world 
was  not,  as  some  are  led  to  believe, 
to  show  people  how  to  live  right  so 
that  eventually,  perhaps,  they  could 
enter  heaven  by  their  so-called 
"good  living."  Far  from  it!  His  com- 
ing was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a 
debt  that  we  have  accumulated  over 
time  and  are  not  able  to  repay  on 
our  own. 

The  Bible  says  that  "all  have  sin- 
ned and  fall  short  of  the  glory  of 
God"  (Rom.  3:23).  We  are  all  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  we  have  not 
lived  up  to  the  glory  of  God  and  that 
all  sin  is  primarily  against  Him.  As 


By  Bill  Yoder 

we  live  in  sin,  our  debts  keep  ac- 
cumulating until  we  awaken  and 
realize  that  there  is  Someone  who  is 
not  only  willing,  but  who  has  al- 
ready paid  our  debt  of  sin.  That  Per- 
son is  Jesus  Christ.  God  was  well 
pleased  to  send  His  only  Son  to  die 
on  the  cross  in  order  to  pay  "SO 
GREAT  A  DEBT,"  which  mankind 
had  amassed. 

Just  as  the  Czar  had  enough  com- 
passion for  the  young  officer  to  pay 
his  debt,  even  so  did  God,  as  he  ".  .  . 
so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whoever  be- 
lieves in  Him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  eternal  life"  (John  3:16). 

God  declares  you  not  guilty 

Do  you  understand  what  that 
means?  A  holy,  righteous  God, 
through  the  death  of  His  Son,  can 
now  see  sinful  people  as  if  they  had 
never  sinned.  When  you  trust  in 
Jesus'  death  as  full  payment  for 
your  sins,  your  "debt,"  then  God  de- 
clares you  not  guilty  of  all  your  sins. 

I  like  the  way  Paul  states  it  in 
Colossians  2:13, 14.  When  we  were 
dead  (spiritually)  in  our  sins,  Christ 
came  and  died  for  us  all.  When  we 
believe  and  trust  in  Christ,  Paul 
says  that  He  cancels  out  our  certifi- 
cate of  debt  by  nailing  it  to  the  cross. 
It's  like  when  you  pay  a  bill  and 
someone  stamps  across  the  invoice, 
"CANCELLED:  PAID  IN  FULL." 
Jesus  does  the  same  for  the  certifi- 
cate of  debt  we  can't  pay.  When  you 
finally  come  to  the  point  in  your  life 
when  you  realize  you  can't  do  any- 
thing to  pay  off  this  debt  and  you 
surrender  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus, 
He  takes  your  debt  and  stamps 
across  it,  "CANCELLED:  PAID  IN 
FULL  BY  MY  BLOOD!" 

If  you  haven't  yet  done  this,  won't 
you  ask  Jesus  into  your  heart  and 
quit  trying  to  pay  your  own  debt. 
Friends,  it's  TOO  GREAT  A  DEBT 
for  any  man  or  woman  to  pay.  But 
that's  okay,  for  Jesus  has  already 
paid  "SO  GREAT  A  DEBT!"         [t] 
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ANOTHER  DECADE  OF 

BRETHREN 
WORLD  MISSIONS 


Brethren  Church  Missions  are  getting 

ON  TARGET  .  .  .  The  next  decade  and  beyond 

in  obedience  to  The  Great  Commission. 


God's  Character 

+ 
Christ's  Commands 

+ 
Condition  of  the  Lost 

Reason  For  Missions! 


MISSIONARY  BOARD 

OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

524  COLLEGE  AVE. 
ASHLAND,  OHIO  44805 
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Picket  Lines  at  Easter 


I  DON'T  KNOW  what  it 
is  about  me,  but  some- 
times I  tend  to  draw  the 
"nuts"  out  of  the  woodwork. 
This    time    the    "nuts" 
heretics. 

If  I  were  a  betting  man,  I'd  wager 
that  our  heretical  friends  will  picket 
our  church  this  coming  Easter  Sun- 
day morning.  They  did  last  year, 
and  I  don't  expect  any  different 
treatment  this  year.  Now  that  I 
think  about  it,  it's  kind  of  an  honor. 
After  all,  how  many  Brethren  will 
have  to  cross  a  picket  line  to  get  to  a 
worship  service  on  Easter? 

Please  don't  misunderstand  me:  I 
hope  they  don't  come.  I'm  fed  up 
with  this  whole  affair.  But  because 
of  recent  events,  I  suspect  that  the 
headmaster  of  this  outfit  is  laying 
for  me.  And  he  always  masses  his 
troops  on  Easter,  since  more  people 
come  to  worship  services  on  Easter 
than  on  any  other  Sunday  of  the 
year.  These  picketers  are  not  dumb; 
they  only  picket  in  good  weather 
and  on  special  days,  like  Easter. 

A  modern-day  heretic 

This  man  is  a  modern-day  heretic, 
and  I  don't  apologize  for  calling  him 
that.  I've  not  called  him  a  heretic  to 
his  face,  but  I  have  labored  to  point 
out  to  him  his  heresy.  His  is  the  an- 
cient Doctrine  of  Perfectionism,  or 
Eradicationism. 

According  to  this  doctrine,  a  state 
of  freedom  from  sin  is  attainable  in 
earthly  life.  Some  perfectionists 
limit  this  perfection  to  freedom  from 
willful  sin.  Others  limit  it  to  free- 


dom from  known  sin.  But  some  be- 
lieve, as  does  my  "friend,"  that  the 
sin  nature  itself  is  eradicated. 

No  scriptural  support 

A  careful  examination  of  the 
Scriptures  will  not  support  this  doc- 
trine. The  Bible  does  not  teach  that 
our  sin  nature  is  eradicated,  nor 
does  it  set  forth  a  doctrine  of  sinless 
perfection,  as  held  by  these  advo- 
cates. 

The  strange  thing  is,  this  man  and 
his  band  of  followers  picket  the 
church  —  not  taverns,  bars,  or  adult 
bookstores,  etc.  His  logic  is  that  we 
are  doing  more  harm  than  good.  In 
fact,  he  claims  that  we're  working 
for  the  devil  —  a  bunch  of  hypoc- 
rites. And  he  calls  me  a  snake  doctor 
for  misleading  the  people. 

In  his  mind,  pastors  are  the  worst 
of  the  worst  —  members  of  the 
"nasty  boys"  gang!  He  also  claims 
that  I  have  a  Sunday  school  teacher 
who  is  a  murdering  liar,  because  the 
teacher  got  into  a  shouting  match 
with  one  of  the  picketers  (which  is 
what  they  love). 


About  a  year  ago  they  picketed  a 
church  in  Indianapolis,  and  the 
Christians  came  out  and  beat  them 
up.  My  picketing  "friend"  claims  the 
victory  in  that  encounter  —  the 
more  you  kick  him  the  more  he  loves 
it!  You  see,  in  his  mind,  he's  suffer- 
ing for  Jesus.  And  we  (the  church) 
are  the  enemy.  The  only  true  church 
is  his  church. 

"We'll  have  to  cross  their 
picket  line,  and  tracts 
will  be  found  on  our  car 
windshields  blasting  us  as 
liars,  murderers,  hypo- 
crites, etc." 

There's  only  one  thing  I  ap- 
preciate about  this  man  —  well, 
maybe  two  things:  (1)  His  pastoral- 
like concern  for  the  church;  and  (2) 
his  zeal  (such  as  it  is).  He  attacks 
our  church  because  he  believes  that 
we  are  just  a  bunch  of  hypocrites  — 
claiming  salvation  but  showing  no 
power  to  overcome  the  sin  that  is 
evident  in  our  lives. 

Every  pastor  can  relate  to  this,  as 
he/she  looks  out  over  the  congrega- 
tion on  Sunday  morning  and  sees  a 
host  of  members  who  lack  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  lives. 
Where  is  the  God  of  Elijah?  Our 
people  come  to  the  Lord  with  their 
vices,  and  some  continue  in  those 
same  vices  after  coming  to  Him. 
Why  is  this?  I  take  that  as  a  pas- 
toral concern,  and  I  can  even  relate 
to  this  heretic  on  the  subject.  Sec- 
ondly, if  I  had  five  people  with  the 
zeal  of  this  man,  I  could  change  a 
community. 

I've  always  heard  that  if  you  win  a 
heretic  to  the  Lord,  you've  done  a 
great  thing.  Even  though  a  heretic 
can  do  irreparable  harm  to  the  body 
of  Christ,  he  can  do  so  much  good 
once  he's  won.  Paul  is  a  classic  ex- 
ample. 

A  small  price  to  pay 

So  I  did  attempt  to  extend  grace 
and  love  to  this  man  —  and  got 
blasted  as  a  result!  Now  I  suppose 
they'll  be  here  for  Easter.  We'll  have 
to  cross  their  picket  line,  and  tracts 
will  be  found  on  our  car  windshields 
blasting  us  as  liars,  murderers, 
hypocrites,  etc.  But  that's  a  small 
price  to  pay  when  one  considers 
Christ  carrying  the  cross  to  Gol- 
gotha, [t] 
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In  the  News: 

This  Evangelist  contains  more  than  the  usual  number  of  news  articles 
in  the  "Update"  section.  Since  surveys  have  shown  that  news  about  Brethren 
churches  and  individuals  is  the  most  popular  part  of  the  magazine,  the 
abundance  of  news  material  in  this  issue  makes  the  editor  happy. 

Nevertheless,  while  some  churches  do  well  at  reporting  news,  some  con- 
gregations seldom  or  never  send  in  reports.  If  this  is  the  case  with  your 
church,  perhaps  you  can  take  the  situation  in  hand  and  become  a  reporter  for 
the  Evangelist. 

Your  pastor  would  probably  be  pleased  if  you  would  volunteer.  You  don't 
need  to  be  a  writer  —  just  willing  to  report  the  information.  The  editor  will 
write  up  the  story.  Report  forms  are  available,  as  well  as  a  page  of  sugges- 
tions on  what  and  how  to  report.  Just  send  a  request  to  Dick  Winfield,  Breth- 
ren Church  National  Office,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

How  Does  a  "Good  Neighbor"  Act?  (1)  pity;  (2)  bandaged;  (3)  donkey; 
(4)  inn;  (5)  care;  (6)  Samaritan. 


My  Soul  to  Keep; 

My  Soul  to  Take 

According  to  Charles  Munson,  these  well-known  phrases  from 
a  children's  prayer  express  the  essence  of  our  Easter  hope. 


"Now  I 
lay  me 
down  to 
sleep, 


I  pray  the  Lord 
my  soul  to  keep. 
If  I  should  die  be- 
fore I  wake,  I 
pray  the  Lord  my 
soul  to  take." 
This  is  a  child's  prayer  that  most 
of  us  have  prayed  or  taught  our  chil- 
dren to  pray.  It  carries  a  message  of 
hope  and  desire,  which  all  of  us  em- 
brace. A  child  does  not  catch  its  im- 
plications, but  a  man  of  70  does.  My 
hope  is  to  go  on,  to  have  a  future.  I 
want  to  keep  on  living. 

To  have  only  this  life,  with  so 
many  unfulfilled  hopes  and  dreams, 
is  hardly  enough.  Plus,  the  God  I  be- 
lieve in  here  is  the  God  I  want  to 
meet  and  to  learn  to  know  better. 
And  there  are  those  I  have  loved 
who  have  gone  on  before.  So  when 
the  prayer  states,  "my  soul  to  take," 
it  anticipates  a  future  and  a  Care- 
taker. 

Modern  teachings  on  death  advo- 
cate that  the  event  is  just  a  part  of 
life  and  has  to  be  accepted  as  such. 
It's  just  a  natural  process;  don't  fret. 
But  that's  not  good  enough.  The 
Bible  calls  death  "the  last  enemy," 
not  assuming  for  a  moment  that  one 
can  just  accept  it  in  an  easy  manner. 
Anxiety  about  the  end  of  life  is  real 
and  valid;  we  all  want  to  keep  on 
living.  Probably  the  most  difficult 
part  of  death  is  our  fear  of  loss  of 
identity  and  a  disorientation  about 
the  future. 

So  when  I  ask  the  Lord  to  "keep 
my  soul,"  I  am  anticipating  a  future. 
The  clarity  of  that  future,  however, 
comes  at  the  point  at  which  the 
Easter  truth  adds  the  dimension  of 

Dr.  Munson,  is  professor  emeritus  and 
a  former  dean  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 


resurrection.  For  it  is  at  this  point 
that  one  encounters  a  PERSON, 
JESUS  CHRIST,  who  promises  con- 
tinued identity  and  a  tomorrow  with 
clarity  and  understanding.  This  is 
because  the  Jesus  who  came  alive 
after  having  died  is  the  same  person 
who  lay  in  the  manger;  who,  at  the 
age  of  12,  talked  to  the  elite  in  the 
Temple;  who,  as  an  adult,  was  bap- 
tized. This  same  person,  Jesus, 
taught  the  multitudes.  It  was  He 
who  was  killed,  buried,  and  who 
lived  again.  He  was  the  same  person 
from  His  birth  through  his  resurrec- 
tion. He  did  not  lose  his  identity. 
And  while  He  was  human  enough  to 
want  "this  cup  to  pass,"  He  was  not 
disoriented  about  His  future.  He 
knew  from  where  He  had  come  and 
to  where  He  was  going. 

Now  it  is  this  same  PERSON, 
JESUS,  who  tells  the  Christian, 
"You  will  live  again  and  you  will 
have  a  place."  Even  to  the  thief  on 
the  cross  Jesus  said,  "Today  you  will 
be  with  me  in  Paradise."  He  pro- 
vides a  clear  and  precise  identity 
and  orientation  with  the  future. 

Jesus,  the  revelation  Himself 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  talk  about 
all  this  assurance  unless  we  are 
clear  about  the  one  making  the 
promises.  We  must  be  clear  about 
Jesus  Christ,  the  revelation  of  God. 
He  was  not  merely  the  receiver  of  a 
revelation,  as,  for  example,  Moham- 
med claimed  to  be.  He  was  not 
merely  a  bearer  of  revelation,  but 
the  REVELATION  Himself.  Jesus  is 
God  revealing  Himself. 

Jesus'  claim  to  be  the  resurrection 
Himself  is  in  contrast  to  every  other 
religious  leader;  to  every  religious 
system  deeply  ingrained  with 
humanism,  self-realization,  and  self- 


redemption,  Christianity  included. 

The  REVELATION  —  JESUS  — 
therefore,  is  not  a  LAW,  not  a 
legalistic  approach  to  God,  but  the 
PERSON  Himself  who  says,  "I  am 
the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life." 
That  is  as  narrow  as  you  can  get, 
but  Christians  will  just  have  to  ac- 
cept and  live  with  that  truth.  He  is 
the  promise  of  my  identity  remain- 
ing true,  "the  keeper  of  my  soul," 
the  giver  of  life  everlasting.  "If  I 
live,  you  shall  also  live." 

The  resurrecton  and  the  life 

No  one  else  ever  claimed,  as  Luke 
records  that  Jesus  claimed,  that  his 
death  was  to  be  an  accomplishment. 
And  no  one  else  ever  claimed  to  be 
"the  resurrection  and  the  life."  But 
Jesus  did.  Truth  was  not  just  re- 
vealed by  His  life  —  what  He  said 
and  did.  It  was  revealed  in  Him. 
Thus  the  preservation  of  my  identity 
and  my  future  is  promised  by  the 
ONE  who  lived  and  died  and  rose 
again  as  the  same  PERSON.  His 
personhood  did  not  change,  and 
neither  will  yours  or  mine. 

Read  of  the  religious  leaders  like 
Mohammed  or  Confucius  or  Buddha 
and  you  will  find  that  they  wanted 
to  fade  away,  to  be  forgotten,  to  have 
their  words  and  directions  followed, 
but  not  themselves.  But  Jesus  tells 
us  to  "remember  my  death  until  I 
come  again."  Jesus  is  either  who  He 
claims  to  be  and  the  fulfiller  of  His 
promises,  or  else  He  is  —  as  Josh 
McDowell  says  —  "a  lunatic  or  a 
liar."  So  to  the  REVELATION  HIM- 
SELF we  look  for  our  tomorrows.  He 
is  the  "keeper  of  my  soul." 

But  consider  this:  not  only  is  the 
resurrection  future,  it  is  also  pres- 
ent. "My  soul  to  keep"  has  present- 
day  connotations.  We  must  see  that 
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The  present  reality  of  'being  raised  with  Christ*  must  precede  and 
make  valid  our  'life  everlasting. 
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Colossians  3:1-4  speaks  clearly  of  a 
resurrection  that  we  experience 
now.  "If  then  you  have  been  raised 
up  with  Christ,  keep  seeking  the 
things  above,  where  Christ  is,  seated 
at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your 
mind  on  the  things  above,  not  on  the 
things  that  are  on  earth.  For  you 
have  died  and  your  life  is  hidden 
with  Christ  in  God.  When  Christ, 
who  is  our  life,  is  revealed,  then  you 
also  will  be  revealed  with  Him  in 
glory"  (NASB). 

Already  "dead";  already  "raised" 

Clearly,  Christians  are  already 
"dead"  to  numerous  pitfalls  that 
would  direct  them  away  from  the 
path  to  God  and  have  already  been 
"raised"  in  Christ.  Forgiven,  Chris- 
tians are  no  longer  motivated  by 
earthly  tugs  and  pulls;  they  are  "not 
alive  to"  such  things.  They  are  like 
dead  people  —  not  wanting  these 
things  —  such  matters  as  anger,  un- 
cleanness,  lying,  shameful  speaking 
out  of  your  mouth. 

The  remainder  of  the  chapter  in 
Colossians  is  a  careful  picture  of  a 
present-day  resurrected  Christian. 
So  we  must  understand  that  looking 
forward  to  the  future  resurrection 
has  no  meaning  if  we  have  no  desire 
to  live  our  current  resurrection. 

The  empty  grave  took  on  meaning 
when  those  who  followed  Jesus 
realized  who  the  MAN  and  His 
WORD  actually  were.  All  His  teach- 
ing and  preaching  and  healing  and 
loving  came  into  focus.  They  be- 
lieved the  resurrection  because  they 
believed  the  MAN.  When  they  saw 
Him,  the  life  He  had  called  for  sud- 
denly became  real  and  vital  —  the 
"scales"  fell  away.  The  MAN  of  the 
resurrection  convinced  them. 

He  must  convince  us,  also.  The 
present  reality  of  "being  raised  with 
Christ"  must  precede  and  make 
valid  our  "life  everlasting."  "My  soul 
to  keep"  is  now.  "My  soul  to  take"  is 
future. 

But  even  with  all  of  this  clarity 
and  assurance,  another  world,  an- 
other life  is  extremely  difficult  to 
grasp.  Our  disorientation  with  the 
future  is  hard  to  dismiss.  We  can 


somewhat  accept  "my  soul  to  take," 
for  all  religions  include  this  aspect. 
But  the  resurrection  is  unique  to 
Christianity.  What  will  that  new  life 
be  like?  And  what  will  /  be  like? 

Do  you  see 
that  spider  in 
the  picture 
at  the  left 
waiting  for 
his  lunch? 
The  slightest 
movement  on 
that  web  will 
instantly  tell 
the  spider 
that  "lunch  is 
ready."  It 
might  be  a 
fly  or  a  bee  or  some  other  unsuspect- 
ing insect,  but  it  will  be  lunch.  The 
finely  woven  thread,  even  though 
broken  at  points,  will  hold  the  meal 
until  the  spider  arrives.  The  spider 
knows  every  inch  of  the  web.  He 
built  it.  It  is  his  world,  all  the  world 
he  knows. 

One  day  in  my  office  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  I  watched  a 
spider  spiraling  his  way  down  from 
the  ceiling  on  a  fine  silk  thread  of 
his  own  making.  Down,  down  he 
came.  I  watched  as  he  spun  his  way 
down  almost  to  my  eye  level.  It  was 
a  marvelous  feat,  almost  beyond 
comprehension  —  spider  silk  so 
strong,  the  spider  so  free!  Briefly  he 
surveyed  the  situation,  decided  he 
didn't  like  that  large  object  at  the 
desk,  and  slowly  began  to  ascend  as 
gracefully  as  he  had  descended.  I 
looked  for  him  the  next  week,  but 
the  ceiling  was  bare.  He  was  prob- 
ably still  in  the  office  somewhere, 
because  that  was  his  world. 

A  whole  new  world! 

It  occurred  to  me  that  we  live  and 
think  that  way  with  regard  to  our 
future  world.  Just  suppose  Mr. 
Spider  had  gone  under  my  office 
door  and  out  into  the  hall.  "Wow, 
look  at  this!"  would  have  been  his 
response.  A  whole  new  world  beyond 
his  imagination. 

Then  just  suppose  that  he  could 


have  gone  down  the  steps  without 
getting  smashed  and  into  the  great 
outdoors.  "Wow,  I  didn't  know  there 
was  such  a  world  for  me  to  see!"  he 
would  have  said. 

Isn't  heaven  something  like  that 
for  us?  Limited  as  we  are,  anything 
beyond  our  own  little  world  seems 
impossible.  But  Jesus  spoke  of 
"many  mansions."  We  dare  not  fear 
the  future  and  deny  the  reality  of 
Jesus'  own  words. 

Our  little  world  is  like  the 
spider's.  We  dare  not  listen  to  the 
skeptics  who  say,  "Resurrection  is 
not  possible."  That  is  simply  a 
"locked  in"  view  of  reality.  We  can't 
allow  ourselves  to  cloud  our  future 
by  such  a  narrow  view. 

"This  world  is  not  my  home" 

We  need  not  be  disoriented  about 
the  future  because  we  know  Who  is 
there  and  Who  waits  for  us  to  come 
home.  I  remember  praying  with  a 
little  girl  who  was  very  near  death 
(though  she  didn't  realized  it),  want- 
ing to  sing,  "This  world  is  not  my 
home,  I'm  just  a  passing  through." 
We  are  indeed  just  "passing 
through,"  and  this  world  —  small 
and  limited  much  like  the  spider's  — 
must  not  be  a  limitation  to  us. 

So  we  cling  to  the  Jesus  of  the  re- 
surrection —  the  clear  revelation  of 
God.  Jesus  says,  "Don't  be  afraid.  I 
am  preparing  a  place  for  you;  I  want 
you  to  be  with  me."  We  take  Him  at 
His  word,  seeing  the  big  picture. 
Our  views  of  reality  are  expanded 
and  our  disorientation  with  the  fu- 
ture disappears.  "I'll  come  for  you," 
says  Jesus.  "The  dead  in  Christ  shall 
rise,"  says  His  word. 

The  truth  of  Easter  emerges  clear 
and  strong:  it  is  Jesus  THE  REVE- 
LATION. Everything  He  taught  and 
lived  are  now  in  focus.  Because  of 
that,  it  is  not  simply  that  the  grave 
is  empty  and  therefore  we  believe, 
but  that  the  Word  has  now  finally 
been  demonstrated  to  be  true.  One 
PERSON  walked  through  the  resur- 
rection, and  so  will  we  as  His  own. 

"Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep, 
I  know  the  Lord  my  soul 
will  keep."  [t] 
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Living  the  Resurrection 


OUR  TIME  is  traumatized  by 
tragedy;  people  are  looking  for 
a  word  of  triumph.  Our  day  is  dark- 
ened by  despair;  people  are  search- 
ing for  a  word  of  deliverance.  Ours 
is  an  hour  haunted  by  helplessness; 
people  are  seeking  for  a  word  of 
hope.  We,  as  Christians,  have  that 
word:  Resurrection! 

Understanding  the  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection  is  important.  But  living 
and  proclaiming  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ  are  vital!  The  resurrec- 
tion was  central  in  the  lives  of  the 
apostles.  "With  great  power  the 
apostles  continued  to  testify  to  the 
resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
much  grace  was  with  them  all"  (Acts 
4:33,  NIV).  The  power  of  the  resurrec- 
tion must  likewise  invade  our  daily 
lives. 

The  resurrection  must  affect  how 
we  think  of  Jesus.  He  is  more  than  a 
great  teacher  and  example.  There  is 
more  to  Jesus  than  His  earthly  life. 
Yet,  He  cannot  be  divorced  from  His 
earthly  existence.  The  resurrection 
completes  Jesus'  historical  existence 
and  declares  it  eternally  valid. 

The  resurrection  provides  a  con- 
tinuity between  the  earthly  Jesus 
and  the  glorified  Christ.  The  two  are 
the  same.  The  risen  Lord  continues 
to  act  for  humanity  as  He  did  while 
earthbound.  For  us  to  know  the 
risen  Christ  in  His  fullness,  we 
must,  through  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, become  acquainted  with  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus. 

The  resurrection  is  a  confirmation 
of  life.  Through  the  death  and  resur- 

Rev.  DeYoung  is  senior  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  of  God  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  and  a  part-time  instructor  at 
Bethel  College  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Copyright  ©  1987  by  Curtiss  Paul 
DeYoung. 


By  Curtiss  Paul  DeYoung 

rection  of  Jesus,  we  have  been 
granted  the  opportunity  to  choose 
life  eternal.  Because  of  His  resurrec- 
tion, we  need  not  fear  death.  Death 
is  not  the  end.  The  resurrection  de- 
mands that  Christians  be  against  all 
forms  of  unnecessary  death:  nuclear 
war,  poverty,  abortion,  violence.  As 
Gustavo  Gutierrez  writes,  "Belief 
in  the  Resurrection  is  incompatible 
with  the  acceptance  of  a  society  that 
condemns  the  poor  to  death."1  The 
resurrection,  in  its  essence,  is  life- 
giving. 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  a  victory  over  evil.  It  gives  hope 
to  those  who  battle  daily  against 
evil  influences  in  the  world.  It  au- 
thenticates everything  that  is  good. 
G.  Earl  Guinn  preached  that  the 
resurrection  proves  "the  indestructi- 
bility of  goodness  and  the  ultimate 
doom  of  wickedness."2 

A  message  of  freedom 

The  resurrection  speaks  of  free- 
dom. It  declares  that  Jesus  is  the 
world's  salvation  and  that  those  who 
believe  are  freed  from  the  power  of 
sin  and  death.  The  resurrection  lib- 
erates people  from  that  which  impris- 
ons them  and  gives  them  the  power 
to  fight  oppression.  The  resurrection 
can  free  Christians  from  selfishness, 
self-will,  and  the  fear  of  death.  That 
means  if  we  choose  to  live  the  resur- 
rection, we  can  risk  our  lives  for  the 
creation  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  be- 
cause we  are  free. 

The  resurrection  gives  us  a  life  of 
hope.  Christians  should  not  allow  a 
negative  attitude  or  a  spirit  of  de- 
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featism  to  overtake  them.  When  de- 
pression seems  to  take  control,  be- 
lievers must  allow  the  spirit  of  the 
Resurrected  One  to  empower  them 
and  lead  to  "a  living  hope"  (I  Pet. 
1:3).  Negative  attitudes  and  de- 
featism were  characteristics  of  the 
disciples  before  Easter,  not  after. 

The  Christian  will  also  need  to  be 
filled  with  this  resurrection  hope 
when  dealing  with  people  who  are 
suffering  and  dying.  Hope  gives  the 
Christian  courage  to  face  the  un- 
known. 

God  loves  us 

Finally,  the  resurrection  shows  us 
that  God  loves  us.  The  resurrection 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  disciples  to 
who  Jesus  was.  He  was  Emmanuel, 
God  with  us. 

The  resurrection  must  transform 
us  into  ambassadors  of  love.  God's 
unconditional  love  as  exemplified  in 
Jesus  must  become  our  model.  We 
must  learn  to  love  ourselves  first. 
God  loved  us  so  much  that  He  sent 
Jesus  to  die  and  be  raised.  If  God 
loves  us  that  much,  we  should  love 
ourselves. 

We  must  also  love  others.  We 
must  reach  out  a  helping  hand  of 
love  to  those  who  are  hurting.  We 
must  love  and  try  to  reconcile  those 
who  hate  us,  our  enemies.  The  res- 
urrection of  Jesus  has  not  fully 
transformed  our  lives  until  we  can 
love  and  be  loved. 

Let  us  proclaim  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  a  word  that  the 
world  desperately  wants  to  hear.  Let 
us  live  in  the  spirit  of  our  resur- 
rected Lord.  We  must  say  as  the 
Apostle  Paul  did,  "I  want  to  know 
Christ  and  the  power  of  his  resurrec- 
tion .  .  ."  (Phil.  3:10,  niv).  It  is  not 
enough  to  believe  the  resurrection 
—  we  must  live  it!  [tl 
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Investing  Wisely 
For  the  Glory  of  God 

All  that  we  have,  says  Kenneth  Sullivan,  is  the  Lord's, 
and  is  to  be  used  wisely  for  His  glory. 


SEVERAL  YEARS  AGO  a 
speaker  at  a  mission  conference 
quoted  statistics  which  showed  that 
more  money  is  spent  on  both  chew- 
ing gum  and  dog  food  in  the  United 
States  than  is  given  to  foreign  mis- 
sions. The  IRS  reports  that  Ameri- 
cans on  the  average  give  less  than 
1.7%  of  their  adjusted  gross  income 
for  charitable  purposes. 

J.  Robertson  McQuilkin,  president 
of  Columbia  Bible  College,  has 
stated  that  if  the  members  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  denomination 
alone  would  give  an  average  of  $100 
per  year  to  foreign  missions,  over 
$1.4  billion  per  year  would  be  re- 
ceived. If  they  did,  the  fulfillment  of 
the  Great  Commission  could  proba- 
bly be  financed  rather  easily  in  this 
generation  by  just  one  denomina- 
tion. On  the  whole,  in  regards  to  our 
Lord's  work,  most  of  us  waste  much 
of  the  resources  given  to  us  by  God. 

A  dishonest  steward 

Jesus  once  told  a  story  of  a  stew- 
ard who  was  found  to  have  wasted 
his  master's  goods  (Luke  16:1-9). 
Surprised  and  indignant,  the  master 
called  his  steward  to  account  for  his 
conduct.  No  longer  could  the  man  be 
his  steward.  The  steward,  realizing 
that  he  was  unfit  for  other  labor, 
embarked  upon  a  scheme  to  provide 
financially  for  himself  at  his  mas- 
ter's expense.  In  collusion  with  his 
master's  debtors,  he  falsified  their 
bills  and  reduced  the  amount  they 
owed.  His  hope  was  that  these  part- 
ners in  crime  would  provide  for  him 
following  the  loss  of  his  position. 
Jesus  tells  us,  "The  master  com- 
pel*. Sullivan  is  pastor  of  the  Mil- 
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mended  the  dishonest  [steward]  be- 
cause he  had  acted  shrewdly"  (Luke 
16:8*).  Jesus  approved  neither  the 
conduct  of  the  steward  nor  that  of 
his  master.  They  were  both  ungodly 
men.  But  there  is  a  lesson  to  be 
learned. 

The  action  of  the  steward  and  that 
of  his  master  were  influenced  by 
reasoning  which  was  restricted  by 
their  lusts  and  limited  by  the  span 
of  their  existence.  They  saw  nothing 
prior  to  their  lives,  and  they  saw 
nothing  beyond  its  end.  They 
thought  of  only  the  present,  express- 
ing selfishness  and  greed. 

Dishonesty  and  foresight 

Two  aspects  of  the  steward's  ac- 
tions merit  consideration:  his  dis- 
honesty, which  deserved  rebuke;  and 
his  foresight,  which,  won  the  praise 
of  his  master  and  which  is  the  point 
of  the  story. 

We  can  separate  an  evil  man's 
conduct  from  his  ambition.  We  may 
praise  the  one  and  condemn  the 
other.  Our  Lord  does  this,  separat- 
ing the  steward's  dishonesty  from 
his  shrewdness.  It  is  the  steward's 
foresight  which  our  Lord  commends 
as  a  model  for  Christians  —  a 
foresight  that  should  focus  on  things 
of  far  higher  and  more  lasting  im- 
portance. "For  the  people  of  this 
world  are  more  shrewd  in  dealing 
with  their  own  kind  than  are  the 
people  of  the  light." 

The  action  of  the  steward  provides 
an  exhortation  and  rebuke  to  those 
Christians  who  vacillate  in  their 
faithfulness  to  God.  There  are  mar- 
tyrs of  the  devil  who  put  to  shame 
the  saints  of  God,  running  with 
more  quickness  to  death  than  saints 
do  to  life. 

People  of  light,  "Christians,"  are 

*Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from  the 
New  International  Version. 


those  who  are  not  limited  in  their 
outlook  by  the  present  age  or  its 
limitations.  They  are  the  ones  who 
are  able  to  see  beyond  the  borders  of 
this  world.  Yet  Jesus  said  (and  this 
is  the  arresting  thing,  the  acid 
thing)  that  in  their  own  generation, 
the  people  of  this  world  are  wiser 
than  the  people  of  light. 

The  children  of  this  world  are 
wiser  in  their  use  of  worldly  things 
than  the  children  of  light  are  in 
their  use  of  those  same  things. 
Earthly  men  are  more  practical  than 
spiritual  men  in  earthly  matters. 
These  are  their  things,  their  world; 
they  are  more  at  home  in  them;  they 
give  more  thought  and  labor  to 
them.  They  make  their  business 
with  one  another  more  profitable, 
obtain  more  from  it,  manage  it  bet- 
ter for  their  interests,  than  do  the 
children  of  light. 

Vigilance  in  heavenly  things 

This  urges  upon  Christians  not 
vigilance  in  the  same  earthly  things, 
but  vigilance  in  heavenly  things. 
The  children  of  light  give  not  half 
the  effort  to  win  heaven  that  the 
children  of  this  world  give  to  win 
earth.  The  world  is  better  served  by 
its  servants  than  God  is  served  by 
his  children. 

We  are  people  of  light,  God's  stew- 
ards. Stewardship  of  what  God  has 
given  us  requires  an  understanding 
of  our  role  in  His  economy.  A  young 
boy  put  it  well  in  response  to  a  ques- 
tion on  the  meaning  of  stewardship: 
"It  means  that  life  is  a  ship  loaded 
with  a  cargo  of  many  things  on  its 
way  to  many  people  and  many 
places.  God  is  the  Owner,  but  I  am 
the  captain  of  the  ship,  and  He  holds 
me  responsible  for  the  distribution." 

We  often  make  the  mistake  of 
limiting  stewardship  to  our  finances. 
But  all  that  we  have  is  the  Lord's, 


entrusted  to  us  as  a  stewardship.  We 
are  expected  to  invest  it  wisely  for 
our  Lord's  gain  and  our  spiritual 
benefit. 

Think  of  the  cargo  God  has  pro- 
vided. You  have  the  length  of  your 
life,  your  health,  the  24  hours  of 
each  day,  your  family,  the  people 
you  know,  your  personal  skills  and 
talents  and  abilities,  your  work, 
your  church,  the  property  you  own, 
the  things  you  possess,  the  accumu- 
lated knowledge  and  information 
and  experience  of  a  lifetime,  your 
financial  wealth,  and  your  relation- 
ship with  God.  These  are  but  a  few 
of  the  things  that  could  be  men- 
tioned. We  forget  that  these  are  the 
Lord's  goods  entrusted  to  us  for  their 
proper  use  and  distribution. 

Great  opportunities  missed 

Jesus  said,  "I  tell  you,  use  worldly 
wealth  to  gain  friends  for  your- 
selves, so  that  when  it  is  gone,  you 
will  be  welcomed  into  eternal  dwell- 
ings" (Luke  16:9).  Jesus  implied  that 
great  opportunities  are  being  missed 
by  the  children  of  light,  by  Chris- 
tians to  whom  a  share  of  the  earthly 
mammon  has  been  entrusted  —  op- 
portunities to  lay  up  treasure  in 
heaven  and  to  make  friends  for  the 
time  to  come  by  investing  worldly 
wealth  in  things  that  matter. 

What  is  "worldly  wealth"  (or  "un- 
righteous mammon,"  as  it  is  called 
in  the  King  James  Version)?  The 
Greek  word,  adikos,  means  "not  con- 
forming   to,    unrighteous,    worldly, 


false."  Worldly  wealth  has  a  false- 
ness to  it,  appearing  to  offer  some- 
thing it  cannot  give.  At  its  very  best, 
it  is  temporary.  Set  over  against  the 
eternal  things  of  God's  Kingdom 
("true  riches,"  verse  11),  worldly 
wealth  is  pale  and  unrighteous  in 
comparison.  It  has  no  intrinsic 
worth. 

At  the  same  time,  our  Lord  points 
out  that  people  can  prove  their  fidel- 
ity —  they  can  show  what  is  in  them 
and  whether  they  can  be  entrusted 
with  a  stewardship  of  the  durable 
riches  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  —  by 
what  they  do  with  "unrighteous 
mammon."  Jesus  said,  "So  if  you 
have  not  been  trustworthy  in  han- 
dling worldly  wealth,  who  will  trust 
you  with  true  riches?  And  if  you 
have  not  been  trustworthy  with 
someone  else's  property,  who  will 
give  you  property  of  your  own?" 
(Luke  16:11,  12).  Do  you  see  how 
Jesus  links  now  with  forever,  the 
present  with  the  eternal?  Do  you  see 
how  He  clarifies  who  owns  the  prop- 
erty we  possess? 

The  principle  of  fidelity  —  our  use 
of  worldly  wealth  —  demonstrates 
our  trustworthiness  concerning  mat- 
ters of  the  kingdom.  Do  we  gain 
friends  who  will  welcome  us  into 
eternal  dwellings? 

Who  are  these  who  will  welcome 
us  into  eternal  dwellings?  In  I  Thes- 
salonians  2:19-20,  Paul  writes,  "For 
what  is  our  hope,  our  joy,  or  the 
crown  in  which  we  will  glory  in  the 
presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  when  he 


comes?  Is  it  not  you?  Indeed,  you  are 
our  glory  and  joy." 

Paul  was  saying  that  the  most  im- 
portant thing  in  his  entire  ministry 
were  those  individuals  who  had 
come  to  know  Christ  and  were  nur- 
tured in  the  faith  by  their  contact 
with  him.  Paul  invested  the  full 
measure  of  God's  wealth  in  things 
eternal.  He  focused  the  entire  arse- 
nal of  his  God-given  gifts  in  reach- 
ing all  he  could  with  the  gospel. 
These  were  the  people  who  would 
welcome  him  into  eternal  dwellings 
when  the  things  of  this  life  failed 
him  (Luke  16:9). 

Let  God  be  glorified 

Worldly  wealth  should  be  used  for 
that  which  is  close  to  God's  heart, 
for  that  which  brings  Him  the  great- 
est glory.  Most  of  what  we  give  to 
the  Lord  —  whether  money,  time,  or 
talent  —  should  have  some  relation- 
ship to  fulfilling  our  Lord's  Great 
Commission.  It  is  by  obeying  this 
command  that  we  reap  an  eternal 
inheritance  both  with  God  and  with 
others.  It  is  this  stewardship,  above 
all  others,  against  which  every  other 
ministry  of  the  church  must  be  bal- 
anced, in  order  that  God  may  be 
glorified. 

Paul,  in  speaking  about  his  own 
conversion,  wrote,  "They  only  heard 
the  report:  'The  man  who  formerly 
persecuted  us  is  now  preaching  the 
faith  he  once  tried  to  destroy.'  And 
they  praised  God  because  of  me" 
(Gal.  1:23,  24;  emphasis  added),    [t] 


CALM  II:  Helping  Church  Boards 
Be  All  They  Can  Be  For  Christ 


""PRODUCTIVE!"  "Effective!" 

-L  "Quality  time!"  Those  are 
words  three  pastors  used  to  describe 
recent  experiences  of  CALM  II  by 
their  local  church  boards.  These 
favorable  responses  underscore  the 
purpose  of  the  CALM  program,  de- 

Dr.  Drushal  is  associate  dean  for  con- 
tinuing education  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  and  in  this  position  coordi- 
nates CALM  scheduling.  She  wrote  this 
Evangelist  article  about  the  CALM  pro- 
gram at  the  request  of  the  Leadership  De- 
velopment Commission  of  The  Brethren 
Church. 


signed  and  implemented  by  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  CALM  project  (Church  Ad- 
ministration for  Leadership  and 
Management)  was  developed  to  as- 
sist pastors  and  other  church  leaders 
accomplish  the  work  of  the  church 
more  effectively.  In  CALM  I,  Breth- 
ren pastors  worked  through  a  series 
of  inventories  to  help  them  under- 
stand themselves  and  their  reactions 
to  events  and  situations.  CALM  II 
can  be  experienced  by  a  board  in  any 
congregation  whose  pastor  partici- 
pated in  CALM  I. 


By  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 

CALM  II  is  designed  to  assist  the 
board  in  team-building  by  assessing 
the  "organizational  culture"  of  the 
church.  The  strength  of  twelve 
norms  or  expectations  is  determined 
by  each  board  member  through 
using  a  standard  group  inventory. 
The  individual  scores  are  used  to 
prepare  a  composite  of  how  that  par- 
ticular church  values  common  char- 
acteristics of  organizations. 

Once  the  composite  picture  is 
drawn,  the  CALM  team  interprets 
the  information  and  begins  the  proc- 
ess of  helping  the  board  build  upon 
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Thoughts  About  Communion 

Paul  Tinkel  gives  us  some  things  to  consider  as  we 
prepare  for  Communion  service  in  April. 


But  let  a  man  examine  himself,  and  so 
let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of 
that  cup.  I  Corinthians  11:20,  kjv 

SOMEONE  once  told  me  that  he 
wouldn't  take  Communion  be- 
cause he  felt  that  his  heart  was  not 
right  about  something  in  the  church. 
That  statement  has  burned  within 
me  ever  since. 

The  confession  that  one  isn't 
"right"  and  therefore  unworthy  to 
take  Communion  is  noble  —  as  far 
as  it  goes.  But  such  a  confession 
troubles  me  because  it  has  the  same 
ring  to  it  as  does  the  statement  I've 
heard  from  people  who  have  de- 
clared that  they  weren't  going  to 
"join  the  church"  until  their  lives 
are  "straightened  out." 

The  real  issue  is,  Why  are  things 
so  out  of  focus?  And  just  when  can 
we  expect  them  to  be  made  right?  It 

Rev.  Tinkel  is  pastor  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Milford,  Ind.  These 
thoughts  appeared  in  the  church  newslet- 
ter -and  are  reprinted  here  with  Pastor 
Tinkel's  permission. 


seems  to  me  that  one  is  committing 
a  sin  on  top  of  a  sin  when  one  fails  to 
take  Communion  because  one's  life 
is  out  of  focus  spiritually.  It  is  true 
that  in  I  Corinthians  11  St.  Paul 
warns  against  eating  and  drinking 
(taking  Communion)  "unworthily." 
But  when  we  look  carefully  at  this 
entire  text,  we  see  that  he  is  com- 
manding us  to  examine  ourselves, 
make  things  right,  then  go  ahead 
and  eat  the  Communion  bread  and 
drink  the  Communion  cup! 

What  grace  the  Lord  bestows! 
Every  Communion  service  is  like 
being  baptized  again.  I've  often  won- 
dered if  those  who  speak  so  en- 
thusiastically about  a  "second  bap- 
tism" (of  the  Spirit)  have  ever  taken 
time  to  consider  the  third,  fourth, 
and  all  of  those  opportunities  for  ad- 
ditional baptism  available  at  Com- 
munion. Each  of  these  experiences  is 
so  important! 

Those  who  fail  to  participate  in 
Communion  are  somehow  not  taking 
time  to  think  through  the  gravity  of 
their  actions  (or  should  I  say,  their 


inactions?)  in  failing  to  examine 
themselves  so  that  they  might  par- 
ticipate. Likewise,  those  who  take 
Communion  "unworthily"  are  not 
taking  time  to  think  through  the 
gravity  of  their  actions  by  their  fail- 
ure to  examine  themselves. 

The  Lord  did  not  institute  a  mean- 
ingless ordinance  when  He  gave  us 
the  Lord's  Supper.  He  knew  us 
pretty  well.  He  knew  that  we  would 
need  to  examine  ourselves  before  we 
eat  the  bread  and  drink  the  cup. 

I  hesitate  to  mention  the  dozens  of 
other  reasons  people  give  for  miss- 
ing Communion  (in  addition  to  the 
one  mentioned  above)  —  such  things 
as  neglect,  other  plans,  shallowness 
of  spiritual  life,  or  perhaps  lack  of 
personal  instruction  in  God's  word. 

My  friends,  let  each  of  us  do  some 
personal  examining  of  our  own  lives. 
Let  us  each  do  what  God's  word  has 
commanded  us  to  do,  so  that  we  may 
come  to  Holy  Communion  certain 
within  ourselves  that  we  have  come 
before  our  Lord  in  all  honesty  and 
humility.  [t] 


its  strengths  so  that  it  becomes  more 
confident  and  more  capable  of  work- 
ing on  perceived  weaknesses. 

Jesus  and  His  team 

Jesus  had  the  luxury  of  hand- 
selecting  His  team.  He  called  them 
by  name  and  gave  them  the  simple 
instruction,  "Follow  Me."  He  trained 
them  and  then  sent  them  out  in 
pairs  to  preach,  teach,  and  heal. 
Jesus  knew,  because  they  were  sin- 
ful men,  that  they  would  argue  over 
who  was  the  greatest  in  the  king- 
dom. The  disciples  weren't  con- 
cerned about  becoming  an  effective 
team  of  co-workers;  they  just  wanted 
what  they  wanted. 

But  Jesus  worked  with  this  first 
church  board  for  three  years.  When 
they  returned  from  assignments, 
Jesus    would    frequently    question 
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them  about  what  they  had  accom- 
plished. The  disciples  listened  to  one 
another;  they  challenged  each  other; 
and  they  didn't  always  agree.  Yet 
they  continued  to  work  together  to 
accomplish  the  tasks  Jesus  gave 
them.  The  fact  that  the  church 
exists  today  is  evidence  that  they  be- 
came an  excellent  team.  But  that 
didn't  happen  without  diligent  train- 
ing and  effort. 

That's  what  CALM  II  is  all  about, 
helping  church  boards  be  all  they 
can  be  for  Christ.  In  any  relation- 
ship of  value,  we  need  to  learn  to  lis- 
ten for  understanding,  to  appreciate 
one  another,  to  encourage  one 
another  to  love  and  good  deeds,  to 
consider  many  alternatives  before 
deciding,  to  disagree  agreeably,  and 
to  work  harmoniously  together. 

Church  boards  aren't  perfect.  How 


could  we  expect  them  to  be?  The  var- 
ious positions  on  the  board  are  oc- 
cupied by  people  who  have  sinned 
and,  yes,  who  will  sin  again.  Chris- 
tians who  serve  on  boards,  however, 
are  saved  by  grace  and  must  pursue 
the  mind  of  Christ  together  for  the 
good  of  the  local  church  and  the  sur- 
rounding community. 

CALM  II  offers  assistance  in  team 
building.  Productive,  effective,  qual- 
ity-producing boards  do  not  just  hap- 
pen —  they  work  at  it.  Because  we 
serve  an  excellent  Lord,  He  deserves 
our  excellent  service.  CALM  II 
wants  to  help  good  boards  become 
more  effective.  [tl 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
about  how  your  church  board  can  ex- 
perience CALM  II,  call  Dr.  Mary  Ellen 
Drushal  at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, 419-289-5170. 


World  Relief: 

At  Home  and  Abroad  in  1989 


Some  disasters 

we  saw  firsthand  .  .  • 

No  one  will  ever  forget  the  dust 
rising  from  the  collapsed  Nimitz 
Expressway  after  the  San  Fran- 
cisco earthquake.  Or  Charleston 
residents  returning  home  only  to 
find  the  foundations  of  their  houses 
stripped  bare  by  Hurricane  Hugo. 
These  two  major  disasters  in  1989 
happened  only  a  month  apart  and 
occurred  in  our  part  of  the  global 
community. 

Of  the  more  than  10  million 
people  who  were  victims  of  natural 
disasters  like  these  last  year, 
The  Brethren  Church  ministered 
through  World  Relief  to  those  af- 
fected by  the  quake  in  California 
and  Hurricane  Hugo  in  South 
Carolina.  Small  loans  were  given 
to  families  in  California  who  did 
not  have  the  resources  to  rebuild  or 
repair  damaged  houses.  In  the 
Charleston  area,  World  Relief 
helped  stock  emergency  centers 
with  food,  water,  and  supplies  for 
infants. 

•  •  .  Others  were 

out  of  view 

"Hunger  takes  as  many  lives  as 
would  a  Hiroshima-sized  atomic 
bomb  dropped  somewhere  in  the 
Third  World  every  two  or  three 
days"  (Oxfam  America). 

Imagine  a  news  bulletin  on  tele- 
vision tonight  that  announces  that 
40,000  people  have  died  today.  And 
then  tomorrow  night,  regular  pro- 
gramming is  again  interrupted 
with  the  same  broadcast  —  another 

Ms.  Jacobs  is  manager  of  public  in- 
formation for  World  Relief  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals. 


40,000  are  dead.  We  would  find  the 
news  incredible  and  outrageous. 

Tragically,  it  is  in  fact  true  that 
every  day  40,000  people  die.  They 
do  not  die  suddenly,  as  do  many 
victims  of  war  or  natural  disasters. 
But  their  bodies  finally  succumb  to 
an  enemy  they  have  probably  bat- 
tled their  entire  lives  —  hunger. 
Sudden  disasters  rivet  our  atten- 
tion and  demand  an  immediate  re- 
sponse. Hunger  happens  so  quietly 
that  it  can  escape  our  notice. 

Famine  accounts  for  only  a  small 
percentage  of  these  deaths;  most 
are  caused  by  chronic  hunger. 
There  is  a  multitude  of  arguments 
about  what  causes  it,  but  one  fact 
remains:  hunger  persists.  And  for 
the  one  billion  people  in  the  world 
who  live  in  absolute  poverty, 
hunger  is  a  constant  threat. 

In  1989,  The  Brethren  Church 
gave  generous  support  not  only  to 
World  Relief's  emergency  funds, 
but  also  to  long-term,  self-help  pro- 
grams that  attack  the  causes  of 
hunger  around  the  world.  The  re- 
sult: bringing  permanent  changes 
to  the  lives  of  people. 

It's  not  the  size  of 

the  project,  but 
the  size  of  the  need 

Most  of  the  world's  poor  live  in 
developing  countries  where  the 
land  is  worn  out,  trees  are  disap- 
pearing, water  is  scarce,  or  war  en- 
dangers their  lives.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances, daily  survival  is  an 
arduous  task  and  may  often  seem 
futile. 

But  small  changes  can  make 
critical  differences.  A  new  well  in 
an  African  village  can  bring  good 
health  to  hundreds  of  children 
whose  lives  have  been  threatened 


By  Teri  Jacobs 

by  polluted  water.  Vitamin  A  given 
to  a  malnourished  mother  or  child 
can  prevent  blindness. 

This  past  year,  The  Brethren 
Church  supported  World  Relief's 
projects  that  provide  new  water 
sources  in  needy  areas.  In  Burkina 
Faso,  37  new  wells  and  boreholes 
were  dug  in  areas  where  only  15 
percent  of  the  population  has  safe 
drinking  water. 

The  Brethren  Church  also  gave 
funds  to  treat  childhood  diseases  in 
countries  like  Bangladesh,  where 
one  out  of  five  children  dies  before 
reaching  age  five.  Many  mothers 
and  children  also  suffer  serious  eye 
problems  that  can  develop  into 
blindness  if  left  untreated. 

World  Relief's  child  survival 
programs  in  Bangladesh  are  mak- 
ing exciting  progress.  Sue  Head- 
lam,  a  Chandraghona  Community 
Health    worker,    recently    related, 
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"The  long-acting  Vitamin  A  distri- 
bution program  continues  and 
night  blindness  in  the  area  is  vir- 
tually abolished." 

In  1989,  World  Relief's  child 
survival  program  at  Chandraghona 
gave  18,128  immunizations  to 
mothers  and  children  in  Ban- 
gladesh for  disease  prevention; 
22,927  children  were  given  health 
checkups. 

Message  of  hope 

In  1989,  World  Relief's  pro- 
grams touched  the  lives  of  more 
than  one  million  men,  women,  and 
children.  The  Brethren  Church 
played  a  significant  role  in  repre- 
senting God's  love  to  people  who 
would  otherwise  feel  forgotten. 
This  past  year  World  Relief  heard 
from  some  of  the  people  whose  lives 
were  changed  and  from  staff  who 
oversaw  programs  in  Asia,  Africa, 
Latin  America,  and  the  Caribbean. 

Mozambique:  "Ask  your 
God  not  to  forget  us" 

When  World  Relief  shipped  blan- 
kets to  refugees  of  war  in  Mozam- 
bique, Matungasse  Jequessera,  a 
40-year-old  woman,  expressed 
gratitude  and  joy  that  she  had  not 
been  forgotten. 

"When  I  learn  that  you  brothers 
and  sisters  think  of  us  and  re- 
member us,  I  feel  great  pride  in  my 
heart." 

Another  woman,  Ines  Mosquito, 


age  38,  was  also  grateful  for  her 
blankets  that  she  and  her  children 
received.  In  addition  to  thanking 
us,  she  added,  "Ask  your  God  not  to 
forget  us." 

The  Philippines:  Life 
as  an  Amerasian  refugee 

"All  refugees  are  hurting 
people,"  one  worker  in  the  Philip- 
pines said,  but  this  would  have  to 
go  double  for  Amerasians  who 
knew  total  rejection  while  growing 
up  in  their  homeland,  Vietnam. 

"Growing  up  we  Amerasians 
only  knew  the  utmost  scorn  .... 
'You  scum!  You  half  breed!'  .  .  . 
Most  of  my  friends  feel  real  love 
here  at  the  camp  for  the  first  time," 
Nguyen  Van  Hue,  an  Amerasian 
refugee  at  the  Philippine  Refugee 
Processing  Camp  in  the  Philip- 
pines, said. 

World  Relief's  programs  help 
Amerasians  prepare  for  life  in 
America  through  training,  lan- 
guage classes,  and  Bible  studies  in 
the  evenings. 

Sri  Lanka:  Help  to 
the  poorest  of  the  poor 

The  "poorest  of  the  poor"  are  the 
people  World  Relief  helps  in  Sri 
Lanka,  according  to  World  Relief 
partner  agency  LEADS.  Small 
loans  are  given  to  people  like 
Srimathie,  deserted  by  her  hus- 
band, who  could  no  longer  support 
herself  and  her  son.  Srimathie  used 


scraps  from  garment  factories  to 
make  clothes  to  sell,  but  what  she 
sewed  by  hand  did  not  amount  to 
much. 

With  a  World  Relief  loan, 
Srimathie  was  able  to  buy  a  used 
sewing  machine  to  increase  the 
speed  and  volume  of  her  work.  She 
is  now  able  to  provide  a  better  in- 
come for  herself  and  her  son. 

Infant  deaths  near  zero 
in  Salvadoran  villages 

Dr.  Jose  Beza  is  a  "circuit  riding" 
doctor  who  visits  up  to  60  rural 
farm  villages  in  El  Salvador,  pro- 
viding medical  care  to  more  than 
27,000  people  in  one  month. 

"We  can't  cure  everything,"  Dr. 
Beza  reported,  "but  we're  encour- 
aged because  we  know  we  provide 
a  service  village  families  otherwise 
wouldn't  have,  because  they're  too 
poor." 

Some  of  the  most  dramatic  re- 
sults of  this  medical  outreach  pro- 
gram have  been  among  village 
children. 

"The  infant  death  rate  has  been 
cut  to  almost  zero  in  areas  where 
World  Relief  works,"  Dr.  Beza  said. 

Happy  farmers 

in  Burkina  Faso 

"Seven  out  of  10  inhabitants 
of  sub-Saharan  Africa  are  small 
scale  farmers"  {African  Farmer, 
1988). 

For  the  two  villages  Kongusi  and 

Silmidugu    in    semi-arid    Burkina 

Faso,    World    Relief    provided    a 

(continued  on  page  13) 
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Brethren  Ideas  For 


World  Relief  Fund-Raising 


LAST  NOVEMBER  the  World 
Relief  Commission  sent  out  a 
call  to  Brethren  around  the  coun- 
try asking  them  to  share  with  us 
ways  they  have  raised  money  for 
World  Relief.  We  did  not  receive  as 
many  responses  as  we  had  hoped  to 
get  (Are  you  shy?),  but  those  we 
did  receive  are  beauties.  We  share 
them  with  you  here. 

Do  you  have  some  ideas  you  wish 
you  had  shared?  If  so,  send  them  to 
the  World  Relief  Commission  in 
care  of  the  National  Office  in  Ash- 
land. We  are  still  collecting.  We  be- 
lieve that  your  ideas  are  valuable 
help  and  tools  for  others  as  we 
serve  the  Lord  together  raising 
money  to  encourage,  feed,  house, 
and  clothe  those  brothers  and  sis- 
ters around  the  world  who  are  in 
need. 

Calendar  project 

Nancy  McGraw  of  Pleasant  View 
Brethren  Church  in  Vandergrift, 
Pa.,  writes:  "One  of  the  most  Tun' 
money-raising  projects  we've  done 
is  to  make  copies  of  the  calendar 
month  [during  which]  we  are  rais- 
ing the  money.  [We  then]  make  a 
list  of  'items'  to  be  used  each  day; 
these  are  typed  or  written  on  strips 
of  paper.  [We]  make  enough  copies 
of  these  strips  so  each  person  doing 
the  project  will  have  a  copy.  (Ex- 
amples of  'items':  pay  1  penny  for 
every  light  bulb  in  your  home;  if 
you  had  devotions  today,  praise  the 

APRIL,  1990 


SUNDAV 

MONO A V 

TUESDAY 

,VI    l.'ll    M)A, 

In     i,-M   n  . 

l-R,DA. 

SATURDAY 

I 

kE: 

t| 

bfi:,,, 

■ 

8 

10  B.wM».( 
.!..)„.  U,    logo 

11 

12 

15 

11 

15      [«tis: 

16 

17 

18 

19 

T) 

21 

22 

LJ 

24 

25 

26 

27siifUi<,i 

28 

29 

JO 

Lord  and  pay  a  nickel  for  the 
privilege;  if  you  had  no  devotions 
today,  pay  $.25  and  do  better  to- 
morrow.) 

"The  items  can  be  easily  geared 
to  any  age,  for  any  purpose.  The 
idea  is  to  make  the  daily  amount 
small  enough  that  no  one  is  unable 
to  participate. 

"After  the  strips  are  cut  apart, 
they  are  stapled  onto  the  days  of 
the  calendar  month.  Each  person 
receives  a  copy  to  de-strip  each 
day.  We  attach  an  envelope  [to  the 
calendar]  to  put  the  money  in  daily 
or  at  the  end  of  the  month.  It's  a 
great  way  to  help  make  people 
aware  of  how  much  they  have, 
what  they  do  and  don't  do,  etc." 

Sunday  school  offering 

Rev.  Stephen  Cole,  pastor  of  the 
Newark  Brethren  Church  in 
Newark,  Ohio,  writes:  "We  take  the 
Sunday  school  offerings  from  the 
children's  classes  and  give  that  to 
World  Relief.  They  give  extra  for 


that  reason.  They  put  it  in  a  World 
Relief  bank."  Pastor  Cole  also  told 
us  that  when  they  participate  in 
the  annual  CROP  walk,  they  walk 
for  World  Relief. 

Grocery  coupons 

Thelma  Abbott  of  the  Dutchtown 
Brethren  Church,  Warsaw,  Ind., 
writes  that  she  buys  the  Sunday 
newspapers  and  clips  the  cents-off 


coupons,  which  she  uses  at  the 
grocery  store.  "Sometimes  these 
cents-off  coupons  .  .  .  total  as  much 
as  $5-7.00  in  one  week.  The  store  I 
trade  at  always  has  the  totals  of 
these  at  the  bottom  of  the  sales 
slip,  which  makes  it  easy  for  me  to 
see  at  a  glance  how  much  I've 
saved. 

"Beginning  in  January  1990  I  in- 
tend, each  week  when  I  get  home, 
to  take  the  amount  in  cash  that  I 
saved  and  put  it  in  a  special  bank. 
One-half  of  [this]  I  intend  to  use  for 
my  W.M.S.  offering  and  the  other 
half  for  World  Relief.  I  believe  this 
will  be  an  interesting  experiment. 
I've  used  cents-off  coupons  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  have  never  kept  ac- 
count of  what  I've  saved  in  a  full 
year's  time." 

Gifts  of  life 

Pastor  Paul  Tinkel  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Milford,  Ind., 
wrote  to  tell  us  that  he  allows 
nearly  a  seven-week  period  for  col- 
lection of  World  Relief  offerings 
rather  than  just  one  month.  ".  .  . 
reminders  are  given  from  time  to 
time  ...  a  way  to  express  our 
'thanks'  unto  the  Lord  for  His 
bountiful  giving  and  blessings  unto 
us.  ...  I  have  the  people,  both 
adults  and  children  (some  of  them 
with  their  own  boxes),  bring  them 
to  the  altar  and  remain  for  a  special 
blessing  (prayer)  for  our  offering. 

"This  year  .  .  .  our  service  was  on 
the  various  gifts  of  life,  the  last  one 
being  'salvation,'  for  which  every- 
one came  forward  to  receive  a 
pinch  of  bread  from  a  loaf  and  a 
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'cup  of  juice,'  these  both  a  symbol  of 
our  gift  of  salvation  from  the  Lord. 
.  .  .  thus,  we  brought  our  gift  (the 
boxes)  and  placed  them  on  the 
altar  as  we  received  the  'Gift  of 
Salvation.'  By  the  way,  we  did 
strongly  express  that  this  was  NOT 
Communion!" 

"Scrip  Certificates" 

Nancy  Sele  of  San  Gabriel,  Calif., 
wrote  to  tell  us  about  how  her 
church  is  involved  in  a  "Grocery 
Scrip  Program"  to  raise  funds  for 
their  school.  These  "scrip  certifi- 
cates" are  like  gift  certificates.  The 
same  method  could  easily  be  used 
to  raise  money  for  World  Relief  if 
your  local  grocers  are  interested. 
It  also  connects  our  buying  and 
eating  of  food  to  the  needs  of  the 
hungry. 

From  her  church  bulletin:  "By 


purchasing  Scrip  Certificates  from 
us  [the  church]  for  Alpha  Beta, 
Lucky's,  Ralph's,  or  Vons  (for  $5, 
$10,  $20,  or  $25),  the  school  re- 
ceives 6%  of  every  dollar  at  NO 
COST  TO  YOU! 

"The  Scrip  Certificates  are  spent 
at  the  supermarkets  the  same  as 
cash,  and  there  is  no  expiration 
date  on  them.  For  these  reasons, 
they  could  provide  a  wonderful  gift 
for  those  on  your  holiday  shopping 
list,  as  well  as  yourself." 


r^T  CEftTlF/oifr 
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Your  church  could  approach  a 
local  grocery  store  or  chain  to  ask 
about  beginning  such  a  program 
for  a  limited  time  (perhaps  a 
month  or  a  six-week  period  such 
as  Lent)  of  fund-raising  for  World 
Relief.  [t] 


At  Home  and  Abroad 

(continued  from  page  13) 
waterpump,  spades,  rakes,  and 
seeds  to  farmers  growing  vegeta- 
ble gardens.  The  farmers  boasted 
a  good  harvest  which  included 
cabbage,  potatoes,  eggplant,  car- 
rots, and  okra.  They  kept  three 
percent  of  the  yield  for  their 
families  to  eat  and  sold  97  percent 
at  the  market  for  cash  income. 
Each  participating  family  earned 
about  $688  from  their  sales  —  tri- 
ple their  normal  income.  This 
year,  World  Relief  plans  to  con- 
tinue work  with  the  farmers, 
teaching  them  new  agricultural 
methods  and  assisting  in  the  de- 
sign of  an  irrigation  system,     [t] 


m 


To  learn  about  hunger  needs  nearer  home, 
your  church  might  want  to  .  .  . 


Survey  Your  Community 


WHEN  CONSIDERING  new 
hunger  work  in  your  commu- 
nity, your  group  can  gain  valuable 
information  and  insights  with  a 
simple  survey.  Some  groups  use 
rigorous  studies  with  statistically 
valid  methods  to  convince  govern- 
ment officials  that  new  public  pro- 
grams are  needed.  Such  a  survey, 
though  valuable,  requires  technical 
expertise  and  is  beyond  the  scope  of 
this  book. 

Reprinted  from  Hunger  Action 
Handbook  edited  by  Leslie  Withers  and 
Tom  Peterson  and  published  by  Seeds 
Magazine,  22  East  Lake  Dr.,  Decatur, 
GA  30030.  Used  by  permission. 


A  simpler  survey  done  by  lay 
people  with  a  minimum  of  training 
can  direct  your  local  group  toward 
needed  projects.  Its  purpose  is  to 
gain  an  informal  understanding  of 
hunger  and  nutrition  problems 
in  your  community  and  what  is 
already  being  done.  You  will  also 
establish  relationships  with  local 
service  agencies  and  organizations 
and  determine  whether  a  new  proj- 
ect is  needed  or  whether  your 
group  should  volunteer  to  support 
an  existing  program. 

Preparation 

First  decide  whether  the  scope  of 
the  survey  will  be  limited  to  food- 


By  Leslie  Withers 

related  needs  and  services  or  in- 
clude broader  issues  of  poverty 
such  as  housing  and  health  care. 
Define  the  boundaries  of  your  com- 
munity. Find  the  programs  and  or- 
ganizations that  provide  services 
in  your  target  area  with  address, 
phone  number,  office  hours  and  a 
contact  person  for  each.  Check  the 
telephone  book,  your  local  library 
or  a  guide  to  services  provided  by 
the  United  Way  or  another  helping 
agency  in  your  community  for 
these  programs: 

1.  The  Special  Supplemental 
Food  for  Women,  Infants  and  Chil- 
dren (WIC)  program  provides  high 
protein  food  to  pregnant  women, 
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new  mothers  and  young  children 
who  cannot  afford  an  adequate 
diet.  This  program  is  administered 
through  your  state  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

2.  The  Food  Stamp  Program  is 
administered  on  the  state  level 
through  the  Department  of  Human 
Resources  or  Social  Services.  Each 
county  usually  has  at  least  one  cer- 
tification office. 

3.  Elderly  Nutrition  Programs 
provide  hot  meals  at  designated 
places  or  for  delivery  to  home- 
bound  senior  citizens.  These  pro- 
grams are  administered  through 
the  state  office  for  the  aging  or  de- 
partment of  senior  citizens. 

4.  School  Lunch  and  Breakfast 
Programs  are  administered 
through  the  State  Department  of 
Education.  Inquire  through  your 
local  school  board  or  school  admin- 
istration office. 

5.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture's Food  and  Nutrition 
Service  regional  offices  may  pro- 
vide food  for  children  in  organized 
childcare  programs,  advice  for  low- 
income  families  on  preparing  low- 
cost,  nutritious  food  or  other  food- 
related  assistance. 

6.  If  your  community  has  a  Food 
Bank,  most  groups  that  run  soup 
kitchens  or  other  feeding  programs 
will  be  registered  with  it,  and  it 
can  tell  you  the  ones  that  serve 
people  in  your  area. 

7.  Check  with  the  Salvation 
Army,  church  or  social  service 
groups  with  soup  kitchens  and  food 
pantries  as  well  as  hunger  coali- 
tions or  interfaith  food  task  groups. 

To  look  at  other  poverty-related 
problems  check  the  Employment 
Security  Division.  It  provides  coun- 
seling, job  services  and  training  for 
unemployed  people.  Look  for  public 
health  clinics,  migrant  farm 
worker  services,  legal  aid  offices, 
veterans  organizations  and  public 
housing  tenant  organizations. 

After  gathering  this  background 
information  set  a  date  to  complete 
the  survey.  To  calculate  the  time 
needed  consider  the  number  of  sur- 
veyors and  the  number  of  organiza- 
tions to  be  visited.  Assign  two- 
member  teams  to  visit  one  or  more 


agencies.  You  may  need  to  recruit 
additional  volunteers:  retired 
people,  students  on  vacation  or 
others  who  can  get  to  weekday  ap- 
pointments. If  possible,  pair  new 
recruits  with  someone  familiar 
with  the  group's  plans  and  needs. 
Instruct  each  team  on  how  to  intro- 
duce themselves  and  conduct  the 
interview.  Make  sure  they  know 
what  questions  to  ask,  how  to  take 
notes  carefully  and  how  to  make  a 
written  report. 

Conducting  the  Interview 

Each  team  first  sets  up  its  as- 
signed appointments.  Allow  30 
minutes  for  an  interview  and 
enough  travel  time  to  arrive 
promptly.  Introduce  yourselves,  ex- 
plain why  the  survey  is  being  con- 
ducted and  listen  attentively.  Take 
careful  notes  and  write  down  key 
statements  word  by  word.  Express 
your  appreciation  at  the  end  of  the 
interview.  Important  questions  in- 
clude: 

•  What  does  your  program  do? 

•  Who  is  it  designed  to  help? 

•  How  do  people  learn  of  the  pro- 
gram? 

•  How  many  are  currently  being 
helped?  What  percentage  of  eligi- 
ble people  receive  services? 

•  Why  are  others  not  participat- 
ing? 

•  Do  you  know  of  people  who  are 
hungry? 

•  Do  you  know  how  many  in  our 
area  suffer  because  of  hunger  and 
poor  nutrition?  Is  the  problem  get- 
ting worse  or  better? 

•  What  would  happen  if  this  pro- 
gram did  not  exist? 

•  How  could  our  group  help  meet 
the  needs  you  see  as  most  critical? 

•  Do  you  have  other  comments  or 
suggestions  concerning  poverty 
and  hunger  in  our  area? 

Followup 

Each  survey  team  should  send  a 


thank-you  note  and,  if  possible,  a 
written  copy  of  the  survey  results 
to  each  person  visited. 

Meet  to  share  and  evaluate  the 
results  of  the  interviews  and  make 
plans  based  on  what  has  been 
learned.  If  your  staff  or  volunteers 
have  time,  compile  all  the  group 
reports  into  one  written  summary 
and  distribute  it  ahead  of  the  meet- 
ing. When  you  get  together,  follow 
these  steps: 

•  Ask  people  to  share  the  most  im- 
portant one  or  two  things  they 
learned.  Note  major  points  on 
newsprint  or  chalkboard. 

•  Summarize  key  information 
about  each  agency  on  newsprint  or 
chalkboard:  Where  services  are 
available,  for  whom  they  are  avail- 
able and  additional  help  needed. 

•  Look  for  major  gaps  in  meeting 
community  needs. 

•  Discuss  what  you  learned  about 
the  effect  of  reduction  and  expan- 
sion of  government  programs  on 
community  services.  How  are 
church-related  and  private  pro- 
grams affected? 

•  Ask  whether  surveyors  got  a 
sense  of  what  it  would  actually  be 
like  to  seek  aid  and  how  they  felt 
about  it. 

•  How  could  existing  programs  be 
improved? 

•  List  possible  group  projects 
based  on  what  you've  learned. 

The  group's  first  reaction  may  be 
overwhelming  frustration  and  dis- 
couragement at  the  discovery  of  so 
many  urgent  needs.  It's  a  normal, 
healthy  reaction.  The  needs  are 
usually  beyond  the  ability  of  any 
single  organization  or  individual, 
but  you  don't  have  to  remain 
paralyzed.  The  point  of  the  survey 
is  to  find  an  area  where  needs  are 
not  being  met  where  your  group 
can  help.  You  may  need  more  than 
one  meeting  but  try  to  list  possible 
projects  in  the  first  meeting  after 
the  survey.  That  gives  people  an 
opportunity  to  think  about  the  list 
before  deciding  on  a  single  project. 
Don't  try  to  do  everything,  but  look 
for  one  specific  task  that  motivates 
your  group  and  will  be  of  real  use 
to  poor  and  hungry  people  in  your 
community.  [t] 
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Advertisement 


$98,892 


An  asterisk  (*)  indicates  an  increase  over  1988.  This  amount  includes  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  and  individuals. 


1989 

$1,369* 
3,881* 

-0- 

-0- 

50 
241 
156* 
655 
150 
967* 
439* 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 
104* 
220 

5* 
368* 
655* 
914 

-0- 
$10,174* 


Pennsylvania 

1988 

Berlin  $1,198 

Brush  Valley  3,110 

Calvary  -0- 

Cameron  103 

Fairless  Hills/Lev.  291 

Highland  242 

Johnstown  II  110 

Johnstown  III  678 
Main  St.  (Meyersdale)         150 

Masonto  wn  715 

Mt.  Olivet  208 

Mt.  Pleasant  -0- 

Pittsburgh  90 

Pleasant  View  -0- 

Quiet  Dell  -0- 

Raystown  77 

Sarver  319 

Sergeantsville  -0- 

Valley  (Jones  Mills)  189 

Vinco  600 

Wayne  Heights  1,172 

White  Dale  -& 

$9,252 


Ohio 

$     -0-  Brethren  Fellowship        $  -0- 

-0-  Columbus  First  -0- 

-0-  Fremont  -0- 

357*  Garber  144 

193  Gratis  412 

686*  Gretna  663 

350  Hillcrest/Dayton  584 

499*  Louisville  Bible  287 

664  Louisville  First  763 

28*  Medina  -0- 

-0-  Newark  50 

2,386*  New  Lebanon  1,746 

172  N.  Georgetown  250 

1,728*  Park  Street  1,206 

1,605*  Pleasant  Hill  1,389 

2,695*  Smithville  1,347 

2,098*  Smoky  Row  1,728 

1,122  Trinity/Canton  1,217 

-0-  Walcrest  -0- 

50  W.  Alexandria  250 

59  Williamstown  130 

$14,692*  $12,166 


1989 

$  605 
3,304 
1,585 
1,942* 
-0- 
20 
171* 
290* 
225 
-0- 
149* 
287 
430* 
1,533* 
235* 
4,572* 
127* 
280* 
-0- 
108* 
263 
1,064* 
-0- 
1,360* 
-0- 
637* 
284* 
2,191* 
501* 
217* 
161 
377* 
2,201* 
-0- 
-0- 
150* 
601* 
2;168* 
$28,038* 


Indiana 

Ardmore 

Brighton  Chapel 

Bryan 

Burlington 

Carmel 

Center  Chapel 

College  Corner 

Corinth 

County  Line 

Denver 

Dutchtown 

Elkhart 

Flora 

Goshen 

Huntington 

Jefferson 

Kokomo 

Loree 

Matteson 

Meadow  Crest 

Mexico 

Milford 

Mishawaka 

Muncie 

Nappanee 

New  Paris 

North  Liberty 

N.  Manchester 

Oakville 

Peru 

Roann 

Roanoke 

South  Bend 

Teegarden 

Tiosa 

Wabash 

Warsaw 

Winding  Waters 


$    145* 

347* 

49* 

219 

276* 

$1,036* 


Midwest 

Cheyenne 
Derby 
Falls  City 
Ft.  Scott 
Mulvane 


CHURCHES  GIVING  OVER  $2,000 


1.  Jefferson  $4,572 

2.  St.  James  4,568 

3.  Brush  Valley  3,881 

4.  Brighton  Chapel  3,304 

5.  Northgate  2,816 

6.  Smithville  2,695 


7.  Sarasota 

8.  New  Lebanon 

9.  South  Bend 

10.  North  Manchester 

11.  Winding  Waters 

12.  Smoky  Row 


1988 

$      609 

6,151 

1,665 

1,566 

109 

100 

100 

276 

433 

20 

133 

390 

345 

498 

111 

1,804 

■0- 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

300 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

1,227 

447 

236 

1,675 

123 

100 

235 

356 

1,947 

300 

-0- 

25 

178 

-fr 

$21,459 


$    136 
-0- 

30 

411 

176 

$      753 


$2,581 
2,386 
2,201 
2,191 
2,168 
2,098 


$95,168  was  sent  to  World  Relief  Corporation  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals.* 


1989 

$    257* 

53* 

556 

2,581* 

-0- 

$3,447* 


Florida 

Bradenton 

Bloomingdale 

St.  Petersburg 

Sarasota 

Town  &  Country 


Southeastern 


1988 

200 

-0- 

667 

622 

50 


,    913* 

Bethlehem 

-0- 

Covenant  Community 

15 

Cumberland 

-0- 

Lost  Creek(Drushal  Mem.) 

-0- 

Gatewood 

-0- 

Haddix 

1,091* 

Hagerstown 

20* 

Icard 

-0- 

Kimsey  Run 

80 

Liberty 

746 

Linwood 

100 

Mathias 

1,697 

Mauertown 

1,904* 

Mt.  Olive 

-0- 

Oak  Hill 

-0- 

Rowdy 

4,568 

St.  James 

126 

St.  Luke 

-0- 

Washington 

-0- 

Waterbrook 

$11,260 


$  300 
815 
574 
859 

$2,548 


$      -0- 
2,816* 
500 
$3,316* 


$    325 

466* 
$    791* 


Central 

Cerro  Gordo 
Lanark 
Milledgeville 
Waterloo 


California 

Lathrop 

Northgate 

Stockton 


Southwest 

Northwest  Chapel 
Tucson 


Other 

$1,374       Individuals 
22,216       Carpenter  Estate 
$23,590 


1989 

$98,892* 


Grand  Total 


$1,539 


5    892 

-0- 

30 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

891 

15 

-0- 

80 

913 

150 

1,704 

1,161 

314 

-0- 

4,893 

567 

-0- 

^ 

$11,610 


i  300 
1,156 
1,338 
1,770 

$4,564 


!      164 

1,382 

700 

$2,246 


402 

334 

$736 


$2,266 

$2,266 

1988 
$66,591 


Send  offerings  to: 
World  Relief 
Brethren  Church,  Inc. 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 


UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Local  Company  Deeds  Two  Acres 
To  Linwood  Brethren  Church 


Lin  wood,  Md.  —  The  Lehigh  Port- 
land Cement  Company  of  Union 
Bridge,  Md.,  on  December  17,  1989, 
presented  a  deed  for  two  acres  of  land 
to  the  Linwood  Brethren  Church. 

Twenty-two  years  ago  the  company 
gave  an  acre  of  land  to  the  same  con- 
gregation. 

The  land  surrounding  the  church 
building  was  originally  purchased  by 
Lehigh  primarily  for  its  limestone. 
Since  it  is  not  a  prime  area  for  the 
company's  operation,  the  land  has 
been  rented  out  in  recent  years.  The 
recent  donation  of  two  acres  of  this 
land  to  the  church  is  the  result  of  a 
year's  conversation  between  the  con- 
gregation and  the  company. 

According  to  Pastor  Bob  Keplinger, 
some  of  the  newly  acquired  land  will 
be  used  for  expansion  of  the  church 
parking  lot.  Plans  for  the  future  call 
for  recreational  equipment  for  youth 
and  children  and  a  picnic  pavilion  to 
be  located  on  the  site.  And  some  day  a 
new  Sunday  school  building  may  oc- 
cupy part  of  the  area. 

Several  members  of  the  Linwood 
congregation  are  employed  at  Lehigh, 
and  C.  Ray  Pittinger,  chairman  of  the 


church's  trustees,  is  a  recent  retiree 
from  the  company.  The  company  itself, 
however,  has  no  direct  connection 
with  the  church. 


According  to  Pastor  Keplinger,  this 
was  a  very  generous  gift  from  the 
Lehigh  company,  one  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  Linwood  congregation. 


David  Roush  (behind  pulpit),  manager  of  the  Lehigh  Portland  Cement  Company 
plant  at  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  presents  the  deed  for  two  additional  acres  of  land  to  Lin- 
wood trustee  board  chairman  C.  Ray  Pittinger,  while  trustees  (I.  to  r.)  Rick  Greene, 
Terry  Crushong,  Richard  Greene  (partially  hidden),  Pastor  Bob  Keplinger,  Moderator 
Wayne  Lowman  (face  not  visible),  and  Wilbur  Blacksten  look  on. 


Florida  District  Brethren  Meet  For 
Business,  Inspiration,  Fellowship 


Valrico,  Fla.  —  The  Florida  District 
of  The  Brethren  Church  held  its  13th 
Annual  Conference  Sunday  afternoon 
and  evening,  March  4,  1990,  at  the 
Bloomingdale  Brethren  Church. 

Following  an  "autograph  party"  and 
opening  hymn,  district  coordinator 
Rev.  Phil  Lersch  led  the  conference 
in  a  brief  time  of  identifying  district 
strengths  and  weaknesses  and  of 
prayers  for  the  district. 

Denominational  update  reports 
were  presented  by  Russell  Gordon 
(Missionary  Board),  David  Cooksey 
(pastoral  ministries  and  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary),  Donna  Stoffer 
(National  W.M.S.),  and  Ronald  W. 
Waters  (Brethren  Church  Ministries). 
At  the  prior  request  of  the  conference, 
Waters  also  shared  results  of  a  recent 
survey  of  ways  Brethren  churches  are 
ministering  to  human  needs  in  their 
communities.  He  challenged  each  indi- 
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vidual  and  each  congregation  to  be 
identifying  needs  and  corporately  act- 
ing to  meet  them. 

The  business  session  included  re- 
ports from  district  boards  and  minis- 
tries. Officers  elected  for  1990-1991 
were:  coordinator  Paul  Yoder,  coordi- 
nator-elect Dan  Gray,  past  coordinator 
Phil  Lersch,  secretary  Bonnie  Mun- 
son,  and  treasurer  Leo  Elliott. 

Speaker  for  the  evening  worship 
service  was  Dr.  Warren  Clark,  direc- 
tor of  the  Hunger  Action  Program  for 
the  Tampa  area  United  Methodist 
churches.  Clark  painted  a  verbal  pic- 
ture of  challenges  facing  a  young,  ex- 
pectant family  moving  into  the  Tampa 
area  from  the  Midwest.  He  reported 
that  44%  of  all  Tampa  Bay-area 
households  have  less  than  $10,000 
average  family  income,  with  350,000 
people  at  risk  of  hunger. 

Clark  outlined  three  approaches  to 


sharing  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  these  families:  (1)  proclaiming 
the  Word,  (2)  providing  safety  net 
ministries  for  the  hungry,  and  (3)  get- 
ting at  the  causes  of  hunger  by  help- 
ing people  help  themselves.  He  de- 
scribed the  Share  Tampa  Bay  program 
as  an  attempt  at  the  third  approach. 

The  conference  had  a  distinctly  in- 
ternational flavor  to  include  the  dis- 
trict's Hispanic  Brethren.  A  chorus 
from  the  Sarasota  La  Iglesia  de  los 
Hermanos  provided  special  music  in 
Spanish.  The  conference  learned  to 
sing  "Oh,  Que  Amigo  Nos  Es  Cristo" 
("What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus") 
in  Spanish  and  sang  it  together  during 
the  evening  worship  service.  Soloist 
Lisa  Davis  of  Bloomingdale  sang  one 
verse  of  her  special  number  in 
Spanish.  And  Dr.  Clark,  who  had 
spent  three  years  in  missions  work  in 
Argentina,  brought  greetings  in 
Spanish. 

The  1991  conference  will  be  held  at 
the  Town  and  Country  Church  in 
Tampa. 

—  Ronald  W.  Waters 
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The  Mt.   Olive  Brethren  Church's  Sweetheart  Couple  for  1990,  Gordon  and 
Conjetta  Harman,  with  Pastor  Fred  Miller. 

Mt.  Olive  Church  Honors  Harmans 
As  Sweetheart  Couple  of  the  Year 


Pineville,  Va.  —  Gordon  and  Conjetta 
Harman  were  honored  on  Sunday, 
February  11,  by  the  Mt.  Olive  Breth- 
ren Church  as  the  congregation's 
"Sweetheart  Couple"  of  the  year. 

During  the  morning  worship  service 
the  Harmans'  favorite  hymns  were 
used;  Sam  Hinkel  and  Odessa  Shelton 
reminisced  about  the  couple  and  pre- 
sented Conjetta  a  corsage  and  Gordon 
a  boutonniere;  and  Pastor  Fred  Miller 
preached  a  message  on  the  love  and 
devotion  that  have  characterized  the 
couple's  lives. 

Married  for  57  years,  Gordon  and 
Conjetta  have  been  members  of  the 
Mt.  Olive  Church  for  more  than  50  of 
those  years.  During  that  time  their 
names  have  become  nearly  synony- 
mous with  music.  Conjetta  plays  the 
organ  and  piano  for  the  church's  serv- 
ices, and  Gordon  plays  the  violin. 
They  have  also  taught  thousands  of 
music  students  in  the  community  —  to 
the  extent  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  a 
violinist  or  pianist  in  the  area  who 
hasn't  been  their  pupil. 

In  addition  to  their  contribution  to 
the  church  through  music,  Gordon  and 
Conjetta  have  also  served  the  congre- 
gation in  numerous  other  ways  —  as 
deacon  and  deaconess,  Sunday  school 
teacher  (Conjetta),  Laymen  and 
W.M.S.    members,    trustee    (Gordon), 


and  on  untold  committees. 

The  Harmans  were  chosen  as 
"Sweetheart  Couple"  by  vote  of  the 
Mt.  Olive  congregation  on  January  28. 
Members  were  instructed  to  choose 
the  couple  whose  love  and  devotion  to 
one  another  reflect  the  kind  of  re- 
lationship that  God  intends.  Gordon 
and  Conjetta  were  judged  to  meet  that 
criterion. 

Following  the  February  11  worship 
service,  during  which  the  Harmans 
were  honored,  a  bountiful  carry-in 
lunch  complete  with  a  special  "heart" 
cake  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Then  the  con- 
gregation reconvened  for  a  "Newly- 
weds  Game." 

Five  couples  "volunteered"  to  be  the 
"Newlyweds."  Irma  and  Everette  Rod- 
gers,  Judy  and  Roland  McDonald,  Kris 
and  Lori  Morris,  Richard  and  Deidra 
Connellee,  and  Pastor  Fred  and  Pam 
Miller  graciously  pondered  questions 
designed  to  reveal  how  much  each 
knew  (or  didn't  know)  about  his  or  her 
mate.  After  the  laughter  died  and  the 
scores  were  tallied,  Pastor  Fred  and 
Pam  were  found  to  be  the  "winners." 

Actually,  there  were  no  losers,  just  a 
tremendous  time  of  fun  and  fellowship 
as  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  honored  a 
fine  Christian  couple  that  has  served 
so  well  for  so  long. 
—  reported  by  Odessa  Shelton,  moderator 


Smoky  Row  Members  Honored 
As  Distinguished  Teachers 
At  Ohio  State  University 

Columbus,  Ohio  —  Dr.  William  I. 
Notz,  moderator  of  the  Smoky  Row 
Brethren  Church  of  Columbus,  re- 
cently received  the  1990  Alumni 
Award  for  Distinguished  Teaching  at 
The  Ohio  State  University. 

Dr.  Notz  is  an  associate  professor  of 
statistics  at  Ohio  State. 

To  receive  the  award,  faculty  mem- 
bers must  be  nominated  by  students 
and  colleagues  and  then  selected  by  a 
committee  of  students,  faculty,  and 
alumni.  The  award  brings  with  it  an 
honorarium  of  $1,500  and  an  increase 
in  salary.  Of  the  over  3,000  faculty 
members  at  Ohio  State,  only  seven  are 
selected  for  this  award  each  year. 

This  is  the  second  year  that  some- 
one at  Smoky  Row  Brethren  has  been 
so  honored.  One  of  the  recipients  of 
the  award  in  1989  was  Dr.  Sam  A. 
Meier,  assistant  professor  of  Hebrew 
in  the  Department  of  Judaic  and  Near 
Eastern  Languages  and  Literatures  at 
Ohio  State. 

Both  Dr.  Notz  and  Dr.  Meier  also 
teach  in  the  adult  Sunday  school  pro- 
gram at  Smoky  Row. 

—  reported  by  Brenda  Colijn 


Twelve  Mile,  Ind.  —  Phyllis  Wray  was 
honored  March  4  by  the  Corinth  Breth- 
ren Church  for  her  15  years  of  faithful 
service  to  the  congregation  as  treasurer. 
During  the  recognition  ceremony,  which 
took  place  in  the  morning  worship  serv- 
ice, Gale  Strong  read  a  poem  she  had 
written  about  Mrs.  Wray's  service,  and 
the  congregation  presented  Mrs.  Wray  a 
plaque. 

—  reported  by  Marilyn  J.  Moon;  photo  by  Fred  Easter 
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Ron  Waters  Challenges  Ohio  Brethren 
To  Nuture  Their  Circle  of  Contacts 


Dayton,  Ohio  —  Witnessing  was  the 
topic  of  a  message  delivered  by  Rev. 
Ronald  W.  Waters  to  delegates  attend- 
ing the  Ohio  District  Conference 
Saturday,  March  10,  at  the  Hillcrest 
Brethren  Church  in  Dayton. 

Using  Jesus'  familiar  words  in  Acts 
1:7-8  as  his  text,  Waters,  director  of 
Brethren  Church  Ministries,  pointed 
out  that  we  are  to  witness  in  the  Holy 
Spirit's  power,  not  in  our  own;  we  are 
to  present  "the  facts,  just  the  facts"; 
and  we  are  to  tell  what  Jesus  has  done 
in  our  lives. 

Waters  concluded  by  asking  his 
hearers  to  identify  and  list  their  "cir- 
cle of  contacts"  —  six  to  eight  people 
with  whom  they  have  regular  contact 
who  have  not  made  a  commitment  to 
Christ.  He  then  challenged  them  to 
pray  daily  for  these  people  and  to  be 
sensitive  to  opportunities  to  say  a  good 
word  to  them  about  the  faith. 

Following  Rev.  Waters'  message, 
district  moderator  Rev.  Bob  Dillard 
led  the  delegates  (62  lay,  27  ministe- 
rial, plus  15  visitors)  in  conducting 
district  business. 

The  district  treasurer  reported  that 
income  for  the  year  was  $57,267.71 
and  expenses  $67,001.83.  Fewer  than 
half  the  churches  (7  of  20)  paid  their 
full  apportionment,  with  four  churches 
paying  nothing. 

The  statistician's  report  indicated 
that  total  church  membership  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  1989  was  3,360, 
or  1,091  less  than  reported  for  the  end 
of  1988,  despite  the  addition  of  443 
members.  The  decrease  was  due  in 
large  part  to  an  adjustment  requested 
by  the  Brethren  Fellowship  of  the 
Savior  in  its  1988  membership  figure. 

During  1989  total  average  Sunday 
school  attendance  increased  by  four 
percent  (to  1,614),  while  total  average 
worship  attendance  decreased  by  one 
percent  (to  2,694).  One  new  church 
was  formed  in  1989  —  North  view 
Brethren  Life  (Springboro,  Ohio)  — 
which  averaged  57  in  worship  during 
its  first  10  months  of  existence. 

More  good  news  about  Northview 
Brethren  Life  Church  was  shared  dur- 
ing the  District  Mission  Board  report. 
The  congregation  celebrated  its  first 
anniversary  March  4  with  84  in  at- 
tendance. In  its  first  year,  19  people 
trusted  Christ  as  Savior  and  24  re- 
dedicated  their  lives  to  Christ  (18  of 
whom  had  not  been  to  church  for  at 
least  two  years  prior  to  their  rededica- 


At  right,  Hillcrest  Church  building, 
where  the  conference  was  held.  Below, 
new  district  officers  (I.  to  r.)  Audrey  Gil- 
bert, Rev.  David  Oligee,  Rev.  Jim  F. 
Black,  Susie  Black,  and  Stan  Gentle. 


Below,  Rev.  Bob 
Dillard  (I.)  expresses 
the  district's  appre- 
ciation to  Rev.  Bob 
Westfall  for  his  out- 
standing leadership 
of  the  District  Mis- 
sion Board. 


tion).  Forty  acres  of  land  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Ohio  District  Mission 
Board  as  a  future  building  site  for  the 
congregation,  with  plans  to  sell  about 
ten  acres  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness. 

Positive  things  were  also  reported 
about  four  of  the  other  five  district 
mission  churches  —  Smoky  Row, 
Brethren  Fellowship  of  the  Savior 
(both  of  which  became  self-supporting 
as  of  January  1,  1990),  Walcrest,  and 
Newark.  It  was  reported,  however, 
that  the  Medina  Bible  Fellowship  has 
gone  through  difficult  times  and  dwin- 
dled to  8-9  people.  The  group  has  re- 
organized and  changed  its  name  to  the 
Medina  Brethren  Church.  A  church 
planter  is  being  sought  to  begin  what 
will  in  essence  be  a  new  work. 

The  District  Board  of  Christian 
Education  reported  that  plans  are  in 
place  for  the  summer  camping  pro- 
gram, with  four  full  weeks  of  camp 
and  a  mini-camp  scheduled.  The 
Smithville  Brethren  Church  has  do- 
nated some  playground  equipment  to 
be  installed  before  camp.  A  new  bas- 
ketball court  is  to  be  installed  at  the 
foot  of  vesper  hill,  new  chairs  have 
been  purchased  for  the  chapel,  and 
new  benches  erected  on  vesper  hill. 

In  the  annual  election,  Rev.  James 
F.  Black,  pastor  of  the  Gretna  Breth- 
ren Church,  was  chosen  moderator- 
elect.  Other  officers  selected  were 
Audrey  Gilbert,  secretary;  Susie 
Black,  assistant  secretary;  Thomas 
Stoffer,  treasurer;  Stanley  Gentle,  as- 
sistant treasurer;  and  Steve  Cole, 
statistician.  This  year's  moderator- 
elect,  Rev.  David  Oligee,  pastor  of  the 
West  Alexandria  First  Brethren 
Church,  is  the  new  moderator. 


Following  a  delicious  lunch  pre- 
pared and  served  by  women  and  men 
of  the  host  church,  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  denominational  represent- 
atives, then  district  business  continued. 

During  this  session,  delegates  took 
action  to  change  the  status  of  the 
Brethren  Fellowship  of  the  Savior 
(Cleveland,  Ohio)  from  mission  con- 
gregation to  church;  and  the  status  of 
the  Northview  Brethren  Life  Church 
from  class  to  mission  congregation. 

Special  recognition  was  given  to  Rev. 
Bob  Westfall,  outgoing  member  and 
chairman  of  the  Ohio  District  Mission 
Board,  for  his  visionary  leadership  of 
this  board  during  the  past  several 
years;  and  to  the  Smithville  Brethren 
for  their  outstanding  job  of  maintain- 
ing and  improving  the  camp  property 
during  the  past  year.  Next  year's  con- 
ference was  set  for  March  8-9  at  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

The  conference  concluded  with 
meetings  of  the  auxiliary  groups  — 
pastors,  W.M.S.,  and  Men  of  Mission. 

More  than  60  Brethren  who  came 
early  for  the  conference  had  gathered 
on  Friday  night  at  the  Hillcrest 
Church  for  a  service  of  praise  and  wor- 
ship. The  service  was  led  by  Pastors 
Archie  Nevins  and  Keith  Stuart  of  the 
Northview  Brethren  Life  Church,  as- 
sisted by  others  from  their  church. 
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Church  Building  in  India  Funded 
With  Money  from  Carpenter  Estate 


Rajahmundry,     India     —    A     new 

church  building  was  dedicated  in 
December  1989  in  the  village  of 
Nedunuru,  India. 

Construction  of  this  building  was 
funded  with  a  portion  of  the  bequest 
received  by  the  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Brethren  Church  from  the  estate 
of  Dorothy  Carpenter. 

The  pastor  of  the  Nedunuru  congre- 


gation is  T.  Narayana  Murthy.  Ac- 
cording to  Rev.  K.  Prasanth  Kumar, 
Brethren  Missionary  to  India,  Pastor 
Narayana  Murthy  expressed  his 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Missionary 
Board  for  making  it  possible  for  funds 
from  the  Dorothy  Carpenter  bequest 
to  be  used  to  build  a  church  building 
in  his  village. 
The  late  Miss  Carpenter,  for  many 


years  a  mathematics  professor  at  Ash- 
land College  and  longtime  treasurer 
for  the  National  W.M.S.,  was  a  strong 
supporter  of  missions  and  left  a  sizable 
bequest  to  the  Missionary  Board.  A 
portion  of  her  bequest  is  also  being 
used  for  construction  of  an  orphanage 
in  Bombal,  Argentina. 

(Note:  If  you  would  like  information 
about  how  your  material  possessions  can 
continue  to  fund  the  Lord's  work  after 
you  are  called  from  this  life,  contact  the 
Missionary  Board,  or  write  directly  to 
James  R.  Black,  524  College  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, Ohio.) 


At  left,  the  new  church  building  at  Nedunuru,  India. 
Above,  Brethren  Missionary  Rev.  K.  Prasanth  Kumar  (I.) 
with  T.  Narayana  Murthy,  pastor  of  the  Nedunuru  Church. 


Mark  Logan  Attends  Conference 
On  Biblical  Concept  of  "Shalom" 

Laurelville,  Pa. — Brethren  Church 
member  Mark  Logan  joined  Chris- 
tians from  various  denominations  at 
the  Laurelville  Mennonite  Church 
Center  February  16-18  for  a  confer- 
ence that  focused  on  seeking  to  under- 
stand and  live  the  biblical  concept  of 
"shalom." 

The  conference,  entitled  "Shalom  V: 
The  Enemy,"  was  jointly  sponsored  by 
Presbyterians,  Mennonites,  and  Epis- 
copalians, but  included  people  from 
other  denominations  as  well.  The 
weekend  gathering  was  built  around 
two  resource  persons,  Ben  Ollenburger 
and  Barbara  Green,  who  gave  ad- 
dresses on  the  conference  theme,  "The 
Enemy." 

In  addition  to  these  messages,  work- 
shops were  held  on  various  topics  re- 
lated to  the  theme,  ranging  from  those 
on  East-West  Conflict,  Israeli/Pales- 
tinian Reconciliation,  Chile  and  Liber- 
ation Theology,  to  those  on  Addiction, 


Lifestyles  for  Peace,  and  Racism.  Sev- 
eral thought-provoking  dramas  were 
also  presented. 

Logan  noted  that  "As  in  many 
Brethren  gatherings,  the  most  enjoy- 
able and  probably  most  profitable  ac- 
tivity was  the  informal  sharing  of 
lives  among  the  members  of  the  group. 
I  was  impressed  by  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  were  taking  part  for  the 
third,  fourth,  or  even  fifth  time.  .  .  . 
many  [of  whom]  told  how  their  lives 
have  changed  as  a  result  of  the 
Shalom  experience  and  the  ongoing 
commitment  to  biblical  peace  as  a  way 
of  life." 

"Overall  I  think  it  was  a  positive  ex- 
perience and  something  that  could  be 
of  value  to  Brethren,"  Logan  said. 
"Shalom  VI  is  being  planned  for  a  lo- 
cation in  Ohio,  which  should  make  it 
easy  for  Brethren  to  attend,"  he  added. 

Mark  Logan,  until  recently,  served 
as  a  missionary  to  Colombia,  South 
America.  He  now  lives  near  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  and  attends  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  Church.  He  is  a  member  of 
the   Social   Responsibilities   Commis- 


sion of  The  Brethren  Church  and  at- 
tended the  Shalom  V  conference  on  be- 
half of  that  commission. 

Selfishness  is  the  perfect  soil  in 
which  to  plant  and  reap  a  good  harvest 
of  unhappiness.  —  Joan  Zodhiates 


Vehicles  needed 

for 

Summer  Crusaders 

Two  mid-size  cars,  station  wagons, 
or  mini-vans  are  needed  from  June 
10  to  August  5  for  Summer  Crusader 
teams.  The  Brethren  Church  will  pay 
10c  per  mile  plus  gas,  oil,  and  insur- 
ance for  the  use  of  such  vehicles  for 
the  summer. 

If  you  have  a  vehicle  you'd  loan 
on  these  terms,  please  contact  Ron 
Waters  or  Deb  Ritchey  at  The  Breth- 
ren Church  National  Office,  524  Col- 
lege Avenue,  Ashland,  OH  44805  or 
call  419-289-1708  during  business 
hours.  Please  contact  us  no  later 
than  April  30. 
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N.  Manchester  Brethren  Participate 
In  Observance  of  Passover  Seder 


North  Manchester,  Ind  —  More 
than  80  members  of  the  North  Man- 
chester First  Brethren  Church 
gathered  on  March  4  to  participate  in 
an  observance  of  the  Jewish  Passover 
Seder  (feast). 

The  impetus  for  this  observance  was 
a  message  by  Marty  Verk,  a  repre- 
sentative of  Jews  for  Jesus,  who  spoke 
during  the  morning  worship  service  at 
North  Manchester  on  February  18. 
During  that  message  he  illustrated 
and  explained  the  traditional  Passover 
as  it  is  observed  by  the  Jews.  As  a 
Christian  Jew,  he  sees  in  the  emblems 
used  in  the  Passover  the  proof  of  the 
Messiahship  of  Jesus. 

In  order  to  more  firmly  establish 
these  emblems  and  their  meanings  in 
their  minds,  the  North  Manchester 
Brethren  decided  to  observe  the  seder. 

Pastor  Marlin  McCann  led  the  ob- 
servance. Four  cups  of  "wine"  (grape 
juice)  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
seder,  providing  the  order  for  the  ob- 
servance. Between  these,  certain  ritu- 
als are  observed,  the  meal  is  eaten, 
and  responsive  passages  are  read. 

Some  of  the  elements  of  the  obser- 
vance and  their  Jewish  and  Christian 
meanings  include  the  following: 

Lamb,  representing  the  Passover 
Lamb  slain  on  the  night  the  Israelites 
left  Egypt,  and  pointing  to  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God  sacrificed  for 
the  sins  of  the  world. 

Unleavend  bread,  pointing  to  the 
haste  with  which  the  Jews  left  Egypt 
and    reminding    us    that    we    must 


always  be  ready  to  go  when  Jesus  re- 
turns. Also  a  reminder  that  we  must 
be  free  from  the  "leaven"  of  sin. 

Bitter  herbs,  representing  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt  and  a  re- 
minder to  us  of  the  many  who  suffered 
so  that  we  might  know  Christ. 

A  sprig  of  parsley,  representing  the 
continual  rebirth  of  growing  things 
and  pointing  to  everlasting  life  be- 
cause of  Christ's  resurrection. 

Wine,  representing  joy,  but  for  the 


Christian  a  symbol  of  Christ's  blood, 
which  He  shed  for  the  sins  of  the 
world. 

According  to  LaVeta  Immel,  "This 
was  a  meaningful  experience  .  .  . 
[which]  promises  to  make  the 
Threefold  Communion  service  which 
we  will  hold  on  Maundy  Thursday 
more  understandable.  As  Brethren,  we 
are  convinced  we  are  fulfilling  the 
command  of  our  Lord  to  remember 
Him,  as  He  gave  us  the  example  dur- 
ing His  Last  Supper,  and  we  will  con- 
tinue until  He  comes  again  to  fulfil 
the  final  Scriptures." 

— reported  by  LaVeta  Immel, 
corresponding  secretary 


Deacons  and  Deaconesses 
Ordained  at  Vinco  Church 

Mineral  Point,  Pa.  —  Two  couples, 
Gerald  and  Cheryl  Wysong  and  Earl 
and  Joan  Aurandt,  were  ordained 
deacons  and  deaconesses  February  18 
in  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Robert  Hoffman,  a 
Brethren  elder  who  lives 
in  Berlin,  Pa.,  conducted 
the  ordination  service,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Carl  H. 
Phillips,  pastor  of  the 
Vinco  congregation.  Sev- 
eral of  the  ordained  dea- 
cons and  deaconesses  of 
the  church  also  assisted 
with  the  ordination. 

Gerald  Wysong  is  the 
moderator  of  the  Vinco 
church,  and  Cheryle  is  as- 
sistant director  of  junior 
church.  They  have  two 
children,  Brian  and  Lisa. 


Earl  Aurandt  is  a  member  of  the 
church  choir,  and  Joan  directors  the 
choir  and  also  teaches  the  young  adult 
Sunday  school  class.  They  have  two 
sons,  Dave  and  Chuck. 

A  family-style  dinner  was  held  in 
the  fellowship  house  following  the  or- 
dination service. 

—  reported  by  Barbara  A.  Hagerich 


Left  to  right,  deacon  and  deaconess  Earl  and  Joan  Aurandt, 
Pastor  Carl  H.  Phillips,  Elder  Robert  Hoffman,  and  deaconess 
and  deacon  Cheryl  and  Gerald  Wysong. 


Walls  Come  Tumblin'  Down 
At  Warsaw  First  Brethren 

Warsaw,  Ind.  —  The  walls  came  a 
tumblin'  down  February  8th  at  the 
Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church. 

Fortunately,  however,  it  wasn't  the 
walls  of  the  church  building  that  came 
down.  It  was  the  walls  of  two  nearby 
buildings  that  the  congregation  had 
purchased  and  which  were  being  torn 
down  to  provide  additional  parking 
space.  (Unlike  the  walls  of  Jericho, 
these  walls  didn't  just  fall  down;  they 
had  to  be  "persuaded"  to  do  so.) 

The  buildings  were  purchased  five 
years  ago  for  much-needed  parking 
space,  but  could  not  be  torn  down  until 
the  mortgage  was  paid  off.  Thanks  to 
the  generosity  of  the  late  Donald 
Dubbs,   who   made   a   bequest  to  the 


church,  the  congregation  was  able  to 
pay  off  the  mortgage  early  and  demoli- 
tion of  the  buildings  could  begin. 

The  site  formerly  occupied  by  the 
buildings  will  add  35  parking  spaces, 


but  according  to  Pastor  Kenneth 
Hunn,  with  current  attendances,  these 
spaces  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  they 
are  completed.  So  the  congregation  is 
still  looking  for  room  for  expansion. 


Demoli- 
tion of 
the  first 
building 
begins. 
The  one 
next  to 
it  was 
soon  re- 
duced to 
rubble  as 
well. 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  tor  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

APRIL  IS  WORLD  RELIEF  MONTH 

Every  month  of  the  year  there  are  people  who  need  help.  But  April 
\W:;  is  a  month  when  we  make  a  special  effort  to  help  people  by  giving  our 
money  to  World  Relief. 

People  need  food,  clean  water,  homes,  tools,  seeds,  medicine,  band- 
ages, blankets,  and  other  things.  But  even  more  than  things,  people  need  to 
know  that  they  are  loved.  Knowing  that  someone  loves  you  may  not  sound  very 
important.  But  think  how  you  would  feel  without  someone  to  love  you  and  care  about 
you. 

Our  gifts  of  money  to  World  Relief  buy  things  people  need.  But  they  also  show  them 
that  we  care  about  whether  they  are  full,  warm,  and  well.  We  don't  just  tell  them  we  love 
them,  we  show  them  we  mean  it. 

It  is  hard  to  be  homeless,  hungry,  sick,  thirsty,  in  prison,  or  without  clothes.  It  is 
scary  and  lonely.  Jesus  wants  us  to  care  for  people  who  are  in  need.  And  when  we  do 
help  them,  Jesus  said  it  is  just  as  if  we  did  it  for  Him. 

You  can  show  your  love  too!  Ask  your  pastor  for  a  World  Relief  cardboard  "crate"  in 
which  to  put  your  sharing  money  during  April.  Every  little  bit  helps.  Did  you  know  that 
$10  can  buy  enough  food  for  a  month  for  a  hungry  child?  It  can  buy  seeds  and  tools  for 
a  farmer  or  clean  water  and  health  training  for  a  mother.  You  can  set  a  goal  and  do 
extra  chores  for  family,  friends,  and  neighbors  to  earn  sharing  money  for  your  "crate." 
Let's  all  be  "good  neighbors"! 


How  Does  a 
"Good  Neighbor"  Act? 

Read  Luke  10:25-37  in  a  New 
International  Version  Bible.  Then  fill 
in  the  missing  letters  in  the  lines 
below,  using  your  Bible  to  help  you. 


HE  TOOK  P 

HE 

WOUNDS. 


ON  HIM. 


D  HIS 


HE  PUT  THE  MAN  ON  HIS  OWN 
N 


HE  TOOK  HIM  TO  AN 


N. 


HE  TOOK  C OF  HIM. 

THE  MAN  WHO  WAS  A  GOOD 
NEIGHBOR  WAS  CALLED  THE 
GOOD  M 


Find  the  Path  to  Get  the 
Supplies  to  Those  Who  Need  Them. 


START  HERE- 
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UPDATE 


Spiritual  Adventure  at  Linwood 
Includes  Visits  by  Special  Guests 


Linwood,  Md.  —  The  Linwood  Breth- 
ren Church  is  accustomed  to  having 
visitors  attend  services  nearly  every 
Sunday,  but  the  congregation  had 
some  special  guests  during  the  past 
two  months. 

On  one  recent  Sunday,  seven  people 
who  had  been  in  the  United  States 
only  a  short  time  attended  Sunday 
school  and  morning  worship.  They  in- 
cluded a  man  and  his  two  young  chil- 
dren (ages  1  and  2V2)  from  Uganda, 
Africa;  a  man  from  Zaire,  Africa,  who 
had  been  in  the  U.S.  for  only  two  days; 
and  a  couple  and  another  young  man 
from  Ethiopia. 

All  seven  of  these  people  were  ref- 
ugees. They  were  being  housed  tempo- 
rarily at  the  Brethren  Service  Center 
in  New  Windsor,  Md.,  just  two  miles 
from  the  Linwood  Church. 

On  another  recent  Sunday  morning, 


the  church  was  visited  by  State  Sena- 
tor Charles  M.  Smelser,  Delegate 
Donald  Elliott,  and  New  Windsor 
Mayor  James  Carlisle. 

All  of  these  visitors  had  been  in- 
vited to  attend  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church  as  part  of  the  congregation's 
Spiritual  Adventure  "To  Bring 
Christ's  Hope  to  Our  Nation."  The 
congregation  had  thought  about  invit- 
ing President  and  Mrs.  George  Bush, 
but  then  decided  to  go  with  local 
politicians  instead.  The  refugees  were 
invited  because  one  of  the  disciplines 
during  the  "adventure"  was  to  find  a 
face  among  the  faceless  millions  of  our 
nation. 

During  the  Spiritual  Adventure, 
which  began  on  February  11  and  will 
conclude  on  Easter  Sunday,  members 
of  the  Linwood  Church  have  also 
signed     "Declarations     of     Spiritual 


West    Alexandria,    Ohio   — 

Two  couples  —  (I.  to  r.)  James 
and  Marilyn  Gibbs  and  Erin 
and  Mark  Weimer  —  were  or- 
dained deacons  and  deacon- 
esses Sunday,  March  25,  at  the 
West  Alexandria  First  Breth- 
ren Church.  Rev.  David  S. 
Oligee,  pastor  of  the  West 
Alexandria  Church,  conducted 
the  ordination  at  the  close  of 
the  morning  worship  service.  A 
carry-in  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
new  deacons  and  deaconesses 
was  held  following  the  service, 
which  was  attended  by  many 
family  members  and  friends  of 
the  two  couples. 

—  report  and  photo  by  Luella  Painter 


Independence"  (in  response  to  the  pas- 
tor's message  on  "The  Seven  Deadly 
Sins  of  Our  Nation,"  and  have  filled  in 
worship  evaluation  forms  each  week. 
According  to  Pastor  Bob  Keplinger, 
the  "Adventure"  has  been  a  most  in- 
teresting experience.  Materials  are 
supplied  by  "Chapel  of  the  Air"  of 
Wheaton,  111.  He  also  notes  that  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  if  other 
Brethren  churches  were  involved  in 
this  "Adventure." 


Logans  at  Pleasant  Hill 
For  Missions  Conference 

Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio  —  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries Mark  and  Chantal  Logan 
were  the  guest  speakers  at  the  sixth 
annual  missions  conference,  held 
March  3-4  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Breth- 
ren Church. 

The  conference,  which  had  as  its 
theme,  "Till  the  Whole  World  Knows," 
got  underway  on  Saturday  morning, 
March  3,  with  a  Men's  and  Boys' 
Breakfast,  at  which  Mark  Logan  was 
the  speaker. 

This  was  followed  shortly  thereafter 
by  a  Ladies'  and  Girls'  Luncheon,  with 
Chantal  Logan  bringing  the  message 
and  Mary  Landis  presenting  special 
music. 

During  the  Sunday  school  hour  the 
following  morning,  Mark  and  Chantal 
teamed  up  to  answer  questions  about 
their  work  in  Colombia,  South  Ameri- 
ca, put  to  them  by  the  adult  Sunday 
school  classes. 

In  the  morning  worship  service, 
Mark  Logan  again  brought  a  message. 
At  the  conclusion  of  this  service,  Faith 
Promise  cards  were  received.  Approxi- 
mately $17,000  was  promised  for  mis- 
sions during  the  coming  year.  A  carry- 
in  dinner  concluded  the  conference. 
—  reported  by  Betty  J.  Shellenberger 


Pontius'  Puddle 


NOTHING-  LIKE  A 
GOOD  tf  AlN  TO 

nv&xe:  one  f  fhu 

ALL  IS  RlGrHT 
WITH  THE  WORLD. 


I  SOPPOSE.  ONLESS  YOO THINK 
OF  RAIN  AS  OOD  WEEPING, 
EACK  DROP  REPRESENT  ING- 
ONE  CHILD  GrONE  UNPED,  OME 
PRISONER  LEPT  ONVlSlTED, 
ONE  HOMELESS  INDIVIDOAL 
ABANDONED !U 


NOTHlNCr  LIKE  A 
6rOOD  RA\N  TO 
DEPRESS  THE!    , 
SOCKS  oep  yoo  1 
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From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 


June  3,  1990,  has  been  designated 
Ministry    Recruitment   Sunday   by 

the  Leadership  Commission  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  Pastors,  Sunday 
school  teachers,  BYC  advisors,  and 
other  church  leaders  are  encouraged 
to  emphasize  God's  call  to  vocational 
ministry  on  that  Sunday  (perhaps  in 
conjunction  with  the  honoring  of 
graduates). 

Rev.  Hays  Logan,  former  pastor  of 
the  Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren  Church, 
on  Sunday,  January  14,  presented  a 
number  of  books  to  the  Linwood 
Church  and  parsonage  library.  In- 
cluded were  15  books  on  Brethren  his- 
tory and  doctrine  and  two  non-Breth- 
ren books  dealing  with  the  Commun- 
ion service. 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Falls  City,  Nebr.,  hosted  five  area 
churches  February  23  for  a  singspira- 
tion.  In  addition  to  group  singing,  a 
number  of  solos,  duets,  and  choir  num- 
bers were  presented.  A  total  of  110 
people  attended  from  the  First 
Methodist,  Immanuel  Methodist, 
Bethel  Methodist,  Grace  Baptist,  Bible 
Fellowship,  and  First  Brethren 
churches.  A  time  of  fellowship  fol- 
lowed the  singspiration,  with  refresh- 
ments served  by  the  Brethren  ladies. 

Six   Indiana   Brethren  churches 

held  joint  Lenten  services  on  Sunday 
evenings  from  February  25  through 
April  1.  The  six  churches  —  Peru, 
Mexico,  Center  Chapel,  Denver,  Loree, 
and  Corinth  —  each  took  a  turn  host- 
ing the  service,  and  each  pastor  pre- 
sented one  of  the  messages. 

The  Old  Gym  on  the  Ashland  Uni- 
versity Campus  was  torn  down  during 
the  week  of  March  18  through  24. 
Various  ways  of  using  the  old  building 
had  been  considered,  but  according  to 
AU  President  Joseph  Shultz,  the  AU 
trustees  found  that  it  would  be  too  ex- 
pensive to  bring  the  building  up  to 
code. 

Dan  Battle,  husband  of  Susan 
(Byler)  Battle  and  son-in-law  of 
former  Brethren  Missionaries  Rob  and 


Jane  Byler,  died  March  21,  1990,  in 
Florida.  Dan  and  Susan  were  serving 
with  TEAM  Missions  in  Madrid, 
Spain.  In  addition,  Jane  Byler  re- 
cently suffered  another  stroke.  Prayer 
is  requested  for  the  family.  The  Bylers 
live  at  Missionary  Village,  156  Ave.  B 
1200  Aurora  Ave.,  Bradenton,  FL 
34302.  Susan's  address  is  P.O.  Box 
969,  Wheaton,  IL  61089-0969. 

Playing  the  Parables  of  Jesus  is 

the  title  of  a  recent  publication  from 
Brethren  House  Ministries  in  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, Fla.  The  book  is  for  teachers 
of  upper  elementary  and  middle  school 
children,  to  involve  them  in  acting  out 
several  of  the  parables  of  Jesus.  In 


addition  to  describing  how  to  plan, 
play,  and  discuss  the  parables,  the 
book  suggests  26  creative  activities  to 
complement  the  learning  sessions. 
Single  copies  of  the  book  are  $7.00, 
which  includes  postage  and  handling. 

The  Boycott  of  Clorox  and  Mennon 

products,  requested  by  Christian  Lead- 
ers for  Responsible  Television  (CleaR- 
TV)  and  endorsed  by  the  Brethren  So- 
cial Responsibilites  Commission, 
seems  to  be  working.  Merrill  Lynch 
reduced  its  estimate  of  earnings  for 
Clorox,  saying  that  ".  .  .  Clorox's  base 
business  has  slowed  substantially." 
And  Clorox  officials  recently  re- 
quested CLeaR-TV  to  end  the  boycott. 


In  Memory 

Floyd  Kraft,  82,  March  19.  Member  for  26 
years  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  served  several  years  as  a 
trustee  and  was  a  member  of  the  Laymen's 
Organization.  Services  by  Pastor  Lynn 
Mercer. 

Helen  Guenther,  87,  March  17.  Longtime 
member  of  The  Brethren  Church  at  New 
Lebanon.  Services  by  Pastor  Robert  Dillard 
and  Rev.  Percy  Miller. 
Amy  E.  Allred,  96,  March  13.  Member 
since  1928  of  the  Huntington  First  Breth- 
ren Church  and  honorary  member  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Services  by 
Pastor  Duane  Dickson  and  Rev.  Herbert 
Gilmer. 

Don  (Pete)  Brookins,  56,  March  10.  Mem- 
ber of  the  North  Manchester  First  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Marlin 
McCann. 

Gerald  L.  Peck,  50,  March  9.  Member 
since  his  youth  of  the  Falls  City  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Curt 
Nies. 

Keith  White,  44,  March  7.  Member  and 
trustee  of  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  George  Brown. 
Florence  Meller,  82,  March  6.  Member  for 
75  years  of  the  South  Bend  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  she  was  active  in  the 
W.M.S.  Services  by  Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling. 
Mrs.  Orpha  Murray,  93,  March  6.  Mem- 
ber since  1928  and  oldest  member  at  the 
time  of  her  death  of  the  Columbus  First 
Brethren  Church.  She  was  the  widow  of 
Rev.  D.R.  Murray  (died  1984),  who  pas- 
tored  the  Columbus  Church  from  1930-76. 
She  served  the  church  as  Sunday  school 
teacher  and  superintendent,  song  leader, 
officer  and  moving  force  in  the  W.M.S.,  and 
co-directed  with  her  husband  VBS  for  more 
than  40  years.  Services  by  Pastor  Richard 
Morris  and  Rev.  Chester  Harley. 
Oscar  A.  Conrad,  69,  March  3.  Member 
for  57  years  and  deacon  for  the  past  34 
years  of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Bill  Brady  and  Rev. 
Bright  Hanna. 

Jesse  Gregg,  88,  March  1.  Member  of  the 
Bryan  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Mark  Britton. 


Lodema  Fasig,  104,  February  27.  Oldest 
member  at  the  time  of  her  death  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Arden  Gilmer. 
Max  Bush,  70,  February  25.  Member  of 
the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Marlin 
McCann  and  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel. 
Clyde  S.  Murray,  87,  February  24.  Char- 
ter member  of  the  Jefferson  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  used  his  gift  for  making 
beautiful  furniture  to  construct  the  pulpit 
and  Communion  table  for  the  sanctuary. 
Services  by  Pastor  Kerry  L.  Scott. 
Clarence  Westafer,  78,  February  21. 
Member  of  the  North  Manchester  First 
Brethren  Church.  Memorial  service  at 
North  Manchester  by  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel 
and  Pastor  Marlin  McCann. 
Ella  Noyes  Fouth,  86,  February  16. 
Longtime  member  of  the  Falls  City  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  she  was  active  in 
her  earlier  years  as  Sunday  school  teacher, 
in  vacation  Bible  school,  and  as  a  W.M.S. 
member.  Services  by  Pastor  Curt  Nies. 
Elma  Jane  Keppler,  71,  January  12. 
Member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Carl  Phillips. 
Raymond  H.  Ernst,  74,  January  6.  Mem- 
ber of  the  North  Georgetown  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  William  Walk. 

Goldenaires 

George  and  Inez  Miller,  50th,  March  16. 
Members  of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Harold    and    Ruby    Holsopple,    50th, 
March  3.  Members  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church. 

Arden  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ayres,  50th, 
February  24.  Members  of  the  North  Man- 
chester First  Brethren  Church. 
Jacob  and  Kathryn  Cripe,  65th,  Feb- 
ruary 12.  Members  of  the  Jefferson  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Corinth:  13  by  baptism 

Trinity:  6  by  baptism 

New  Lebanon:  2  by  transfer 

Pleasant  View:  2  by  baptism 

W.  Alexandria:  10  by  baptism,  10  by  trans. 
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BRETHREN  BOOKS  AND  TRACTS 

Available  from 
The  Brethren  Church  National  Office 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  history  and  doctrines  of  The  Brethren  Church,  or  if  you  want  to 
share  information  about  our  church  with  others,  the  Brethren  Church  National  Office  has  several  publications 
available  to  help  you.  Following  is  a  price  list  with  a  brief  description  of  each  publication. 


BOOKS 

Meet  the  Brethren,  Donald  F.  Durnbaugh  editor,  120  pp., 
$2.95. 

A  chapter  on  Brethren  history  from  1708  to  1883  fol- 
lowed by  chapters  describing  each  of  the  five  Brethren 
bodies  (Church  of  the  Brethren,  Grace  Brethren,  The 
Brethren  Church,  Dunkard  Brethren,  Old  German  Baptist 
Brethren). 

History  of  The  Brethren  Church,  by  Albert  T.  Ronk,  524 
pp.,  $5.00. 

A  thorough  study  of  the  background  and  history  of  the 
life,  thought,  and  mission  of  The  Brethren  Church  from  its 
beginnings  to  1968. 

History  of  Brethren  Missionary  Movements,  by  Albert 
T.  Ronk,  152  pp.,  $1.50. 

A  study  of  Brethren  missions  from  the  colonial  period  to 
recent  years. 

Our  Church  Guidebook,  by  Albert  T.  Ronk,  155  pp.,  $.75. 

A  handbook  describing  the  responsibilities  of  the  various 

officers,  boards,  and  committees  of  a  local  Brethren  church. 

A  Search  for  Truth,  by  Albert  T.  Ronk,  175  pp.,  $.75. 

The  autobiography  of  one  of  The  Brethren  Church's  lead- 
ing historians,  chronicling  his  80-year  search  and  what  he 
discovered. 

Christian    Doctrine    —    Lectures    and    Sermons,    by 

J.  Allen  Miller,  346  pp.,  $1.75. 

A  posthumous  publication  of  lectures  and  sermons  by 
this  Brethren  scholar  and  former  president  of  Ashland  Col- 
lege and  dean  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

The  Brethren  Pastor's  Handbook,  122  pp.,  $3.00. 

A  quidebook  for  pastors  that  includes  orders  and  forms 
for  various  services  and  activities  in  the  church. 


TRACTS 

The  Brethren  Church,  $.15  each;  $7.00  per  hundred. 

A  tract  that  gives  a  brief  introduction  to  the  history, 
lifestyle,  ministry,  and  faith  of  The  Brethren  Church.  Suit- 
able for  giving  to  visitors  or  to  use  in  visitation.  (Imprint- 
ing available). 

The  Brethren  Church,  by  Albert  T.  Ronk,  16  pp.,  10  cents 
each;  85  cents  per  dozen;  $6.50  per  hundred. 

"A  brief  treatise  on  the  teachings,  beliefs  and  practices  of 
the  Brethren." 

The  Office  and  Duties  of  Deacons  and  Deaconesses,  by 

John  F.  Locke,  30  cents  a  dozen;  $2.00  per  hundred. 

A  tract  prepared  for  new  deacons  and  deaconesses  to  ex- 
plain their  position  and  responsibilities. 
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Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Every  Day 


HAVE  YOU  HEARD  the  story 
about  the  handful  of  rice?  It's 
about  the  Burmese  Christians  who 
found  a  simple  yet  effective  way  to 
support  cross-cultural  missionaries 
while  living  within  a  poverty-level 
budget. 

Every  day  each  family  would  set 
aside  a  handful  of  rice  and,  at  the 
same  time,  pray  for  the  people 
being  targeted  for  missionary  out- 
reach. Then  once  a  month  all  the 
families  would  pool  their  rice  and 
sell  it,  and  use  that  money  to  send 
missionaries  to  unreached  tribes. 

This  story  became  well-known  in 
missions  circles.  It  even  sparked  a 
prayer  and  giving  movement  in  the 
United  States  through  the  U.S. 
Center  for  World  Mission.  Chris- 
tians were  urged  to  set  aside  their 
loose  change  every  day,  then  give 
that  money  for  missions  and  pray 
for  people  yet  unreached  by  the 
gospel. 

Making  ministry  a  habit 

In  both  cases  —  in  Burma  as 
well  as  in  the  U.S.  —  the  key  ele- 
ment was  every  day.  Every  day 
individual  Christians  were  giving 
and  praying  for  mission  outreach. 
Such  consistency  led  them  down 
the  road  to  becoming  effective 
"World  Christians."  Ministry  in  be- 
half of  Christless  people  groups  be- 
came a  habit,  not  hit-or-miss. 

I  don't  know  about  you,  but  it's 
hard  for  me  to  do  anything  every 
day.  Why  is  it  so  hard  to  be  consis- 
tent? 

Maybe     our    busy     schedules 


dominate  us.  We  rush  from  one 
task  or  commitment  to  another, 
and  our  supposedly  important 
daily  disciplines  get  swept  away  by 
each  day's  work  and  by  family 
"emergencies." 

Or  perhaps  we  overreact  against 
a  daily  regimen  because  it  sounds 
too  legalistic.  We  know  that  miss- 
ing a  day's  devotions  won't  send  us 
to  hell.  Besides,  who  wants  to  go 
on  a  guilt  trip  for  breaking  the 
daily  routine? 

We  want  no  ties 

And  sometimes  we  don't  want  to 
be  tied  down  by  anything  or  to 
anyone.  We  live  in  a  culture  that 
puts  a  high  priority  on  immediate 
self-gratification.  We  are  willing  to 
do  certain  things  when  we  feel  like 
it,  but  on  those  frequent  days 
when  we  don't,  we  put  them  off. 

Unfortunately,  the  "let-it-slide" 
attitude  seriously  hinders  our 
Christian  growth.  Even  secular  ex- 
perts recognize  the  value  of  dis- 
cipline and  consistency  for  success. 

A  college  journalism  professor 
told  me  that  the  difference  be- 
tween a  professional  writer  and  an 
amateur  is  that  the  professional 
writes  every  day,  whether  he  feels 
like  it  or  not.  Good  athletes  work 
out  every  day.  Skilled  musicians 
rehearse  every  day.  Good  students 
study  every  day. 

Feelings  aren't  everything,  of 
course.  But  it's  interesting  that  the 
times  I've  felt  closest  to  God  have 
been  when  I've  been  involved  in 
daily  spiritual  disciplines  with  fel- 


low Christians.  I  think  of  the  cell 
group  in  Illinois,  where  we  agreed 
to  pray  for  each  other  every  day; 
and  a  prayer  group  in  Lima,  Peru, 
which  met  every  morning  at  6:30. 
Knowing  that,  I  still  tend  to 
resist  those  structures  that  might 
constrict  my  "Christian  freedom." 
But  usually  that's  because  I'm  con- 
fusing my  own  selfish  desires  with 
God's  will. 

A  let-it-slide  attitude 

seriously  hinders  our 

Christian  growth, 

I  suppose  we  each  have  need  for 
different  disciplines:  A  friend 
decided  not  to  read  the  morning 
newspaper  until  after  he  read  his 
Bible.  For  others  it  could  be  pray- 
ing every  day  for  a  missionary,  or 
controlling  one's  tongue  on  a  daily 
basis.  We  will  fail  some  days,  but 
that  doesn't  discount  the  value  of 
the  effort  in  God's  strength. 

Recently  my  wife  and  I  received 
one  of  those  mass-mailing  newslet- 
ters from  friends  in  Southern 
California.  Such  letters  can  seem 
fairly  impersonal,  so  I  quickly 
looked  at  the  bottom  of  the  page 
for  a  handwritten  note. 

There,  in  small  black  script, 
were  the  words,  "I  pray  for  you 
daily."  That  was  all.  Nothing  else. 
Just  five  simple  words.  But  some- 
thing about  that  message  got  to 
me.  We  hadn't  seen  Marjorie 
Chandler  in  almost  three  years, 
but  here  she  was,  praying  for  us 
every  day. 

I  remember  as  a  small  boy  being 
ushered  to  my  room  for  a  lesson  in 
bed-making.  Lesson  finished,  my 
mother  said,  "You  must  do  it  every 
day." 

The  interminable  task 

The  reality  of  this  interminable 
task  settled  over  me  like  a  dark 
cloud.  "Will  I  have  to  do  this  every 
day  .  .  .  for  the  rest  of  my  life?"  I 
asked,  barely  able  to  get  the  last 
words  out.  Mom  gravely  shook  her 
head  yes. 

I  guess  some  things  in  life  just 
require  one's  daily  attention.  And 
prayer  —  more  than  bed-making 
—  is  one  of  them.  As  Christ  said, 
"If  anyone  would  come  after  me,  he 
must  deny  himself  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily  and  follow  me."         [f] 
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What's 
Special 
About 
This 
Issue  of 


Editor  Dick  Winfield  at  the  computer  on  which  the  desktop  publishing  program 
operates.  The  laser  printer  that  prints  out  the  copy  is  behind  him. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist? 


By  Richard  C.  Winfield, 
Editor 

THIS  ISSUE  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  is  special  for  two 
reasons. 

First,  in  so  far  as  possible,  a  copy 
is  being  sent  to  every  Brethren 
home.  Two  means  are  being  used 
to  accomplish  this. 

1.  A  copy  is  being  sent  to 
everyone  on  the  National  Office 
address  list,  rather  than  just  to 
those  coded  to  receive  the  EVAN- 
GELIST, as  would  normally  be  the 
case.  This  means  that  people  who 
receive  other  publications  (Mis- 
sionary Board  Insight,  the  W.M.S. 
Outlook  Newsletter,  etc.),  but  who 
do  not  receive  the  EVANGELIST  will 
receive  this  issue.  So  if  you  are 
not  accustomed  to  receiving  the 
Evangelist,  that  explains  why  you 
received  this  copy  in  the  mail. 

2.  Because  this  would  still  not 
get  the  magazine  into  every 
Brethren  home  (since  not  everyone 
is  on  our  mailing  list),  copies  are 
also  being  sent  to  local  churches  to 
be  distributed  to  those  who  do  not 
receive  a  copy  in  the  mail. 

Why  is  this  being  done? 

This  is  being  done  to  implement 
a  decision  made  by  the  General 
Conference   Executive   Council 


(GCEC)  at  its  December  1,  1989, 
meeting.  In  that  meeting,  held  im- 
mediately following  the  denomina- 
tional planning  retreat,  GCEC 
members  were  discussing  ways  to 
implement  some  of  the  goals  and 
priorities  set  at  the  retreat. 

Discussion  of  one  of  these 
priorities  —  a  unified  vision  in  the 
church  —  focused  on  the  denomi- 
national Mission  Statement  as  a 
means  of  creating  that  unified 
vision  and  on  the  EVANGELIST  as  a 
means  of  communicating  that 
vision  to  the  church. 

Out  of  this  discussion  came  the 
decision  to  take  several  specific  ac- 
tions, among  them  (a)  requesting 
Brethren  pastors  to  preach  a  series 
of  sermons  on  the  denominational 
Mission  Statement  during  May; 
and  (b)  sending  a  copy  of  the  May 
Evangelist  to  every  Brethren 
home.  Along  with  this,  Rev.  Ken- 
neth Sullivan,  last  year's  General 
Conference  moderator,  was  asked 
to  write  an  introductory  article 
about  the  Mission  Statement  for 
the  May  issue.  (His  article  appears 
on  the  following  two  pages.) 

General  Conference  has  on 
several  occasions  supported  the 
goal  of  having  every  Brethren 
home  receive  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist. It  is  the  desire  of  GCEC  to 
see  this  goal  eventually  realized.  It 


is  not  yet  attainable,  but  sending  a 
copy  of  this  issue  to  every  home  is 
a  step  in  that  direction. 

What's  the  second  reason? 

But  I  said  that  this  issue  of  the 
Evangelist  is  special  for  two 
reasons.    So  what's  the  second? 

The  second  reason  is  because 
this  is  the  first  issue  of  our 
denomination  magazine  to  be  done 
on  the  National  Office's  newly  ac- 
quired desktop  publishing  system. 
This  means  that  the  typesetting 
and  page  layouts  were  done  on  a 
computer  rather  than  on  a  special- 
ized typesetting  machine. 

This  was  the  process:  Articles 
were  typed  on  office  computers  and 
saved  on  disks.  I  then  copied  the 
articles  on  these  disks  into  the 
computer  containing  the  desktop 
publishing  program  (Xerox  Ven- 
tura Publisher).  (I  also  wrote  some 
of  the  articles  —  including  this  one 
—  right  on  this  computer.) 

Using  the  desktop  publishing 
program,  the  articles  were  then 
put  into  page  format  —  using 
various  sizes  of  type  and  inserting 
lines,  boxes,  and  other  graphics  as 
desired.  These  pages  were  then 
printed  on  a  laser  printer,  which 
produced  the  camera-ready  copy 
that  went  to  the  print  shop. 

(continued  on  page  1 7) 
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Setting  Direction 

for 

The  Brethren  Church 

Kenneth  Sullivan  explains  the  purpose  of  the  Brethren  Mission  Statement 
and  reviews  the  process  by  which  it  was  developed. 


A  NEWLY-HIRED  traveling 
salesman  wrote  his  first  report 
to  the  home  office.  It  stunned  the 
executives  in  the  sales  department 
because  it  was  obvious  that  the 
new  help  was  functionally  il- 
literate. This  is  what  he  wrote: 

I  seen  this  outfit  which  they 
never  bought  a  dimes  worth  of 
nothing  from  us  and  I  sole  them 
some  goods.  I  am  now  going  to 
Chicawgo. 

Before  the  services  of  the  ig- 
norant man  could  be  terminated 
by  the  sales  manager,  this  letter 
came  from  Chicago: 

I  cum  here  and  sold  them  haff  a 
millyon. 

Fearful  if  he  did  and  afraid  if  he 
didn't  fire  the  man,  the  sales 
manager  dumped  the  problem  into 
the  lap  of  the  president.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  the  executives  and 
office  personnel  were  amazed  to 
see  a  memo  from  the  president 
posted  on  the  bulletin  board  along 
with  the  two  letters  written  by  the 
ignorant  salesman.  The  memo 
read  this  way: 

We've  ben  spendin  two  much 
time  tryin'  to  spel  instead  of  tryin 
to  sel.  Let's  watch  those  sails.  I 
want  everbody  should  read  these 
letters  from  Gootch  who  is  on  the 
rode  doin'  a  great  job  for  us  and 
you  should  go  out  and  do  like  he 
done. 

Churches  can  be  like  the  sales 
people  above  —  so  preoccupied 
with  the  mechanics  of  operation 
that  all  purpose  is  lost  in  running 
the  machinery. 

Rev.  Sullivan  is  pastor  of  the  Mill- 
edgeville,  III.,  Brethren  Church  and 
served  as  the  1988-89  General  Con- 
ference Moderator.  He  was  requested  to 
write  this  article  by  the  General  Con- 
ference Executive  Council. 


A  Brethren  seminary  professor 
once  said,  "We  need  to  know  where 
we  are  going,  what  is  needed  to  get 
there,  and  how  to  know  when  we 
have  arrived."  Someone  else  has 
said,  "Ours  is  a  world  where  people 
don't  know  what  they  want  and 
are  willing  to  go  through  hell  to 
get  it." 

It  is  easy  to  get  trapped  by 
familiar  paths  and  thereby  ignore 
new  roads  of  opportunity.  Even- 
tually each  of  us,  including  The 
Brethren  Church,  must  choose  a 
standard  by  which  we  determine 
what  deserves  attention  and  why 
it  does  so.  Paul  wrote,  "...  I  press 
on  toward  the  goal  for  the  prize  of 
the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus"  (Phil.  3:14,  NASB). 

God  has  a  purpose  for  our 
denomination.  Yet,  how  obvious  is 
His  purpose  for  The  Brethren 
Church?  That  question  was  posed 
to  the  General  Conference  Execu- 
tive Council  following  the  1988 
General  Conference.  We  had  just 
implemented  the  reorganization  of 
the  national  structure  and  had 
begun  the  search  for  a  person  to 
serve  in  the  position  of  Director  of 
Brethren  Church  Ministries 
(DBCM).  With  the  consolidation  of 
the  cooperating  boards  (except  the 
Missionary  Board),  we  now  had 
the  ability  as  a  denomination  to 
marshal  our  corporate  efforts  and 
channel  all  our  energies  in  a  single 
direction. 

A  plan  for  our  church 

Across  the  brotherhood  a  convic- 
tion was  growing  that  God  still  has 
a  purpose  and  plan  for  our  church. 
No  one  wanted  to  become  bogged 
down  in  the  unimportant  and 
mundane  activities  that  had  often 
marked  our  past.  We  could  not 
continue  business   as  usual.   We 


needed  some  guiding  principle  —  a 
mission  statement  —  that  could 
serve  as  a  catalyst  for  providing 
direction  for  our  denomination. 

In  October  1988  the  General 
Conference  Executive  Council 
(GCEC)  was  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  writing  such  a 
mission  statement  for  The 
Brethren  Church.  This  statement 
was  to  reflect  the  thinking  of  the 
current  GCEC  leadership  and  its 
perception  of  the  denomination.  It 
was  to  be  used  as  a  guide  for  the 
establishment  of  future  ministries 
of  The  Brethren  Church. 

A  prolonged  process 

The  Mission  Statement  did  not 
come  easily  or  quickly.  It  under- 
went review  and  revision  at  every 
session  of  GCEC.  The  process  was 
begun  by  requesting  GCEC  mem- 
bers to  give  advance,  prayerful 
thought  to  the  scriptural  basis  that 
underscores  our  uniqueness  as 
Brethren.  Then  a  list  of  strengths, 
both  general  and  specific,  that 
characterize  our  denomination 
were  considered.  Simultaneously, 
thought  was  given  to  what  "the 
church"  should  be  at  this  point  in 
history.  This  process  served  as  the 
preparation  for  and  the  basis  of 
writing  the  Mission  Statement  as 
well  as  delineating  the  various 
commissions  needed  in  order  to 
fulfill  the  purpose  of  The  Brethren 
Church. 

The  whole  process  involved 
honest  and  forthright  sharing  by 
each  member  of  GCEC.  From 
these  sessions  a  new  appreciation 
developed  among  GCEC  members 
of  each  person's  commitment  to 
the  church  and  to  the  Lord. 

By  May  of  1989  the  statement 
was  complete.  The  commissions 
were   divided   into  their  major 
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"GCEC  hopes  that  the  denominational  Mission  Statement  can  serve  as  a 
tool  which  local  congregations  can  use  in  establishing  direction  for 
their  ministries.  .  .  .  Thus  the  Mission  Statement  will  provide  a  means 
by  which  all  of  us  can  be  pointed  in  a  single  direction. " 


categories  of  Nurture  and  Out- 
reach; the  new  DBCM  (Ron 
Waters)  had  been  hired;  GCEC 
responsibilities  were  divided  under 
the  categories  of  conference  com- 
mittees, ministries,  and  services; 
and  the  Moderator-Track  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  personnel 
committee  for  those  employed  by 
GCEC. 

The  Brethren  Mission  Statement 
in  the  box  below  has  become  the 
deciding  factor  in  all  that  we  do  as 
a  denomination  with  regard  to 
ministry  and  outreach: 


Mission  Statement  reflects  our 
current  understanding  of  God's 
direction  for  our  church.  It  is  open 
to  review  as  needed.  While  the 
Great  Commission  is  a  biblical  ab- 
solute, our  Brethren  Mission 
Statement  can  only  represent  our 
understanding  of  how  God's  call  to 
ministry  is  to  be  obeyed  and  ap- 
plied at  this  moment.  As  time  and 
needs  change,  so  must  our  ap- 
proach to  ministry,  and  so  must 
our  statement  of  mission. 

With   most  of  the   transition 
phase  complete  by  August  of  1989, 


Brethren  Mission  Statement 

The  Brethren  Church  is  a  priesthood  of  believers  steadfast  in 
commitment  to  its  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  and  obedient 
to  the  New  Testament  as  the  guide  for  faith  and  practice.  The 
purpose  of  The  Brethren  Church,  therefore,  is  to  worship  the 
triune  God,  live  as  obedient  disciples  of  the  risen  Christ,  nur- 
ture the  growth  of  believers  to  Christian  maturity,  evangelize 
the  lost,  and  minister  to  human  needs.  Brethren  seek  to  be 
channels  of  God's  love  by  being  a  compassionate  community 
of  His  ambassadors.  To  live  the  Truth  as  covenantal  disciples 
of  Christ,  Brethren  desire  to  love  and  serve  all  people  as 
neighbors  and  friends. 


This  statement  emphasizes  who 
we  are  and  our  specific  calling  in 
ministry.  It  stresses  each  Brethren 
person's  role  as  a  priest  for  the 
church  and  for  an  unbelieving 
world.  It  points  to  our  hermeneuti- 
cal  understanding  of  the  role  of 
scripture  as  our  guide  for  faith  and 
practice.  It  focuses  our  attention 
on  the  importance  of  worship, 
obedience,  discipleship,  outreach, 
and  meeting  human  need  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  God's  covenantal 
community.  It  offers  love  and  ser- 
vice as  means  by  which  human  na- 
ture can  be  changed. 

Flexible  aids  to  our  work 

It  should  be  noted  that  neither 
the  Mission  Statement  nor  the  cur- 
rent commission  structure  is  to  be 
understood  as  permanent.  Rather 
they  are  both  meant  to  be  flexible 
aids  to  the  work  of  our  church.  The 


GCEC  planned  a  retreat  for 
November  27-29  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  a  five-year  denomina- 
tional plan.  This  retreat  was  to 
include  both  pastoral  and  lay 
leadership  from  all  the  churches. 
Using  the  Mission  Statement  in 
conjunction  with  an  understanding 
of  the  new  structure,  participants 
helped  put  in  practical  format  the 
hopes  and  dreams  of  our  church 
for  the  years  to  come.  GCEC  is 
currently  using  the  results  of  that 
retreat  to  help  set  the  direction  for 
our  denomination's  future. 

GCEC  hopes  that  the  denomina- 
tional Mission  Statement  can 
serve  as  a  tool  which  local  con- 
gregations can  use  in  establishing 
direction  for  their  ministries.  Each 
local  church  is  encouraged  to  go 
through  the  process  of  developing 
a  mission  statement  that  is 
suitable  for  its  unique  situation 


and  which  is  in  harmony  with  the 
national  Statement.  Thus  the  Mis- 
sion Statement  will  provide  a 
means  by  which  all  of  us  can  be 
pointed  in  a  single  direction. 

Paul  wrote  to  the  Christians  at 
Corinth:  "I  resolved  to  know  noth- 
ing while  I  was  with  you  except 
Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified." 
(I  Cor.  2:2,  NASB).  He  did  not  mean 
that  the  only  thing  he  talked  about 
was  the  cross.  He  meant  that  he 
set  aside  everything  that  would 
deter  him  from  his  purpose  and  he 
single-mindedly  gave  himself  to 
the  propagation  of  the  message  of 
the  gospel. 

Single-minded  for  the  Lord 

This  is  why  our  denomination 
has  written  its  own  Mission  State- 
ment. We  want  to  achieve  that 
single-mindedness  necessary  to  get 
the  Lord's  work  done.  We  want  to 
make  sure  that  we  do  not  become 
entangled  in  the  unnecessary,  the 
insignificant,  or  the  unimportant. 

Our  destiny  with  God  is  directly 
tied  to  how  clearly  we  perceive  His 
will  for  us.  If  we  have  a  clear 
vision,  a  well-articulated  goal,  if 
"We  know  where  we  are  going, 
what  is  needed  to  get  there,  and 
how  to  know  when  we  have  ar- 
rived," then  the  most  difficult  part 
of  our  work  is  done. 

Every  Brethren  pastor  has  been 
requested  to  present  a  series  of 
sermons  this  month  on  our  Mis- 
sion Statement.  This  request  grew 
out  of  the  denominational  plan- 
ning retreat,  and  its  purpose  is  to 
help  every  Brethren  person  under- 
stand our  calling  as  a  denomina- 
tion. 

Please  pray  for  The  Brethren 
Church  as  we  seek  to  be  obedient 
to  God's  will  for  our  church.  We 
want  to  be  responsible  and  obedi- 
ent to  those  priorities  that  God  has 
placed  before  us.  It  is  our  prayer 
that  we  will  be  of  one  mind,  single 
in  purpose,  and  empowered  by  His 
Spirit  as  we  fulfill  God's  destiny 
for  The  Brethren  Church.  [f] 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Text:  John  15:15-20 


Be  Authentic  Disciples: 
Serve  Me 

The  third  of  four  articles  by  Moderator  Mary  Ellen  Drushal  on  the 
1990  General  Conference  theme.* 


AS  A  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR, 
I  have  become  a  people- 
watcher.  I  delight  in  watching 
people  in  airports;  I  enjoy  listening 
to  their  conversations  in  line  at  the 
grocery  store;  I  receive  pleasure 
from  observing  their  behavior  in 
restaurants. 

On  one  such  occasion  I  witnessed 
the  following  episode: 

A  young  family  seated  at  the 
table  across  the  aisle  from  me  in  a 
restaurant  was  considering  the 
menu  choices.  When  the  waitress 
arrived,  she  began  recording  their 
requests  on  her  pad.  When  she  got 
to  the  youngest  member  of  the 
family,  she  said,  "And  you,  sir, 
what  is  your  order?"  The  little  boy 
looked  up  at  her,  moved  closer  to 
his  mother  and  whispered  to  her, 
"Mom,  she  thinks  I'm  real!" 

That  statement  reveals  a  lot 
about  how  that  child  felt  in  the 
family.  But  I  want  us  to  focus  on 
the  attitude  of  the  waitress.  She 
had  obviously  been  trained  to 
serve  all  her  customers  with  cour- 
tesy, respect,  and  dignity,  no  mat- 
ter their  age,  gender,  race,  or 
national  origin. 

This  waitress  is  a  21st-century 
example  of  the  kind  of  servant  an 
authentic  disciple  of  Christ  should 
be:  one  who  serves  others  no  mat- 
ter their  station  in  life,  be  they 
homeless,  sick,  lost,  an  enemy,  or 
bereaved. 

Disciples  are  Jesus'  friends 

In  John  15:14—16,  Jesus  was 
talking  to  His  disciples,  who 
traveled  with  Him  and  observed 
all  that  He  did.  He  called  them 
"My  friends"  —  not  slaves  or  ser- 

*The  first  article  appeared  on  page  11 
of  the  November  1989  EVANGELIST,  and 
the  second  on  page  11  of  the  January 
1990  issue. 


vants  who  had  worked  for  Him  in 
ministry,  but  friends  to  whom  He 
had  revealed  everything.  He 
reminded  them,  "You  did  not 
choose  Me,  but  I  chose  you  ..." 
(John  15:16**).  He  was  about  to 
leave  them  with  the  responsibility 
of  caring  for  His  earthly  kingdom. 
Those  disciples  were  to  be 
stewards  on  earth,  bearing  fruit 
for  the  eternal  kingdom  to  come. 

Love  expressed  tangibly 

In  John  15:17  Jesus  underscores 
a  major  point  He  has  made 
repeatedly  to  the  disciples:  "This  I 
command  you,  that  you  love  one 
another."  Authentic  disciples  living 
in  the  21st  century  are  able  to  love 
one  another  because  God  first 
loved  us.  That  love,  evident  to  us 
through  the  Holy  Spirit,  must  be 
translated  into  tangible  experi- 
ences through  which  we  care  for 
and  serve  others.  We  do  this  as  His 
earthly  ambassadors,  since  He  is 
not  present  in  the  flesh.  If  we  don't 
do  it,  who  will? 

Love  must  be  translated 
into  tangible  experiences 
through  which  we  care 
for  and  serve  others. 

Jesus  departed  from  earth  leav- 
ing us,  His  authentic  disciples  and 
current  representatives,  to  care  for 
those  whom  He  tended  while  He 
was  here:  the  outcasts,  the  foster 
children,  the  hungry,  the  widowed, 
sinners  one  and  all.  "If  you  know 
these  things,  you  are  blessed  if  you 
do  them"  (John  13:17). 

But  remember  that  Jesus  also 
said,  ".  .  .  apart  from  Me  you  can 
do  nothing"  (John  15:5).  And  He 
told  us  to  abide  in  His  love,  adding, 

* 'Scripture  quotations  are  from  the 
New  American  Standard  Bible. 


"These  things  I  have  spoken  to 
you,  that  your  joy  may  be  made 
full"  (John  15:11). 

When  we  care  for  the  needs  of 
"the  least  of  these"  in  our  society, 
we  should  not  be  proud  or  self- 
righteous  or  boastful  of  our  deeds, 
for  Jesus  said,  "Remember  the 
word  that  I  said  to  you,  'A  slave  is 
not  greater  than  his  master'"  (John 
15:20).  When  an  authentic  disciple 
is  motivated  by  love  for  Christ  to 
obey  His  commands  and  serve 
others,  this  love  reminds  the 
humble  servant  that  he  or  she  is 
doing  no  more  than  what  Jesus 
commanded  us  to  do. 

Whom  should  you  serve? 

Authentic  disciple  of  Christ, 
whom  in  your  community  is  Jesus 
calling  you  to  serve  in  His  ab- 
sence? Who  has  offended  you 
whom  you  need  to  forgive?  Whose 
tears  are  you  to  share  and  wipe 
away?  Whose  house  are  you  to 
paint?  Whose  burden  are  you  to 
bear?  Whose  past  are  you  to  ignore 
as  you  mop  a  brow  in  illness? 
Whose  rent  are  you  to  pay?  Whose 
child  are  you  to  keep?  Whose  meal 
are  you  to  prepare? 

"Truly  I  say  to  you,  to  the  extent 
that  you  did  it  to  one  of  these 
brothers  of  Mine,  even  the  least  of 
them,  you  did  it  to  Me"  (Matthew 
25:40). 


/  2/e  who  abides 
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Ministry  Recruitment: 


It's  Every  Christian's  Job 


JUNE  THIRD  is  Ministry  Re- 
cruitment Sunday  in  The 
Brethren  Church.  Most  of  us  think 
about  the  recruitment  of  pastors 
only  once  a  year  —  when  the  push 
is  on  and  announcements  are  in 
the  bulletin.  But  the  recruitment 
of  pastoral  leadership  deserves 
more  than  just  one  day  of  em- 
phasis during  the  year. 

For  those  of  us  whose  lives  are 
centered  in  the  Christian  faith  and 
in  the  church,  the  pastor  is  a  key 
figure  of  influence.  I  remember  the 
three  key  pastors  in  my  own  life 
and  what  they  meant  to  me  in  the 
past  and  what  they  continue  to 
mean  to  me  now. 

Each  of  us  who  has  the  hope  of 
eternal  life  and  who  desires  his  or 
her  children  and  grandchildren  to 
experience  that  same  hope  must 
take  seriously  the  tragic  shortage 
of  qualified  pastors  we  now  have  in 
The  Brethren  Church.  This 
shortage  will  continue  at  least 
through  the  decade  of  the  nineties, 
as  districts  desire  to  plant  more 

Rev.  Cooksey  is  Director  of  Pastoral 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church. 
He  wrote  this  article  at  the  request  of 
The  Brethren  Church  Leadership 
Development  Commission. 


churches  and  as  established  con- 
gregations grow  and  have  need  for 
additional  staff  members. 

So  the  question  becomes,  How  do 
we  challenge  our  young  people  to 
pastoral  ministry  and  how  do  we 
keep  that  challenge  alive  in  them 
until  they  complete  the  necessary 
training? 

Some  of  the  things  that  must  be 
done  we  are  doing  already.  For  ex- 
ample, the  climate  of  cooperation 
and  the  loving  spirit  at  General 
Conference  have  helped  motivate 
some  57  young  people  to  consider 
full-time  Christian  ministry.  Ex- 
cellent young  people  are  serving  as 
Summer  Crusaders  and  Interns, 
setting  good  examples  for  other 
young  people  in  the  churches 
where  they  serve.  Other  good 
things  are  happening  in  many 
places  as  well. 

But  let  me  say  to  you  that  there 
are  things  you  can  be  doing  in  the 
church  and  things  you  can  en- 
courage the  rest  of  the  body  to  do 
as  well  which  will  greatly  enhance 
the  ministry  recruitment  process. 
Let  me  elaborate. 

Take  the  initiative 

Don't  wait  for  some  person  in  the 
church  to  announce  that  he  or  she 
has  felt  God's  call  to  ministry.  In- 
stead, begin  to  pray  that  God  will 
lay  on  your  heart  a  burden  for 
those  who  show  such  charac- 
teristics as  a  caring  attitude, 
spiritual  maturity,  or  other  signs 
of  leadership.  Pray  for  these 
people,  then  talk  to  them  about 
considering  ministry.  Let  them 
know  how  important  a  life  in  full- 
time  service  of  the  Lord  can  be. 
Also,  make  sure  that  you  and  other 
members  of  your  church  treat  your 
pastor  and  his  position  of  leader- 
ship and  authority  with  respect.  If 
the  office  of  elder  is  not  respected 


By  David  Cooksey 

and  held  in  honor,  you  can't  expect 
anyone  to  want  to  be  an  elder. 

Likewise,  those  who  are  in  posi- 
tions of  pastoral  leadership  need  to 
wear  the  hat  well.  They  need  to 
hold  themselves  and  their  work  in 
high  esteem,  and  do  their  work 
with  dignity. 

We  can  all  do  more 

Every  day  we  draw  closer  to  the 
Lord's  return.  Until  "that  day,"  we 
are  compelled  by  Christ's  own 
words  to  take  the  gospel  to  the 
world.  We  need  more  full-time 
Christian  workers  in  The  Brethren 
Church  to  do  this.  The  truth  is,  all 
of  us  can  do  more  about  it  than  we 
are  now  doing. 

Join  with  me  in  praying  for 
workers.  In  addition,  let  us  seek 
out  those  with  leadership  potential 
in  our  local  churches  and  challenge 
them  to  consider  full-time  Chris- 
tian service.  Let  us  call  and  send 
the  very  best  we  have  to  ministry. 

Someone  is  being  prepared  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  right  now  to 
answer  His  call  to  full-time  minis- 
try. You  can  play  a  vital  part  in 
helping  that  call  come  to  full  frui- 
tion. 

Let  us  take  Ministry  Recruit- 
ment Sunday  very  seriously.  And 
let  us  see  that  recruitment  for 
ministry  continues  to  happen  all 
year  long.  ^— x   [|] 
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Celebrating  80  Years  in  Argentina 

Rev.  James  R.  Black,  Executive  Director  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church,  reports  on  the  recent  celebration  of  the  80th  anniver- 
sary of  Brethen  Mission  work  in  Argentina. 


DR.  ALBERT  RONK,  in  his  His- 
tory of  Brethren  Missionary 
Movements  (p. 63),  quoted  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  January  25,  1911, 
Brethren  Evangelist: 

Another  door  has  opened,  and 
the  workmen  have  been  called, 
and  all  things  are  now  ready  for 
action.  Brother  Chas.  F.  Yoder 
and  wife,  and  sister  Bertha  May 
Bell,  will  sail  from  New  York  City 
on  the  10th  of  July  for  Buenos 
Aires.  Sister  Alfretta  Bowman, 
hindered  from  going  at  present, 
may  soon  join  them,  also.  From 
there,  they  will  journey  a  little 
north  of  west,  to  the  city  of  Cor- 
doba, in  the  Argentine  Republic, 
where  they  will  declare  the  good 
tidings  of  salvation.  .  .  .  Brethren, 
we  are  standing  upon  the 
threshold  of  a  new  era.  We  lift  our 
eyes  and  look  forward  into  the  fu- 
ture. What  shall  it  be?  .  .  .  1909 
is,  for  the  Brethren  Church,  "The 
Hour  of  Opportunity." 

In  February  of  this  year  I  was 
privileged  to  be  in  Argentina  as 
the  Brethren  celebrated  the  80th 
anniversary  of  the  work  begun  by 
Dr.  Charles  F.  Yoder.  Present  for 
the  celebration  was  Eleanor 
Romanenghi,    daughter   of   Dr. 


Yoder. 
Also  in  at- 
tendance 
were  Dr. 
Norman 
Roman- 
enghi, Dr. 
Yoder's 
grandson, 
and  Pastor 
Willy 
Roman- 
enghi, his 
great- 
grandson. 
Sister 
Eleanor 
Roman- 
enghi 
spoke 

at  the  conference,  as  did  Dr.  Nor- 
man and  Willy,  who  also  shared 
their  tremendous  musical  gifts. 

Others  attending  from  North 
America  were  former  Brethren 
missionaries  to  Argentina  Rob 
Byler,  Bill  Curtis,  and  Ken 
Solomon;  as  well  as  Mrs.  Ken 
(Carolyn)  Solomon,  Becky 
(Solomon)  Abbott,  and  Mr.  James 
Payne.  Attending  from  Colombia 
were    missionaries    Tim    and   Jan 


U.S.  Mission 

Workers  in  Argentina 

1909  -  1939 

Mrs.  Percy  L.  Yett 

Charles  F.  Yoder 

Evangeline  Laura  Larson 

Mrs.  Pearl  Yoder 

1939  -  Present 

Bertha  May  Bell 

The  C.  F.  Yoder  Family 

Mrs.  Maud  Cripe 

The  Robert  Byler  Family 

Leonard  Webb 

Miss  June  Byler  (Mrs.  David  Palaci) 

Edward  Atkinson 

The  John  Rowsey  Family 

William  H.  Bock 

The  Kenneth  Solomon  Family 

Clarence  L.  Sickel 

The  Ray  Aspinall  Family 

Mrs.  C.  L  Sickel 

The  William  Curtis  Family 

Edwin  Boardman 

The  Mark  Logan  Family 

Mrs.  Edwin  (Muriel)  Boardman 

The  William  Winter  Family 

Miss  Johanna  Nielsen 

The  Juan  C.  Miranda  Family 

Percy  L.  Yett 

Allan  Baer 

Rev.  Jim  Black  (I.)  chats  with  Dr.  Norman  Romanenghi, 
grandson  of  Dr.  C.  F.  Yoder,  founder  of  Brethren  mission  work  in 
Argentina. 

Solomon  with  their  children.  And 
returning  to  Argentina  for  the  oc- 
casion were  Juan  Antonio  An- 
zulovich,  Argentine  missionary  to 
Paraguay,  and  Oscar,  another  Ar- 
gentine worker  who  is  assisting 
with  the  church  in  Paraguay. 

The  anniversary  celebration  was 
held  in  Soldini  in  conjunction  with 
the  annual  Spiritual  Conference. 
Well  over  200  were  in  attendance 
for  the  final  session.  A  greater 
number  was  expected,  but  the 
devastating  economy  would  not 
permit  the  attendance  of  many 
who  had  planned  to  participate. 

Mr.  Jose  Rivero,  president  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina, 
and  Rev.  Walter  Terrazas, 
secretary,  along  with  our  resident 
missionaries  did  an  excellent  job  in 
caring  for  the  many  details.  I 
would  like  very  much  to  name  the 
scores  of  other  people  and  or- 
ganizations who  worked  to  care  for 
the  food,  housing,  and  other  needs, 
but  such  a  listing  would  be  beyond 
my  ability.  (cont.  on  page  11) 
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Special  Report 


"Pastors,  Prayer,  and  Growth" 

Notes,  quotes,  and  photos  from  Ashland  Theological  Seminary's  Spring 
Ministry  Conference,  shared  by  Ronald  W.  Waters. 


DR.  C.  PETER  WAGNER  was 
the  guest  lecturer  for  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary's  annual 
spring  Ministry  Conference,  held 
March  20-21.  Non-student  reg- 
istrants totaled  120  for  the  con- 
ference, which  was  held  at  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church  in  Ashland  to  ac- 
commodate the  large  number  who 
attended. 

A  large  contingent  of  Brethren 
pastors  attended  the  two-day  con- 
ference, including  Brethren  Home 
Mission  pastors  who  were  in  Ash- 
land for  their  annual  retreat. 
Several  Brethren  lay  people  at- 
tended as  well. 

Wagner's  topic  was  "Pastors, 
Prayer,  and  Growth."  A  noted 
authority  on  the  subject  of  church 
growth,  the  speaker  remarked  that 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had 
presented  this  particular  series  of 
lectures.  The  lectures  will  serve  as 
the  basis  for  a  book  he  is  writing. 

Wagner  is  the  Donald  A.  Mc- 
Gavran  Professor  of  Church 
Growth  in  the  School  of  World 
Mission  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary  in  Pasadena,  California. 
He  was  formerly  a  missionary  to 
Bolivia  and  served  as  one  of  50 
charter  members  on  the  Lausanne 
Committee  for  World  Evangeliza- 
tion from  1974-1989. 

Topics  of  Wagner's  messages 
were:  "The  Great  Prayer  Move- 
ment," "Prayer  and  Church 
Growth,"  "Dynamic  Corporate 
Prayer,"  "The  Gift  of  Intercession," 
and  "Intercession  for  Christian 
Leaders." 

During  the  first  session  he 
seemed  less  at  ease  than  he  has 
appeared  in  previous  lectures  I 
have  attended.  Perhaps  his  dis- 
comfort was  due  in  part  to  the 

Rev.  Waters  is  Director  of  Brethren 
Church  Ministries. 


freshness  of  his  material.  Or  per- 
haps it  was  because  his  subject  got 
closer  to  his  own  heart  than  the 
more  academic  content  of  his 
church  growth  lectures.  By  the 
afternoon  of  the  first  day,  however, 
and  to  a  greater  extent  the  second 
day,  Wagner  seemed  more  "in  the 
groove"  —  at  ease  and  able  to  poke 
fun  at  himself.  His  humor,  in  fact, 
created  a  special  warmth  between 
himself  and  his  audience. 

Daily  worship  services  were 
directed  by  ATS  Professor  Ron 
Sprunger,  with  special  music  by 
the  Seminary  Chapel  Choir.  The 
services  were  not  mere  "opening 
exercises"  to  warm  up  the  crowd 
for  the  speaker.  Instead,  they 
focused  on  the  majesty  of  God  and 
led  those  attending  into  an  at- 
titude of  prayer  and  praise.  Music 
by     the     choir     was     superbly 


.^pw 


Dr.  C.  Peter  Wagner  speaking  at  the 
Ministry  Conference. 

presented  with  quality  rendering 
and  expression  from  the  heart. 
The  seminary  staff  is  to  be  com- 


Quotes 


C.  Peter  Wagner  on  — 

Prayer  Movement  —  "We  are  in 
the  midst  of  the  greatest  prayer 
movement  in  living  history.  It  began 
in  the  United  States  in  1970  and  is 
blossoming  across  this  country  in 
the  1990s." 

Prayer  and  the  Church  Growth 
Movement  —  "During  the  first  25 
years  of  the  church  growth  move- 
ment, from  1955  to  1980,  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  prayer  were 
not  dealt  with  in  church  growth 
literature  nearly  in  proportion  to 
the  human  factor.  Before  we  were 
helping  people  get  church  growth 
eyes.  And  that  was  and  still  is  im- 
portant. But  now  we  also  want  to 
help  people  get  church  growth 
hearts." 

Prayer  for  World  Evangelization 
—  "For  a  long  time,  Vonette  Bright 
nagged  those  of  us  on  the  Lausanne 
Committee  to  concentrate  on  inter- 
cession for  reaching  the  world  for 


Christ.  We  sort  of  had  the  attitude 
of,  'That's  nice,  Vonette,  but  we 
have  more  important  things  to  do.' 
Now  we  have  come  to  see  that 
prayer  is  the  most  important  first 
step." 

Prayer  and  Korean  Church 
Growth  —  "Prayer  is  the  main  prin- 
ciple behind  the  growth  of  the 
church  in  Korea.  They  have  Friday 
all-night  prayer  meetings  and  early 
morning  prayer  meetings;  churches 
there  even  buy  mountains  for 
prayer  mountains.  They  have  much 
to  teach  us  about  prayer.  The  ques- 
tion is,  are  we  ready  to  learn  from 
them?" 

The  Nature  of  Prayer  —  "Prayer  is 
essentially  intimacy  with  the 
Father.  It  involves  two-way  com- 
munication." 

Prayer  and  the  Local  Growing 

Church  —  "Most  pastors  of  growing 

churches    will    say    that  prayer  is 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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mended  for  the  quality  of  speakers  in- 
vited to  the  biannual  lecture  series.  (J. 
I.  Packer  presented  the  fall  lectures  in 
1989.) 

Wagner's  content  and  demeanor  have 
provoked  considerable  discussion  and 
debate  among  those  who  attended  the 
lectures.  His  messages  also  set  forth 
many  ideas  for  personal  application  to 
the  prayer  life  of  our  church.  [f  ] 


IQUOTEScont] 

vital  element  in  the  growth  of  their 
church.  But  when  you  study  growing 
churches,  you  discover  that  95  out  of 
every  100  growing  churches  are  no 
different  in  their  prayer  life  than 
churches  that  are  plateaued  or 
declining.  ...  I  believe  prayer  will 
accelerate  growing  churches  and  turn 
around  non-growing  churches." 

Encouraging  Prayer  —  "If  we  are 
going  to  mobilize  the  church  to 
prayer,  we  must  provide  encourage- 
ment to  the  pray-ers  by  communicat- 
ing the  answers  to  prayer.  Prayer 


becomes  boring  if  you 
only  receive  requests  for 
what  to  pray  without 
receiving  a  report  on  the 
answers  to  those 
prayers." 
Prayer  Trends  in  Grow- 
ing Churches  —  "(1)  The  senior  pas- 
tor gives  leadership,  modeling  the 
prayer  life;  (2)  gifted  intercessors  are 
identified,  recognized,  and  deployed; 
(3)  they  have  a  staff  member  with  the 
title  of  'minister  of  prayer';  (4)  they 
have  regular  early  morning  prayer 
services;  and  (5)  they  have  an  ongo- 
ing 24 -hour  prayer  ministry." 

Effective  Prayer  —  "How  do  you 
know  if  your  prayers  have  been  effec- 
tive? You  know  by  the  positive 
answers  they  receive." 

The  Gift  of  Intercession  —  "Though 
it  is  listed  nowhere  specifically,  I 
believe  there  is  a  spiritual  gift  of  in- 


tercession. Those  with  this  gift  pray 
longer,  with  more  intensity,  with 
more  personal  satisfaction,  and  see 
more  frequent  and  dramatic  answers 
to  their  prayers.  .  .  .  But  even  if  you 
don't  have  this  spiritual  gift,  every 
Christian  is  called  to  fulfill  the  role 
of  the  intercessory  pray-er." 

Personal  Intercessors  —  "A  person 
with  this  ministry  receives  a  special 
call  from  God  to  pray  intensely  and 
regularly  for  one  or  more  persons  — 
usually  for  church  leaders.  .  .  .  Inter- 
cession for  Christian  leaders  is  the 
most  under-utilized  source  of  spirit- 
ual power  in  churches  today." 

His  Own  Prayer  Life  —  "My  per- 
sonal prayer  life  is  first  class,  but  my 
prayer  habits  are  mediocre  (but  bet- 
ter than  they  used  to  be).  .  .  .  The 
intercession  I  receive  from  my  per- 
sonal intercessor  makes  my  prayer 
life  great!" 


Argentina 

(continued  from  page  9) 
The  Brethren  in  Argentina,  in 
spite  of  economic  concerns,  are 
aggressively  planning  for  the  fu- 
ture. They  desire  to  plant  more 
congregations  and  look  to  the 
return  of  Bill  and  Sharon  Winter 
to  assist  in  this  undertaking.  The 
church  has  also  expressed  its 
desire  to  send  missionaries  to 
Europe,  specifically  to  Spain  and 
Italy.  There  are  people  already 
committed  to  such  an  undertak- 
ing, as  soon  as  means  to  send 
them  are  available. 

While  in  Soldini  I  met  with 
Mrs.  Victor  Alessandroni,  presi- 
dent of  the  Argentina  Brethren 
W.M.S.  (How  good  is  was  to  fel- 


lowship with  Victor  and  Mabel 
again!)  The  organization  desired 
ways  it  could  become  more  in- 
volved worldwide.  The  women 
have  decided  that  one-half  of  all 
their  project  income  would  be 
used  to  assist  the  Brethren  work 
outside  of  their  country. 

It  was  good  to  once  again  visit 
Bombal,  where  we  enjoyed  a  ser- 
vice with  Rev.  Walter  Terrazas 
and  his  family.  It  was  thrilling  to 
see  the  orphanage  building  under 
construction!  Part  of  the  money 
received  from  the  Carpenter  Es- 
tate was  used  for  this  project.  I 
met  with  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Bombal  and  was  encouraged  by 
his  enthusiasm  for  the  project. 
The  city  of  Bombal  donated  the 
property  for  the  orphanage. 


I  returned  to  Miami  for  less 
than  24  hours  of  rest  before  leav- 
ing for  Phoenix  and  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  con- 
vention. I  was  exhausted,  but  it 
was  a  "good  tired."  Meetings  in 
Argentina  usually  adjourn  very 
late.  Ken  Solomon,  key  speaker 
for  the  celebration  banquet, 
began  his  message  at  1:50  a.m.\ 

Over  and  over  again  I  was 
asked  to  express  appreciation  to 
the  Brethren  in  the  U.  S.,  and  I 
do  thank  you  on  their  behalf.  I 
assure  you  that  the  80  years  of 
your  support  and  encouragement 
for  Argentina  have  been  worth 
the  effort. 

That  all  may  hear  and  believe 
the  message  of  reconciliation. 

II  Corinthians  5:19 
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Summer  Crusaders 

May  has  traditionally  been  the  month  for  emphasizing  Brethren  Youth  ministries.  This  year  we  are 
focusing  on  the  ministry  of  the  Summer  Crusader  program.  On  this  and  the  following  pages  we  will  be 
looking  at  the  past,  present,  and  future  of  Summer  Crusading. 

The  following  are  testimonials  from  past  Summer  Crusaders: 


A  Debt  of  Gratitude 

It  was  a  bright,  sunny  spring  day  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  when  a  long-distance 
phone  call  came  asking  me  to  become  a  part  of 
a  team  sponsored  by  Brethren  Youth  to  teach 
Bible  School.  This  was  just  before  my  junior 
year  in  high  school.  With  great  anticipation  I 
waited  for  the  school  year  to  end.  I  boarded  a 
train  for  Ohio  to  meet  two  other  girls,  then  on 
to  Indiana  where  we  met  up  with  a  tall,  lanky 
6'  6"  "hillbilly"  from  Kentucky  named  Harold 
Barnett.  Little  did  I  know  this  was  to  be  how 
I  would  be  spending  the  next  six  summers  — 
serving  the  Lord  —  a  time  of  preparation  for  an  even  greater  calling, 
that  of  a  pastor's  wife. 

Looking  back  on  those  hard-work  (whoever  said  working  with 
children  was  easy?),  fun-filled  days  of  teaching  vacation  Bible  school, 
I  know  many  times  I  learned  more  than  I  was  able  to  teach. 

This  experience  and  training  was  a  stepping  stone  to  four  years 
at  Ashland  University,  where  I  earned  a  Music  Education  degree 
(looks  like  I  was  destined  to  be  a  teacher!)  and  where  I  met  my  future 
husband.  Bob  also  traveled  for  Brethren  Youth  as  part  of  the  Ambas- 
sador Quartet.  Who  would  have  dreamed  that  some  20  or  25  years 
later  our  two  sons,  Tom  and  Chip,  would  also  become  Crusaders? 

Yes,  the  entire  Keplinger  family  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  B.Y.C., 
the  Crusader  program,  and  The  Brethren  Church  for  allowing  us  to 
serve  the  Lord  in  this  special  way. 

Dee  Keplinger,  Linwood,  Maryland 


An  Opportunity  to  Grow  Spiritually 

I  was  a  crusader  back  in  the  mid  1960s.  I  helped  with  vacation 
Bible  schools  in  Mansfield,  Ohio;  Washington,  D.C.;  and  Krypton, 
Kentucky.  While  at  Krypton,  our  team  spent  two  weeks  serving  as 
camp  counselors  at  Lost  Creek. 

One  benefit  that  seems  much  the  same  today:  Opportunity  to  grow 
spiritually  in  team  Bible  Studies  and/or  under  tutorage  of  adult  super- 
visors. 

One  experience  I  cherish  from  my  Crusader  days  was  the  morning 
and  evening  devotions  that  Margaret  Lowery  led  us  in  twice  a  day.  At 
the  time  we  were  impatient,  as  her  good  breakfast  was  cooling,  and, 
in  the  evening,  we  wanted  to  get  back  over  to  our  cottage  (evenings 
were  usually  free).  But  the  discipline  was  invaluable  —  especially  the 
several  sessions  on  prayer.  I  am  sure  all  the  Crusaders  who  spent  time 
at  Krypton  would  echo  my  respect  and  gratitude  to  her. 

Becky  Hunter,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia 


Many  Fond  Memories 

If  I  had  to  choose  an  area 
that  I  felt  the  program 
helped  me  in  the  most,  it 
would  have  to  be  the  nurtur- 
ing and  helping  hand  ex- 
tended by  the  more  mature 
in  Christ  to  those  less 
seasoned.  I  have  many  fond 
memories  of  those  who 
helped  me  to  grow,  and  I 
thank  them  especially.  The 
time  spent  in  this  ministry 
has  shown  me  the  impor- 
tance of  our  relationship  with 
Christ  as  seen  by  fellow 
workers,  our  friends,  peers, 
con- 
grega- 
t  i  ons , 
and 
most 
espe- 
cially 
our 
fami- 
lies. 

My 
years 

in  the  Crusader  program 
showed  me  what  it  meant  to 
serve  Christ  by  watching 
others  who  truly  lived  by 
biblical  principles.  I  enjoyed 
visiting  the  different  con- 
gregations in  our  denomina- 
tion and  I  am  greatly 
burdened  and  challenged  in 
the  area  of  Home  Missions.  I 
hope  my  stay  at  Carmel  will 
help  me  to  grow  more  in 
order  to  work  further  in  the 
mission  field. 

Jenny  Witulski 
Carmel,  Indiana 
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A  Time  of  Growth 

The  two  summers  I  served  as  a  Crusader 
impacted  my  life  in  different  ways.  In  1983 
God  used  my  teammates  and  the  situations 
we  encountered  to  show  me  that  I  could  be 
used  by  Him  to  help  others  in  their  faith 
struggles.  I  gained  a  new  confidence  in  my 
God  and  myself.  That  first  summer  was  used 
by  God  to  open  my  eyes  and  set  the  stage  for 
the  second  one. 

In  1984  God  used  the  summer  to  show  me 
abilities  and  gifts  of  which  I  had  previously 
been  unaware.  At  the  same  time  He  opened 
my  eyes  to  how  I  could  have  a  part  in  meeting  some  of  the  needs  that 
I  was  seeing  for  the  first  time  within  our  churches.  During  this  sum- 
mer I  turned  my  future  over  to  God  completely  for  Him  to  direct,  and 
when  it  ended  I  returned  to  my  last  semester  of  college. 

I  am  now  on  the  verge  of  graduating  from  our  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  with  the  intention,  given  by  God,  to  serve  Him  as  a 
pastor  within  The  Brethren  Church.  I  am  convinced  that  I  would  not 
be  in  this  position  had  it  not  been  for  what  I  experienced  as  a  Sum- 
mer Crusader.  Those  two  summers  helped  me  to  grow  in  such  a  way 
that  I  could  listen  to  God  and  know  what  His  desire  was  for  my  life. 
They  also  helped  me  to  want  to  know  God's  desire,  because  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  see  how  marvelous  His  work  is. 

Ray  Hesketh,  Spencer,  Ohio 


Confirming  My  Call 

Being  a  Crusader  during  the 
summer  of  1976  confirrned  my 
call  to  full-time  ministry  as  a 
pastor.  This  call  was  not  a 
result  of  any  one  particular  ex- 
perience during  the  summer.  It 
was  the  cumulative  effort  of 
working  with  six  or  seven  dif- 
ferent pastors;  being  hosted  by 
many  wonderful  people;  and 
the  encouragement  of  people  at 
my  home  church  in  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  Seeing  the 
world  of  Brethren  churches 
first  hand  reinforced  my  dislike 
for  tomato  juice  and 
strengthened  my  desire  to  be 
involved  with  His  people  by 
serving  His  church. 

My  experience  gave  me  a 
comradery  with  other  Brethren 
youth.  Crusading  also  allowed 
me  to  explore  and  express  my 
gifts.  This  freedom  to  try  was 
encouraging.  It  allowed  others 
to  give  me  feedback  and  to 
evaluate  my  own  efforts.  It  left 
a  good  feeling  that  eventuated 
six  years  later  in  my  ordina- 
tion. 

Tim  Garner, 
Elkhart,  Indiana 


A  Lasting  Impact 

Thirty  years  have  passed 
since  my  Summer  Crusader  ex- 
perience as  part  of  one  of  the 
last  editions  of  the  Ambassador 
Quartet.  Little  could  I  realize 
the  lasting  impact  of  that  sum- 
mer experience  of  ministering 
in  churches  in  Indiana  and 
Ohio,  several  of  which  I  have 
had  the 
oppor- 
tunity 
to  serve 
over  my 
years  of 
minis- 
try. 

As  I 
reflect 
over  the 
days  of 

Crusading,  I  especially  remem- 
ber the  dynamic  of  establishing 
brief  relationships  with 
Brethren  which  would  last  into 
future  years  of  recall,  the 
glimpse  into  the  ministry  af- 
forded as  I  observed  various 
pastors  at  work,  and  the  con- 

(continued  on  next  page) 


The  Adventure  Continues 

I  can  still  remember  the  day  I  began  my 
adventure  as  a  Summer  Crusader  for  The 
Brethren  Church.  It  is  a  time  I  will  never 
forget.  In  fact  both  my  experiences  were  much 
better  than  what  I  had  expected.  In  my  first 
year,  the  Crusader  team  I  was  on  went  to  that 
far  away  Southwest  District  in  the  dry  deserts 
of  ARIZONA!  My  second  year  gave  me  the 
best  experience  a  young  person  can  receive  in 
preparation  for  the  ministry,  a  summer  inter- 
nship. 

After  my  internship  I  began  to  consider  the 
pastorate  seriously  until  God  showed  me  another  adventure  to  pur- 
sue. In  fact  it  is  still  the  same  adventure  He  has  had  me  pursue  the 
past  three  years  while  receiving  my  training  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  which  is  also  quite  an  adventure.  My  new  adventure  will 
take  me  to  the  "uttermost  parts  of  the  earth."  That  adventure  is  in 
the  Brethren  mission  field.  Even  though  I  am  actively  involved  in  the 
outreach  ministry  of  Park  Street  Brethren  in  Ashland,  the  Lord  has 
that  day  set  aside  when  He  is  going  to  send  my  wife  Jan  and  me  to 
become  "Raiders  of  the  Lost  Souls." 

My  life  has  been  an  adventure  with  my  Lord,  and  He  promises  to 
make  it  an  even  fuller  adventure  for  me.  But  I  must  give  credit  to 
the  Crusader  program  for  instilling  in  me  the  experiences  and  train- 
ing that  would  prepare  me  for  the  ministry  adventure  that  God  has 
set  before  me.    The  adventure  still  continues! 

Tim  Eagle,  Ashland,  Ohio 
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Crusading  in  the  Present  Tense 

An  interview  with  third-year  Crusader  Eric  Bargerhuff. 

Eric  Bargerhuff,  19,  is  a  member  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Mexico,  Indiana.  He  is  a 
freshman  at  Ashland  University,  leaning  towards  a  religion  major.  This  summer  will  be  Eric's  third  as 
a  Summer  Crusader.  His  first  summer  he  served  on  an  educational  team  in  Florida,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1989  he  served  on  the  music  team.  This  summer  Eric  will  captain  the  Ministry  Team, 
LIVING  SACRIFICE.  His  interests  include  music  and  singing. 

Deb  Ritchey  (DR),  Administrative  Assistant — Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church,  recently  inter- 
viewed Eric  (EB)  about  his  Summer  Crusader  experience  and  his  expectations  for  this  summer. 


DR:  Why  did  you  apply  to  be  a 
Summer  Crusader? 

EB:  I  felt  that  the  Lord  was  lead- 
ing me  into  Summer  Crusading 
—  that  He  would  provide  another 
opportunity  to  grow  in  Him  and 
give  me  a  chance  to  serve  my 
church. 

DR:  Where  did  you  first  learn 
about  the  program? 

EB:  My  sister  served  as  a 
Crusader  in  the  '80's,  and  Sum- 
mer Crusaders  often  served  at 
my  church,  and  it  sparked  my  in- 
terest in  the  program. 

DR:  What  were  your  expectations 
from  your  first  summer? 

EB:  I  expected  to  get  to  know 
more  people.  I  also  wanted  to 
know  what  it  would  be  like  to 
serve  as  a  Summer  Crusader  and 
to  serve  with  other  Christians.  I 
had  never  had  the  opportunity  to 
serve  before.  I  wanted  to  find  out, 
and  watching  my  sister  sparked 
an  interest  in  me.  I  wanted  to 
find  out  more  about  myself  and 
who  I  was. 

DR:  What  are  your  expectations 
now? 

EB:  After  much  growth  from  the 
previous  two  years  of  Summer 
Crusading,  this  summer  I  am 
looking  forward  to  what  specifi- 
cally God  wants  me  to  do.  I  see 
Him  developing  leadership  skills, 
developing  better  relationships 
with  others,  and  improving  my 
skills  with  other  people. 


DR:  How  do  you  feel  the  program 
has  affected  your  lifestyle? 

EB:  The  strength  I  have 
developed  with  the  Lord  through 
the  past  two  summers  has  really 
made  a  difference  in  how  I  look  at 
life.  I  want  to  continue  that  and 
be  of  service  to  the  Lord.  Crusad- 
ing has  been  very  influential  in 
my  Christian  walk.  I  really  think 
that  if  I  had  not  been  through  the 
program,  I  would  not  be  able  to 
account  for  the  growth  and 
strength  I  have  received  in  the 
Lord. 

DR:  If  someone  asked  you  why 
they  should  Crusade,  what 
reasons  would  you  give  them? 

EB:  It  improves  your  walk  with 
the  Lord  and  you  find  meaning  in 
your  life  in  that  regard.  It  is  a 
good  way  to  meet  different  people 
and  youth  you  can  relate  to.  You 
can  make  lifetime  friends.  It's 
good  to  have  the  kind  of  involve- 
ment you  get  when  you  are  with 
a  team.  You  learn  about  different 
personalities,  lifestyles,  back- 
grounds, acceptance  and  working 
with  others.  The  more  you  work 
with  other  people,  the  more  ma- 
ture this  will  make  you. 

DR:  How  do  you  deal  with  strug- 
gles in  your  life  now? 

EB:  Just  like  Crusading  on  a 
team,  you  continue  to  learn  from 
the  struggles  that  you  may  come 
across  in  life.  It's  something  you 
just  can't  run  away  from.  You 
have  to  get  in  its  way  and  deal 


Eric  Bargerhuff 

with  it  head  on.  If  you  apply  the 
structure  of  a  team  to  your  life,  it 
is  just  like  a  marriage  —  you 
have  to  work  things  out  and  keep 
the  Lord  integrated  in  your 
relationship  to  keep  from  bring- 
ing the  negative  into  your  walk. 
The  experiences  you  learn  on  a 
team  help  you  deal  with  the 
struggles  that  you  come  across  in 
a  positive  manner.  [f] 


(continued  from  page  13) 
tinual  experience  within  the 
Crusader  team  of  getting  along 
together  and  working  together 
to  be  on  the  cutting  edge  of  good 
program  presentation. 

The  Crusader  experience  is  a 
State  of  Stability  which  has  posi- 
tively affected  my  life  and  minis- 
try. 

Jim  Sluss 
Roanoke,  Indiana 
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Summer  Crusaders 


That  Which  is  to  Come 

Following  are  the  Crusader  teams  that  will  be  serving  this  summer,  with  a  brief 
description  of  the  ways  in  which  they  will  be  serving. 


WON  BY ONE 

WON  BY  ONE  will  serve  as  a 
Children's/Music  Ministry  Team.  They  will 
serve  two  churches  per  week  presenting  a 
worship  service  with  a  musical  emphasis. 
For  two  days  they  will  teach  a  portion  of  a 
children's  mini-musical  dealing  with  mis- 
sions, and  on  the  final  day  they  will  work 
with  the  children  to  present  a  closing  pro- 
gram. Six  young  women  will  constitute  this 
team. 

Kimberly  Wagoner  will  serve  as  captain  of 
WON  BY  ONE.  She  is  a  fourth-year 
Crusader  from  the  First  Brethren  Church  in 
Elkhart,  Indiana.  The  other  members  of  the 
team  are  Teresa  Foreman  from  the  First  WON  BY  ONE  team  members  (front  row,  I.  to  r.)  Kelly 
Brethren  Church  in  Tucson,  Arizona;  Kelly  Kroft,  Teresa  Foreman,  (back  row,  I.  to  r.)  Karen  Curfman, 
Kroft  from  the  Garber  Brethren  Church  in  Alyson  Finks,  Kim  Wagoner  -captain,  and  Vanessa  Oburn. 
Ashland,  Ohio;  Vanessa  Oburn  from  the  First  Ashland,  Ohio;  and  Karen  Curfman  from  the 
Brethren  Church  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio;  Alyson  First  Brethren  Church  of  North  Georgetown, 
Finks  from  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in     Ohio. 


STEADFAST 

STEADFAST  will  serve  as  the  Children's  team  this  summer.  They 
will  focus  primarily  on  children's  ministry  opportunities  —  vacation 
Bible  schools  and  Bible  learning  activities.  Serving  XKm,,^m^amsm^,,^MS„mai 
as  Captain  of  STEADFAST  will  be  Paul  Sluss.  Paul  | 
(far  left  in  photo)  is  a  second-year  Crusader  from 
the  Roanoke,  Indiana,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Other  members  are  (left  to  right)  second-  ? 
year   crusader   Tony  Price  ■ 

from  the  Brethren  Church  in 
New   Lebanon,    Ohio;    and 
first-year  Crusaders  Char- 
lene    Evans 
of  the     La- 
throp,  Calif., 
Brethren 
Church  and 
Tiffany 
Flickinger 
from  the 
First 
Brethren 
Church  in 
Lanark,  111. 


ACCEPTANCE 

ACCEPTANCE,  the 
Camp/Children's  team, 
will  serve  at  three  camps 
this  summer  —  in  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  and  West 
Virginia.  The  team  will 
also  work  with  vacation 
Bible  schools  and  with 
Bible  learning  activities. 

The  captain  for  AC- 
CEPTANCE will  be  John 
Howenstine  from  the 
Trinity  Brethren  Church 
in  Canton,  Ohio.  Third- 
year  Crusaders,  Brent 
Grimm,  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  in  Mil- 
ford,  Ind.,  and  Dawn 
Kidd  from  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  Church  in  Har- 
risonburg, Va.,  as  well  as 
first-year  Crusader 

(continued     on     next 
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Summer  Crusaders 


ACCEPTANCE 


■■ 
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Members  of  ACCEPTANCE  are  (clockwise  from 
left)  Dawn  Kidd,  Brent  Grimm,  Annalee  Hoover, 
and  John  Howenstine,  captain. 

(continued  from  page  15) 
Annalee  Hoover  from  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  North  Georgetown,  Ohio,  are  the 
other  members  of  the  team. 


CRUSADER  INTERNS 

As  of  the  printing  of  this  article,  three 
young  people  have  been  chosen  to  serve  as 
1990  Crusader  Interns.  Another  internship 
is  still  being  negotiated. 

An  announcement  about  these  interns 
will  be  made  when  details  are  finalized. 


CRUSADER  SUPPORT 

During  the  month  of  May,  local 
Brethren  chuches  are  encouraged  to 
receive  an  offering  for  the  1 990  Sum- 
mer Cruader  program. 

Each  summer  it  costs  approximate- 
ly $30,000  to  field  the  Summer 
Crusader  teams. 


:■:  ..      ■  ■■::-::- 

ilffli 


LIVING  SACRIFICE 

The 
Ministry 
Team, 
LIVING 
SACRI- 
FICE, 
will  have 
a  variety 
of  respon- 
sibilities. 
They 
will 
serve  at 
three  dis- 
trict con- 
ferences 
this  sum- 
mer as 
well  as 
teach 
vacation 
Bible 
school 
and 
Bible 
learning 

activities.  Their  main  emphasis,  however,  will  be  on 
youth  activities  and  Bible  studies.  They  will  also  be 
prepared  to  present  a  worship  service. 

Eric  Bargerhuff  (back  row,  1.,  in  photo)  will  captain 
LIVING  SACRIFICE.  He  is  a  third-year  Crusader 
from  the  Mexico,  Indiana,  First  Brethren  Church. 
Other  members  of  the  team  are  third-year  Crusader, 
Robert  Wilson  from  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel, 
Tucson,  Arizona;  second-year  Crusader  Karen 
Robins  (front  row,  r.)  of  the  Tucson,  Arizona,  First 
Brethren  Church;  and  first-year  Crusader  Stacy 
Oligee  from  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  West 
Alexandria,  Ohio. 


DISTRICT  CRUSADERS 

We  are  also  developing  another  level  of  service  in 
the  Crusader  program.  This  year,  for  the  first  time, 
we  are  working  with  a  team  of  young  women  that 
will  serve  as  a  District  Crusader  team  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania District.  These  four  young  ladies,  Wendy 
Barr,  Paula  Cravener,  Jodi  Kepple  and  Tammy 
Porter,  will  work  with  the  Pennsylvania  District 
Elementary  Camp  and  with  VBS  at  the  Sarver 
Brethren  Church. 
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What's  Special  About 
This  Issue? 

(continued  from  page  5) 

Why  this  new  system? 

This  new  system  has  several  ad- 
vantages over  the  old  one. 

(1)  Articles  can  be  keyed  into  any 
computer,  then  "read"  into  the  one 
with  the  desktop  publishing  pro- 
gram. In  the  past,  every  article, 
whether  it  was  written  on  a 
typewriter  or  on  a  computer,  had 
to  be  re-keyed  into  the  typesetter. 
That  resulted  in  a  lot  of  duplicated 
effort. 

(2)  The  new  system  eliminates 
the  need  for  an  employee  to  work 
as  a  typesetter.  Any  of  the  Nation- 
al Office  secretaries  (all  of  whom 
have  computers  at  their  work  sta- 
tions) can  key  an  article  into  a 
computer.  Besides,  many  of  the  ar- 
ticles, like  this  one,  are  composed 
at  the  computer  and  do  not  need  to 
be  re-keyed.  (In  the  future,  people 
who  have  computers  who  write  ar- 
ticles for  the  Evangelist  will  be 
asked  to  submit  them  on  disk 
rather  than  in  manuscript  form.) 

(3)  The  new  system  also  makes 
formatting  the  pages  easier. 
Rather  than  cutting  and  pasting 
the  copy  into  a  page  layout,  then 
giving  this  to  the  typesetter  to  ex- 
ecute, I  now  do  the  "cutting  and 
pasting"  right  on  the  computer. 
And  since  I  can  see  on  the  com- 
puter monitor  what  the  page  is 
going  to  look  like,  I  can  make 
changes  as  necessary. 

(4)  The  new  system  should  also 
save  money,  not  only  because  it 
saves  labor,  as  already  noted,  but 
also  because  a  desktop  publishing 


system  is  less  expense  to  operate 
and  maintain  than  a  typesetting 
system. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany (before  it  merged  with  The 
Brethren  Church  National  Office 
in  January)  had  considered  pur- 
chasing a  desktop  publishing  sys- 
tem for  nearly  a  year,  but  decided 
to  hold  off.  Two  things  finally 
brought  about  the  decision  to  move 
ahead. 


How  Much  Did  It  Cost? 

Total  cost  of  the  desktop 
publishing  system  was  $13,400. 
The  system  includes  an  IBM  com- 
patible computer,  a  large-screen 
monitor,  a  "mouse"  (which  chases 
a  pointer  around  the  screen  and 
makes  the  system  do  its  work!), 
the  printer,  the  Ventura  Publish- 
er program,  and  some  other  soft- 
ware (word  processing,  etc.).  The 
most  expensive  single  item  was 
the  laser  printer,  which  cost  more 
than  half  the  total  ($7,500). 

How  Are  We  Paying  For  It? 

Most  of  the  cost  of  the  new  sys- 
tem will  be  covered  by  a  $10,000 
bequest  that  we  have  been 
notified  that  we  are  to  receive. 
(Further  details  about  the  donor 
will  be  given  when  the  money  is 
actually  received.)  The  rest  will 
come  out  of  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office  reserves.). 


First,  the  person  who  did  our 
typesetting  left  at  the  end  of 
March  to  take  another  job.  Second, 
we  recently  learned  of  the 
availablity  of  a  near-typeset- 
quality  laser  printer  in  the 
moderate  price  range.  (This  had 
been  a  major  hurdle  in  the  past  — 


low-cost  printers  did  not  produce 
typeset-quality  output,  and  type- 
set-quality  printers  were  "out  of 
sight"  in  price.) 

Were  there  any  problems? 

The  changeover  has  not  been 
without  its  drawbacks.  For  one 
thing,  it  did  not  come  at  an  oppor- 
tune time.  I  would  have  preferred 
to  have  made  the  changeover  in 
July,  when  we  would  not  have  had 
an  issue  to  prepare  (since  the  July 
and  August  issues  are  combined). 
As  it  is,  I  have  had  to  learn  to  use 
the  new  system  (which  was  not 
delivered  until  April  18)  while  put- 
ting together  the  May  EVANGELIST 
(the  one  we  had  already  decided  to 
send  to  every  Brethren  home!  ). 

Nevertheless,  some  times  when 
you  make  a  change,  it  is  just  best 
to  plunge  in  and  get  it  over  with. 
So  that  is  what  we  have  done. 
And  while  the  transition  has  not 
been  easy  (although  I  must  admit 
I've  enjoyed  the  challenge),  I 
believe  this  is  a  change  that  offers 
great  potential  for  the  future. 

So  there  you  have  it.  That's 
what's  special  about  this  issue  of 
The  Brethren  Evangelist.         [f] 


Did  you  receive  more  than  one 
copy  of  this  issue? 

As  noted  in  the  above  article,  a  copy 
of  this  issue  of  the  Evangelist  was 
sent  to  everyone  on  the  National  Of- 
fice mailing  list.  Over  the  years,  we 
have  gotten  a  lot  of  duplicates  on  this 
list.  Before  mailing  this  issue,  we 
tried  to  remove  all  the  duplicates,  but 
some  may  have  been  missed.  So  if 
you  received  more  than  one  copy, 
please  notify  us  (send  the  address 
labels  from  the  back  of  the  maga- 
zines, if  you  would),  and  we  will  cor- 
rect the  situation. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


IAODEKN  CUR\STIM4S  WkVE  f\  LOT  FOR 
WHICH  10  fcE  GRKVEFOL.  OOfc  ttED\EVAL 
F0RE&E&R&  SOBERED  &ND  D\ED  FOR  OOR 
R\GrHT  TO  REA£>  THE  S\SLE.  THE 

invention  ov  iaovasle  type  owt  os 

THE  OPPoRTON\TY  TO  READ 
THE  Sl&LE.   AND  WODE^N 
EDUCATION  H&S  GIVEN 
0$>  THE  ABILITY  TO 
READ  THE  £\SLET . 


\J^Z 


THEREFORE,  SH0GLD  WE  EVER 
OET  /\ROONDTOREAO\NGr  \T, 
WE  CAN  OO&T  DOST  OFF  OOR 
COPY  AND  DO  SO  I 
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UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


"The  Church  in  the  90s"  is  Theme 
Of  Brethren  Pastors'  Conference 


Front  Royal,  Va.  —  "The  Church  in 
the  Nineties"  was  the  theme  of  the 
1990  Brethren  Pastors'  Conference, 
held  April  17-19  at  the  Northern  Vir- 
ginia Educational  Center. 

Nearly  80  pastors  and  spouses  at- 
tended the  conference,  which  was 
hosted  by  pastors  of  the  Southeastern 
District. 

Featured  speakers  were  Dr.  Robert 
Dugan,  director  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Evangelicals'  Office  of 
Public  Affairs  in  Washington,  D.C.; 
and  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal,  General 
Conference  Moderator  and  Associate 
Professor  of  Christian  Education  and 
Church  Administration  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  Worship 
meditations  were  presented  by  Rev. 
Patrick  Velanzon  and  Rev.  Brian 
Moore,  Southeastern  District  pastors. 

Dugan  first  addressed  the  question, 
"Are  we  one  nation  under  God?"  Trac- 
ing the  historical  development  of  the 
United  States,  he  noted  the  true 
Christian  commitment  of  a  majority 
of  the  founders  of  our  nation.  They 
shared  a  dream  for  a  nation  that 
paralleled  that  of  Moses  and  the 
Israelites,  which  he  documented 
through  writings  of  the  individuals 
involved.  He  also  noted  parallels  be- 
tween Deuteronomy  8:6-20  and  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

But  the  dream  they  realized  in  the 
founding  of  this  nation  was  revised  in 
1947,  according  to  Dugan.  In  that 
year,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
there  is  a  "high  and  impregnable  wall 
of  separation  between  church  and 


state"  that  must  not  be  penetrated. 
He  again  offered  documentation  that 
this  view  was  contrary  to  the  writings 
and  actions  of  the  Founding  Fathers. 
Dugan  concluded  by  asking  whether 
the  original  dream  for  the  United 
States  could  now  be  revived. 

In  his  second  session  Dugan  high- 
lighted specific  expectations  for  the 
1990s  from  Congress,  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  White  House,  the  media 
and  academia,  the  government  in 
general,  and  the  church.  His  chal- 
lenge was  that  we  as  a  church  and 
individuals  must  become  knowledge- 
able of  the  issues  and  involved  direct- 
ly in  dealing  with  them. 

Drushal  spoke  on  "Brethren  Mega- 
trends 2000"  and  addressed  10  tend- 
encies facing  The  Brethren  Church  in 
the  next  decade.  She  observed,  "We've 
turned  an  attitudinal  corner  in  the 
denomination.  Now  we  need  to  move 
into  the  next  decade  with  inten- 
tionality,  not  just  taking  things  as 
they  come  to  us." 

The  trends  she  identified  are:  (1) 
pursue  spiritual  formation;  (2)  be 
vision-oriented  vs.  maintenance- 
mode  minded;  (3)  build  trust  among 
people;  (4)  address  the  needs  of  an 
aging  population;  (5)  pastoral  care  is- 
sues; (6)  empower  the  laity;  (7)  adult 
Christian  education;  (8)  demo- 
graphics are  changing  in  our  favor;  (9) 
develop  meaningful  small  group  ex- 
periences; and  (10)  reeducate  the 
Brethren  about  our  specific  beliefs 
and  practices. 

Drushal  concluded  by  emphasizing 


General 

Con- 
ference 
Moder- 
ator Dr. 

Mary 

Ellen 
Drushal 
address- 
ing the 
pastors. 

the  1990  General  Conference  theme 
verse,  John  15:5,  saying,  "We  need 
people  of  strong  and  compassionate 
faith." 

While  Dr.  Dugan  spoke,  pastors' 
wives  were  addressed  by  Mrs.  Lynne 
Dugan  on  a  recent  NAE-sponsored 
survey  of  pastors'  wives  and  the 
unique  challenges  they  face.  A  panel 
of  wives  responded  to  written  ques- 
tions presented  by  those  attending. 

The  prevailing  attitude  throughout 
the  conference  was  very  positive  and 
upbeat.  Times  of  sharing  and  prayer 
together  were  particularly  intensive 
and  fervent.  And  times  of  humor 
lightened  the  moment  and  con- 
tributed to  the  positive  experience. 

Chairing  the  planning  committee 
for  the  conference  was  Doc  Shank, 
assisted  by  Richard  Craver,  William 
Skeldon,  and  all  Southeastern  Dis- 
trict pastors.  Pastors'  wives  sessions 
were  planned  by  Ohio  District  wives. 

The  1991  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  April  16-18  at  Chestnut  Mountain 
Resort  near  Galena,  111.,  with  Central 
District  pastors  as  hosts. 

—  Ronald  W.  Waters 


Dr.  Robert  Dugan,  director  of  the  N.A.E.  Office  of  Public 
Affairs  (r.),  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Arden  Gilmer,  pastor  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 


Rev.  Reilly  Smith  (I.),  Mrs.  Cindy  Koontz,  and  Rev.  Duane  Dickson  in 
small-group  discussion  following  one  of  the  addresses  by  Dr.  Mary  Ellen 

Drushal.  Photos  by  Ronald  W.  Waters 
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Pressman  Dale  Gardner  Honored 
April  26th  at  Retirement  Dinner 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  A  retirement  din- 
ner was  held  April  26  for  Dale  K. 
Gardner,  with  a  number  of  his  co- 
workers and  National  Office  person- 
nel present  to  honor  him  upon  his 
retirement  from  the  Brethren  Print- 
ing Company  (formerly  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company). 

Gardner,  65,  retired  from  full-time 
employment  on  April  13,  after  29 
years  as  a  pressman  for  the  company. 

He  began  working  for  the  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  on  a  temporary 
basis  in  February  or  March  of  1961, 
after  the  company  purchased  a  two- 
color  press  and  needed  someone  to 
run  it.  At  the  time,  he  was  working 
full  time  as  a  pressman  for  the  A.L. 
Garber  Company.  He  worked  there 
from  midnight  until  7:30  a.m.,  then 
from  8:00  until  noon  or  1:00  p.m.  at 
the  Publishing  Company. 

After  a  few  weeks  of  this  arrange- 
ment, he  decided  to  leave  the  Garber 
Company,  where  he  had  worked  for 
191^  years,  and  become  a  full-time 
employee  of  the  Publishing  Company. 
An  important  factor  in  this  decision 
was  his  desire  to  serve  the  Lord 
through  his  occupation.  He  believed 
that  he  could  be  involved  in  the  Lord's 
work  by  printing  Christian  literature. 

He  gave  the  required  two-weeks 
notice  to  the  Garber  Company,  con- 
tinued to  work  both  places  for  two 
weeks,  then  became  a  full-time 
employee  of  the  Publishing  Company 
in  April. 

During  the  past  29  years,  Gardner 
has  seen  numerous  changes  in  both 
the  Publishing  Company  itself  and  in 
the  nature  of  his  work.  One  of  the 
most  recent  changes  was  the 
denominational  reorganization, 
which  resulted  in  the  Publishing 
Company  merging  with  the  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  and  the  print 
shop  being  set  up  as  the  Brethren 
Printing  Company,  a  separate,  for- 
profit  company  owned  by  The 
Brethren  Church. 

But  the  change  that  most- affected 
his  work  was  the  changeover  from 
letterpress  to  offset  printing.  In  fact, 
the  two-color  letterpress  that  Dale 
came  to  operate  29  years  ago  is  no 
longer  with  the  company,  having  been 
"retired"  a  number  of  years  before 
Dale's  retirment.  This  is  a  change  for 
which  Dale  was  thankful,  since  the 
letterpress  required  him  to  put  chases 
of  lead  type  weighing  100  pounds  or 


more  on  the  press,  while  on  the  offset 
press  he  used  aluminum  plates  that 
weigh  less  than  a  pound. 

At  the  retirement  dinner  Gardner 
was  presented  a  cash  gift  and  a  plaque 
express- 
ing ap- 
precia- 
tion for 
his  many 
years  of 
commit- 
ted serv- 
ice to  the 
Brethren 
Publish- 
ing/ 

Printing 
Com- 
pany. 
Com- 
ments 
about 
Dale  and 
his  work 
and  ex- 
pressions 
of  appre- 
ciation 


Richard  Winfield,  the  current  editor. 

In  his  comments,  Bob  Allen,  Dale's 
"boss"  for  nearly  eight  years,  praised 
him  for  the  high  quality  of  his  press 
work.  He  noted  that  many  pressmen 
are  unable  to  make  the  transition 
from  letterpress  to  offset  press,  but 
that  Dale  had  handled  the  transition 
well. 

Dale  was   also  praised  by  the 


Dale  Gardner  (c.)  and  his  wife,  Grace,  with  Brethren  Printing  Company  Board 

of  Directors  President  Rev,  Ralph  Gibson,  looking  at  the  plaque  of  appreciation 

presented  to  Dale  by  the  Printing  Company. 
were 

shared  by  Rev.  Ralph  Gibson,  presi- 


dent of  the  Printing  Company  Board 
of  Directors;  Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shoff,  editor  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist when  Dale  was  hired;  Robert 
Allen,  manager  of  the  Printing  Com- 
pany; Howard  Mack,  Dale's  co-worker 
and  friend  for  the  past  21 V2.  years; 
Rev.  Ronald  Waters,  former  editor, 
print  shop  manager,  and  now  Director 
of  Brethren  Church  Ministies;  and 


various  speakers  for  his  cheerful  na- 
ture, friendliness,  supportiveness  and 
helpfulness  to  other  employees,  and 
for  his  Christian  commitment. 

Dale  and  his  wife,  Grace,  are  active 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Rowsburg,  Ohio.  They  have  two  mar- 
ried daughters  and  five  grand- 
children. 

Dale  is  continuing  to  work  for  the 
Printing  Company  part  time. 


Ladies  of  St.  James  W.M.S. 
Make  Hardtack  for  Missions 

St.  James,  Md.  —  The  ladies  of  the 
St.  James  Ruth  and  Naomi  Woman's 
Missionary 
Society  recently 
raised  more  than 
$1,500  for  the  sup- 
port of  missions  by 
making  and  sell- 
ing hardtack 
candy. 

The  money  they 
raised  was  sent 
for  the  support  of 
Mr.  Koay  Choo- 
Oon,  the  new 
Brethren  mission 


worker  in  Selesa  Jaya,  Malaysia. 

—  reported  by  Nancy  L.  Starliper 

Making  candy  in  the  photo  below  are 
Amanda  Moore,  Nancy  Starliper,  Elaine  Mar- 
tin, Loretta  Bowers,  and  Urla  Jamison. 
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AU  Students  Bring  "Sonshine" 
To  Beach  During  Spring  Break 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Eleven  Ashland 
University  students,  four  of  them 
Brethren,  were  among  the  thousands 
of  university  students  who  descended 
on  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  during  spring 
break  this  year. 

But  while  many  of  those  young 
people  went  to  Daytona  for  tans,  fun 
in  the  sun,  and  to  engage  in  a  bit  of 
revelry  (or  perhaps  even  debauchery), 
these  AU  students  went  for  a  different 
purpose  —  one  that  could  be  described 
as  radical  among  today's  students. 
For  they  went  to  listen  to  Christian 
speakers,  to  hear  good  music,  and  to 
hit  the  beaches  where  they  shared 
their  faith  and  tried  to  be  helpful  to 
the  other  students  there. 

These  eleven  AU  students  were 
among  approximately  4,500  college 
young  people  who  were  taking  part  in 
Operation  Sonshine,  a  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  conference  com- 
mitted to  presenting  the  claims  of 
Christ  to  students  on  the  beach.  The 
four  Brethren  (all  AU  freshmen)  who 
were  a  part  of  the  group  were:  Eric 
Bargerhuff  from  the  Mexico,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church;  Michelle 
Geaslen  from  the  Fremont,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church;  Paul  Sluss  from  the 
Roanoke,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 
(son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Sluss);  and 
Melissa  Winfield  from  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
(daughter  of  Editor  and  Mrs.   Dick 


Winfield).  Also  with  the  group  were 
David  Ankenman  and  Scott  Aten, 
who  attend  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  while  at  AU. 

Accompanying  the  students,  who 
traveled  to   and  from  Florida  on 


chartered  buses  along  with  con- 
ference attenders  from  other  univer- 
sities in  Ohio,  was  Joe  Maggelet,  coor- 
dinator of  student  development  at 
Ashland  University  who  also  serves 
as  a  campus  minister. 

The  students  returned  to  Ashland 
tanned  and  tired,  but  excited  about 
the  personal  Christian  growth  they 
experienced  and  the  opportunities 
they  had  to  share  their  faith. 


On  the  beach  to  share  their  faith  are  (front  row,  I.  to  r.)  Michelle  Geaslen,  Lori  Bowen,  Lynn 
Chesney,  Staci  Tenney,  Melissa  Winfield,  Becky  Moser,  (back  row,  I.  to  r.)  Scott  Aten,  David 
Ankenman,  Eric  Bargerhuff,  Everett  Thompson,  Joe  Maggelet,  and  Paul  Sluss. 


Keplingers  Give  Linwood  Church 
"A  Collage  of  Brethren  History" 

Linwood,  Md.  —  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Keplinger 
recently  presented  the  Linwood  Brethren  Church, 
where  Rev.  Keplinger  is  the  pastor,  a  print  of  a  painting 
depicting  "A  Collage  of  Brethren  History." 

The  painting,  by  Linn  W.  Longenecker,  depicts  the 
first  Brethren  meeting  house  in  America;  the  gravesite 
of  Alexander  Mack,  Sr.;  a  symbol  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  a 
view  of  Wissahickon  Creek,  site  of  the  first  Brethren 
baptism  in  America;  a  towel  and  basin;  an  open  Bible, 
glasses  and  a  candle  (symbolic  of  searching  God's  word, 
a  light  to  our  lives);  the  Saurer  printing  press;  a  sailing 
ship  representing  the  means  early  Brethren  used  to 
reach  the  U.S.;  the  Alexander  Mack  seal;  the  bread  and 
cup;  and  a  poor  box. 

According  to  information  from  Pastor  Keplinger,  the 
collage  was  painted  for  two  purposes.  One  of  these, 
obviously,  was  to  present  in  visual  form  some  elements 
of  our  Brethren  heritage.  The  other  was  to  raise  money 
for  restoration  of  the  Germantown  Meetinghouse  —  the 
first  Brethren  church  building  in  America. 

Others  interested  in  obtaining  a  print  of  this  "Collage 


of  Brethren  History"  for  their  church  or  home  can  receive 
additional  information  and  order  forms  from  Art  for  German- 
town  Restoration  Project;  R.D.  #3,  763  Farmdale  Rd.;  Mount 
Joy,  PA  17552.  Prices  of  prints  are  $95.00  unframed  and 
$185.00  framed. 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

EARTH  DAY  EVERY  DAY 

Last  month,  on  April  22,  many  people  celebrated  Earth  Day.  The  Earth  Day 
celebration  was  started  20  years  ago  as  a  way  to  help  people  think  about  how  we  treat 
the  earth.  People  were  beginning  to  see  that  we  could  not  keep  on  polluting  the  air, 
water,  and  soil  because  sooner  or  later  our  earth  would  not  be  fit  to  live  on. 

As  Christians  we  have  an  even  better  reason  to  take  good  care  of  the  earth.  It  is 
called  "stewardship."  Stewardship  is  a  big  word  that  means  that  we  only  take  care  (are 
"stewards")  of  this  beautiful  earth.  Psalm  24:1  says  that  the  earth  and  everything  on  it 
belong  to  God.  The  earth  does  not  belong  to  kings  or  presidents  or  to  big  companies 
that  buy  and  sell  the  land.  We  cannot  do  with  the  earth  as  we  please.  It  is  not  ours. 

It  is  good  to  have  an  Earth  Day  as  a  yearly  reminder  that  we  must  take  good  care  of 
our  earth.  But  for  Christians,  every  day  is  like  an  Earth  Day.  We  who  follow  Jesus  must 
not  forget  for  even  one  day  whom  we  belong  to  and  who  owns  the  whole  earth. 

Jesus  is  Lord,  and  He  is  king  and  ruler  over  all  that  God  has  made.  We  are  simply 
His  helpers  in  caring  for  God's  earth  and  its  people  and  creatures.  We  want  to  do  that 
job  well  so  that  Jesus  will  be  proud  of  us  and  will  say  to  us  one  day,  "Well  done,  you 
good  and  faithful  servant." 

Read  Luke  12:41-47  in  your  Bible  and  think  about  how  we  can  be  faithful  and  wise 
servants  in  caring  for  the  earth  for  our  Master,  Jesus. 


FIVE  WAYS  TO  HELP  TAKE  GOOD  CARE  OF  THE  EARTH 

1 .  Plant  a  tree,  flowers,  or  a  garden. 

2.  Recycle  your  garbage.  Sort  out  the  cardboard,  glass,  aluminum,  and  plastics,  and 
take  them  to  a  recycling  center  where  they  will  be  made  again  into  useful  things. 

3.  Go  on  a  monthly  neighborhood  litter  hunt  with  your  family  or  friends. 

4.  Don't  waste  water.  Take  shallow  baths  or  short  showers.  Turn  off  the  water 
while  you  brush  your  teeth.  Don't  flush  the  toilet  unless  it  is  necessary. 

5.  Walk  or  ride  your  bike  whenever  you  can  instead  of  going  in  a  car.  Encourage  grown 
do  the  same.  It  not  only  helps  keep  the  air  clean;  it  also  is  good  for  your  body. 

For  more  ideas,  look  for  50  Simple  Things  You  can  Do  to  Save  the  Earth  by  John  Javna 
public  library. 


-ups  to 
at  your 


Read  Genesis  2:15  in  a  Good  News  Bible.  Then  cut  out  the  boxed  words  below  and  glue  them 
into  the  correct  blanks  in  the  sentence. 


Then  the 


to 


placed  the 
it  and 


in  the 


it."  Genesis  2:15. 


guard 


garden  of  Eden 


man 


Lord  God 


cultivate 
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From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 


Rev.  John  Mills,  pastor  of  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  Brethren  Church, 
was  an  invited  guest  at  the  recent 
swearing-in  ceremony  for  the  Deputy 
Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States. 
The  ceremony  was  held  at  the  Nation- 
al Institute  of  Health. 

An  open  reception  honoring  Rev. 
W.  St.  Clair  and  Pauline  Benshoff 

on  their  50th  wedding  anniversary 
will  be  held  May  27  from  3  to  5  p.m. 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  The 
Benshoffs  currently  reside  at  719  W. 
Main  St.,  Louisville,  OH  44641.  (The 
family  requests  that  gifts  be  omitted.) 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Oakville,  Ind.,  has  begun  sponsoring 
a  daily  15-minute  radio  broadcast 
over  local  radio  station  Faith  99 
WERK.  The  program,  "Upon  This 
Rock,"  which  is  broadcast  daily,  Mon- 
day through  Friday,  from  2:00  to  2:15 
p.m.,  seeks  to  win  souls  into  God's 
kingdom,  nurture  believers  to  Chris- 
tian maturity,  and  minister  to  human 
needs.  Dr.  Dan  Lawson,  pastor  of  the 
Oakville  Church  and  speaker  for  the 
program,  seeks  in  his  radio  messages 
to  provide  biblical  answers  to  the 
daily  struggles  of  Christian  living. 
Copies  of  each  broadcast  are  available 
to  the  public  for  a  donation. 

The  Brethren  Hour,  a  weekly 
radio  program  featuring  Dr.  J.  D. 
Hamel,  pastor  emeritus  of  the  Sara- 


sota, Fla.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
resumed  international  distribution  in 
April  with  the  addition  of  4VOC  in 
Port  Au  Prince,  Haiti,  to  its  station 
line-up.  The  program  will  be  broad- 
cast twice  each  Sunday,  once  in 
English  and  once  in  Creole  French. 
Now  in  its  23rd  year,  the  half-hour 
broadcast  is  produced  by  Watrous 
Video  Productions.  Grant  Showalter 
is  the  producer,  Bill  Watrous  the  di- 
rector, and  John  Hamel  the  engineer. 

The  Milledgeville,  111.,  Brethren 
Church  hosted  a  community  choir 
Concert  of  Praise  on  April  8,  which 
was  attended  by  members  of  the  local 
Methodist,         Baptist,        Lutheran, 


Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  Brethren 
congregations.  The  Concert  of  Praise, 
which  was  witnessed  by  a  capacity 
crowd,  included  selections  by  a  com- 
munity children's  choir  and  an  Easter 
cantata,  "Risen,  As  He  Said,"  directed 
by  Denise  Lent,  music  teacher  at  the 
local  school.  The  pastors  of  the  com- 
munity churches  served  as  narrators 
for  the  cantata. 

Clemantina  Fiorenza,  mother  of 
Brethren  missionary  Maria  Miranda, 
passed  away  on  April  16.  She  was 
buried  in  Northridge,  Calif.  Our  sym- 
pathy and  prayers  are  with  Maria  and 
her  family  in  the  passing  of  this  loved 
one. 


Goldenaires 

Rev.  W.  St.  Clair  and  Pauline  Ben- 
shoff, 50th,  May  30.  Members  of  the  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 
Paul  and  Margaret  Miller,  60th,  May  7. 
Members  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church. 

John  and  Geraldine  Grose,  50th, 
March  2.  Members  of  the  Warsaw  First 
Brethren  Church. 

In  Memory 

Bernice  I.  Overdorf,  81,  April  27.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church  and 
WMS.  Services  by  Pastor  Carl  H.  Phillips. 
Carl  E.  Smith,  85,  April  26.  Member  of 
the  Vinco  Brethren  Church  and  Laymen's 
Organization.  Services  by  Pastor  Carl  H. 
Phillips. 

William  Hagerich,  79,  April  23.  Member 
of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Carl  H.  Phillips. 
Ralph  Barnum,  66,  April  19.  Member  for 
50  years  and  deacon  of  the  Fort  Scott 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  also  served  as 
a  trustee,  song  leader,  teacher,  and  as 
president  and  treasurer  of  Men  With  a 
Mission.  Services  by  Pastor  Jim  Koontz. 
Becky  (Grumbling)  Munoz,  32,  April 
10,  in  an  automobile  accident.  The 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Grum- 
bling, Becky  served  as  a  Summer 
Crusader  in  1975  and  1977  and  worked 
with  the  Hispanic    Brethren  church    in 


Pasadena  as  a  tentmaker.  At  the  time  of 
her  death  she  was  living  in  Georgia  with 
her  husband  and  three  young  children. 
Clifton  Martin,  Sr.,  83,  April  6.  Member 
of  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church  and 
father  of  Mrs.  Jane  Stogsdill.  Services  by 
Pastor  Dean  Benton  and  Rev.  Claude 
Stogsdill,  son-in-law  of  the  deceased. 
Vivian  Peugh,  84,  February  24.  Member 
of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church 
where  she  was  at  one  time  active  in  the 
music  department.  Services  by  Pastor 
Kenneth  Sullivan. 

Weddings 

Dawn  Michele  Deibert  to  Douglas 
Eric  Spitzer,  April  21,  at  the  St.  James 
Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Brian  H.  Moore 
officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  St. 
James  Brethren  Church. 
Denise  Susann  Cool  to  Jack  Phillip 
Murray  II,  April  7,  at  the  St.  James 
Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Brian  H.  Moore 
officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  St. 
James  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Walcrest:  2  by  transfer 

Milledgeville:  1  by  transfer 

Warsaw:  1  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 

Masontown:  1  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Fairless  Hills-Levittown:  1  by  transfer 

Pleasant  View:  6  by  baptism,  1  by  tran. 


I  hope  you  have  enjoyed  this  issue  of  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 


And  if  you  are  not  a  subscriber,  I  invite  you  to  become 
one  —  at  a  special  introductory  price.  Begin  receiving 
inspirational  articles,  information  about  the  ministries  of  The 
Brethren  Church,  and  news  about  local  congregations  and 
Brethren  people  on  a  regular  basis. 

Brethren  who  receive  and  read  the  Evangelist  are,  for  the 
most  part,  people  who  are  vitally  interested  and  involved  in 
the  life  and  ministry  of  The  Brethren  Church.  I  want  you  to 
be  that  kind  of  person. 

So  take  this  opportunity  to  join  our  family  of  readers.  Act 
now  and  you  can  subscribe  at  the  special  rate  of  $8.00  — 
1  /3  off  the  regular  annual  rate.  —  ft  C.  Winfield,  editor 


Yes,  I  want  to  subscribe  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist  for 
the  coming  year  at  the  special  introductory  price  of  $8.00. 

Name 


Address 


City 


State/Zip 

Make  check  payable  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist  and 
send  with  this  form  to  Subscription  Department,  The  Breth- 
ren Evangelist,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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Secular  Versus  Divine  Expediency 


FOLLOWING  the  resurrection 
of  Lazarus,  John's  Gospel 
records  that  "many  of  the  Jews 
who  had  come  to  Mary,  and  had 
seen  the  things  Jesus  did,  believed 
in  Him"  (11:45*).  This  aroused  the 
concern  of  the  Pharisees,  whose 
minds  were  so  clouded  by  resent- 
ment and  jealousy  that  they 
refused  to  acknowledge  that  Jesus 
could  do  anything  of  lasting  value. 

Meeting  in  closed  session,  the 
Pharisees  and  chief  priests  deter- 
mined that  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
might  cause  the  Roman  soldiers  to 
intervene  in  the  affairs  of  the  Jew- 
ish people.  It  must  be  understood 
that  this  opinion  was  prompted 
more  by  their  hatred  of  Jesus  than 
by  any  objective  substance. 

Caiaphas,  the  high  priest,  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  of  the  gather- 
ing when  he  said,  ".  .  .  it  is 
expedient  for  us  that  one  man 
should  die  for  the  people,  and  not 
that  the  whole  nation  should 
perish"  (John  11:50,  emphasis 
added).  Thus  Jesus  was  crucified 
on  "The  Cross  of  Expediency"! 

Expediency  is  defined  thus: 
"based  on  or  offering  what  is  of  use 
or  advantage  rather  than  what  is 
right  or  just;  guided  by  self-inter- 
est ..."  (Webster's  New  World  Dic- 
tionary). What  one  considers 
expedient,  then,  is  determined  by 
one's  world  view. 

Caiaphas  illustrates  the  world 
view  of  "secular  expediency."  This 
kind  of  expediency  lacks  spiritual 
objectivity;  it  reckons  without  God 
and  without  objective  moral 
values.  Blinded  by  materialistic 
and  humanistic  selfishness,  it 
sacrifices  the  greater  good  for 
limited  concerns.  It  usually  fails  to 

'Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  fron  the 
New  King  James  Version. 

Rev.  Lowmaster  is  a  retired  Brethren 
pastor  living  in  Louisville,  Ohio. 
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By  Charles  Lowmaster 

reckon  with  the  long  view  and  fu- 
ture consequences,  being  largely 
concerned  with  the  short  term. 

Secular  expediency  sacrifices 
right  and  justice  on  the  cross  of 
selfishness.  It  is  counterproduc- 
tive, ceding  the  ultimate  for  the 
immediate,  producing  "scapegoats" 
in  an  atmosphere  of  moral  bank- 
ruptcy, denying  right  and  justice. 

The  antithesis  of  secular  ex- 
pediency is  "divine  expediency,"  il- 
lustrated by  the  vision  of  Jesus. 
That  vision  is  succinctly  defined  in 
Matthew  16:21  —  "From  that  time 
Jesus  began  to  show  to  His  dis- 
ciples that  He  must  go  to 
Jerusalem,  and  suffer  many  things 
from  the  elders  and  chief  priests 
and  scribes,  and  be  killed,  and  be 
raised  the  third  day." 

Jesus'  idea  of  expediency 

Jesus'  idea  of  what  was  ex- 
pedient was  quite  different  from 
that  of  Caiaphas  or  that  expressed 
by  Peter  in  his  immature  spiritual 
condition  (Matthew  16:22-23). 
Jesus  saw  beyond  personal  pain 
and  suffering  to  a  greater  good, 
which  could  only  be  obtained  for 
the  future  through  present  incon- 
venience: ".  .  .  who  for  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  Him  endured  the 
cross,  despising  the  shame,  and 
has  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  throne  of  God"  (Heb.  12:2). 

Divine  expediency  is  the  spirit  of 
the  martyrs.  It  is  the  spirit  which 
begets  missionaries  and  servants. 
It  is  constantly  in  conflict  with 
secular  expediency. 

Divine  expediency  might  some- 
times be  confused  with  lack  of  tact 
or  diplomacy:  John  the  Baptist 
could  have  saved  himself  a  lot  of 
difficulty  if  he  had  kept  quiet 
about  the  king's  affair  with  his 
brother's  wife.  Elijah,  likewise, 
brought  upon  himself  great  per- 
sonal discomfort  because  he  dared 


challenge  Jezebel.  Daniel  en- 
dangered his  life  by  openly  chal- 
lenging the  decree  of  his  king. 
Joseph  brought  upon  himself  the 
anger  of  Potiphar's  wife  and  im- 
prisonment by  refusing  that 
woman's  sexual  advances,  which 
would  have  brought  him  immedi- 
ate sensual  pleasure. 

Those  who  have  chosen  the  path 
of  secular  expediency  have  failed 
to  accomplish  any  lasting  good  or 
to  be  remembered  with  praise.  But 
those  who  have  chosen  the  path  of 
divine  expediency  —  who  have 
"denied  themselves,  taken  up  their 
cross,  and  followed  Jesus"  —  are 
the  ones  for  whom  memorials  are 
erected  and  about  whom  tes- 
timonials are  written. 

Sad  to  say,  secular  expediency 
often  rules  within  the  church. 
Many  a  pastor  or  devout  layman 
has  been  crucified  on  the  cross  of 
secular  expediency.  Churches 
stand  impotent  and  crippled  in 
growth  because  right  and  justice 
have  been  perverted  by  narrow, 
selfish  interest. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  also  find 
evidence  of  the  kind  of  expediency 
which  Jesus  practiced,  as  Chris- 
tians offer  themselves  to  be 
crucified  with  Christ  for  the  larger 
good  of  His  kingdom. 

The  Apostle  Paul  defined  the 
power  that  begets   "divine   ex- 
pediency."  It  is   engendered  by 
adopting  the  mind  of  Christ  (Phil. 
2:5-8);  by  maintaining  consistency 
between  Christian  profession  and 
practice  (Col.  3:1-3);  and  by  assess- 
ing properly  those  things  that  are 
profitable  (Phil.  3:8-14). 
If  anyone  desires  to  come  after 
Me,   let  him  deny  himself,  and 
take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  Me. 
For  whoever  desires  to  save  his 
life  will  lose  it,  but  whoever  loses 
his  life  for  My  sake  will  find  it. 

Matthew  16:24-25      [f] 
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Summer  Crusadering  — 


It's  not  just  an  adventure  . . . 


It's  a  life-changing  experience. 


Since  1949, 
411  Brethren  youth 
have  served  in 
the  Summer 
Crusader  Program. 


They  have  taught  Bible  school  .  .  .  counseled  in  camp  .  .  .  sung  in  churches  across  the 
United  States  and  in  Europe  .  .  .  served  on  the  mission  field  ...  led  Bible  studies  .  .  .  shared 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  met  interesting  host  families  .  .  .  assisted  pastors  .  .  . 
presented  dramas  .  .  .  surveyed  for  church  prospects  .  .  .  learned  to  live  together  in  close 
proximity  with  other  young  people  .  .  .  found  a  wife  or  hus- 
band .  .  .  grew  in  the  Lord  .  .  . 

And  many  of  these  same  young  people  have  gone  on  to 
ministry  in  The  Brethren  Church.  In  fact,  through  1989,  193 
have  served  as  pastors,  missionaries,  spouses  of  Christian 
workers,  denominational  executives,  professors  ...  or  are 
now  preparing  to  do  so. 


The  summer  of  1990  holds  the  same  opportunity  to  im- 
pact young  lives.  You  have  had  a  part  through  your  prayers 
and  financial  support.  And  you  can  do  so  again. 

Make  a  contribution  to  your  local  church  this  month, 
designated  for  "Summer  Crusaders."  Or  send  your  contribu- 
tion today  to: 

The  Brethren  Church,  Inc. 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 
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by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Chickens  and  Champions 


YOUNG  PEOPLE,  and  some  not 
so  young,  are  graduating  all 
over  the  land  again  this  year.  A 
wonderful  opportunity  awaits 
them  as  they  cross  this  threshold 
of  life. 

Many  of  them  will  go  out  filled 
with  dreams  and  visions  of  suc- 
cess. But  a  great  number  of  them 
—  most  of  them,  in  fact  —  will 
never  fulfill  their  dreams  because 
they  won't  act  upon  them. 

To  act  is  to  venture  forth,  to  take 
a  step  of  risk,  to  exhibit  an 
entrepreneur  spirit  modeled  after 
the  champions  of  the  past.  Few 
will  take  that  risky  step.  They  are 
chicken.  They  simply  do  not  have 
the  stomach  for  action,  and  that's 
the  plain  truth. 

Biblical  role  models 

The  Bible  is  replete  with  il- 
lustrations of  champions  —  those 
willing  to  take  the  step  of  faith,  to 
move  out  with  the  entrepreneur 
spirit,  to  risk  all,  to  follow  their 
dreams.  Today's  graduates  would 
do  well  to  look  at  these  biblical 
champions  as  role  models. 

A  study  of  the  lives  of  these  bibli- 
cal champions  reveals  similar 
traits  in  every  one.  They  were  (1) 
willing  to  act;  (2)  formed  a  strategy 
of  action;  and  (3)  believed  passion- 
ately in  what  they  were  doing. 

Abraham  was  one  such  cham- 
pion. He  went  out  not  knowing 
where  he  was  going,  looking  for  a 
city  whose  foundation-maker  and 
builder  was  God.  He  had  a  dream, 
and  he  took  action  on  that  dream. 


There  is  a  big  difference  in 
people,  you  know.  Some  are  big 
dreamers.  They  always  talk  a  good 
game,  but  they  never  act  on  it. 

Abraham  walked  his  talk.  He 
left  his  homeland  (see  Genesis  12) 
and  went  forth,  acting  upon  his 
dream.  His  strategy  was  to  move 
his  family  and  his  flocks  and  herds 
forth  until  he  came  to  Canaan. 
Along  the  way  he  paused  to  build 
altars,  such  as  the  one  at  Bethel. 

There  is  little  doubt  that 
Abraham  followed  his  beliefs  with 
a  passion.  No  one  could  call  this 
man  a  chicken. 

Nehemiah,  another  champion 

Nehemiah  was  another  cham- 
pion —  one  of  my  favorites.  He  had 
it  made  in  the  palace  of  Artaxer- 
xes.  But  he  had  a  dream,  like 
many  graduates  today.  The  dif- 
ference is,  he  acted  upon  that 
dream. 

This  man's  dream  so  affected  his 
life  that  even  the  king  noticed.  So 
Artaxerxes  granted  him  permis- 
sion to  visit  Jerusalem  to  inspect 
the  walls  of  the  ruined  city. 

We  see  Nehemiah's  strategy  un- 
fold in  the  second  chapter  of  his 
book.  This  man  passionately 
believed  in  what  he  was  about  to 
undertake.  Nothing  could  defeat 
him  in  his  desire  to  see  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem  rebuilt. 

Modern-day  champions  are  not 
unlike  the  Abrahams  and 
Nehemiahs  of  the  past.  It  is  most 
unfortunate  that  our  universities 
and  colleges  do  not  look  to  the 


Bible  for  role  models.  All  cham- 
pions of  all  ages  possess  similar 
qualities. 

A  modern-day  champion  was  an 
old  man  with  a  chicken  recipe. 
Colonel  Sanders  was  65  and 
received  his  first  Social  Security 
check.  It  was  for  $99.  He  said,  "I 
can't  live  on  this!" 

The  Colonel  began  to  take  inven- 
tory of  his  life's  dream.  Even 
though  he  was  getting  up  in  years, 
he  still  possessed  one  trait  that 
characterizes  all  champions  — 
energy.  He  decided  that  he  also 
had  another  thing  going  for  him,  a 
secret  recipe  for  chicken. 

So  the  Colonel  got  into  his  car 
and  acted  upon  his  dream.  He 
went  to  the  manager  of  a  res- 
taurant and  said  he  would  give 
him  his  secret  chicken  recipe  if  the 
manager  would  give  him  a  share  of 
the  profits.  The  manager  told  him 
he  already  had  a  chicken  recipe 
and  to  go  pluck  his  feathers. 

But  the  Colonel  wasn't  easily 
defeated.  He  traveled  back  and 
forth  over  the  country  for  the  next 
two  years  trying  to  convince  some- 
one to  try  his  chicken  recipe.  He 
lived  out  of  the  back  seat  of  his  car 
and  went  to  1,009  restaurant 
managers  before  finding  one  will- 
ing to  give  his  recipe  a  try. 

You  know  the  rest  of  the  story. 
You  can't  go  anywhere  in  the  U.S. 
without  seeing  a  sign  for  the 
Colonel's  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken. 

Suppose  1,009  restaurant 
managers  had  turned  him  down. 
Would  the  Colonel  have  given  up? 
No,  he  would  have  gone  on  to  1,010 
and  then  to  1,011,  etc.  He  had  a 
dream  and  a  strategy.  He  acted 
upon  that  dream  and  carried  out 
that  strategy  with  great  passion 
and  belief.  And  this,  as  always, 
produced  success. 

Good  advice  for  churches 

This  simple  formula  which  I've 
disclosed  to  you  is  good  advice  for 
all  graduates  —  for  everyone,  even 
churches.  Perhaps  I  should  say, 
especially  churches. 

We  have  the  champions  of  the 
past  to  guide  us  as  role  models. 
The  only  thing  holding  us  back  is 
the  "chicken"  in  us  that  keeps  us 
from  taking  the  first  step  —  action. 
It's  up  to  us.  It  always  has  been, 
and  that's  the  bottom  line. 
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Getting  Involved  in 
Domestic  Disaster  Relief 

Article  and  Photographs 

By  Editor  Richard  C.  Winfield 


Sunday  morning,  March  18. 

Six-thirty  already!  I'm  half  an 
hour  late.  George  will  wonder 
what  happened  to  me.  And  we 
have  a  long  day  ahead  of  us  — 
driving  from  Ashland  to  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina.  They  said  it 
would  take  from  12  to  14  hours.  I 
hope  it's  the  former. 

There's  George  now,  standing  in 
front  of  his  garage  with  his  suit- 
case and  sleeping  bag.  We'll  just 
load  his  things  in  and  hit  the  road. 

It's  6:45  a.m.  and  we're  on  our 
way  —  headed  for  Charleston, 
where  we'll  spend  the  week  doing 
domestic  disaster  relief  in  the  area 
devastated  by  Hurricane  Hugo  last 
September.  I  wonder  what  kind  of 
project  we'll  be  working  on.  They 
said  to  bring  hammers,  so  that 
suggests  we'll  be  doing  construc- 
tion —  helping  to  build  a  house, 
perhaps.  If  we'll  be  working  out- 
side, I  hope  it's  warmer  there  than 
here  in  Ashland. 

No  need  to  worry  about  that 
now,  however  —  just  put  it  in  the 
Lord's  hands.  Instead,  I  might  as 
well  spend  some  time  getting  ac- 
quainted with  George  Boyer,  since 
we'll  be  spending  a  lot  of  time 
together  this  week.  I  know  that  he 
is  an  uncle  to  Carolyn  Cooksey 
(Dave's  wife),  that  he's  about  the 
same  age  as  my  dad,  and  that  he 
recently  came  back  from  a  work 
camp  in  Kenya,  Africa.  But  except 
for  a  brief  chat  one  day  in  my  of- 
fice, I've  never  really  met  him. 

$        ♦        *        £        $ 

Sunday  evening,  8:45  p.m. 

We're  here  at  last,  at  the  Salva- 
tion Army  Thrift  Store  in  North 
Charleston,  which  will  be  our 
home  for  the  week.  Actually, 
though,  the  700-mile  trip  wasn't 
nearly  so  bad  as  I  had  expected. 
George  and  I  found  much  to  talk 
about.  I  learned  that  he  was  an 
agricultural  missionary  for  the 


Methodist 
Church    in    the 
Philippines  from 
1966    to     1969, 
just    about    the 
time  that  Kitty 
and  I  spent  our 
first     term      in 
Nigeria  as  mis- 
sionaries.  I  also  learned  that  he 
did  short-term  service  and  was  on 
work  camps   in  several  African 
countries.  So  we  enjoyed  compar- 
ing experiences. 

Besides,  the  trip  down  was  like  a 
journey  into  spring!  Ashland  was 
gray  and  cloudy,  with  only  the  first 
signs  of  spring.  But  as  we  traveled 
through  West  Virginia,  the  sun 
broke  through  and  it  looked  like 
April.  Then  when  we  came  down 
out  of  the  high  country  in  North 
Carolina,  it  was  as  if  we  had 
driven  into  May.  And  here  in 
Charleston,  it's  like  June  in  Ash- 
land (except  for  the  palm  trees!). 

Now  it's  time  to  move  in  and  to 
learn  what  we  can  about  our  as- 
signment for  the  week.  The  28 


The  house  on  which  the  writer  worked  during  the  week. 

Ashland  University  students  and 
two  staff  members  whom  we  will 
be  working  with  this  week  arrived 
earlier  in  the  day.  So  they've  had  a 
chance  to  get  some  of  the  details. 

Tonight  all  of  us  will  stay  here  at 
the  Thrift  Store,  in  an  area  of  the 
building  intended  as  a  shelter  for 
the  homeless,  but  which  is  now 
being  used  to  house  relief  workers. 
Also  staying  here  are  11  students 
from  Ohio  State  University,  who 
will  work  with  us  during  the  week. 

Tomorrow  a  dozen  of  the  AU  stu- 
dents will  move  to  Johns  Island, 
where  they  will  work  on  a  home 
being  built  for  a  missionary  couple 
who  work  among  the  poor  families 
on  that  island.  The  rest  of  us  will 
work  on  four  houses  being  built  in 


Why  Did  I  Go? 

Over  the  past  several  years  I've 
seen  numerous  notices  from  the  World 
Relief  Board  (now  Commission)  urging 
Brethren  to  get  involved  in  disaster 
relief.  I've  been  disappointed  that  so 
few  have  responded.  But  I  had  to  ask 
myself,  Why  should  I  expect  others  to 
go  if  I  don't?  So  I  did. 

But  more  than  that,  I  wanted  to  go.  I 
wanted  to  get  directly  and  physically 
involved  in  helping  others. 

I  also  had  another  motive.  I  thought 
that  by  going  and  writing  about  my  ex- 
perience, perhaps  I  could  inspire  other 
Brethren  to  get  involved  in  disaster 
relief.  And  maybe  I  could  take  some  of 
the  uncertainty  out  of  the  experience, 
so  that  people  would  know  what  to  ex- 
pect if  they  volunteered. 

I  had  intended  to  work  through  the 


Church  of  the  Brethren  Disaster  Re- 
sponse Program,  which  is  the  or- 
ganization our  World  Relief 
Commission  works  with.  But  when  I 
learned  that  a  group  of  Ashland 
University  students  was  going  to 
South  Carolina,  I  decided  to  join  them. 
(I  was  also  asked  to  provide  transpor- 
tation for  some  of  the  students,  but  as 
it  turned  out,  this  was  not  necessary.) 
The  University's  involvment  was  ar- 
ranged by  Carolyn  Cooksey,  AU's 
Volunteerism  Coordinator,  and  her 
assistant,  Lori  Fox.  They,  too,  had 
planned  to  work  through  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  Disaster  Response  Pro- 
gram, but  turned  to  the  Mennonite  Dis- 
aster Service  when  they  learned  that 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  could  not 
handle  a  group  this  large.  (Both  dis- 
aster services  are  working  in  the  same 
general  area  of  South  Carolina.) 
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Our  home  for  the  week.  Volunteers 
church  buildings,  other  buildings  turned 
ters,  house  trailers,  and  homes. 

a  rural  area  north  of  nearby 
Mount  Pleasant.  We  will  spend  our 
nights  at  the  Thrift  Store,  where  a 
cook  will  prepare  our  breakfast 
and  evening  meal  each  day. 

It's  been  a  long  day,  so  it's  time 
to  get  some  rest.  George  and  I  and 
the  two  AU  staff  members  (plus  a 
third  yet  to  come)  will  share  a 
room,  while  the  university  stu- 
dents are  bunking  in  two  larger 
rooms.  The  accommodations  aren't 
plush  by  any  means  and  could  use 
some  cleaning.  But  we  didn't  come 
down  here  to  be  pampered. 
$    $    *    #    * 

Monday,  March  19,  9:30  a.m. 

So  this  is  where  we  will  work 
this  week,  at  one  of  the  four  houses 
being  built  by  Samaritan's  Purse, 
the  relief  arm  of  the  Billy  Graham 
Association,  run  by  Dr.  Graham's 
son,  Franklin.  The  houses  are 
being  built  for  four  families  who 
lost  their  homes  when  hurricane- 
driven  waves  washed  them  away. 

The  AU  and  OSU  students,  staff, 
George,  and  I  have  been  divided 
into  four  groups,  and  each  group 
has  been  assigned  to  work  on  one 
of  the  four  houses.  Nine  of  us  — 
six  university  gals,  George,  Gregg 
(an  OSU  student),  and  I  —  will 
work  at  this  site  today. 

The  house  is  being  built  for 
Ethel  Brown,  her  son,  Hampton, 
and  granddaughter,  Swisse.  Their 
original  home  still  stands  —  about 
200  yards  away  where  it  was 
swept  by  the  water.  It  is  no  longer 
inhabitable  and  is  beyond  repair. 

The  gals  are  already  working  in- 


are  also  housed  in 
into  temporary  shel- 


side  the  house, 
sanding  down 
the  walls,  which 
have  received  a 
first  coat  of 
spackling. 
George,  Gregg, 
and  I  will  be 
building  a  deck 
and  a  set  of 
steps  at  the  front 
of  the  house.  At 
the  moment, 
George  is  dis- 
cussing plans  for 
the  deck  with 
Rick,  another 
volunteer 
worker  who  has 
been  down  here 
since  last  fall 
and  who  is  supervising  construc- 
tion of  the  four  houses.  Once  Rick 
gets  us  and  the  other  three  work 
teams  started,  he  will  head  for  his 
paid  job,  where  he  works  to  sup- 
port himself  while  helping  with  the 
relief  projects. 

Monday  evening. 

Boy,  am  I  tired!  Working  all  day 
in  the  warm  sun  (mid-70's  I'd 
guess)  digging  holes,  mixing  ce- 
ment, and  moving  lumber  is  hard- 
er work  (physically,  at  least)  than 
sitting  at  a  computer  all  day.  And 
those  darn  sand  fleas  didn't  help 
either.  They  sure  were  hungry!  My 
arms  look  as  if  I  have  chicken  pox. 
At  least  I'm  thankful  the  bites 
don't  itch  anymore.  And  Sandy, 
one  of  the  Samaritan's  Purse 
volunteers,  says  it's  supposed  to  be 
cooler  tomorrow,  in  which  case  the 
sand  fleas  will  take  the  day  off. 

In  any  case,  I'm  happy  about  the 
progress  we  made.  We  got  a  good 
start  on  the  deck  —  got  the  sup- 


port posts  cemented  in  place  —  so 
we  should  be  ready  to  move  ahead 
tomorrow.  And  the  gals  got  the 
first  coat  of  spackling  sanded  and 
started  putting  on  a  second  coat. 

What  a  big  meal  awaited  us 
when  we  got  back  here  to  the 
Thrift  Store  this  evening!  It  looks 
as  if  we  will  be  well  fed  this  week. 

$       *       *       4c       * 

Tuesday  morning. 

Sandy  was  right  about  the 
weather.  It  is  cooler  this  morning 
—  in  the  upper  50's  I'd  guess,  in 
spite  of  the  bright  sunshine.  Glad  I 
wore  a  jacket.  There's  no  sight  of 
those  little  bugs,  either,  just  as  she 
said.  That's  a  relief. 

For  a  couple  of  seconds  this 
morning  I  thought  we  weren't 
going  to  make  it.  When  the  rush- 
hour  traffic  on  the  expressway 
stopped  suddenly,  I  was  sure  we 
were  going  to  smash  into  the  car  in 
front  of  us.  We  would  have,  too,  if 
the  van  hadn't  swerved  into  the 
next  lane  when  I  slammed  on  the 
brakes.  Must  be  something  wrong 
with  the  brakes  that  they  pulled  so 
hard  to  the  right,  but  that's  what 
saved  us.  And  thankfully  there 
was  no  traffic  in  the  right  lane  at 
the  moment.  Even  so,  for  a  second 
I  still  thought  we  were  going  to 
crash  into  the  cement  barrier  at 
the  side  of  the  expressway.  We  got 
straightened  out  just  in  time.  The 
Lord  sure  was  looking  out  for  us. 
Thank  you,  Lord! 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

We're  beginning  to  see  some  real 
progress  now.  We've  got  the  sup- 
port up  for  the  deck  and  we're  now 
nailing  down  the  flooring.  George 
is  particular  about  our  work  — 
wants  everything  to  be  square  and 
level.  It  takes  longer  but  makes  a 


The  original  home  of  the  Brown  family,  which  was  swept  from  its  foundation 
and  carried  approximately  200  yards  away. 
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lot  nicer  job.  I  appreciate  that. 

We've  got  some  more  help  this 
afternoon  —  Joe  Schrock,  a  retired 
fellow  from  Archibold,  Ohio.  He's  a 
Mennonite,  and,  like  us,  is  serving 
through  Mennonite  Disaster  Serv- 
ice. He  and  his  wife,  Ada,  plan  to 
spend  a  couple  of  weeks  down 
here.  They're  staying  in  a  house 
trailer  just  up  the  road  from  where 
we're  working. 

The  gals,  and  Ada,  are  working 
on  the  outside  of  the  house  this 
afternoon  —  painting  the  siding. 
The  fact  that  the  house  is  on  stilts 
makes  outside  painting  more  dif- 
ficult, since  nothing  can  be  done 
from  the  ground.  We  could  use 
more  ladders  or  some  scaffolding. 
***** 
Tuesday  evening. 

I  don't  feel  nearly  so  tired  this 
evening.  Maybe  I'm  getting  used  to 
it.  More  likely,  it's  just  that  it 
wasn't  nearly  so  warm  today,  and 
the  fact  that  sawing  and  nailing 
aren't  as  tiring  as  digging  holes 
and  mixing  cement. 

There  was  a  lot  of  traffic  on  the 
expressway  again  when  we  came 
home  this  evening.  I  kept  a  sharp 
eye  out  tonight!  Another  great 
meal  was  waiting  for  us  when  we 
got  here.  I'm  sure  not  going  to  lose 
any  weight  this  week! 
$    $    *    *    * 

Wednesday  afternoon. 

We  put  up  the  steps  to  the  deck 
this  morning.  Now  George  is 
trying  to  figure  out  how  to  put  on 
the  railing.  Quite  a  crew  is  work- 
ing on  this  house  this  afternoon  — 
doing  exterior  painting  and  work- 
ing on  the  sanding  and  "mudding" 
inside.  Rick  and  Sandy  pulled 
some  of  the  people  off  the  other 
houses  and  put  them  to  work  here. 


What  About  Expenses? 

I  had  very  little  personal  expense 
for  this  week  of  relief  work.  Meals  and 
lodging  in  South  Carolina  were  pro- 
vided by  Mennonite  Disaster  Service, 
and  the  Brethren  National  Office 
provided  transporation. 

This  would  likewise  be  generally 
true  for  other  Brethren  who  might 
volunteer  for  domestic  disaster  serv- 
ice. Meals  and  lodging  would  be 
provided  by  the  relief  agency,  and  the 
Brethren  National  Office,  from  its 
World  Relief  funds,  would  assist  with 
travel  expenses. 


They  want  to  get  this 
house  further  along. 

Earlier  today  I  walked 
down  to  the  other  house 
on  this  road  that  our 
group  is  working  on,  and 
I  was  quite  impressed. 
It's  nearer  completion 
than  this  house.  It  gave 
me  an  idea  how  nice  this 
house  will  look  when  it 
is  finished. 

The  floor  plan  of  that 
house  is  almost  identical 
to  this  one.  In  fact,  I  un- 
derstand that  all  four  of 
the  houses  we  are  work- 
ing on  are  the  same  — 
two  bedrooms,  nice-sized 
living  room  and  kitchen, 
bathroom,  and  laundry/ 
furnace  room.  Not  large, 
but  comfortable. 

Gregg  is  now  putting  to  use  some 
of  what  he  learned  while  working 
with  George.  He  and  some  of  the 
other  students  are  digging  the 
holes  and  putting  in  the  support 
posts  for  the  small  deck  at  the  side 
door  to  this  house.  They  have  a  lot 
more  confidence  about  undertak- 
ing such  a  task  than  they  did  on 
Monday. 

I  think  this  has  been  a  good  ex- 
perience for  them.  In  fact,  I've 
been  amazed  this  week  how  people 
have  been  put  to  work  doing  tasks 
they've  never  done  before.  Rick,  in 
particular,  is  good  at  instilling  con- 
fidence in  people.  He  shows  them 
how  to  do  a  task,  then  assures 
them  that  they  can  finish  it  on 
their  own.  And  if  someone  makes  a 
mistake,  he  doesn't  get  upset.  Just 
shows  the  person  where  he  or  she 
went  wrong  and  puts  him  or  her 
back  on  track. 


Thursday  afternoon. 

We  had  a  nice  surprise  today. 
Mrs.  Brown  invited  those  of  us 
working  on  her  house  into  her 
house  trailer  (where  she  is  living 
until  the  house  is  finished)  for 
pizza.  Sure  tasted  better  than  the 
cold-meat  sandwiches  we've  been 
bringing  for  our  lunches  (although 
those  have  tasted  pretty  good  too 
after  a  morning  of  manual  labor!). 

Mrs.  Brown  really  seems  to  ap- 
preciate the  work  we  are  doing  for 
her  and  her  family.  She  was  so 
pleased  when  we  got  the   steps 


Mrs.  Ethel  Brown  and  her  granddaughter, 
Swisse,  in  front  of  what  will  be  their  new  house. 

done.  For  the  first  time  she  was 
finally  able  to  enter  the  house. 
(She  couldn't  use  the  makeshift 
ladder  we  had  been  using.) 

It  feels  good  to  be  helping  some- 
one who  really  needs  it.  Mrs. 
Brown  didn't  have  flood  insurance, 
and  she  couldn't  afford  to  replace 
her  home  herself. 

The  students  are  working  hard 
to  finish  some  of  their  projects 
today.  At  the  suggestion  of  one  of 
the  men  from  Mennonite  Disaster 
Service,  they  are  taking  tomorrow 
off  for  some  sightseeing  and  time 
on  the  beach.  There  is  still  a  lot  to 
be  done,  but  other  work  crews  will 
be  coming  in  to  carry  on  the  work. 

George  and  I  plan  to  work  in  the 
morning,  then  will  probably  take 
tomorrow  afternoon  off.  We  still 
have  some  work  to  do  on  our 
project. 

We've  been  slowed  down  some- 
what by  a  lack  of  proper  tools.  We 
were  told  just  to  bring  hammers, 
but  we  did  bring  along  some  other 
tools,  including  a  power  saw.  I'm 
sure  glad  I  stuck  that  in.  Rick  sup- 
plied us  with  one,  but  one's  not 
enough  when  you  have  a  number 
of  people  working  together.  We 
could  also  have  used  a  table  saw. 

I  think  volunteers  coming  to  a 
project  like  this  need  to  get  as 
much  information  as  they  can 
about  what  they  will  be  doing  and 
about  what  tools  they  might  need 
—  and  then  to  bring  along  any  of 
(continued  on  page  9) 
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Brethren  Megatrends  2000 

Part  one  of  a  two-part  article  dealing  with  major  areas  of  ministry  that 
Brethren  must  address  in  the  current  decade,  by  Mary  Ellen  Drushal. 


ANEW  MILLENNIUM  is  draw- 
ing near.  If  The  Brethren 
Church  is  to  enter  it  with  strength, 
energy,  and  vigor,  several  areas  of 
ministry  need  to  be  addressed. 

I  believe  our  denomination  has 
turned  an  attitudinal  corner  that 
permits  us  to  pursue  ideas  for  min- 
istry heretofore  unexplored.  We 
need  to  move  forward  in  the 
decade  of  the  90's  with  inten- 
tionality  and  purpose  consistent 
with  our  defined  mission  as  a 
denomination. 

Great  changes  took  place  in  the 
80's.  The  cold  war  ended.  Oppres- 
sion of  citizens  and  denial  of  their 
human  rights  by  their  govern- 
ments eased  in  many  countries. 

Nevertheless,  many  problems 
remain.  These  problems  —  world 
hunger,  AIDS,  the  pollution  of  the 
environment,  a  society  addicted  to 
drugs  of  all  sorts,  and  the  constant 
threat  of  nuclear  annihilation,  to 
name  a  few  —  force  us  as  Chris- 
tians to  develop  a  world-view 
without  blinders  as  we  look  toward 
the  21st  century. 

Alvin  Toffler  in  his  book,  The 
Third  Wave,  details  the  changes 
that  took  place  in  our  civilization 
as  it  moved  from  an  agrarian  to  an 
industrial  society.  When  the  in- 
dustrial revolution  reached  its 
peak,  the  information-based 
society  moved  to  the  fore.  In  a 
world  such  as  ours,  which  has  ex- 

Dr.  Drushal  is  General  Conference 
Moderator  and  Associate  Professor  of 
Christian  Education  and  Church  Ad- 
ministration at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  This  two-part  article  was 
originally  presented  as  an  address  at 
this  year's  Brethren  Pastors'  Con- 
ference in  April. 


perienced  rapid  and  pervasive 
change,  there  is  great  need  to  per- 
sonally know  a  changeless, 
sovereign,  and  infinite  God. 

A  Decade  of  Decency 

Today  show  hosts  Bryant  Gum- 
bel  and  Deborah  Norville  have 
dubbed  the  1990's  a  "decade  of 
decency."  If  that  is  the  case,  Chris- 
tians will  need  to  examine  them- 
selves, stand  firm  for  the  values 
they  hold  dear,  and  work  to  help 
the  institutions  and  organizations 
of  which  they  are  a  part  to  be 
everything  Christ  means  for  them 
to  be.  With  those  objectives  in 
mind,  I  offer  my  list  of  megatrends 
the  Brethren  must  be  a  part  of  in 
the  Decade  of  Decency. 

1.  Pursue  Spiritual  Formation. 

This  was  the  top  issue  of  concern 
at  the  Denominational  Planning 
Retreat  last  November.  Individual- 
ly, and  then  as  a  denomination,  we 
must  remove  the  facade  of  spirit- 
uality and  begin  to  "BE  AUTHEN- 
TIC DISCIPLES."  This  will  not 
happen  personally  or  as  a  cor- 
porate body  of  Christ  unless  we 
diligently  pray  for  it  and  use  self- 
discipline  to  accomplish  it. 

Spiritual  formation  is  the  by- 
product of  discipleship.  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  in  The  Cost  of  Dis- 
cipleship (p.  49),  states: 

When  we  are  called  to  follow 
Christ,  we  are  summoned  to  an 
exclusive  attachment  to  his  per- 
son. The  grace  of  his  call  bursts 
all  the  bonds  of  legalism.  It  is  a 
gracious  call,  a  gracious  com- 
mandment. It  transcends  the  dif- 
ference between  the  law  and  the 
gospel.  Christ  calls,  the  disciple 
follows;  that  is  grace  and  com- 
mandment in  one. 


Dr.  Jerry  Flora  has  defined 
spiritual  formation  as  "a  deliberate 
process  of  learning  to  love  God 
completely;  conforming  ourselves 
to  the  image  of  Christ;  learning  to 
walk  in  the  Spirit;  and  learning  to 
be  a  friend  of  God."  It  is  getting 
serious  with  God. 

Notice  that  in  this  definition,  Dr. 
Flora  points  out  the  trinitarian 
function  of  spiritual  formation, 
with  the  ultimate  goal  being  to  be- 
come a  friend  of  God.  Jesus,  in  one 
of  His  last  conversations  with  His 
disciples,  tells  them  in  John  15:15: 
"No  longer  do  I  call  you  slaves;  for 
the  slave  does  not  know  what  his 
master  is  doing;  but  I  have  called 
you  friends,  for  all  things  that  I 
have  heard  from  My  Father  I  have 
made  known  to  you."* 

If  spiritual  formation  is  a 
deliberate  process,  then  Brethren 
people  need  to  be  engaged  in  it  and 
encouraged  by  leadership  in  the 
denomination  to  pursue  that 
relationship  with  vigor.  We  need  to 
pray  —  listen  —  journal  —  study  — 
pray. 

2.  Be  Vision-Oriented  rather  than 
Maintenance-Mode  Minded. 

Too  many  Brethren  churches 
have  the  fortress  mind-set  that 
Frank  Tillapaugh  defines  as  "a 
willingness  to  minister  to  anyone 
who  will  come  within  the  four 
walls  of  our  church  buildings,  and 
fit  in  with  us"  (Unleashing  Your 
Potential,  p.  22-23).  The  focus  of 
fortress-minded  churches  is  ex- 
clusively on  the  needs  of  middle- 
class  families.  That  excludes 
ministry  to  singles,  to  divorcees,  to 
single  parents,  to  unwed  mothers, 

"Quotations  from  Scripture  are  from 
the  New  American  Standard  Bible. 
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to  street  people,  to  internationals, 
to  day-care  needs,  to  the  elderly,  to 
the  hungry  —  the  list  goes  on. 

Fortress  mind-set  thinking  has 
produced  tremendous  frustration 
in  our  churches.  Christianity 
Today  (February  7,  1986,  p.  14) 
reports  that: 

•  more  than  75%  of  churches  in 
America  are  either  not  growing 
or  are  in  serious  decline; 

•  most  people  who  attend 
worship  say  it  is  boring; 

•  ordained  clergy  are 
leaving  the  ministry  in 
growing  numbers. 
These   are   staggering 

statistics  about  which  we 
should  be  concerned. 

To  become  vision- 
oriented  we  must  become  inten- 
tional about  growth.  With  all  my 
heart,  I  believe  that  every 
Brethren  church  needs  to  engage 
in  the  planning  process  we  ex- 
perienced as  a  denomination  in 
November.  We  need  to  define  our 
mission,  know  the  purpose  of  every 
ministry  that  functions,  determine 
goals,  establish  strategies  and  set 
priorities  to  accomplish  the  mis- 
sion to  which  Christ  has  called  us. 

In  Matthew  28:19-20,  Jesus  told 
His  disciples  to  GO,  MAKE 
DISCIPLES,  BAPTIZE  THEM, 
TEACH  THEM  TO  OBEY,  assur- 
ing them  that  He  would  always  be 
with  them.  In  Acts  1:8  Jesus  even 
told  the  disciples  where  to  mini- 
ster: in  Jerusalem  (their  home 
area);  in  all  Judea  (the  county);  in 
Samaria  (nearby,  undesirable 
area);  and  then  to  the  remotest 
part  of  the  earth.  Jesus  meant  for 
churches  to  grow  and  not  to  fall 
victim  to  the  fortress  mind-set. 

The  problem  with  The  Brethren 
Church  is  that  we  don't  staff  for 
growth,  we  staff  for  maintenance. 
Dr.  Win  Arn,  the  foremost  com- 
municator in  church  growth,  states 
that  "a  church  should  have  one 
full-time  staff  member  for  every 
150  persons  in  worship  (eighteen 
years  of  age  or  above)"  (The 
Church  Growth  Ratio  Book,  p.  16). 
In  a  recent  workshop  Dr.  Arn 
revised  those  statistics  downward 
to  as  few  as  100  persons. 

3.  Build  TRUST  among  People. 

Building  trust  is  not  wasting 
time;  it's  dreaming  dreams 
together  with   other  people   of 


vision  and  then  putting  into  place 
the  kind  of  organization  and 
human  resources  that  can  ac- 
complish the  dream.  Leadership 
without  implementation  is  worth- 
less! Nothing  is  more  debilitating 
for  a  church  than  to  dream  and 
plan  great  things  but  never  to  get 
the  plan  off  the  ground. 

Leaders  who  build  trust  among 
people  have  a  reputation  for  their 


"We  need  to  define  our  mission,  know  the 
purpose  of  every  ministry  that  functions, 
determine  goals,  establish  strategies  and 
set  priorities  to  accomplish  the  mission  to 
which  Christ  has  called  us." 


those  under  the  age  of  18  years. 
.  .  .  the  over  55  years  population  is 
multiplying  three  times  faster 
than  the  population  at  large.  .  .  . 
the  65  year  plus  group  represents 
12%  of  the  national  population.  In 
churches  this  same  group  repre- 
sents 20%."  (Statistics  from 
L.I.F.E.  promotional  material  by 
Dr.  Win  Arn.) 
I  believe  that  older  people  want 
more  out  of  life  than  bus 
trips  to  tourist  traps,  and 
more  than  an  occasional 
meal  together.  As  the 
"Baby-Boom"  generation 
(those  born  between  1946 
and  1964)  matures,  they 
will  require  more  from 
the  church  if  the  church 


word  being  their  bond  —  they  do 
what  they  say  they'll  do.  Not  only 
do  they  do  what  they've  promised, 
they  do  it  well  —  thoroughly  and 
with  haste. 

Leaders  who  build  trust  among 
people  must  be  vulnerable  and 
transparent.  We  are  all  sinners 
saved  by  grace,  and  the  area 
beneath  the  cross  is  level  ground. 
There  are  no  "greater"  or  "lesser 
than"  people  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Leaders  who  build  trust  among 
people  respect  their  people.  Equip- 
ping the  saints  for  the  work  of 
service,  to  the  building  up  of  the 
body  of  Christ  (Eph.  4:12)  some- 
times requires  that  we  not  treat 
people  as  if  they  were  children.  We 
must  speak  the  truth  in  love  and 
grow  up  in  all  aspects  into 
Christlikeness  (Eph.  4:15). 

Leaders  who  build  trust  among 
people  don't  always  have  the  right 
and  quickest  answer  to  a  problem 
or  question.  They  listen  to  and  in- 
teract with  many  other  people 
before  determining  the  best  course 
of  action.  "Without  consultation, 
plans  are  frustrated,  but  with 
many  counselors  they  succeed" 
(Proverbs  15:22). 

4.  Address  the  Needs  of  an 
Aging  Population. 

How  do  you  know  when  you're 
getting  old? 

•  your  children  look  middle-aged; 

•  you  look  forward  to  a  dull  eve- 
ning; 

•  everything  hurts  and  what 
doesn't  hurt,  doesn't  work. 

"In  the  nation  today,  the  number 
of  persons  over  age  65  exceeds 


is  to  maintain  and  increase  their 
commitment. 

Ministry  is  not  synonymous  with 
entertainment  for  the  teen-ager, 
nor  is  it  for  the  senior  adult.  The 
church  needs  to  develop  ministry 
opportunities  for  senior  members. 
It  needs  to  provide  a  supportive 
environment  of  caring  people  who 
apply  their  spiritual  depth  and 
belief  in  Christ  as  difficult  times 
are  encountered. 

Kenneth  O.  Gangel  cites  charac- 
teristics of  older  adults  that  must 
be  addressed  in  programs  designed 
for  them: 

a.  wider  and  increasing  realm  of 
experiences; 

b.  tactile  relationships  —  lots  of 
hugs! 

c.  affirmation  as  individuals; 

d.  mental  stimulation; 

e.  greater  independence; 

f.  accentuate  values  held 
throughout  life; 

(Kenneth  O.  Gangel,  Journal  of 
Adult  Training,  E.T.A.,  Vol.  II,  No. 
2,  p.  10-15). 

We  need  to  begin  to  develop 
these  programs  yesterday! 

5.  Deal  with  Pastoral  Care  Issues. 

We  need  to  have  better  com- 
munication with  retired  pastors 
and  their  wives  so  that  they  don't 
begin  feeling  that  they  are  "has- 
beens."  These  men  and  women 
have  given  virtually  their  entire 
lives  in  serving  the  church.  During 
their  retirement  is  not  the  time  to 
cease  seeking  their  opinions  on 
various  matters. 

As  a  denomination  we  need  to  be 
(continued  at  top  of  next  page) 
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intentional  about  evaluation.  We 
need  to  work  at  changing  negative 
perceptions  of  our  behavior  rather 
than  defending  ourselves  or  blam- 
ing others  for  the  problem.  Evalua- 
tion should  be  welcomed  rather 
than  feared,  and  we  should  be  ac- 
tive in  efforts  to  make  things  bet- 
ter. 

A  fund  should  be  established 
that  would  provide  for  counseling, 
restoration,  and  assistance  to  pas- 
tors and  their  families  who  have 
been  chewed  up  and  spit  out  by  a 
local  church.  I  am  embarrassed  to 
even  admit  that  this  happens  in 
Brethren  churches,  but  it  does, 
and  it  needs  to  be  dealt  with  at 
every  level.  There  are  national  or- 
ganizations which  assist  churches 
in  conciliation,  and  we  need  to 
make  use  of  them.  In  addition,  as 


a  denomination  we  need  to  explore 
more  effective  means  of  dealing 
with  these  issues  as  they  arise  by 
developing  a  strategy  of  early  as- 
sistance. 

The  pastoral  salary  scale  also 
needs  to  be  reviewed  and  revised, 
with  the  addition  of  a  suggested 
benefits  package  incorporated  into 
the  scale  to  assist  the  local  church 
in  these  discussions.  The  laity 
must  be  reminded  that  in  our  in- 
formation-based society,  ample 
jobs  are  available  in  which  the 
remuneration  is  consistent  with 
the  worth  of  the  worker. 

If  a  person  is  a  self-starter,  hard- 
working, teachable,  and  has  a 
master's  degree  or  the  equivalent 
of  seven  years  of  college  training, 
employment  is  available  for  the 
seeking.  Granted,  these  jobs  are 


not  ministry-focused,  and  they  re- 
quire no  particular  calling  of  a  per- 
son except  that  one  be  tired  of 
living  somewhere  near  the  poverty 
level.  But  they  could  appear  very 
inviting  to  a  pastor  who  has  given 
his  best  to  a  church  but  who  has 
seen  limited  results,  been  given  lit- 
tle appreciation,  and  received 
meager  financial  support. 

Churches  owe  it  to  their  pastors, 
themselves,  and  the  cause  of 
Christ  to  treat  their  pastors  with 
respect  and  to  provide  them  with 
an  adequate  salary  commensurate 
with  their  training  and  experience. 

In  this  article  we  have  looked  at 
just  a  few  of  the  megatrends  we 
Brethren  must  be  a  part  of  in  this 
Decade  of  Decency.  In  part  two  in 
next  month's  Evangelist,  we  will 
consider  five  more.  [f] 


(continued  from  page  6) 
these  tools  they  may  have.  Since 
we  came  with  the  university 
group,  we  didn't  have  as  much 
direct  information  as  we  might 
have  had  if  we  had  come  alone. 

***** 
Thursday  night. 
What  a  pleasant  evening  I  had! 
It  sure  was  nice  seeing  my 
nephew,  Gregg  Brelsford,  his  wife, 
Elaine  (Hensley),  and  their  baby, 
Nate  (who  I  saw  for  the  first  time), 
who  live  here  in  Charleston.  We 
had  a  delicious  meal  and  good  con- 
versation to  follow.  And  I  really 
appreciated  the  mini-tour  of  Old 
Charleston  Gregg  gave  me  before 
bringing  me  back  to  the  Thrift 
Store.  Who  said  this  week  was 
going  to  be  all  work  and  no  fun? 

***** 

Friday  afternoon,  3:00. 

George  and  I  didn't  get  finished 

by  noon,  as  we  had  planned.  Since 

we  weren't  done  and  we  hadn't 

brought  sandwiches,  Ada  and  Joe 


What  About  You? 

Are  you  interested  in  serving  in  a 
disaster  relief  project?  Workers  are 
still  needed  in  the  Charleston  area, 
and  volunteers  will  be  also  be  needed 
for  future  projects. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  get 
involved,  contact  Rev.  Timothy 
Garner,  First  Brethren  Church,  24197 
CR  16E,  Elkhart,  IN  46516  (phone 
219-293-7088)  or  the  National  Office 
(phone  419-289-1708.) 


George  Boyer  (r.)  and  the  author  on  the  front  deck  to  the  new  house,  which  was 
their  major  project  during  the  week. 


invited  us  to  their  trailer  for  lunch. 
They  are  a  gracious  couple!  One  of 
the  best  parts  of  this  experience 
has  been  meeting  people  like  them 
—  godly  people  who  give  of  them- 
selves so  willingly  to  serve  others. 
We  had  an  enjoyable  lunch  with 
them,  went  back  and  put  the  final 
touches  on  our  deck,  and  are  now 
headed  for  the  Thrift  Store.  We'll 
get  cleaned  up,  do  a  bit  of  sightsee- 
ing, then  eat  out,  before  returning 
to  the  Thrift  Store  to  do  our  pack- 
ing for  the  trip  home  tomorrow. 


Saturday  night. 

Home  at  last!  Those  last   100 


miles  got  to  be  pretty  long.  It's 
good  to  be  back  in  Ashland  (even  if 
it  is  30  to  40  degrees  cooler  than 
when  we  left  Charleston  this 
morning).  But  it  was  a  good  week. 
I'm  so  thankful  for  the  many  bless- 
ings we  had  —  safe  travel,  no  in- 
juries, no  sickness,  and  good 
weather. 

I'm  also  grateful  for  the  oppor- 
tunity I  had  to  serve  —  to  make 
my  contribution  to  help  one  of  the 
many  families  whose  lives  were 
devastated  by  Hurricane  Hugo.  It 
was  a  satisfying  experience,  one  I 
hope  to  repeat  —  perhaps  many 
times  —  in  the  years  ahead.        [f  ] 
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Estate  Planning: 

Making  Provision  in  Case  of  Incapacity 


The  first  of  three  articles  by  Stephen  J. 
Williams  on  matters  of  Christian  stew- 
ardship related  to  one's  future  —  making 
provision  for  the  latter  years  of  one's  life 
and  also  arranging  for  the  passing  on  of 
one's  possessions  after  death. 


Christian  stewardship  involves 
more  than  our  present  use  of  time, 
abilities,  and  finances  for  the  Lord's 
service.  It  also  encompasses  planning 
for  the  future  —  for  old  age  and 
beyond.  In  this  first  of  three  article  on 
various  aspects  of  estate  planning,  Mr. 
Williams  examines  ways  in  which  we 
can  provide  for  the  care  of  our  affairs 
in  the  event  that  we  should  at  some  fu- 
ture date  become  incapacitated. 

WHILE  THE  PHRASE  "estate 
planning"  is  of  relatively 
modern  origin,  the  concept  has 
been  around  for  ages.  The  writer  of 
Ecclesiastes  lamented: 

For  a  man  may  do  his  work  with 
wisdom,  knowledge  and  skill, 
and  then  he  must  leave  all  he 
owns  to  someone  who  has  not 
worked  for  it. 

And  who  knows  whether  he  will 
be  a  wise  man  or  a  fool?  Yet  he 
will  have  control  over  all  the 
work  into  which  I  have  poured 
my  effort  and  skill  under  the 
sun. 

Ecc.  2:21,  19;  niv. 

It  is  well  said,  "There  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun"! 

The  transfer  of  property  at  death 
is  merely  one  aspect  of  modern  es- 
tate planning.  Extended  longevity 
and  the  apparent  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  debilitating  disorders 

Mr.  Williams,  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Roanoke,  Ind.,  is 
an  attorney  with  Shambaugh,  Kast, 
Beck  and  Williams  Lawyers  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.  He  was  requested  to  write 
this  series  of  articles  by  the  Steward- 
ship Commission  of  The  Brethren 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 


also  merit  considera- 
tion. Prudent  planning 
focuses  upon  providing 
for  the  care  of  both 
one's  self  and  one's  property  in  the 
event  of  incapacity. 

If  prior  arrangements  have  not 
been  made,  when  a  person  be- 
comes incapacitated  by  reason  of 
illness  or  infirmities  brought  on  by 
age  or  injury,  a  guardian  must  be 
appointed  who  will  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  individual.  Formal 
judicial  proceedings  are  required 
to  implement  a  guardianship. 
These  formalities  are  designed  to 
avoid  unwarranted  intrusion  into 
the  affairs  of  an  individual  who  is 
alleged  to  be  incompetent.  These 
formalities  unavoidably  entail 
delay  and  expense. 

Power  of  attorney 

Advanced  planning  may  elimi- 
nate the  need  for  a  guardianship. 
An  individual  may,  by  a  durable 
power  of  attorney,  appoint 
another  as  his  or  her  agent.  The 
power  of  attorney  is  expressed  in  a 
written  document,  which  may  cre- 
ate either  a  (i)  specific  or  (ii) 
general  power  of  attorney.  The 
former  authorizes  the  agent  to  per- 
form specified  functions.  For  ex- 
ample, the  agent  may  merely  be 
authorized  to  sign  checks  drawn 
upon  the  principal's  bank  account. 
A  general  power  of  attorney,  how- 
ever, extends  comprehensive 
authority.  The  agent  is  often 
authorized  "to  perform  all  acts 
which  I  could,  if  present  and  acting 
in  person." 

In  order  to  create  a  valid  power 
of  attorney,  the  "principal"  (the 


person  granting  the  power)  must 
be  competent  at  the  time  of  signing 
the  document  granting  that  power. 
If  the  document  creates  a  durable 
power  of  attorney,  the  agent's 
authority  will  continue  even 
though  the  principal  later  becomes 
incapacitated.  A  durable  power  of 
attorney  is  recognized  by  each  of 
the  states,  although  minor  varia- 
tions exist  from  state  to  state  in 
the  precise  wording  required  to 
create  such  a  power. 

The  durable  power  of  attorney 
primarily  concerns  management  of 
a  person's  property.  A  delegation 
of  authority  to  consent  to  health- 
care decisions  may  also  prove  use- 
ful. In  substance,  the  delegation  of 
authority  states:  "If  I  am  at  any- 
time incapable  of  making  decisions 
concerning  my  personal   health 

care,  I  authorize  

to  consent  to  the  administration  or 
withholding  of  medical  procedures. 

The  laws  of  many  states  permit 
this  to  be  expressed  in  the  text  of 
a  power  of  attorney.  In  other  in- 
stances —  including  those  where 
this  authority  is  granted  to  some- 
one other  than  the  attorney-in- 
fact,  it  may  be  expressed  in  a 
separate  document.  (Most  states 
also  permit  an  individual  to  specify 
those  who  are  not  to  have  any 
voice  in  the  determination  of 
health-care  matters.) 

A  living  trust 

A  living  trust  also  provides 
protection    against    future    in- 
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"Extended  longevity  and  the  apparent  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
debilitating  disorders  .  .  .  merit  consideration.  Prudent  planning 
focuses  upon  providing  for  the  care  of  both  one*s  self  and  one*s 
property  in  the  event  of  incapacity. " 


capacity.  The  phrase  "living  trust" 
is  a  shorthand  expression  for  a 
revocable  trust  which  is  ad- 
ministered for  the  benefit  of  the 
donor.  (Terminology  may  become 
confusing  at  this  point;  the  terms 
"settlor,"  "grantor,"  "trustor,"  and 
"donor"  are,  in  this  context, 
synonymous.) 

The  living  trust  is  created  by  an 
agreement  between  the  donor  and 
the  trustee.  The  agreement  defines 
the  terms  of  the  trust.  The  lifetime 
benefits  typically  retained  by  the 
donor  include: 

•  The  right  to  receive  all  income 
of  the  trust,  as  well  as  any  prin- 
cipal which  the  donor  may  re- 
quest; 

•  The  authority  to  change  the 
terms  or  to  revoke  the  trust; 

•  The  power  to  direct  the  manner 
in  which  the  trustee  invests  the 
assets  of  the  trust; 

•  Authority  to  remove  a  trustee 
and  appoint  a  successor. 

The  trust  typically  provides  that, 
if  the  donor  becomes  incapacitated, 
the  trustee  will  pay  funds  from  the 
trust  to  provide  for  the  care  and 
comfort  of  the  donor. 

A  trust  must  be  established 
before  incapacity  occurs.  If  the 
donor  later  becomes  incapacitated, 
the  trustee  continues  to  administer 
the  assets  of  the  trust  without  in- 
terruption. 

A  dormant  trust 

Many  individuals  prefer  to  cre- 
ate a  trust  as  a  standby  measure: 
The  trust  remains  dormant  until 
assets  are  transferred  to  the  trus- 
tee. This  permits  the  donor  to  per- 
sonally manage  the  assets  and 
avoids  payment  of  trustee's  fees. 

The  drawback  to  this  is  that  the 
standby  arrangement  may  be 
frustrated  by  later  incapacity  — 
that  is,  a  donor  who  has  become 
incompetent  lacks  the  legal 
capacity  necessary  to  transfer 
property  to  the  trust.  Thus  the 
very  circumstance  which  prompted 


the   creation  of  the   trust  may 
preclude  its  effectiveness. 

This  obstacle  may  be  avoided  by 
creating  a  durable  power  of  attor- 
ney as  an  accessory  to  the  trust. 
Acting  under  the  power  of  attor- 
ney, the  agent  may  transfer  the 
donor's  assets  to  the  trust.  The 
trustee  may  then  assume  manage- 
ment of  the  assets. 

Significant  differences 

While  there  are  practical  sim- 
ilarities between  a  power  of  attor- 
ney and  a  trust,  there  are  sig- 
nificant differences.  A  durable 
power  of  attorney  will  prove  ade- 
quate in  many  instances.  However, 
the  following  matters  should  be 
considered: 

Will  long-term  administration 
impose  upon  the  agent? 

A  professional  financial  mana- 
ger, such  as  a  bank,  may  be 
selected  as  trustee.  This  choice 
offers  full-time,  professional 
management  and  relieves  the 
agent  of  time-consuming  respon- 
sibilities. 

Will  others  interfere  with  the 
agent? 

Persons  who  object  to  the  agent's 
management  may  seek  to  have  a 
guardian  appointed.  The  guard- 
ian may  succeed  in  obtaining 
control  over  the  assets,  effective- 
ly terminating  the  power  of  at- 
torney. The  authority  to  change 
trustees  and  to  revoke  or  modify 
the  terms  of  the  trust  are  per- 
sonal to  the  donor  and  cannot  be 
exercised  by  a  guardian.  There  is 
little  or  no  opportunity  for  a 
guardian  to  interfere  with  ad- 
ministration of  a  trust. 

What  happens  if  the  agent  be- 
comes ill  or  dies? 

The  power  of  attorney  may  prove 
to  be  a  temporary  expedient  if 
the  agent  is  no  longer  available 
to  act.  A  trust  continues,  how- 
ever, and  does  not  fail  if  the  trus- 
tee ceases  to  act.  The  trust 
agreement  may  specify  a  succes- 


sor trustee;  otherwise,  a  court 
will  select  a  new  trustee  to  ad- 
minister the  trust. 

A  trust  can  also  serve  a  further 
role.  It  may  function  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  will  in  disposing  of 
property  upon  death  of  the  donor. 
Unlike  a  power  of  attorney,  the 
trust  does  not  terminate  upon  the 
donor's  death.  The  assets  pre- 
viously transferred  to  the  trust 
during  the  donor's  lifetime  con- 
tinue to  be  administered  by  the 
trustee.  The  trust  agreement  may 
direct  that,  following  the  death  of 
the  donor,  the  assets  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  other,  identified  bene- 
ficiaries. If  desired,  the  trust  may 
be  continued  with  benefits  payable 
to  the  successor  beneficiaries  for 
an  extended  term. 

An  alternative  to  probate 

The  living  trust  avoids  probate. 
The  principal  purpose  of  probate 
administration  is  to  transfer  assets 
from  the  deceased  owner  to  the 
heirs  (or  distributees  under  the 
decedent's  will).  A  probate  transfer 
is  not  required  with  respect  to 
those  assets  which  have  been  con- 
veyed to  the  trust  during  the 
donor's  life. 

The  living  trust  as  an  alternative 
to  probate  administration  may 
minimize  expense  and  delay.  The 
anticipated  savings  must,  how- 
ever, be  weighed  against  the  added 
expense  of  establishing  and  ad- 
ministering the  trust  during  one's 
lifetime. 

The  living  trust  is  tax  neutral.  It 
offers  no  lifetime  income  tax  ad- 
vantages; its  assets  are  subject  to 
estate  and  inheritance  taxes  at  the 
death  of  the  donor.  In  some  in- 
stances, a  probate  transfer  of  as- 
sets will  afford  relatively  favorable 
income  tax  consequences  compared 
to  the  trust  alternative. 

The  subject  of  property  transfers 
at  death  and  related  tax  matters 
will  be  considered  in  the  next  issue 
of  The  Brethren  Evangelist,     [f] 
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Summer  Crusaders 

Crusader  Interns 

In  addition  to  the  Summer  Crusader  teams  announced  in  last  month's  issue  of 
the  Evangelist,  three  persons  —  Kurt  Stout,  Sherry  Bowling,  and  Mark  Ray  —  will 
be  serving  as  Crusader  Interns  this  summer.  Following  are  brief  introductions  to 
each  of  these  Interns,  plus  descriptions  of  the  kinds  of  service  they  will  perform. 
Their  terms  of  service  will  run  from  June  10  to  August  10. 


KURT  STOUT  is 

from  the  First 
Brethren  Church  in 
Burlington,  Ind.  In 
the  fall  he  will  be  a 
junior  at  Taylor 
University,  where 
he  is  majoring  in 
Bible  and  Christian 
education.  This  is 
Kurt's  third  year  as 
a  Crusader,  having 
previously  served 
two  years  on  music 
teams.  Kurt  is  also 
the  current  vice- 
moderator  for  the  National  BYC. 

This  summer  Kurt  will  serve  as  a  pastoral  intern 
at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Oakville,  Ind., 
under  the  direction  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  Dan  Lawson. 

SHERRY  BOWLING,  a  first-year  Crusader,  is 
from  the  First  Brethren  Church  in  Oak  Hill, 
W.  Va.  At  the  Oak 
Hill  Church  she  has 
been  very  active  the 
past  several  years 
with  the  youth,  in 
teaching  and  lead- 
ing music.  This  fall 
she  will  be  a  fresh- 
man at  Ashland 
University  with  a 
major  in  religion. 

Sherry  will  serve 
as  a  Crusader  In- 
tern in  the  Arizona 
District  this  sum- 
mer. She  will  work 
at  the  Arizona  Brethren  Camp,  assist  with  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  at  Northwest  Brethren  Chapel 
and  at  Tucson  First  Brethren,  and  help  with  the 
youth  and  with  music  activities. 

MARK  RAY  is  a  fourth-year  Crusader  from  the 
Milford,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church.  This  fall  he 
will  be  a  junior  at  Ashland  University,  with  a  ma- 


jor in  religion.  Mark 
is  also  the  National 
BYC  Moderator. 

Mark's  internship 
will  begin  with  a 
week  as  Camp  In- 
tern at  the  Central 
District  Camp.  He 
will  then  travel  to 
Florida,  where  he 
will  serve  as  a  pas- 
toral intern  at  the 
First  Brethren 
Church  of  Sarasota, 
under  the  direction 
of  Pastor  Dan  Gray. 


Dear  Ron,  Deb,  and  Dick: 

As  is  our  custom  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month,  I  distributed  the  Brethren  Bulletin  Inserts 
for  May  last  Sunday.  I  had  not  read  that  one  about 
Summer  Crusaders  until  a  couple  of  days  before 
that,  but  I  was  very  much  impressed  with  the  first 
paragraph  in  particular.  I  assume  that  one  or  all 
of  you  had  responsibility  for  preparing  that  state- 
ment, which  recognizes  that  the  Summer  Crusad- 
ing program  dates  back  into  the  1940's  and  is  over 
40  years  old. 

As  you  all  know,  for  several  years  I  have  had  a 
concern  (and  done  some  "constructive  griping") 
about  any  mention  that  Summer  Crusading  began 
when  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  was  estab- 
lished in  1970  —  which  totally  disregarded  those 
who  organized,  served  in,  and  directed  the  same 
program  by  that  name  during  the  40's,  50's,  and 
60s.  It  was  only  reinstituted  in  the  early  70's,  after 
a  lapse  of  a  few  years.  My  concern  was  not  just  a 
matter  of  accuracy,  but  more  that  today's 
Crusaders  and  the  denomination  as  a  whole  might 
remember  the  program's  effective  longevity  and 
sense  a  kinship  between  the  older  and  younger 
"summer  servants." 

So,  as  I  have  complained  about  this  on  occasion 
in  the  past,  I  now  want  to  thank  you,  commend 
you,  and  affirm  your  efforts  in  responding  to  a  con- 
cern and  continuing  to  promote  effective  summer 
ministry  opportunities  for  our  youth. 

Phil  Lersch 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


NAE  Speaks: 

—  on  Environmental  Issues, 
—  the  New  Age  Movement, 
—  Human  Rights  in  Nepal 

At  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  Convention  held  in  March, 
delegates  adopted  a  position  paper  on  the  convention  theme  and  two  resolu- 
tions on  pressing  issues  of  our  day.  These  are  being  reproduced  here  in  order 
that  Brethren  may  be  informed  of  the  positions  taken  on  these  issues  by  this 
national  evangelical  body.  They  merit  careful  study  by  Brethren  churches  and 
individuals. 

"Stewardship:  All  For  God's  Glory" 


"The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and 
everything  in  it,  the  world,  and  all 
who  live  in  it"  (Psalm  24:1,  NIV). 

Modern  society  is  greatly  con- 
cerned with  the  condition  of  the 
earth.  Water  and  fuel  supplies, 
pollution,  the  environment  and 
other  problems  challenge  us  to  find 
proper  ways  to  deal  with  the 
world. 

The  Bible  reveals  God  as  the 
creator  and  owner  of  the  universe. 
Still,  it  teaches  that  each  in- 
dividual has  a  vitally  important 
role  to  play  as  a  steward  in  God's 
domain.  God  has  chosen  to  give  us 
major  responsibility  for  this  world. 
This  stewardship  includes  both  the 
proper  use  and  conservation  of 
natural  and  human  resources. 
They  must  be  managed  in  a  way 
that  brings  glory  to  God  and  fur- 
thers His  purposes  in  the  world. 

Sadly,  some  have  badly 
misunderstood  the  purposes  of 
God's  resources.  We  see  selfish  and 
excessive  acquisition  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  world's  natural 
wealth.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  conservation  groups  that 
seem  to  misunderstand  proper 
utilization.  And,  there  are  Chris- 
tians who  advocate  opulence  and 
extravagance  in  the  name  of  Chris- 
tian blessings.  The  Bible  teaches 
that  the  world's  resources  are  to  be 
used,  but  not  abused,  and  that  we 
will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
care,  use  and  stewardship  of  the 
world.  Christians  must  take  a  lead 
in  exercising  this  God-given 
responsibility. 

The  natural  environment  is 
given  for  the  use  and  provision  of 
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'  'Do  all  for  the  glory  of  Cod ' ' 


all  living  things.  Food,  shelter  and 
clothing,  along  with  recreation  and 
pleasure,  are  provided  to  us  by  the 
natural  world.  To  pollute  and 
abuse  the  world  in  our  pursuit  of 
profit  or  pleasure  is  unacceptable 
in  God's  sight. 

God.  has  given  human  resources 
in  the  form  of  scientific  and  artistic 
ability.  But  science  and  technology 
used  for  power,  control  and  the 


destruction  of  the  human  and  the 
natural  world;  intelligence  used  to 
develop  ungodly  philosophies; 
business  acumen  used  only  for  per- 
sonal advancement;  artistic  ability 
that  is  perverted  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  pornographic  and 
obscene;  and  financial  wealth  that 
serves  only  the  selfish  interests  of 
the  well-to-do  are  all  patently  un- 
acceptable and  a  violation  of  our 
responsibility  to  use  these  God- 
given  resources  in  a  way  that 
benefits  the  human  race  and 
glorifies  God. 

Recognizing  the  great  challenge 
that  God  has  given  us  in  the 
stewardship  of  the  earth,  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals 
calls  upon  its  churches,  denomina- 
tions, mission  agencies  and  educa- 
tional institutions  to  examine  their 
goals  and  procedures  in  light  of  the 
biblical  injunction  to  be  good 
stewards.  We  call  upon  individual 
Christians  as  well  to  examine  the 
ways  in  which  they  live  and  use 
the  resources  of  time,  talent,  mind, 
body,  thoughts  and  finances  over 
which  they  have  control. 

May  the  Church  at  large  be  a 
model  of  the  ways  and  values  of 
God  in  its  stewardship  of  God's 
resources.  True  Christian  stew- 
ardship is  recognizing  and  living 
out  a  commitment  to  the  truth 
that  "The  earth  is  the  Lords,  and 
everything  in  it." 


The  New  Age  Movement 


The  widespread  and  multi- 
faceted  New  Age  Movement 
touches  virtually  every  aspect  of 
the  American  culture.  Business 
seminars,  public  school  classes, 
psychology,  health,  science,  music, 
art,  entertainment,  politics  —  and 
even  churches  —  have  all  felt  the 
effect  of  New  Age  theories  and 
claims. 

The  New  Age  Movement  denies 
the  Judeo-Christian  belief  in  a  per- 
sonal, righteous  God.  It  obliterates 
distinctions  between  the  spiritual 
and  material,  claiming  that  there 
is  a  universal  and  pervasive 
spirituality  which,  as  a  vast,  inter- 
connected web  of  higher  conscious- 
ness, binds  everything  and 
everyone  together.  The  New  Age 
Movement's  worldview  is  based  on 


the  notion  that  the  cosmos  is  a 
universal  energy  field  of  life  force. 
Persons  in  the  Movement  contend 
that  this  energy  can  be  used  by 
those  who  learn  how  to  ap- 
propriate it  through  the  divine 
power  that  resides  in  all  human 
beings.  The  Movement  claims  that 
the  proper  use  of  this  energy  will 
result  in  universal  spirituality, 
global  harmony  and  peace. 

The  New  Age  Movement  uses 
religious  language  and  a  selective 
collection  of  borrowed  spiritual 
concepts  as  it  contends  for  its  own 
Utopian  world  vision.  This  makes 
it  attractive  to  a  largely  material- 
istic society  that  is  abandoning 
traditional  Judeo-Christian  beliefs, 
yet  has  failed  to  provide  a  replace- 
ment to  meet  the  (next  page) 
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universal  spiritual  hunger  of 
humanity.  For  this  reason  the  New 
Age  Movement  is  dangerous. 

New  Age  religion  rests  on  a 
naked  subjectivism  which  places  a 
person  in  the  God-like  position  of 
determining  right  and  wrong. 
People  are  encouraged  to  "create 
their  own  reality."  This,  of  neces- 
sity, results  in  a  thorough-going 
moral  relativism  which  cannot 
avoid  endorsing  any  particular 
brand  of  reality  that  individuals 
may  have  created.  This  kind  of 
moral  vacuity  is  dangerous  and 
corrosive. 

The  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  recognizes  the 
dangers  of  the  New  Age  Move- 
ment, its  shallow  pop-psychology 
of  self-indulgent  self-affirmation, 
its  synthetic  blending  of  half- 
truths,  and  its  involvement  —  with 
practices  such  as  "channeling"  — 
in  a  spiritual  world  that  it  does  not 
understand.  The  NAE  especially 
warns  Christians  and  the  Church 
to  beware  of  therapies,  seminars 
and  courses  that  claim  to  manipu- 
late energies,  that  make  unscrip- 
tural  spiritual  claims,  that  draw 
on  the  secret  knowledge  of  an  elite 
individual  or  group,  and  that  belit- 


tle the  value  of  critical  thinking. 

The  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  asserts  the  truth  and 
unique  authority  of  Holy  Scripture 
and  its  distinctive  worldview:  (1) 
That  all  are  sinners,  out  of  fellow- 
ship with  a  personal  God;  (2)  that 
a  right  relationship  with  God  is 
made  possible  through  the  gift  of 
God's  grace;  (3)  that  this  is 
achieved  only  through  receiving  by 
faith  the  person  and  atoning  work 
of  Jesus  Christ  who  is  the 
crucified,  risen  and  reigning 
Sovereign  Lord  of  the  universe. 

The  hope  of  the  world  does  not 
lie  in  visionary  secular  utopias  and 
counterfeit  religious  systems,  but 
in  the  glorious  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  life-changing  power  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  sure  promise 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God  under  the 
reign  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Furthermore,  believing  that 
analysis  of  the  New  Age  Move- 
ment, warning  of  its  inherent 
dangers  and  understanding  its  dis- 
tinctives  is  important,  we  would 
prayerfully  recognize  that  the  need 
exists  to  develop  and  implement 
serious  and  thoughtful  strategies 
for  evangelizing  both  leaders  and 
adherents  within  this  Movement. 


Human  Rights  in  Nepal 


As  a  member  of  World  Evangeli- 
cal Fellowship,  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Evangelicals  has 
repeatedly  called  upon  signatories 
to  the  United  Nations  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  to 
honor  their  commitments. 

Nepal,  a  Hindu  monarchy  of  19 
million  people,  is  a  signatory  of 
that  Declaration.  Yet,  it  is  a  crime 
—  punishable  by  up  to  six  years  in 
prison  —  to  share  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  with  a  Hindu  and  it 
is  a  crime  for  a  Hindu  to  convert  to 
Christianity. 

Numerous  Christians  are  now 
either  imprisoned  in  Nepal,  going 
through  trial,  being  held  for  un- 
determined amounts  of  time,  or 
are  undergoing  some  form  of  offi- 
cial harassment  for  sharing  their 
faith  or  converting  from  Hinduism. 
Accordingly,  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Evangelicals: 
•  Calls  upon  member  denomina- 
tions, churches  and  individuals 


to  pray  for  the  church  in  Nepal; 

•  Urges  our  government  to  place 
diplomatic  pressure  on  the  King 
of  Nepal,  communicating  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  these  ac- 
tions are  unacceptable; 

•  Requests  that  U.S.  businesses 
use  their  influence  to  get  the 
Government  of  Nepal  to  change 
its  policies  toward  Christians. 

Editor's  note:  A  May  11  news 
release  from  the  American  Bible 
Society  reports  that  as  a  result  of  a 
change  in  the  Nepalese  government  in 
April,  religious  and  civil  freedom  have 
been  reestablished  in  Nepal.  The 
Nepalese  government  has  lifted  a  dusk- 
to-dawn  curfew  and  promised  to  re- 
lease Christians  imprisoned  for  their 
beliefs.  It  is  now  possible  to  distribute 
religious  literature  and  to  make  public 
affirmations  of  faith. 

Mr.  Loknath  Nanaen,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Nepal  Bible  Society,  reports 
great  excitement  in  the  country,  espe- 
cially in  the  churches.  He  urges  Chris- 
tians to  continue  praying  for  them. 


General  Conference 
Registration  Instructions 

(Use  registration  form  on  next  page.) 

It  is  important  that  every  person 
planning  to  attend  General  Conference 
complete  a  registration  form,  even  if 
you  live  in  Ashland  or  are  not 
planning  to  stay  on  campus. 

Here  are  some  general  instructions 
and  other  information: 

1.  Housing  Sunday  night  will  be 
available  only  in  Amstutz  Hall. 
Check-in  time  Sunday  will  begin  at 
6:00  p.m.  in  the  Convocation  Center 
lobby.  Friday  night  housing  will  not  be 
available  due  to  another  group 
scheduled  on  campus. 

2.  Room  rates  include  sheets  and 
towels.  Plan  to  bring  your  own  pillow, 
washcloths,  and  extra  towels  if 
desired.  All  rooms  have  new  beds! 

3.  We  must  pay  for  every  bed  used, 
but  children  accompanying  their 
parents  may  sleep  on  the  floor  in  their 
parents'  room.  No  linen  will  be 
provided.  Bring  a  pad  or  sleeping  bag. 
Single  rooms  have  floor  space  for  only 
one  child,  doubles  for  two,  triples  for 
three.  Register  early  to  assure  your 
desired  accommodations. 

4.  No  housing  pre-registration  is  re- 
quired for  camping  at  the  Ashland 
County  Fairgrounds  (2042  Claremont 
Avenue). 

5.  A  meal  plan  is  available  for 
adults  and  children  for  meals  when  no 
banquet  is  served.  Meal  plan  includes 
full  meal,  salad  bar,  beverage,  un- 
limited seconds,  complete  desert  bar, 
and  no  tipping.  Individual  meals  are 
breakfast  -  $2.95  and  lunch  -  $3.95  for 
adults;  children  are  one-half  adult 
price. 

6.  We  are  happy  to  offer  children's 
prices  for  banquets. 

7.  Advance  reservations  for  the 
reception  and  Communion  Monday 
evening  are  vital  so  that  we  may  plan 
accordingly.  The  Love  Feast  will  be 
more  substantial  than  normal,  includ- 
ing a  French  dip  sandwich,  relish  tray, 
broth,  and  brownie.  There  is  no  charge 
for  Communion  so  no  one  will  be  ex- 
cluded. However,  our  cost  is  about 
$6.00  per  person.  A  freewill  donation 
with  your  reservation  will  be  welcome. 
The  reception  will  begin  at  6:00  p.m. 
followed  by  Communion  at  about  6:45. 

8.  The  Lawn  Party  and  Cookout  on 
Wednesday  are  sponsored  by  National 
BYC  for  the  whole  family.  All  dona- 
tions above  cost  of  the  cookout  will  go 
to  the  National  BYC  Project  for 
Mexico.  Thank  you  for  your  reserva- 
tion and  donation. 

9.  The  Missionary  Board  Banquet 
on  Thursday  will  begin  at  5:30  p.m. 

(continued  on  page  1 6) 
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See  instructions  on  opposite  page. 

Theme: 

"Be  Authentic  Disciples" 

Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


1990  General  Conference 

Registration  Form 


Monday  August  6  through 
Friday  August  10 


Please  reserve  only  one  room  per  form.  YOUTH  are  to 
register  through  the  National  BYC  if  staying  in  YOUTH 
DORM.  If  staying  with  adults,  use  this  form.  NOTE:  Registra- 
tion with  prepayment  by  July  21  results  in  guaranteed  reser- 
vation. 


Housing:  Ashland  University 


Dormitory  Amstutz* 


Kern 


'Amstutz  only  dorm  available  Sunday  night 

Floor:  Women's  restroom  Men's 


Rates** 

Single 

Double 


Prepaid  by 
July  21 

$13.50 


19.00 


Upon 
arrival 

$15.50 
21.00 


Triple  27.00  29.00 

**no  charge  for  children  not  sleeping  in  a  bed 
W  Th 


Room  type:  Single Double  _ 

Triple 

Nights  staying:  S M T 

Key  deposits:  $1 0.00/key.  At  least  one  key  per  room  needed 

Other  preferences: 


Housing  costs  calculation 

No.  nights  x  rate/night 

x =$ 

No.  keys x  $10.00     =     

Total  housing  enclosed   =  $ 


CAMPING:  Ashland  Fairgrounds 

Water  and  electric  hookups,  restrooms,  no 
showers.  $7.00  per  night.  Pay  on  arrival. 


Meal  and  Event  Reservations: 

Meal  Plan  —  served  in  University  cafeteria;  breakfast  daily  Tuesday  through 
Friday  and  lunch  Tuesday  and  Thursday  (6  meals),      no.  tickets 

Meal  Plan                                                            Adults               x  $19.70  =  $ 

Meal  Plan                                    Children  10  and  under               x  $  9.85  = 

Summary  Totals 

Total  Housing 

Enclosed       =  $ 

Total  Meals  and 
Events  Enclosed  =  $ 

Total  Children's  Pro- 

Banquets (not  included  above) 

Mon.  eve.  —  Communion                                                           donation  = 

Tues.  a.m.  —  Youth  Advisors  Continental  Breakfast                  complimentary  -  0  - 

gram  Enclosed     =  $ 

Tues.  eve.  —  Seminary  Banquet                        Adults               x  $  8.50  = 

Total  Enclosed         =  $ 

children  10  and  under               x       5.25  = 

Wed.  noon  —  Women's  Luncheon                     Adults               x       6.50  = 

Make  checks  payable  to 

children  10  and  under               x       4.00  = 

General  Conference  Housing 

Send  to: 

General  Conference  Housing 

"      —  Men's  Picnic                                Adults               x       5.00  = 

children  10  and  under               x       3.00  = 

524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 

Wed.  eve.  —  Lawn  party  and  cookout                                       donation  = 

Thurs.  eve.  —  Missionary  Board  Banquet          Adults               x       8.50  = 

FOR  OFFICE    USE  ONLY: 

Reg.  # 
Date  rec. 
Amount  rec. 
Check  # 

children  10  and  under               x       5.25  = 

NOTE:  Reservations  for  above  events  (including  Communion)  are  a  must  due  to  early  deadlines.  Tickets 
ordered  after  July  21  subject  to  availability.    No  meal  refunds  after  August  1 . 

Concert:  Wed.  9:30  pm. 

Paul  Smith,  formerly  of  the  Imperials:                 Adults               x       7.00  = 

children  10  and  under               x       3.50  = 

Total  Meals  and  Events  Enclosed  =  $ 

CHILDREN'S  PROGRAM  (ages  4  years  through  completed  6th  grade): 

Tuesday  -  Thursday,  8:45  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.;  Friday,  8:45  a.m.  to  noon.  Lunch  provided  Tuesday  -  Thursday. 


Family  Rates  Week           Day 

1  child  $40.00  $13.00 

2  or  more  children  60.00           20.00 

Child's  Name 


A  minimum  enrollment  of  20  is  needed  to  provide  this  service. 

No  refunds  for  children's  program  can  be  given  after  July  21  unless 

minimum  enrollment  is  not  met. 

Age/Grade 


Days  (circle) 

T     W     Th     F 

$ 

T     W     Th     F 

$ 

T     W     Th     F 

$ 

$. 


Please  attach  a  note  regarding  any  allergies  (especially  FOOD),  medical  conditions,  and  nap  routine. 

Total  for  Children's  Program 

Mail  this  form  as  soon  as  possible  with  payment  in  full  (but  no  later  than  July  21). 

Send  to:  General  Conference  Housing,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 


UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Smoky  Row  Church  Breaks  Ground 
For  New  Wing  to  Church  Building 


Columbus,  Ohio  —  The  Smoky  Row 
Brethren  Church  broke  ground  May  6 
for  the  addition  of  a  7,157  square  foot 
educational  and  administrative  wing 
to  its  church  building. 

The  new  unit,  which  will  be  at- 
tached to  the  east  side  of  the  present 
multi-purpose  facility,  will  contain 
eight  classrooms;  a  nursery  and  tod- 
dler room;  a  conference  room;  office 
space  for  the  pastor,  an  associate  pas- 
tor, and  a  secretary;  a  kitchenette; 
and  restrooms.  It  is  also  being  built  to 
meet  code  requirements  for  a  day-care 
facility,  because  the  congregation 
hopes  to  establish  a  preschool  or  day- 
care program  in  the  next  few  years. 

The  architecture  of  the  addition  will 
fit  in  with  that  of  the  first  unit.  Built 
in  1983,  the  original  facility  will  con- 
tinue to  be  used  for  worship  services 
and  for  some  of  the  adult  Sunday 
school  classes. 

The  architect  for  the  addition  is 
John  Oney  of  Architectural  Alliance, 
a  Columbus  firm.  Plans  call  for  sig- 
nificant amounts  of  the  labor  on  the 
building  to  be  done  by  Brethren 
people  working  through  the 
Brethren  Construction  Fellow- 
ship. This  Fellowship,  jointly  spon- 
sored by  Brethren  Men  of  Mission  and 
the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  will  make  use  of  volunteers 
who  donate  their  time  and  skills  to 
help  with  construction  of  church 
buildings. 

This  will  be  the  first  project  of  the 


newly-formed  Fellowship.  The  Fel- 
lowship should  be  able  to  save  the 
Smoky  Row  Church,  and  other  con- 
gregations in  the  future,  substantial 
amounts  in  construction  costs  and  in 
interest  on  loans. 

Paul  Scott  was  the  worship  leader 
for  the  Smoky  Row  groundbreaking 
ceremony,  which  was  held  during  the 
morning  worship  hour  on  May  5.  Pas- 
tor Dale  Stoffer  presented  a  message 
and  led  the  dedicatory  response,  and 
Moderator  Bill  Notz  offered  the 
prayer  of  dedication.  Various  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  took  turns 
breaking  ground  for  the  new  wing. 

The  Smoky  Row  Church  will 
celebrate  its  tenth  anniversary  on 
September  23,  and  the  congregation 
hopes  that  the  new  facility  can  be 
dedicated  on  that  day.  Since  the  con- 
gregation began  in  1980  with  Pastor 
Dale  and  Marcia  Stoffer  and  three 
other  families,  it  has  grown  to  more 
than  40  families.  Attendance  has 
been  averaging  in  the  80s  and  90s. 

You  are  asked  to  continue  to  uphold 
this  congregation  in  prayer  that  the 
construction  will  go  smoothly  and 
that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  its 
outreach  efforts. 

(If  you  are  interested  in  knowing 
more  about  the  Brethren  Construction 
Fellowship  and  how  you  can  be  a  part 
of  it,  contact  either  Rev.  Russell  Gor- 
don at  the  Missionary  Board  office,  or 
James  Ford,  president  of  Brethren 
Men  of  Mission.) 


The  present  building  of  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church,  showing  the  west  (at 
left)  and  south  sides.  The  new  wing,  which  will  be  added  to  the  east  side,  will  have 
the  same  architectural  style. 


. 


Joshua  Hochstedler  and  Erika  Colijn 
break  ground  for  the  addition,  with 
some  help  from  Joshua's  father,  Leon, 
and  Erika's  mother,  Brenda. 

According  to  a  recent  edition  of  Dis- 
cipleship  Journal,  a  recent  poll  by 
Barna  Research  revealed  that  while 
93  percent  of  people  in  the  United 
States  own  a  Bible,  only  36  percent  of 
"born-again"  believers  polled  read  the 
Bible  more  than  twice  a  week,  other 
than  in  church.  (How  many  times  have 
you  read  your  Bible  this  week?) 

Conference  Registration 
Instructions 

(continued  from  page  14) 
and  will  be  the  evening  program. 
Speaker  will  be  missionary  states- 
man Dr.  Paul  Smith,  pastor  of  The 
People's  Church,  Toronto,  Canada.  Be 
sure  to  register  for  this  banquet  if  you 
plan  to  attend  the  Thursday  evening 
service. 

10.  Adults  are  invited  to  join  the 
youth  for  the  Paul  Smith  concert  (not 
to  be  confused  with  Dr.  Paul  Smith 
above)  Wednesday  at  9:30  p.m.  in 
Memorial  Chapel.  Paul  Smith  former- 
ly sang  with  the  Imperials,  and  one  of 
his  hits  is  "Back  to  Who  I  Am."  Tickets 
at  the  door  will  be  $8.00. 

11.  In  addition  to  the  Children's 
Program  listed,  a  nursery  for  younger 
children  and  a  mothers'  room  will  be 
available  in  the  Convocation  Center. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  and 
cooperation  in  registering  by  July  21. 
See  you  in  August! 
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Charles  Beekley  Says  "Now's  the  Time" 
At  Southeastern  District  Conference 


Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.  —  Charles  Beekley 
was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the 
Southeastern  District  Conference, 
held  April  28  at  the  Oak  Hill  First 
Brethren  Church. 

In  his  message,  Beekley,  who 
begins  a  church-planting  ministry  of 
the  Southeastern  District  this  month 
(June)  in  Frederick,  Md.,  emphasized 
the  need  for  Brethren  to  do  the  Lord's 
work  now.  He  asked,  "Is  there  a 
reason  for  the  Southeastern  District 
to  hurry?"  and  answered  by  pointing 
out  that  on  God's  clock  there  is  only 
one  word  —  "now!"  The  devil's  time  is 
tomorrow.  But  God  says,  "Don't  wait; 
do  it  now!" 

Following  Beekley's  message,  a 
business  session  was  conducted  by 
district  moderator  Rev.  Richard 
Craver.  Business  conducted  in  this 
session  included  reports  from  the  dis- 
trict treasurer  and  statistician,  board 
and  committee  reports,  and  elections. 
Reports  of  denominational  ministries 
were  also  received  from  Rev.  James  R. 
Black,  Executive  Director  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  of  The  Brethren 
Church;  and  from  Rev.  David  Cook- 


sey,  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries 
for  The  Brethren  Church. 

The  district  treasurer  reported  that 
total  income  in  1989  was  $9,267.79 
and  total  expenses  $9,083.62,  for  a  net 
gain  of  $184.17.  Total  apportionment 
received  was  $8,141.00,  with  12  of  the 
district's  20  churches  paying  their  full 
apportionment. 

According  to  the  district  statistical 
report,  total  membership  of  the  20 
churches  in  the  district  at  the  end  of 
1989  was  1,591,  one  less  than  at  the 
end  of  1988.  Membership  gains  dur- 
ing the  year  totaled  76,  losses  totaled 
77,  for  the  net  loss  of  one.  Average 
worship  attendance  during  1989  was 
1,152;  average  Sunday  school  at- 
tendance was  840.  The  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church  had  the  largest  net 
increase  in  membership  of  14.  The 
largest  church  in  the  district  is  St. 
James,  with  383  members;  Mt.  Olive 
is  second  largest  with  195  members. 

New  district  officers  are  Jean 
Shank  (Liberty  Church),  moderator; 
Dr.  Harold  Barnett  (Hagerstown), 
moderator  elect;  Odessa  Shelton  (Mt. 
Olive),  secretary;  Dee  Keplinger  (Lin- 


wood),  assistant  secretary;  Sam  Hin- 
kle  (Mt.  Olive),  treasurer;  and  Alvin 
Vann  (Maurertown),  assistant  treas- 
urer. Also  elected  to  the  executive 
committee  as  members-  at-large  were 
Kathy  Velanzon  (Bethlehem),  and 
Irene  Waybright  (St.  Luke). 

Following  a  delicious  lunch, 
provided  by  a  nearby  technical  school, 
a  Southeastern  District  Brethren 
Men  of  Missions  choir  presented  a 
program  of  music.  During  the  pro- 
gram, the  men  encouraged  the 
churches  of  the  district  to  promote  the 
Brethren  Men  of  Mission  organiza- 
tion in  an  effort  to  stimulate  more 
interest  and  involvement. 

An  additional  business  session  was 
then  held,  followed  by  meetings  of  the 
district  auxiliaries.  The  conference 
then  concluded  with  closing  remarks 
by  Moderator  Craver. 

In  addition  to  the  inspiration 
received  and  the  business  conducted 
at  the  conference,  the  Southeastern 
District  Brethren  also  enjoyed  a 
pleasant  and  uplifting  time  of  fellow- 
ship and  sharing  with  one  another. 

The  1990  Fall  Conference  will  be 
held  Saturday,  September  22,  at  the 
St.  James,  Md.,  Brethren  Church. 

—  reported  by  Odessa  Shelton,  dis- 
trict secretary  (with  additional  material 
gleaned  from  conference  reports) 


Delbert  Flora  Named  Honorary 
Member  of  Hebrew  Honor  Society 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Dr.  Delbert  Flora, 
professor  emeritus  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  was  named  an 
honorary  member  of  Eta  Beta  Rho, 
the  National  Honor  Society  of  Stu- 
dents of  Hebrew  Language,  during 
the  ATS  chapter's  spring  induction 
ceremony  and  luncheon. 

Membership  in  Eta  Beta  Rho  is 
reserved  for  those  who  have  excelled 
in  the  study  of  the  Hebrew  language. 

Dr.  David  Baker,  associate  profes- 
sor of  Old  Testament  and  chapter  ad- 
viser, presided  over  the  induction 
ceremony. 

"Dr.  Flora  has  not  only  had  a  long 
and  distinguished  association  with 
the  seminary  as  student,  professor, 
and  dean,  but  also  has  stimulated 
generations  of  students  with  his  keen 
interest  in  the  archaeological  world 
and  background  of  the  Bible,"  Dr. 
Baker  said. 

Flora,  who  entered  the  Ashland 
seminary  in  1925,  was  the  first 
graduate  after  the  school  was 
elevated  to  a  post-baccalaureate  in- 
stitution. After  serving  several  pas- 


Dr.  Delbert  Flora  (c.)  is  congratulated  upon  becoming  an  honorary  member  of  Eta 
Beta  Rho  by  Dr.  Fred  Finks  (r.),  vice  president  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
and  by  Dr.  Kenneth  Walther,  dean  of  the  seminary. 


torates,  he  returned  to  ATS  in  1946  to 
teach.  He  was  dean  of  the  seminary 
from  1953  to  1963,  and  continued  to 
teach  through  1979. 


Flora  and  his  wife,  Romayne, 
donated  an  82-piece  archaeological 
collection,  assembled  during  six  trips 
to  Israel,  to  the  seminary  last  spring. 
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Brethren  who  received  degrees  from  ATS  in  May  are  (I.  to  r.)  Terry  Colley,  David 
West,  David  Benshoff,  Morven  Baker,  Raymond  Hesketh,  Michele  Nugen,  Joseph 
Shultz,  John  Brownsberger,  and  Keith  Stuart. 

Nine  Brethren  Receive  Degrees  in  May 
From  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Nine  Brethren 
were  among  the  92  students  who 
received  degrees  from  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  during  com- 
mencement ceremonies  held  May  19 
in  the  Ashland  University  Memorial 
Chapel. 

Rev.  John  Brownsberger,  a  1964 
graduate  of  the  seminary  (B.D.  de- 
gree), received  a  doctor  of  ministry 
degree  from  the  institution  this  year. 
Since  1964,  Brownsberger  has  served 
three  Brethren  pastorates,  the  Wind- 
ing Waters  Brethren  Church  in 
Elkhart,  Ind.  (1964-72);  the  Hillcrest 
Brethren  Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio 
(1972-79;  and  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Louisville,  Ohio,  where  he 
recently  concluded  an  eleven-year 
pastorate.  In  addition  to  his  two 
degrees  from  ATS,  he  also  has  a 
master  of  religious  education  degree 
from  Mennonite  Biblical  Seminary  in 
Elkhart,  Ind. 

Joseph  Hart  Shultz  received  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  in  pastoral 
psychology  and  counseling.  The  son  of 
Ashland  University  President  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  Joe  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  and  a  1986 
graduate  of  AU.  In  addition  to  his 
studies  at  ATS,  he  also  spent  a  year 
at  the  Institute  of  Holy  Land  Studies 
in  Jerusalem.  He  is  currently  seeking 
a  pastoral  position  in  The  Brethren 
Church. 

Raymond  C.  Hesketh,  a  member  of 
the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church 
of  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  received  the 
master  of  divinity  degree.  While  in 


seminary  Hesketh  began  pastoring 
the  Black  River  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Spencer,  Ohio,  a  con- 
gregation he  continues  to  serve.  He 
plans  to  seek  a  Brethren  pastorate  in 
the  future. 

Keith  A.  Stuart,  originally  from  the 
Mt.  Olivet  Brethren  Church  in 
Georgetown,  Del.,  received  the  mas- 
ter of  divinity  degree.  Formerly  pastor 
of  the  Williamstown,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church,  Stuart  is  now  assistant  pas- 
tor of  the  Northview  Brethren  Life 
Church,  the  new  mission  congrega- 
tion of  the  Ohio  District  in 
Springboro,  Ohio. 

David  L.  West,  a  member  of  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church,  received  the 
master  of  divinity  degree.  Originally 
from  Wisconsin,  West  joined  Park 
Street  Church  while  attending  the 
seminary.  He  currently  pastors  the 
St.  John's  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Abion,  Ohio,  but  plans  to  seek  a 
Brethren  pastorate. 

David  E.  Benshoff,  pastor  of  the 
Brethren  Bible  Church  of  Louisville, 
Ohio,  received  the  master  of  arts  de- 
gree. Following  12  years  as  a 
tentmaker  in  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Derby,  Kans.  (during  which 
time  he  worked  at  Boeing  Aircraft  in 
Wichita),  Benshoff  entered  ATS  in 
1985.  He  began  pastoring  the 
Brethren  Bible  Church  that  same 
year. 

Morven  Ross  Baker  received  the 
master  of  arts  degree  in  pastoral 
psychology  and  counseling  (with 
honors).  Though  not  a  member,  Mrs. 
Baker  is  a  regular  attender  and  active 


participant  in  the  life  and  ministry  of 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  From  1986  to  1988  she 
served  first  as  receptionist/secretary 
for  The  Brethren  Church  National  Of- 
fice and  later  as  assistant  to  the  editor 
of  the  Evangelist.  Her  husband, 
David,  is  associate  professor  of  Old 
Testament  and  Hebrew  at  ATS. 

Terry  A.  Colley  received  the  master 
of  arts  degree  in  pastoral  psychology 
and  counseling.  A  recent  addition  to 
The  Brethren  Church,  he  pastored  for 
eight  years  in  the  Wesleyan  and  Free 
Methodist  Churches.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing the  reorganized  Brethren  Church 
in  Medina,  Ohio  (formerly  the  Medina 
Bible  Fellowship). 

Michele  Lee  Nugen,  a  member  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church,  received  the  master  of  arts 
degree  in  pastoral  psychology  and 
counseling  (with  high  honors).  She 
and  her  husband,  Rob,  former  youth 
pastor  at  Park  Street  Church,  now 
live  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  speaker  for  the  graduation 
service  was  Rev.  Stanford  C.  Mitchell, 
senior  pastor  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  in  Ashland.  Mitchell,  a  native 
of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  a  pastor  in 
Ashland  since  1978,  was  also  given  an 
honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
during  the  service. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  work,  Dr. 
Mitchell  has  taken  an  active  role  in 
his  denomination  and  is  involved  in 
community  service.  He  has  also 
taught  homiletics  as  an  adjunct 
professor  with  ATS.  (Some  Brethren 
will  also  remember  him  as  the  1979 
General  Conference  inspirational 
speaker.) 

Cheyenne  Church  Members 
Enjoy  Old-Fashioned  Night 

Cheyenne,  Wyo.  —  Members  of  the 
Cheyenne  Brethren  Church  enjoyed 
an  "Old-Fashioned  Night"  on  Sunday 
evening,  April  29,  sponsored  by  the 
Co-Workers  Sunday  school  class  (age 
50  and  above). 

The  event  began  with  a  pie  and  ice 
cream  social,  followed  by  the  evening 
program.  Members  of  the  class  joined 
together  to  sing  special  music,  then 
each  member  related  an  event  he  or 
she  remembered  from  childhood. 
June  Vitley  read  a  poem  she  had  writ- 
ten about  the  joys  we  will  experience 
when  we  meet  Jesus  in  heaven.  And 
the  program  concluded  with  a  mes- 
sage by  retired  pastor  Rev.  Albert 
Curtright,  who  teaches  the  Co- 
Workers  Class. 

—  reported  by  Alice  M.  Tharp 
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Eight  Brethren  Receive  Degrees 
From  Ashland  University  in  May 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Eight  Brethren 
students  received  degrees  from  Ash- 
land University  during  AU's  112th 
commencement,  held  May  12. 

Receiving  a  master  of  education  de- 
gree was  Ellen  Clough.  Ellen  and  her 
husband,  Rev.  Robert  Clough,  are 
members  of  the  Smithville,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church. 

Granted  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
was  Joesph  Arden  Gilmer,  a  member 
of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  Joe  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Arden 
(pastor  of  Park  Street  Church)  and 
Mrs.  Roberta  Gilmer. 

Brian  Christy  Maurer,  a  member  of 
the  Ashland  Garber  Brethren 
Church,  likewise  received  a  bachelor 
of  arts  degree.  Brian's  wife,  Beth 
(Naff),  was  also  among  the  graduates. 
She  received  the  associate  of  arts  de- 
gree. Beth  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and 


Mrs.  James  Naff  of  Woodstock,  Va., 
where  her  father  pastors  the  St.  Luke 
Brethren  Church. 

Also  receiving  a  B.A.  degree  was 
David  Paul  Steiner,  a  member  of  the 
Union  Bridge,  Md.,  Church  of  the 
Brethren  (where  his  father,  Rev.  Paul 
Steiner,  is  pastor),  but  a  regular  at- 
tender  while  at  AU  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  David, 
who  graduated  sum  ma  cum  laude  and 
Gamma  Alpha  Kappa,  was  president 
of  the  AU  student  senate  during  his 
junior  and  senior  years.  He  read  the 
Scripture  during  the  commencement 
service,  and  his  father,  a  trustee 
emeritus,  prayed  the  invocation  and 
benediction. 

Ryan  Russell  Gordon,  a  member  of 
the  Ashland  Garber  Brethren 
Church,  received  the  bachelor  of 
science  in  education  degree.  He  is  the 


son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Gordon, 
also  of  Ashland  (where  Rev.  Gordon  is 
Director  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Growth  for  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church). 

Also  receiving  the  bachelor  of 
science  in  education  degree  was  An- 
gela G.  (Lucas)  Boyce,  a  member  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Lucas,  also  Park  Street  mem- 
bers, she  now  lives  in  Waynesville, 
Ohio,  with  her  husband,  Steve. 

Linda  A.  McKibben,  also  a  member 
of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church, 
likewise  received  the  B.S.  in  educa- 
tion degree,  graduating  cum  laude. 
She  and  her  husband,  Douglas,  are 
the  parents  of  two  children. 

A  total  of  911  degrees  were  granted 
during  this  112th  commencement,  in- 
cluding 366  master's  degrees,  442 
bachelor's  degrees,  and  103  associate 
degrees.  Robert  S.  Jepson,  chairman 
of  the  board  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  Jepson  Associates  and  Jepson 
Vineyards,  was  the  speaker. 


Missionaries  Tom  Saunders,  Kerner  Family 
Return  to  the  United  States  during  May 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Brethren  mission- 
ary Tom  Saunders  was  brought  home 
from  Mexico  May  15  for  emergency 
medical  leave. 

Saunders  had  suffered  for  several 
weeks  with  physical  problems  the 
cause  of  which  local  physicians  were 
unable  to  diagnose  and  treat.  As  a 
result,  he  was  experiencing  weight 
loss,  weakness,  and  shortness  of 
breath. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  U.S.,  he  was 
taken  to  the  University  Hospital  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was  given 
preliminary  tests  and  released.  His 
condition  has  improved  somewhat, 
but  the  cause  of  his  problems  remains 


unknown.  Tests  continue,  and  a 
determination  concerning  his  return 
to  Mexico  will  be  made  at  a  later  date. 

The  David  Kerner  family,  mis- 
sionaries to  Colombia,  also  returned 
to  the  U.S.  in  May  (the  28th),  but 
thankfully,  not  for  health  reasons. 
They  were  scheduled  for  furlough 
later  this  year,  but  the  date  was 
moved  up  to  accommodate  daughter 
Erin's  school  schedule. 

The  Kerner  family  plans  to  return 
to  Colombia  in  late  August,  at  which 
time  they  will  locate  in  Bogota. 

All  visits  and  deputation  for  the 
Kerners  will  be  scheduled  through  the 
Missionary  Board  office. 


Exciting  Things  Happening  at 
Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.  —  Exciting  things 
have  been  happening  in  recent 
months  at  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren 
Church. 

Since  a  new  pastor,  Rev.  Dean  Ben- 
ton, arrived  on  the  scene  last  July,  the 
church  has  seen  increased  attend- 
ance, new  converts,  and  additional 
members.  Worship  attendance  has 
grown  from  50  to  90,  a  total  of  17  were 
baptized  on  April  8  and  April  22,  and 
15  have  been  received  as  new  mem- 
bers. On  Easter  Sunday,  worship  at- 
tendance was  138. 

Rev.  Benton  is  a  retired  United 
Methodist  pastor. 

—  reported  by  Shirley  Powell 


Pontius'  Puddle 


EVEN  THOO&U  TENSIONS  BETWEEN 
EAST  AND  WEST  ARE  WANING,  WE  KOST 
CONTINUE  OOR,   [AILITARY  BoiLDOP  TO 
GrOARD  AGrAlNST  A  NiEW  ENENW  WE 
MOW  HAVE^REASOKTO  FEkK- 


THE  BILLIONS.  OF  PEOPLE 
WORLDWIDE  WU0S.E  UONG-ER 
AND  POOR  HE&LTU  (L00LD 
HAVE  BEEM  PREVENTED 
HAD  WE  NOT  WASTED 
RESOURCES  WITH  A 
MILITARY  SLMLbOP  in" 
THE  FIRST  PLACE. 
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Cyclone  Strikes  India; 
Relief  Funds  Needed 

Andhra  Pradesh,  India  —  A  major 
cyclone  struck  India  on  May  9—10  in 
Andhra  Pradesh,  the  state  in  which 
Brethren  Missionaries  K.  Prasanth 
and  Nirmala  Kumar  serve. 

The  official  death  toll  as  of  May  22 
was  514  people,  with  over  2.6  million 
affected  and  400,000  originally  dis- 
placed. Of  equal  concern  was  the 
death  of  100,000  head  of  livestock. 

Rev.  Kumar  requested  relief  assist- 
ance for  the  area  through  the  World 
Relief  Corporation  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Evangelicals,  and  this 
was  granted.  Our  Missionary  Board  is 
assisting  with  the  transfer  of  funds. 

Brethren  World  Relief  offerings 
received  in  April  are  used  for  such 
disasters.  However,  Brethren  people 
desiring  to  give  additional  gifts  to  pro- 
vide relief  for  India  may  do  so  through 
their  local  churches  or  by  sending 
them  to  The  Brethren  Church  Nation- 
al Office,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland, 
OH  44805.  They  should  be  designated 
for  "India  Relief." 


CLeaR-TV  Discontinues 
Boycott  Against  Clorox 

Tupelo,  Miss.  —  Christian  Leaders 
for  Responsible  Television  (CLeaR- 
TV)  announced  on  April  26  that  they 
were  ending  their  boycott  of  The 
Clorox  Corporation. 

The  Executive  Committee  voted  to 
end  the  boycott,  originally  scheduled 
to  last  one  year,  after  nine  months, 
following  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
sex,  violence,  and  profanity  sponsored 
by  Clorox  last  fall  and  assurances  by 
Clorox  that  they  would  avoid  sponsor- 
ing similar  programs  in  the  future. 

Clorox  representatives  approached 
CLeaR-TV  to  request  that  the  boycott 
be  ended  when  it  became  apparent 
that  the  boycott  would  be  successful. 
Clorox  sales  dropped  from  $753.7  mil- 
lion in  the  first  six  months  of  1989  to 
$662.5  million  in  the  last  six  months 
(when  the  boycott  was  in  force).  This 
occurred  despite  a  massive  advertis- 
ing campaign  by  Clorox  and  the  intro- 
duction of  some  new  products  last  fall. 

Company  officials,  who  met  with 
CLeaR-TV  representatives,  admitted 
that  the  company  had  not  been  enforc- 
ing its  own  guidelines  during  the 
spring  monitoring  period  (when  the 
decision  to  boycott  their  products  was 
made),  but  said  that  they  started 
strict  enforcement  after  the  boycott 


Ashland,   Ohio 

—  The  board  of 
trustees  of  Ashland 
University,  acting 
upon  a  recommen- 
dation of  the  facul- 
ty of  Ashland 
Theological  Semi- 
nary (ATS),  voted 
at  its  May  1 1  meet- 
ing to  name  the 
new  classroom 
building  at  ATS 
(dedicated  in  May 
1989)  the  Shultz 
Academic  Center 

in  honor  of  AU  President  Joseph  R.  and  Doris  H.  Shultz  —  in  recognition  of  their 
faithful  commitment  to  the  seminary  and  the  university.  Dr.  Shultz  served  as  dean 
and  vice  president  of  the  seminary  for  1 7  years  prior  to  being  named  president  of 
Ashland  University  in  1980.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shultz  (c.)  are  shown  receiving  a  plaque 
from  Dr.  Fred  Finks  (r.),  the  current  vice  president  of  the  seminary,  while  Thomas 
Stoffer  (I.),  chairman  of  the  seminary  committee  oftheAU  board  of  trustees,  waits 
to  present  them  a  framed  painting  of  the  building. 


In  Memory 

Rev.  Spencer  E.  Gentle,   73,   a 

retired  Brethren  pastor,  died  May  26, 
following  a  long  illness. 

Born  April  6,  1917,  in  Cainsville, 
Mo.,  the  son 
of  Roscoe  and 
Millie  Still 
Gentle,  he 
was  a  grad- 
uate of  Fort 
Scott  (Kan.) 
High  School 
(1934),  Fort 
Scott  Junior 
College 
(1936),  Ash- 
land College 
(1947),  and  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary (1958). 

He  entered  the  pastorate  as  a  stu- 
dent in  1947,  serving  the  North 
Georgetown,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church 
from  1947  to  1950,  and  was  ordained 
in  August  1949.  This  was  followed  by 
pastorates  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  First 
Brethren  (1950-55);  and  Goshen,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  (1955-63). 

From  1963  to  1970  he  served  as 
editor  of  The  Brethren  Evangelist, 
during  which  time  he  also  pastored 
part  time  first  the  Glenford,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church  (1963-64),  then  the 


Mansfield,  Ohio,  (Walcrest)  Brethren 
Church  (1964-70). 

He  returned  to  the  full-time  pas- 
torate in  1970,  serving  first  the 
Papago  Park  Brethren  Church  in 
Tempe,  Ariz.  (1970-72),  then  for  a 
second  time  the  Goshen,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church.  He  served  there 
until  his  retirement  January  1,  1985, 
following  which  he  was  made  Pastor 
Emeritus  of  the  congregation. 

He  was  General  Conference  mod- 
erator in  1971  and  again  in  1976;  was 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  National 
Brethren  Ministerial  Association  for 
25  years;  and  served  for  a  number  of 
years  on  the  Missionary  Board  (and  as 
president  of  that  board  on  two  sep- 
arate occasions). 

Spencer  was  married  June  23, 1940, 
to  Eleanor  Cook,  who  died  in  1982. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
Phillip  and  Mary,  both  now  living  in 
the  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  area;  Stanley  and 
Daryl,  both  living  in  Ashland;  and 
Kevin,  who  died  in  1971. 

The  funeral  service  for  Brother 
Gentle  was  held  at  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland  on  May 
30,  with  Dr.  Arden  Gilmer  and  Rev. 
Marlin  McCann  officiating.  A 
memorial  service  was  held  at  Goshen 
First  Brethren  on  Sunday,  June  3, 
with  Pastor  Donald  Rowser  in  charge. 


began.  They  stated  that  "Our  intent 
has  always  been  to  support  programs 
meeting  standards  we  believe  to  be 
right,"  and  they  assured  CLeaR-TV 
that  in  the  future  the  company  would 
make  sure  that  its  advertising 
guidelines  would  be  strictly  enforced. 


CLeaR-TV  has  requested  that  sup- 
porters continue  boycotting  Mennen 
products  through  July.  Mennen  has 
not  announced  any  changes  in  its 
practice  since  being  identified  as  a 
leading  sponsor  of  sex,  violence,  and 
profanity  last  spring. 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

AMAZING  GRACE! 

You  hear  the  word  GRACE  a  lot  at  church.  It  is  just  a  small  word  with  only  five 
letters,  but  it  packs  a  big  meaning. 

Grace  is  getting  something  good  that  you  don't  deserve.  The  best  example  of  what 
GRACE  means  is  found  in  a  story  that  Jesus  told  to  His  friends  about  the  Prodigal  Son. 

Read  the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son  in  Luke  15:11-32.  The  Prodigal  Son  left  his 
home  and  his  father,  taking  half  of  his  father's  money.  He  went  away  and  spent  the 
money  on  worthless  things  until  it  was  all  gone.  Then  he  became  hungry,  scared,  sad, 
and  alone.  He  felt  ashamed  of  how  he  had  acted. 

After  a  while  he  decided  to  return  home  to  his  father.  He  went,  hoping  for  the  best, 
but  knowing  that  his  father  might  just  tell  him  to  go  away.  When  he  arrived  home,  he 
experienced  his  father's  grace.  His  father  didn't  yell  at  him.  He  didn't  punish  him  or 
send  him  away.  These  are  the  things  the  son  deserved.  Instead,  the  father  forgave  his 
son.  He  hugged  him  and  welcomed  him  home  with  great  joy  and  love. 

God  is  like  the  father  in  this  story.  God  gives  us  grace  —  not  what  we  deserve.  We 
don't  always  obey  God.  We  try,  but  sometimes  we  sin.  God  does  not  punish  us,  which  is 
what  we  deserve.  Instead,  when  we  come  home  to  God,  He  welcomes  us,  forgives  us, 
and  tells  us  that  no  matter  what  happens,  His  love  for  us  never  stops. 


WORD  SEARCH 

In  the  box  of  letters  below,  find  the  feelings  listed  at  the  left  and  at  the  right  and  circle  each  word. 


BEFORE  GRACE 

sad        alone        hungry 

scared        ashamed        worried 

FINISH  THE  SON'S  FACE 


BEFORE  GRACE 


HTHAPPYKMS 

UHOLANSAD  I 

NALONEOSAC 

GNAVOMAHPO 

R  K  A  E  WO  MAPN 

YFUDAMTMYT 

SURPR  ISEDE 

ZLSCAREDLN 

WO  R  R  I  E  D  I  N  T 

XBYAMAZEDS 

AFTER  GRACE 

amazed        surprised        thankful 

loved        happy        content 

FINISH  THE  SON'S  FACE 


AFTER  GRACE 


June  1990 
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From 
The 


Hanson  and  Joan  Young  and 
Steve  and  Sharon  Williams  were 
ordained  deacons  and  deaconesses  in 
the  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  on  Sunday,  March  18.  Rev. 
Kenneth  Hunn,  pastor  of  the  Warsaw, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church,  deliv- 
ered the  sermon  for  the  service.  Rev. 
Hunn  and  Rev.  James  Sluss,  pastor  of 
the  Roanoke  congregation,  conducted 
the  ordination  of  the  two  couples. 

Dr.  Raymond  W.  Bixler,  profes- 
sor of  history  at  Ashland  University 
from  1929  until  his  retirement  in 
1972,  died  April  5  at  the  age  of  93, 
following  a  short  illness.  In  addition 
to  teaching  history  at  Ashland,  Bixler 
served  as  dean  of  the  institution  from 
1943  to  1945  and  as  president  from 
1945  to  1948.  He  received  an 
honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  from 
Ashland  in  1969,  and  in  1972  Bixler 
Hall  was  dedicated  in  his  honor. 

Seekers-in-Sneakers,  the  youth 
of  the  Valley  Brethren  Church  of 
Jones  Mills,  Pa.,  had  a  different  kind 
of  marathon  recently  —  a  Bible-Read- 
A-Thon.  The  young  people  asked 
sponsors  to  pay  them  25  cents  for 
every  Bible  chapter  they  read.  The 
"Seekers"  read  a  total  of  233  chapters, 
for  which  they  received  $58.25.  Some 
of  the  money  will  be  used  to  purchase 
school  supplies  for  Riverside  Chris- 
tian School  in  Lost  Creek,  Ky.,  and  the 
rest  went  into  their  treasury  for  fu- 
ture projects. 

Attendance  at  the  Warsaw,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church  on  Easter 
Sunday  was  302,  two  more  than  the 
goal  of  300.  This  is  the  highest  morn- 
ing worship  attendance  on  record  at 
the  church. 

John  and  Judy  Allison  were  or- 
dained deacon  and  deaconess  in  the 
Derby,  Kans.,  Brethren  Church  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  February  25.  Dr. 
Richard  Allison,  a  professor  at  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  and  father 
of  John,  presented  a  message  during 
the  service  on  "Deacons  That  Deac." 
He  also  assisted  Rev.  Dennis  Sigle, 


pastor  of  the  Derby  congregation,  and 
Rev.  Reilly  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Mul- 
vane,  Kans.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
in  the  ordination  ceremonies  for  his 
son  and  daughter-in-law. 

The  Ardmore  Brethren  Church 

of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  recently  ex- 
tended a  call  to  Rev.  William  J. 
Shipman  to  become  the  pastor  of  that 
congregation.  Rev.  Shipman  has  ac- 
cepted the  call  and  will  begin  serving 
the  congregation  on  July  1.  A  1985 
graduate  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  (Master  of  Divinity  degree), 
Rev.  Shipman  has  served  since  May 
1986  as  youth  pastor  at  the  Mill- 
edgeville,  111.,  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Hunn  has  accepted 
a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Nap- 
panee,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Rev.  Hunn,  who  has  served 
the  Warsaw,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  since  June  1980,  will  begin  at 
Nappanee  in  August. 

The  Bell  Choir  of  the  Oakville, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 

recently  added  a  fourth  octave  of  bells 


to  their  set.  On  April  28  the  choir 
traveled  to  Lawrenceburg,  Ind., 
where  the  members  spent  the  day 
practicing  with  other  choirs  from  the 
area  in  preparation  for  a  concert  that 
the  combined  choirs  presented  that 
evening. 

Rev.  P.  Keith  Hensley,  pastor  of 
the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church 
of  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  was  recently 
voted  the  Parks  Township  "Fireman 
of  the  Year."  According  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  company,  "Since  Pastor 
Keith  has  been  actively  involved  in 
the  work  of  the  fire  company,  the 
whole  attitude  of  the  members  and 
the  company  as  a  group  has  changed." 
(Presumably  for  the  better!  —  the 
Editor.) 

A  recent  Missionary  Emphasis 

weekend  at  the  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  featured  returned 
missionaries  Mark  and  Chantal 
Logan.  At  the  evening  service  on 
Saturday,  April  21,  the  Logans 
showed  slides  and  shared  information 
(continued  on  next  page) 


In  Memory 

Pearl  Tyson,  69,  May  5.  Member  for  41 
years  and  deaconess  of  the  South  Bend 
First  Brethren  Church,  where  she  was 
active  in  W.M.S.  and  served  for  a  time  as 
a  Sunday  school  teacher.  She  was  an  in- 
spiration to  her  fellow  members,  for 
despite  suffering  with  severe  crippling 
arthritis  for  nearly  50  years,  she  had  a 
nearly  continuous  smile  and  words  of 
praise  for  the  Lord.  Services  by  Pastor 
Larry  R.  Baker. 

Lester  A.  Peck,  87,  April  29.  Longtime 
member  of  the  Falls  City  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  served  on  the  church 
board  and  many  years  as  Sunday  school 
superintendent  and  teacher.  He  also  ac- 
tively helped  with  the  district  church 
camp.  Services  by  Pastor  Curt  Nies. 
Dessie  Stoffer,  99,  April  24.  Oldest  mem- 
ber at  the  time  of  her  death  of  the  Roanoke 
First  Brethren  Church.  Earlier  in  her  life 
she  served  several  years  at  Lost  Creek,  Ky. 
Hazel  Rhinesmith,  59,  April  13.  Member 
for  32  years  of  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Timothy  P. 
Garner. 

John  Alber,  91,  March  29.  Member  for 
many  years  of  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  George  Brown. 
Marie  Lightfoot,  94,  March  20.  Member 
for  60  years  of  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  she  belonged  to  the  W.M.S. 
and  served  as  Sunday  school  class 
secretary.  Services  by  Pastor  Timothy  P. 
Garner. 

Florence  Schultz,  85,  March  19.  Mem- 
ber for  50  years  of  the  Milford  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Paul 
Tinkel. 


In  Memory  (cont.) 

Alice  Ruth  Clyburn,  66,  January  22. 
Member  for  37  years  of  the  Fort  Scott 
Brethren  Church,  where  she  was  active  in 
the  W.M.S.  until  her  confinement  to  a 
nursing  home  in  recent  years.  Services  by 
Pastor  Jim  Koontz  and  Rev.  Dennis  Sigle. 

Goldenaires 

Orville  and  Lucille  Brandenburg, 

50th,  May  25.  Members  of  the  Gratis  First 

Brethren  Church. 

Roy  and  Ruth  Buehner,  55th,  April  6. 

Members  of  the  Gratis  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Daniel  and  Jeanne  Lightner,   50th, 

March  6.  Members  of  the  Ashland  Park 

Street  Brethren  Church. 

Weddings 

Karen  Christopher  to  Mitchell  Funk- 
houser,  May  26,  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 
Groom  a  member  of  the  Warsaw  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  serves  as  as- 
sociate pastor. 

Robyn  Mack  to  Kevin  Kelly,  April  7,  at 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church;  Pastor  Arden  E.  Gilmer  and  Rev. 
Ed  Dowling  officiating.  Bride  a  member  of 
the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Muncie:  1  by  transfer 

Milford:  2  by  transfer 

Meadow  Crest:  5  by  baptism 

Derby:  2  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 

Garber:  6  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 
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The  War  on  Drugs: 

Is  There  Any  Hope? 


A  BATTLE  is  raging  in  1990  for  the 
control  of  people's  destinies  —  not 
just  in  their  daily  lives  but  also  for 
eternity.  Drugs  and  alcohol  stand  like 
an  evil  warrior,  mocking  our  society 
and  its  godly  values.  The  fact  is  that 
from  a  spiritual  perspective,  drugs 
and  alcohol  are  two  of  the  strongest 
tools  of  temptation  used  by  Satan  and 
the  forces  of  evil  in  our  present  world. 

Drug-related  and  drunk  driving 
deaths  are  the  main  killers  of  young 
people,  along  with  suicide,  which  is 
often  prompted  by  drug  or  alcohol 
abuse.  The  government  knows  full 
well  that  we  have  a  huge  problem  on 
our  hands  and  is  employing  every  pos- 
sible means  to  stop  the  flow  of  drugs 
into  our  nation.  Nevertheless,  alcohol 
remains  legal  and  easy  for  youth  to 
obtain.  Often  times  it's  as  close  as  the 
family  refrigerator. 

Why  do  people  use  drugs  and  al- 
cohol? Both  offer  a  means  of  changing 
or  medicating  one's  feelings, 
thoughts,  and  actions.  For  a  person 
who  wants  a  lift  or  a  change,  it's  an 
enticing  temptation.  But  there  is  a 
high  price  to  pay  —  the  price  of  de- 
pendence or  addiction! 

God  speaks  to  us  through  the  Bible 
and  calls  "getting  high"  by  means  of 
alcohol  or  drugs  a  work  of  the  flesh. 
It's  a  mistake;  a  dead  end.  A  clear 
reference  to  the  negative  effects  of 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  is  presented 
in  the  New  Testament  in  Galatians 

Pastor  Hoyt  serves  the  Walcrest 
Brethren  Church  in  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
This  article  was  written  for  a  local 
newspaper  but  was  also  submitted  to  the 
Evangelist  for  publication. 


By  David  Hoyt 


5:19-21.  This  passage  warns  against 
drunkenness  and  the  use  of  drugs  to 
alter  one's  state  of  mind.  The  original 
Greek  text  uses  the  word pharmakeia, 
which  means  the  use  of  drugs  for 
magical  purposes  and  which  is  trans- 
lated as  "sorcery"  in  many  modern 
translations. 

What  are  the  realities  of  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse?  People  who  have  ex- 
perienced it  after  it  has  turned  sour 
liken  it  to  "a  living  hell."  A  person's 
life  changes  drastically  for  the  worse, 
and  the  person  becomes  controlled  by 
the  need  to  use  the  substance. 

I've  known  people  who  have  turned 
into  habitual  liars  to  their  families, 
friends,  and  employers  as  a  result  of 
this  need.  Others  steal  from  everyone 
they  know  to  support  their  habit. 
Families  are  torn  apart;  divorces 
occur;  children  are  neglected  or 
abused. 

Some  users  develop  severe  mental, 
emotional,  or  physical  problems  and 
end  up  in  psychiatric  wards  or  hospi- 
tals. It  is  not  uncommon  for  addicts  to 
lose  days,  weeks,  or  even  years  from 
their  memories. 

The  list  of  evils  goes  on  and  gets 
ever  worse.  Court  hearings,  prison 
sentences,  drug-related  murders  in 
the  world  of  sellers  and  buyers. 
Dealers  exploit  high  school,  junior 
high,  and  even  elementary  students, 
using  them  as  their  drug-running 
flunkies.  Large  nationwide  gangs 
promise  poor  inner-city  kids  an  easy 
way  to  get  rich.  Some  do,  but  many  die 
violent  deaths.  The  fact  is  that  drug 
use  breeds  burglaries,  robberies, 
muggings,  prostitution,  and  countless 
deaths  from  overdose  or  murder. 


From  the  Grape  Vine 

(continued  from  previous  page) 

about  their  ministry  in  Colombia. 
Then  on  Sunday  morning,  following  a 
continental  breakfast,  the  Logans 
answered  questions  about  their  min- 
istry, put  to  them  by  the  adults  and 
youth  during  the  Sunday  school  hour. 
Mark  spoke  during  the  morning  wor- 
ship service,  which  was  followed  by  a 
noon  pot-luck  dinner  with  the  Logan 
family. 

The  Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church  recently  authorized  a  $2,500 
gift  to  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board 


toward  the  purchase  of  property  for 
the  Northview  Brethren  Life  Church 
in  Springboro,  Ohio.  Earlier  in  the 
year  (as  reported  in  the  January 
Evangelist),  the  Smithville  congrega- 
tion gave  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren 
Church  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  $10,000 
toward  its  new  educational  wing. 

The  Trinity  Brethren  Church  of 

Canton,  Ohio,  recently  loaned  $5,000 
to  the  Revolving  Loan  Fund  of  the 
National  Missionary  Board  to  assist 
in  the  purchase  of  property  for  the 
Northview  Brethren  Life  Church.  The 
Trinity  congregation  has  also  begun 
crediting  all  payments  on  a  loan  made 


Drugs  and  alcohol  have  long  been 
tools  used  by  the  devil  to  corrupt  and 
pervert  human  souls.  Jesus  said,  "The 
devil  was  a  murderer  and  a  liar  from 
the  beginning,  and  there  is  no  truth 
in  him"  (John  8:44).  Satan's  aim  is  to 
dominate  and  enslave  a  person  —  to 
reduce  a  person  to  slavery  to  sub- 
stance, destined  for  hell. 

A  way  out 

Thankfully,  there  is  a  way  out. 
There  is  an  answer  to  this  terrible  on- 
slaught of  evil  temptation  that  has  in- 
fected our  world.  The  wonderful  truth 
is  that  God  made  us  and  knows  how 
to  help  us.  He  loved  us  so  much  that 
He  sent  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  to  show 
us  how  to  live.  And  He  comes  to  us  as 
individuals.  The  Bible  tells  us  that 
God  sent  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  to  pay 
for  our  sins  in  order  to  reunite  us  with 
Himself  —  to  give  us  a  life  far  better 
than  addiction  to  alcohol  or  drugs. 

The  massive  problem  of  substance 
abuse,  the  evil  cartels  that  provide  the 
drugs,  and  the  multi-million  dollar 
breweries  that  stock  our  stores  with 
alcoholic  beverages  are  not  going  to. 
vanish  overnight.  But  the  war  on 
drugs  and  alcohol  can  be  won  by  in- 
dividuals, parents,  and  families  who 
face  the  problem  and  who  ask  God  to 
help  them  make  right  choices. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  God  created 
us  to  be  filled  with  His  Holy  Spirit. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  true  peace,  for 
He  enables  us  to  face  life's  pressures 
and  to  avoid  the  pathways  of  drug 
dependency  and  self-destruction.  Fol- 
lowing Christ  is  the  answer,  for  He 
gives  us  the  power  to  say  "No!"  to 
drugs  and  alcohol.  [|] 


to  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church 
some  time  ago  directly  to  the  prin- 
cipal, thus  saving  the  Smoky  Row  con- 
gregation a  considerable  amount  in 
interest. 

For  the  Mother-Daughter  Ban- 
quet at  the  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.,  First 
Brethren  Church,  the  men  and  boys 
of  the  congregation  treated  the  ladies 
and  girls  to  a  fried  chicken  dinner 
with  all  the  trimmings.  The  men  and 
boys  did  all  the  cooking  and  serving. 
During  the  banquet  Ollie  Foy  was 
honored  as  the  oldest  mother  present, 
and  Teresa  Green  was  honored  as  the 
youngest. 
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The  same  as  those 
entrusted  yesterday. 
Those  who  are 
willing  to 
stick  their  necks  out. 


5  5 


We  call  them  disciples, 

apostles,  preachers, 

teachers,  laity, 

^  seminarians  .  .  . 


u  hold  one  of  the 
keys,  you  may  want  to 
consider  continued 
support  of  the 
Ministerial  Student  Aid 
Program. 


Offerings,  church  and  individual,  may  be  sent  to: 
The  Rev.  Bradley  Weidenhamer 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
910  Center  Street 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Facing  Our  Fears 


AS  THE  FATHER  of  two  small 
girls,  I've  learned  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  a  good  story.  The 
recollections  of  a  former  mission- 
ary to  Colombia  fit  that  category. 

Recently  someone  shared  with 
me  a  copy  of  a  transcribed  inter- 
view with  Dennis  Crespo,  a  mis- 
sionary to  northern  Colombia  in 
the  1940s  and  1950s.  What  struck 
me  about  Crespo  was  his  fearless 
witness  in  the  face  of  opposition. 

A  difficult  promise 

Crespo  promised  God  that  he 
would  preach  in  every  village 
along  a  certain  stretch  of  the  Mag- 
dalena  River.  But  sometimes  his 
preaching  got  him  into  trouble 
with  the  local  religious  (Roman 
Catholic)  authorities.  Over  time, 
Crespo  was  shoved,  spit  on,  jailed, 
and  generally  harassed. 

The  religious  authorities  in  one 
village  rang  the  church  bells  every 
time  they  saw  Crespo  and  other 
missionaries  coming.  They  also  or- 
ganized women  and  school  chil- 
dren to  come  with  empty  tin  cans 
and  to  beat  the  cans  whenever  the 
missionaries  tried  to  speak.  "It 
was  very  difficult  without  loud 
speakers.  And  it  was  especially  dif- 
ficult if  the  speaker  was  a  mission- 
ary who  couldn't  speak  Spanish 
very  well,"  Crespo  said. 

"It  was  easy  for  me,"  Crespo,  a 
Puerto  Rican,  continued,  "because 
I  spoke  Spanish  quite  well  and  I 
could  talk  for  hours  without  get- 
ting hoarse." 

"I  noted  that  the  men  would  get 
together  and,  holding  hands  .   .   . 


form  a  large  circle,  saying,  'Get  in 
the  middle  and  preach  whatever 
you  like.  No  woman  or  priest  will 
be  able  to  enter  the  circle.'" 

"At  that  time,"  Crespo  added, 
"there  were  no  gunshots.  But  there 
was  opposition.  You  got  used  to 
continual  controversy.  If  we  were 
not  assertive  or  if  we  were 
frightened,  the  gospel  would  not 
get  preached.  Fortunately,  I  was 
not  afraid  of  any  of  these  things." 

Interestingly,  a  fellow  mission- 
ary of  Crespo's,  Aimee  McQuilkin, 
seemed  equally  bold.  "When  the 
Lord's  with  you,  you  aren't  that 
afraid,"  the  retired  missionary 
recently  told  students  at  Columbia 
(SC)  Graduate  School  of  Missions. 

What  was  it  like  when  she  "got 
slapped  around  a  little"  —  as  she 
put  it  —  or  when  she  and  Colom- 
bian believers  were  targeted  by 
stone -throwers  at  least  11  times 
during  her  missionary  career? 

"At  the  time,  I  didn't  feel  afraid," 
she  says.  "Actually,  it  was  kind  of 
exhilarating." 

Her  amazed  listeners  thought 
about  that.  Then  one  asked,  "Is 
there  anything  you  are  afraid  of?" 

"Well,"  she  said,  "I'm  not  really  a 
fearful  person.  I  suppose  I'm  most 
afraid  of  not  pleasing  the  Lord." 

A  source  of  encouragement 

As  a  rather  fearful  Christian 
witness,  I  find  encouragement  in 
Crespo's  and  McQuilkin's  testi- 
monies. I'm  sure  that  if  we  pressed 
them,  they  would  confess  to  times 
when  their  hearts  pounded  and 
their  feet  wanted  to  run  away.  Yet 


they  persisted  out  of  a  strong  de- 
sire to  obey  and  please  God. 

North  American  society  seems  to 
have  taught  us  that  personal  faith 
is  a  no-no  topic  for  social  conversa- 
tion. We  can  discuss  obnoxious 
movies,  political  corruption,  or  the 
latest  child  abuse  case  without  of- 
fending anyone.  But  if  we  bring  up 
faith  in  Christ,  we  might  somehow 
violate  our  listeners'  sensitivities. 

How  can  we  be  more  bold  and 
creative  in  our  Christian  witness? 
How  can  talking  about  Christ  be- 
come more  natural  for  us? 

Yes,  we  need  to  be  tactful,  dis- 
cerning, and  not  "cram  it  down 
people's  throats."  We  also  must 
seek  the  Holy  Spirit's  love  and 
guidance,  and  live  what  we  preach. 

But  sometimes  we  are  so  nice  in 
our  silence  that  we  get  downright 
mean.  That  is,  for  fear  we  will  of- 
fend, we  do  friends  the  ultimate  in- 
dignity by  failing  to  tell  them  the 
best  Good  News  available. 

"Tell  me!" 

Some  time  back,  I  bumped  into 
an  old  college  acquaintance  who 
was  going  through  a  crisis.  Un- 
employed, he'd  taken  a  job  in  an 
adult  bookstore.  Searching  for 
meaning,  he  had  dabbled  in  occult 
literature.  He  seemed  aware  of  his 
spiritual  need.  Yet  I  began 
hesitantly,  saying  in  effect,  "You 
might  not  want  me  to  tell  you 
about  Jesus,  but  .  .  .  ." 

He  quickly  interrupted.  "No,  tell 
me.  TELL  ME!" 

It's  pretty  humiliating  when  a 
searching  non-Christian  has  to 
force  the  gospel  out  of  you.  God 
spoke  to  me  that  day.  But  I  must 
confess  that  my  fear  of  witnessing 
still  surfaces.  How  about  you? 

Fortunately,  timid  Christians 
are  in  good  company.  Even  the 
Apostle  Paul  —  a  veritable  George 
Patton  of  world  missions  —  con- 
fessed to  the  Ephesians  his  need 
for  courage  (Eph.  6:19-20,  Nrv): 

Pray  also  for  me,  that  whenever  I 
open  my  mouth,  words  may  be 
given  me  so  that  I  will  fearlessly 
make  known  the  mystery  of  the 
gospel ....  Pray  that  I  may  declare 
it  fearlessly,  as  I  should. 

May  Paul's  request  be  our  re- 
quest. And  may  we  show  some  of 
the  same  spunk  of  those  Colom- 
bian missionaries.  [f] 
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In  This  Issue: 

In  this  issue  is  a  special  section  giving  the  schedule  for  General  Conference 
"at  a  glance,"  followed  by  details  on  many  of  the  events  that  will  take  place 
during  Conference  week.  Though  his  name  does  not  appear  on  these  pages, 
Ronald  W.  Waters,  Director  of  Brethren  Church  Ministries,  deserves  credit 
for  much  of  this  section,  for  he  wrote  most  of  these  articles. 

No  issue  next  month:  Just  a  reminder  that  because  this  is  a  combined 
July/August  issue,  there  will  be  no  EVANGELIST  next  month. 

Answer  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

The  verses  (Isaiah  9:6-7)  should  read:  "For  to  us  a  child  is  born,  to  us  a  son 
is  given,  and  the  government  will  be  on  his  shoulders.  And  he  will  be  called 
Wonderful  Counselor.  Everlasting  Father.  Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  increase  of 
his  government  and  peace  there  will  be  no.  end.  He  will  reign  on  David's 
throne  and  over  his  kingdom,  establishing  and  upholding  it  with  justice  and 
righteousness  from  that  time  on  and  forever." 


Remembering  to 


WELCOME 


Strangers 

By  Bess  Metcalf,  with  Harold  Walton 


IN  LATE  MAY  of  1988,  110  Viet- 
namese refugees  set  off  from  the 
port  of  Ben  Tre  by  boat  to  seek 
asylum  outside  Vietnam,  and  then 
hopefully  to  resettle  in  the  West. 
They  traveled  a  route  that  over 
one  million  refugees  had  traveled 
before  them.  But  three  days  out 
into  the  South  China  Sea,  the 
boat's  engine  failed,  and  they 
began  to  drift. 

Two  weeks  later  the  refugees 
were  able  to  flag  down  the  U.S. 
warship  Dubuque.  The  refugees, 
however,  were  not  rescued.  Only 
their  provisions  of  food  and  water 
were  renewed,  and  then  they  were 
turned  away,  about  260  miles  from 
the  nearest  land. 

When  these  supplies  ran  out, 
several  of  the  weak  passengers 
died  and  were  eaten  by  some  of  the 
others.  Three  were  reportedly  for- 
cibly drowned  and  then  eaten.  By 
the  time  some  Filipino  fishermen 
rescued  the  refugees,  only  52 
people  remained  alive. 

The  sin  of  omission 

The  U.S.  ship  was  guilty  of  a  sin 
of  omission.  Good  that  could  have 
been  done  was  neglected.  Perhaps 
some  of  us  are  also  guilty  of  the  sin 
of  omission  with  regard  to  the 
refugee  crisis.  Perhaps  we  have 
neglected  to  do  the  good  we  could 
have  done  in  Jesus'  name. 

Ms.  Metcalf  is  U.S.  Midwest  Resettle- 
ment Director  for  World  Relief  Cor- 
poration of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals.  This  article  is  an  edited 
version  of  an  address  she  recently 
presented. 

Rev.  Walton,  who  edited  the  message, 
is  pastor  of  the  New  Paris,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  and  a  member  of  The 
Brethren  Church's  World  Relief  Com- 
mission. He  has  himself  sponsored 
several  refugees. 


Refugees  are  persons  forced  to 
flee  their  country  because  of  a 
well-founded  fear  of  persecution 
based  on  their  political  or  religious 
beliefs.  Across  the  globe  today, 
there  are  some  16  million  refugees 
—  Vietnamese,  Laotian,  Cambodi- 
an, Hmong,  Mozambican,  Ethiopi- 
an, Sudanese,  Somalian,  Afghan, 
Iranian,  Romanian,  Cuban,  Sal- 
vadoran,  and  other  small  but  no 
less  victimized  groups. 

They  have  suffered  lives  of  fear 
and  loss.  Many  have  watched  fami- 
ly members  be  beaten,  tortured,  or 
killed.  Many  have  been  beaten  or 
tortured  themselves.  Some  have 
been  kept  out  of  schools  or  from 
employment,  or  have 
been  put  into  prison 
by  their  governments 
because  of  their  open 
belief  in  God. 

Every  refugee  has 
a  tragic,  pain-filled 
story.  Whatever  his  or 
her  personal  experi- 
ences of  persecution, 
each  refugee  reaches 
a  point  when  he  or 
she  realizes  that  to 
stay  in  the  homeland 
would  mean  risking 
his  or  her  life  and  the 
lives  of  those  he  or 
she  loves. 

Refugees  see  no  vi- 
able alternative  but  to 
flee  everything  famil- 
iar to  them  in  order  to 
save  their  lives.  They 
are  uprooted  by  cir- 
cumstances that  are 
beyond  their  control 
and  forced  to  flee  into 
exile.  They  are  with- 
out home,  without 
roots,  without  mean- 
ingful work,  without 


their  friends  and  possibly  even 
their  families.  They  languish  in 
refugee  camps  or  alone  in  cities, 
waiting,  hoping  for  the  opportunity 
to  begin  living  a  secure  and  stable 
life  again. 

For  a  fortunate  few,  this  be- 
comes a  reality  when  they  are 
granted  a  chance  to  resettle  in  the 
United  States  or  another  county  of 
asylum.  For  most  of  the  world's 
refugees,  however,  the  only  hope  is 
for  no  less  than  a  restoration  of 
peace  or  stability  in  their  home 
country.  This  became  a  reality  last 
year  for  5,000  Eastern  European 
refugees.  It  is  a  faint  hope  for 
many  others.  (next  page) 


Vietnamese  refugees  in  Hong  Kong. 
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Soviet  Christians  arriving  at  O'Hare  Airport  in  Chicago. 


How  should  we  respond? 

How  should  we,  as  Christians, 
respond  to  these  strangers?  The 
Bible  has  some  very  direct  lessons 
for  us  as  Christians  on  how  we 
need  to  treat  the  stranger. 

We  all  remember  the  well-known 
passage  in  Matthew  chapter  25: 
"Come,  you  who  are  blessed  by  my 
Father;  take  your  inheritance,  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  since 
the  creation  of  the  world.  For  I  was 
hungry  and  you  gave  me  some- 
thing to  eat,  I  was  thirsty  and  you 
gave  me  something  to  drink,  I  was 
a  stranger  and  you  invited  me 
in  .  .  ."  (w.  34-35,  niv). 

Having  all  been  strangers  our- 
selves in  one  way  or  another,  we 
can  well  imagine  the  incredible 
fear,  confusion,  and  homesickness 
that  refugees  feel.  They  have  dif- 
ferent customs  and  different  ways 
of  relating  with  others. 

But  I  think  we  also  can  all 
remember  a  time  when  a  gracious 
person  came  to  us  in  our  alienation 
and  extended  a  hand  during  a 
party  or  after  church,  or  knocked 
on  the  door  to  our  new  home  and 
simply  said,  "Welcome!"  Can  we  do 
less  than  offer  that  same  welcome 
to  needy  refugees? 

Jesus  challenged  his  disciples 
and  us  today  as  Christians  to  open 
our  hearts  to  strangers,  open  our 
homes  to  strangers,  open  our  lives 
to  strangers  and  welcome  them 
into  our  churches  and  homes.  He 
calls  us  to  provide  clothes  for  them 
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if  they  are  inadequately  dressed; 
food  for  them  if  they  are  hungry;  a 
place  for  them  to  sleep;  a  chance  to 
reshape  their  lives;  and  a  loving 
witness  for  the  Lord. 

The  author  of  the  letter  to  the 
Hebrews  echoes  the  same  chal- 
lenge: "Remember  to  welcome 
strangers  in  your  homes"  (Heb. 
13:2,  TEV).  Refugees  embody  God's 
call  to  extend  welcome  to  all  who 
need  it.  What  better  place  is  there 
than  the  church  to  welcome  the 
world's  estranged? 

Churches  need  to  be  involved 

World  Relief  believes  that  local 
churches  need  to  be  involved  in  the 
lives  of  refugees.  There  is  no  better 
place  for  a  newly-arrived  family  to 
get  the  support,  love,  and  accept- 
ance its  members  need  in  order  to 
take  those  first  steps  toward 
rebuilding  their  shattered  lives. 

Many  also  need  the  salvation 
from  sin  offered  through  faith  in 
Christ.  Refugee  sponsorship  pro- 
vides a  unique  opportunity  to 
share  with  others  God's  forgiving 
grace  in  Christ.  Long-term  depend- 
ency is  not  advocated,  nor  the 
adoption  of  a  family.  This  depend- 
ency may  alleviate  the  temporary 
suffering  and  sense  of  alienation  a 
refugee  feels,  but  it  does  not  allow 
for  growth  and  self-sufficiency. 

What  we  ask  churches  to  provide 
is  temporary  assistance  and  sup- 
port that  fosters  the  refugee's  self- 
esteem  and  self-healing  —  what 
we  call  the  "Good  Samaritan" 


model  of  resettlement.  The  Good 
Samaritan  did  not  personally 
nurse  the  victim,  but  he  made  cer- 
tain that  the  injured  man  was 
provided  for.  More  importantly,  he 
opened  up  his  heart  to  a  man  he 
did  not  even  know,  moved  by  com- 
passion to  help  this  stranger. 

A  World  Relief  sponsorship  en- 
tails a  90-day  commitment  on  the 
part  of  a  church  to  welcome  and 
orient  a  family  to  its  new  sur- 
roundings. This  includes  meeting 
the  family  at  the  airport  to  wel- 
come them  to  our  country,  provid- 
ing housing  and  food  for  the  first 
month,  setting  them  up  in  an 
apartment,  helping  them  find  a 
job,  helping  them  learn  English. 

An  exciting  leap  of  faith 

It  is  exciting.  It  is  also  a  lot  of 
work,  but  it  is  nevertheless  an  in- 
credibly enriching  experience  for 
those  involved.  To  respond  to  this 
challenge  of  sponsorship  requires  a 
leap  of  faith.  But  these  leaps  al- 
most always  lead  us  to  places  of 
greater  joy,  greater  grace,  and 
greater  knowledge  of  God  through 
service  to  people  whom  God  loves 
and  whom  Christ  died  to  save. 

Won't  you  prayerfully  consider 
whether  God  would  have  you  to  be 
involved  in  refugee  resettlement? 
For  more  information  on  how  you 
can  help,  write  or  call  World  Relief 
Refugee  Service,  P.O.  Box  WRC, 
Nyack,  NY  10960  (phone  914-268- 
4135;  or  contact  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office.  [f] 


Mozambican  refugees. 
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Brethren  Megatrends  2000 

Part  II 

The  second  part  of  a  two-part  article  dealing  with  major  areas  of  ministry 
that  Brethren  must  address  in  the  current  decade,  by  Mary  Ellen  Drushal. 


LAST  MONTH  we  looked  at  five 
issues  that  I've  called 
"Brethren  Megatrends  2000." 
These  are  issues  I  believe  we  must 
address  as  a  church  as  we  begin 
the  last  decade  of  this  century. 

Those  five  issues  were:  1.  Pursue 
Spiritual  Formation;  2.  Be  Vision- 
Oriented  rather  than  Main- 
tenance-Mode Minded;  3.  Build 
Trust  among  People;  4.  Address 
the  Needs  of  an  Aging  Population; 

5.  Deal  with  Pastoral  Care  Issues. 
Let  us  now  consider  five  addi- 
tional trends  to  which  we  must 
respond  in  the  years  immediately 
ahead. 

6.  Empower  the  laity. 

Leaders  in  the  church  need  to 
delegate,  train,  and  evaluate  every 
worker  in  the  church.  Volunteers 
should  be  viewed  as  "unpaid  staff 
and  treated  accordingly.  Like 
employees,  unpaid  staff  need: 

•  job  descriptions  outlining  their 
responsibilities  and  designating 
to  whom  they  report; 

•  communication  letting  them 
know  what  is  expected  of  them; 

•  to  know  that  their  ideas  are 
respected  and  taken  seriously; 

•  to  know  that  they  will  be 
evaluated  and  held  accountable 
for  what  is  done  or  not  done  in 
their  position; 

•  recognition  for  their  contribution 
to  the  church  and  its  program. 

Dr.  Drushal  is  General  Conference 
Moderator  and  Associate  Professor  of 
Christian  Education  and  Church  Ad- 
ministration at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  This  two-part  article  was 
originally  presented  as  an  address  at 
this  year's  Brethren  Pastors'  Con- 
ference in  April. 


"Equipping  the  saints  for  the 
work  of  ministry"  is  the  concept  at 
work  here.  If  we  are  to  unleash  the 
laity,  every  member  must  be  in- 
volved in  ministry  rather  than 
be  a  spectator.  Empowerment  is 
defined  as  "authorizing,  enabling, 
and  giving  permission  to"  people  to 
function. 

Their  responsibility  for  the  work 
of  ministry  in  the  local  church  is  a 
concept  that  must  constantly  be 
kept  before  the  people.  If  the  pas- 
tor is  the  only  person  in  the  local 
church  who  is  working  (because 
that  is  what  he  is  paid  to  do),  this 
guarantees  a  dying  church.  The 
laity  must  assume  its  biblical  role 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  Brethren, 
get  out  of  the  pews  and  do  some- 
thing for  Christ  and  His  church! 

What  are  you  doing  for  Christ? 
What  are  your  spiritual  gifts  and 
how  are  you  using  them? 

The  laity  must  also  have  the 
freedom  to  initiate  Spirit-led  min- 
istry, not  just  to  respond  to  some- 
thing someone  asks  them  to  do. 
The  recruitment  of  sufficient 
workers  should  be  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  of  a 
committee.  The  church  needs  to 
function  as  the  church  in  the  com- 
munity, not  as  just  another  social 
institution. 

A  1987  Gallup  poll  found  that  94 
percent  of  Americans  believe  in 
God,  yet  mainline  denominations 
continue  their  dramatic  declines  in 
membership.  People  believe  in 
Christ,  but  they  don't  flock  to 
churches.  In  1988  Gallup  reported 
that  44  percent  of  Americans  don't 
go  to  worship.  Why?  Some  said 
that  churches  were  not  spiritual 
places  but  religious  centers.  They 


see  the  church  as  organizational  as 
opposed  to  dealing  with  theological 
and/or  spiritual  issues.  The  church 
lacks  services  that  are  spiritually 
nurturing.  (Naisbitt  and  Abur- 
dene,  Megatrends  2000:  Ten  New 
Directions  for  the  1990's,  p.  275.) 

If  this  is  accurate  information, 
then  change  is  necessary.  We  must 
address  tasks  and  issues  of  our 
day  from  a  biblical  perspective  and 
respond  accordingly. 

The  laity  must  function.  "Faith 
without  works  is  dead."  Spectators 
who  attend  worship  and  perhaps  a 
Sunday  school  class  have  their  just 
reward  —  they  sit  and  listen.  But 
vital  and  growing  disciples  of 
Christ  are  participants  in  minis- 
try. They  are  actively  pursuing 
what  Jesus  would  have  them  do 
through  Bible  study  and  the  ap- 
plication of  the  word  to  daily  life. 

Remember  also  that  if  the  laity 
is  unleashed,  two-thirds  of  them 
are  going  to  be  female.  "Pollster 
Lou  Harris  estimates  that  a  sub- 
stantial 46%  of  women  are  regular 
church  attenders,  followed  by  a 
much  lower  33%  of  men."  (Sheery 
Suib  Cohen,  Tender  Power:  A 
Revolutionary  Approach  to  Work 
and  Intimacy,  p.  59.)  Women  have 
spiritual  gifts  that  run  the  same 
gamut  as  men's  gifts.  I  don't  recall 
any  biblical  distinctions  giving 
some  gifts  only  to  males. 

We  need  to  begin  to  think,  write, 
and  read  using  inclusive  language. 
Women  need  to  break  the  glass 
ceiling  that  has  been  placed  above 
them  and  which  keeps  them  from 
various  positions  of  leadership  in 
the  church  —  not  just  because  they 
are  women,  but  because  they  have 
earned  the  right  to  be  respected  as 
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they  become  knowledgeable,  in- 
fluential, and  willing  to  pay  the 
price  to  work  and  to  do  the  minis- 
try to  which  God  has  called  them. 
7.  Adult  Christian  Education. 

The  Lily  Foundation  funded  a 
study  through  Search  Institute  of 
Minneapolis  that  was  completed 
by  10,000  church 
people  who  re- 
sponded to  374  ques- 
tions regarding  their 
beliefs  and  values. 
The  study  revealed 
that  only  33  percent 
of  the  respondents 
had  an  integrated 
faith  —  one  that  embraces  both 
basic  beliefs  and  the  practical  im- 
plications of  these  beliefs  to  their 
lives. 

The  study  said  that  "what  mat- 
ters most  in  building  mature  faith 
is  adult  Christian  education  —  an 
important  phase  widely  neglected 
in  churches.  Adult  Christian 
education  has  had  very  little  posi- 
tive influence  on  religious  faith  be- 
cause they  have  had  so  little  of  it." 
(Ashland  Times-Gazette,  February 
16,  1990.) 

Unfortunately,  quality  Christian 
education  is  perceived  as  a  need  of 
only  children  and  youth.  Adult 
Christian  education  ought  to  chal- 
lenge people,  causing  them  to 
think  and  to  ask  questions.  This 
study  found  "that  growth  in  ma- 
ture faith  depended  not  so  much 
on  the  warmth  and  friendliness  of 
a  congregation,  but  on  the  degree 
to  which  it  challenges  thinking 
and  encourages  questions." 

Why  do  we  ignore  the  develop- 
mental process  of  adults  in  design- 
ing adult  Christian  education? 
The  Yale  Study  which  formed  the 
backdrop  for  Daniel  Levinson's 
book  Seasons  of  a  Man's  Life  and 
Gail  Sheahey's  book  Passages 
should  be  sufficient  to  let  us  know 
of  the  significance  of  adult  develop- 
ment. Researchers  and  theorists 
such  as  Erik  Erickson  and  Ronald 
Gould  have  offered  stage  develop- 
mental views  that  outline  sig- 
nificant events  in  the  lives  of 
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adults  that  nearly  coincide  with 
the  decades  of  life. 

The  church  needs  to  provide  help 
in  these  areas  and  not  just  ignore 
the  fact  that  the  stages  exist.  The 
Christian  education  program  of 
the  church  ought  to  contain  more 
options  for  adult  study  than  the 


"Women  need  to  break  the  glass  ceiling  that  has 
been  placed  above  them  and  which  keeps  them 
from  various  positions  of  leadership  in  the  church  — 
not  just  because  they  are  women,  but  because  they 
have  earned  the  right  to  be  respected 


country  the  next  day.  The  fax 
machine  puts  workers  in  immedi- 
ate touch  with  their  offices  (or  with 
anyone  else  in  the  world  who  has  a 
fax  machine),  even  if  they  work  at 
home.  And  in  our  computer  age, 
computers  with  modern  equipment 
even  make  it  possible  for  people  to 
order  new  cars 
directly  from  the 
factory!  Consequent- 


International  Sunday  School  Les- 
son. We  need  to  assist  adults  in 
making  the  necessary  transitions 
in  their  lives  through  constant  in- 
teraction with  scripture.  There- 
fore, we  must  cause  them  to  be  in 
dialogue  with  biblical  teachings  re- 
lated to  the  issues  of  the  day  in 
which  we  live. 

Adults  need  to  interact  with  one 
another.  They  need  to  be  taught 
various  methods  of  Bible  study 
and  to  be  challenged  to  engage  in 
a  structured  approach  to  such 
study.  Strength  and  endurance  to 
"run  the  race"  in  the  Christian  life 
is  a  lifelong  training  process  in  dis- 
cipleship. 

8.  Demographics  are  changing  in 
our  favor. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  located 
almost  exclusively  in  small  towns 
and  rural  areas.  For  years  we  have 
wondered  why  we  didn't  locate 
churches  in  growing  metropolitan 
areas.  If  the  population  trends  con- 
tinue as  they  are  projected,  by  the 
year  2000  more  and  more  people 
will  be  relocating  in  rural  areas 
and  small  towns. 

Brethren,  people  are  coming  to 
where  we  are,  and  we  had  better 
be  getting  ready  to  minister  to 
them  in  significant  ways. 

Why  is  this  population  shift  hap- 
pening? Remember,  we  live  in  an 
information-based  society.  Our 
modern  transportation  network 
has  made  it  possible  to  have  a 
package  delivered  anywhere  in  the 


ly,  people  have 
access  to  any  infor- 
mation they  desire 
no  matter  where 
they  live. 
"People  are  aban- 
doning cities  for  quality-of-life 
reasons:  low  crime  rates,  compara- 
tively low  housing  costs,  recrea- 
tional opportunities,  and  perhaps 
most  of  all,  a  return  to  community 
values."  (Naisbitt  and  Aburdene, 
Megatrends  2000,  p.  305.)  The  con- 
sumer is  again  king  and  queen  in 
the  marketplace.  "In  a  high-wage 
information  economy,  people  are 
paid  for  what  is  unique  to  them  — 
their  intelligence  and  creativity" 
(Naisbitt  and  Aburdene,  p.  308). 

The  baby-boomer  generation 
has  grown  up  and  now  has  chil- 
dren. These  baby-boomers  are  re- 
turning to  the  church  for  the  sake 
of  these  children.  But  if  we  want  to 
hold  them,  we  must  provide 
quality  programs  that  ignite  their 
enthusiasm  and  challenge  their 
energies. 

These  are  educated  people,  ac- 
customed to  being  involved  in  the 
decision-making  processes  where 
they  work.  They  will  not  tolerate 
autocratic  leadership,  whether  it  is 
pastoral  or  lay.  In  the  21st  cen- 
tury, people  who  lead  from  a  posi- 
tion of  power  and  title  will  have 
little  respect  from  this  generation 
of  church-goers.  The  leadership 
style  they  appreciate  is  participa- 
tive, not  dictatorial.  They  like 
motivators  and  people  who  listen 
to  all  sides  of  an  issue  before 
taking  action. 

Brethren,  as  a  denomination,  if 

the  demographic  trends  predicted 
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become  a  reality,  people  will  be 
available  to  us  in  our  communities 
as  never  before.  By  the  year  2000 
we  will  have  exhausted  the  ex- 
cuses for  having  churches  which  do 
not  grow. 

I  believe  God  intends  the  church 
to  grow  by  meeting  the  needs 
(spiritual  and  otherwise)  of  people 
in  our  immediate  areas  of  minis- 
try. As  believers,  we  must  walk 
outside  the  four  walls  of 
our  church  buildings  and 
begin  to  minister  to 
people  as  God  leads  us. 
Steeple-sitters  (people 
who  only  minister  to 
those  who  come  to  them) 
will  have  to  offer  their  ex- 
cuses on  the  day  of  judg- 
ment to  God  Himself  for  their 
failure  to  minister  to  their  com- 
munities. Each  of  us  will  stand 
alone  to  respond  to  His  questions 
regarding  why  we  did  not  answer 
His  call  to  service. 
9.  Meaningful  small  group  ex- 
periences. 

Do  you  currently  live  within  50 
miles  of  where  you  were  born?  Be- 
cause of  the  mobility  in  our 
society,  families  seldom  live  within 
50  miles  of  their  birth  home.  In 
fact,  in  1990,  one  in  every  four 
families  will  relocate.  Because  of 
the  mobility  of  our  society,  con- 
gregations need  to  work  at  becom- 
ing surrogate  families  for  their 
members,  providing  every  in- 
dividual who  attends  that  sense  of 
belonging  so  essential  to  healthy 
growth  and  development.  People 
need  to  be  in  touch  with  people. 

How  visitors  are  welcomed  to 
your  church  on  Sunday  morning  by 
the  pastor  and  the  laity  is  ex- 
tremely important.  Brethren  tout 
themselves  as  being  friendly  peo- 
ple. But  I  must  tell  you  that  as  I 
have  traveled  around  the  denomi- 
nation and  visited  churches,  I  have 
been  in  some  in  which  I  was  not 
even  greeted  by  anyone  except  the 
pastor.  Call  it  shyness,  or  over- 
sight, or  evidence  of  the  "let- 
George-do-it"  syndrome  —  but  the 
fact  remains  that  people  need  to  be 
warmly  welcomed  when  they  make 
the  effort  to  be  in  worship. 

It  has  been  said  that  newcomers 
make  an  unconscious  decision 
within  ten  minutes  of  entering  a 
church  whether  or  not  they  will 


return  the  next  week.  If  that  is 
true,  then  waiting  until  after  the 
service  is  over  to  greet  someone  is 
too  late.  People,  newcomers  or  not, 
need  to  be  acknowledged.  As- 
similation of  people  into  the  life 
and  work  of  the  local  church  (as- 
suming they  are  already  members 
of  the  family  of  God)  begins  with 
their  first  visit.  If  the  church  has 
no  plan  for  "handling"  visitors, 


"Brethren,  ...  if  the  demographic  trends  pre- 
dicted become  a  reality,  people  will  be  available 
to  us  in  our  communities  as  never  before.  By 
the  year  2000,  we  will  have  exhausted  the  ex- 
cuses for  having  churches  which  do  not  grow." 


how  can  we  ever  become  a  sub- 
stitute family  for  a  mobile  society 
of  people? 

Assimilating  people  into  the 
family  support  systems  provided 
by  the  local  church  is  a  critical  ele- 
ment that  cannot  be  ignored. 
Breaking  the  congregation  into 
smaller  components  and  working 
to  get  people  involved  in  more  than 
just  attending  worship  services  re- 
quires that  church  members  be 
open,  friendly,  and  available  in 
small  groups. 

Small  groups  can  be  Bible-study 
based.  But  almost  more  important 
than  what  they  do  when  they  meet 
is  that  group  members  develop 
strong  interpersonal  relationships. 
There  are  no  magic  tricks  for  ac- 
complishing this,  but  a  church  that 
doesn't  regularly  add  small  groups 
to  its  program  will  be  stranded  as 
the  21st  century  approaches. 

The  entire  message  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  one  of  reconcilia- 
tion, God  reconciled  to  His  people 
and  then  His  people  reconciled  to 
one  another.  As  Christians  wor- 
ship and  serve  together,  many  op- 
portunities occur  for  friendships  to 
develop.  These  friendships  must  be 
unconditional  and  need  to  grow  to 
such  strength  that  they  can  sur- 
vive the  normal  ebb  and  flow  of 
life's  activities. 

Through  these  family-like  at- 
tachments in  the  church,  we  be- 
come accountable  to  one  another 
for  what  we  do  and  who  we  are. 
Our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Lord  keep  us  honest,  and  they  are 
by  our  side  when  joys  are  shared 


and  sorrows  come.  Such  relation- 
ships are  also  necessary  for  effec- 
tive prayer,  for  how  can  we  pray 
specifically  for  one  another  unless 
we  are  close  enough  to  know  one 
another's  needs? 
10.  Re-educate  the  Brethren. 

This  is  a  message  to  Brethren 
approaching  the  21st  century  from 
personalities  such  as  A.T.  Ronk 
and  Dr.  Delbert  Flora.  In  recent 
conversations  with  Dr. 
Flora,  he  reminded  me 
that  as  The  Brethren 
Church  begins  to  grow,  it 
will  become  extremely 
important  that  we  iden- 
tify and  emphasize  our 
distinctives  as  never 
before.  The  ordinances  of 
our  church  contain  the  biblical, 
Brethren  theology  we  hold  dear. 
Communion  and  baptism  have 
their  three-fold  and  trinitarian 
components.  We  need  to  teach  and 
re-teach  these  as  evidence  of  how 
we  understand  God's  impact  in 
this  world  and  our  required 
response  to  it. 

The  Centennial  Statement  sets 
forth  our  basic  beliefs.  As  a 
denomination,  we  have  a  Mission 
Statement.  Both  of  these  reflect 
the  biblical  heritage  of  those  who 
preceded  us.  But  the  contents  of 
scripture  and  these  statements 
must  become  an  understandable 
and  personal  reality  and  revelation 
for  each  individual  member  of  the 
body  of  Christ  called  Brethren. 

Brethren,  we  are  living  in  excit- 
ing times.  Yes,  problems  exist.  The 
resolutions  for  these  problems  are 
complex  and  require  that  people  of 
strong  and  compassionate  faith  be 
about  the  tasks.  The  challenges 
are  great,  but  we  serve  a  great  and 
almighty  God.  God  has  called  us  to 
BE  AUTHENTIC  DISCIPLES, 
and  the  text  from  John  15:5  is  a 
verse  that  should  be  memorized  by 
one  and  all: 

/  am  the  vine,  you  are  the 
branches;  he  who  abides  in  Me, 
and  I  in  him,  he  bears  much  fruit; 
for  apart  from  Me  you  can  do 
nothing. 

Let  us  anticipate  the  21st  cen- 
tury with  vigor,  eagerness,  and  in- 
tentionality  in  ministry  through 
and  for  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord, 
Redeemer,  and  Constant  Com- 
panion in  discipleship.  [f] 
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Estate  Planning: 

Structuring 

Property  Transfers 

The  second  of  three  articles  on  matters  of  Christian  stew- 
ardship related  to  one's  future  —  making  provision  for  the  latter 
years  of  one's  life  and  also  arranging  for  the  passing  on  of  one's 
possessions  after  one's  death,  by  Stephen  J.  Williams. 


WHEN  WE  THINK  about  "es- 
tate planning,"  our  focus  is 
usually  upon  property  transfers  oc- 
curring at  death.  In  last  month's 
article,  however,  your  attention 
was  directed  to  a  broader  under- 
standing of  this  topic,  which  in- 
cludes arranging  for  the  lifetime 
use  of  assets.  Now  in  this  install- 
ment, we  will  look  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  "leftovers." 

The  various  methods 

There  are  various  methods  of 
transferring  property  at  death. 
These  include  the  following: 

Joint  Ownership  —  Assets  that 
are  owned  by  two  or  more  individ- 
uals in  this  form  of  ownership  will 
automatically  pass  to  the  surviving 
owner(s).  The  survivor  acquires 
the  property  by  virtue  of  the  survi- 
vorship right,  which  is  an  inherent 
element  of  this  form  of  ownership. 

Contractual  Transfers  —  Life  in- 
surance proceeds  and  retirement 
benefits  are  examples  of  this  form 
of  transfer.  United  States  savings 
bonds  may  also  be  "payable  on 
death"  to  a  named  individual.  The 
laws  of  some  states  permit  bank 
accounts  to  be  transferred  in  this 
manner  as  well. 

Mr.  Williams,  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Roanoke,  Ind.,  is 
an  attorney  with  Shambaugh,  Kast, 
Beck  and  Williams  Lawyers  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.  He  was  requested  to  write 
this  series  of  articles  by  the  Steward- 
ship Commision  of  The  Brethren 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

The  first  article  in  this  series  ap- 
peared on  pages  10  and  11  of  the  June 
issue. 
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Transfers  Becoming  Effective  at 
Death  —  A  donor  who  transfers 
property  may  retain  benefits  for 
life.  Examples  include  the  transfer 
of  real  estate  while  reserving  the 
right  to  occupy  or  receive  the  in- 
come for  life.  The  living  trust,  dis- 
cussed in  the  preceding  article,  is 
another  form.  The  donor  retains 
the  benefits  from  the  trust  as  well 
as  authority  to  revoke  the  trust. 
Other  beneficiaries  succeed  to  the 
trust  at  the  death  of  the  donor. 

Will  —  The  will  transfers  the 
property  that  is  not  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  by  the  decedent. 

The  alternative  methods  of 
transferring  property  are  a  supple- 
ment to,  rather  than  a  substitute 
for,  a  will.  Joint  ownership  may  be 
a  convenient  and  economical 
method  of  transferring  property  at 
death.  It  is  especially  appropriate 
between  spouses.  In  cases  where 
there  are  more  than  two  joint 
owners,  however,  the  intended  dis- 
position may  go  awry  if  one  of  the 
"other"  owners  dies  first. 

For  example,  where  a  parent  and 
two  or  more  children  are  named  as 
joint  owners,  the  death  of  one  child 
prior  to  the  parent  may  disrupt  the 
intended  distribution.  The  child 
who  survives  the  parent  will 
receive  the  entire  property.  The 
children  of  the  deceased  child  will 
not  receive  any  of  the  property. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  plac- 
ing property  in  joint  ownership 
creates  a  present,  as  well  as  fu- 
ture, ownership  interest.  Joint 
ownership  with  a  child  may  have 
unintended  consequences  if  the 
child  later  encounters  financial 
problems.  The  child's  creditors 


may  be  able  to  claim  a  portion  of 
the  property  which  is  jointly 
owned  with  the  parent. 

A  will  remains  the  most  common 
method  of  disposing  of  property  at 
death.  The  will  merely  disposes  of 
the  assets  which  an  individual 
owns  at  the  time  of  death. 

Some  individuals  delay  prepar- 
ing a  will,  anticipating  that  their 
assets  may  change.  A  properly 
drafted  will,  however,  can  accom- 
modate future  changes  in  the  char- 
acter of  property. 

For  example,  if  a  bequest  of  a 
cherished  heirloom  is  expressed  in 
the  will,  a  subsequent  gift  of  that 
item  will  not  impair  the  other  dis- 
positions made  by  the  will.  The 
particular  bequest  would  not  be 
given  effect,  since  the  item  is  no 
longer  part  of  the  estate.  This  does 
not  require  rewriting  the  will. 

A  will  is  merely  the  expression  of 
an  individual's  intent  concerning 
the  disposition  of  his  or  her  estate. 
It  must  comply  with  certain  for- 
malities, but  the  requirements  of  a 
valid  will  are  few  and  easily  satis- 
fied. Creating  a  proper  will,  how- 
ever, may  be  more  difficult. 

Ineffective  methods 

Other,  informal  methods  of 
transferring  property  are  not  effec- 
tive. The  practice  of  labeling  items 
with  the  names  of  persons  who  are 
to  receive  them  is,  for  example,  not 
valid.  The  gift  should  instead  be 
expressed  in  the  text  of  the  will. 
Some  states,  but  not  all,  do  vali- 
date gifts  that  are  expressed  in  a 
separate  written  list,  reference  to 
which  is  made  by  the  will. 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Other  purposes  of  a  will 

In  addition  to  disposing  of 
property,  a  will  may: 

Designate  the  personal  repre- 
sentative (executor)  who  is  to  ad- 
minister the  estate. 

Determine  whether  (1)  each 
beneficiary  is  required  to  pay  a 
prorata  share  of  estate  taxes,  or 
(2)  the  taxes  are  to  be  paid  from 
the  estate  prior  to  division. 

Authorize  (in  most  states)  your 
personal  representative  to  ad- 
minister the  estate  without  court 
supervision,  thus  reducing  costs. 

Waive  any  bond  which  may 
otherwise  be  required  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  personal  repre- 
sentative, further  reducing 
expenses. 

The  will  may  also  provide  for  the 
creation  of  a  trust.  A  trust  may  be 
desirable,  for  example,  to  ad- 
minister the  inheritance  of  one 
who  is  unable  by  reason  of  age,  in- 
capacity, or  improvidence,  to 
properly  manage  his  or  her  affairs. 

Parents  may  design  a  trust  for 
the  benefit  of  younger  children. 
The  assets  of  the  parents'  estate, 
as  well  as  insurance  proceeds,  may 
be  administered  in  the  trust.  The 
trustee  can  be  directed  to  dis- 
tribute funds  for  the  support  and 
education  of  the  children.  Typical- 
ly, the  trust  will  be  divided  into 
separate  shares  after  the  youngest 
child  has  attained  a  specified  age. 
Each  child  may  then  be  permitted 
to  withdraw  his  or  her  share. 

Considerable  flexibility  is  per- 
mitted in  designing  the  terms  of  a 
trust.  It  may  be  structured  to 
protect  its  assets  against  claims  of 
a  creditor  of  the  beneficiary.  This 
may  be  significant  in  preserving  a 
beneficiary's  eligibility  for  public 
assistance. 

Estate  taxes 

Property  that  is  transferred  at 
death  is  subject  to  two  potential 
levels  of  taxation:  In  addition  to 
state  death  taxes,  it  is  potentially 
subject  to  federal  estate  tax 
liability. 

The  federal  estate  tax  is  com- 
prehensive in  scope.  In  addition  to 
taxing  the  value  of  property  owned 
at  death,  it  applies  to  certain  prior 
transfers  made  during  life.  If  the 
donor  retained  a  benefit  from  prop- 


erty previously  transferred,  the 
value  of  that  property  is  taxed  at 
its  date-of-death  value.  And,  con- 
trary to  popular  belief,  the 
proceeds  of  life  insurance  are  or- 
dinarily subject  to  federal  taxation 
(although  state  tax  laws  vary).  If 
the  insured  owned  any  interest  in 
the  policy  —  such  as  the  right  to 
change  the  beneficiary  —  the 
proceeds  are  subject  to  federal  es- 
tate taxes. 

Certain  "taxable  gifts"  made 
during  one's  lifetime  are  also 
added  back  and  included  in  the 
property  subject  to  estate  taxation. 
The  "annual  exclusion"  exempts 
gifts  of  $10,000  or  less,  made  to 
any  one  person;  an  individual  may 
give  up  to  $10,000  per  year,  per 
person  to  an  unlimited  number  of 
donees  without  any  tax  conse- 
quences. Collectively,  a  married 
couple  is  permitted  to  give  $20,000 
per  person,  per  year. 

There  is  no  federal  tax  on  prop- 
erty that  passes  to  a  surviving 
spouse.  The  "marital  deduction" 
exempts  spousal  transfers.  Gifts  to 
qualified  charities  are  also  deduct- 
ible in  computing  the  estate  tax 
liability. 

Tax  credits 

Each  estate  is  entitled  to  a  tax 
credit  that  effectively  exempts  the 
initial  $600,000  in  value  from 
federal  estate  taxes.  The  exemp- 
tion afforded  by  the  unified  credit 
is  generous.  However,  the  federal 
estate  tax  rates  are  significant.  If 
the  estate  exceeds  the  $600,000 
threshold,  the  excess  will  be  taxed 
at  rates  beginning  at  37  percent! 

Married  individuals  may  collec- 
tively shelter  $1,200,000  from 
federal  estate  taxes.  This  may  be 
accomplished  by  properly  utilizing 
the  tax  credit  available  to  each  es- 
tate. This  requires  limiting  the 
amount  which,  upon  the  death  of 
one,  passes  to  the  surviving 
spouse.  The  marital  deduction  al- 
lowed the  first  estate  merely 
postpones  the  payment  of  tax. 
Everything  given  to  the  spouse 
will,  unless  consumed,  be  taxed  at 
the  survivor's  death. 

It  is  generally  advisable  to  limit 
the  amount  passing  to  the  spouse 
to  that  which  is  required  —  as  a 
marital  deduction  —  to  eliminate 
tax  on  the  first  estate.  This  may  be 


illustrated  in  the  following  way: 
Value  of  estate  $1,000,000 

Required  marital  deduction       400.000 
Residue  $    600,000 

The  residue  is  fully  sheltered 
from  tax  by  the  credit  available  to 
the  first  estate.  The  survivor's  es- 
tate is  also  entitled  to  a  credit, 
which  will  shelter  an  additional 
$600,000  from  tax. 

The  residue  is  typically  held  in  a 
trust  that  provides  lifetime 
benefits  to  the  spouse.  This  affords 
the  spouse  the  economic  benefit  of 
the  combined  estates.  The  trust, 
however,  is  structured  to  avoid 
taxation  of  its  assets  at  the  time  of 
the  survivor's  death.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  spouse,  the  trust  as- 
sets will  be  distributed  tax-free  to 
the  ultimate  beneficiaries.  The  tax 
credit  available  to  the  spouse's  es- 
tate will  shelter  an  additional 
$600,000  from  federal  estate  taxes. 

It  may  be  appropriate  to  restruc- 
ture ownership  of  assets.  Each 
spouse  must  have  a  separate  es- 
tate in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
the  tax  shelter  afforded  by  the 
credit  allowable  to  the  respective 
estates.  Assets  that  are  jointly 
owned  will  pass  to  the  surviving 
joint  owner  —  not  withstanding 
the  terms  of  the  decedent's  will. 

If  a  large  percentage  of  the  as- 
sets is  owned  in  this  fashion,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  divide  them, 
titling  some  in  the  name  of  each  of 
the  respective  spouses.  This  will 
create  an  independent  estate  for 
each  spouse,  which  may  absorb  the 
tax  credit  to  which  the  owner's  es- 
tate is  entitled. 

The  ultimate  objective 

Taxes  may  substantially  erode 
the  value  of  an  estate.  As  a  result, 
the  planning  process  is  attentive  to 
methods  of  reducing  tax  liabilities. 
Merely  minimizing  taxes,  however, 
is  not  the  ultimate  objective.  In- 
stead, the  process  is  aimed  at 
achieving  the  personal  goals  of  the 
individual.  The  plan  should  be  con- 
structed to  accomplish  this  in  an 
efficient  manner.  The  reduction  of 
transfer  costs  and  tax  liabilities  is 
merely  an  intermediate  element  of 
implementing  the  plan. 

The  concluding  installment  of 
this  series  will  consider  various 
ethical  implications  confronted  in 
the  planning  process. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Text:  John  15:20-27 


Be  Authentic  Disciples: 
Suffer  for  Me 

The  final  installment  in  a  series  of  four  articles  by  Moderator  Mary 
Ellen  Drushal  on  the  1990  General  Conference  theme.* 


Jfe  who  abides 
in  mc  ■  ■  •  bears 
mucfiirujLt  **«-<s--s 


MY  FOURTH  GRADE  teacher 
was  Ima  Lesher.  I  was  not 
the  brightest  student  in  her  class, 
and  I  really  struggled  with  arith- 
metic (as  we  called  it  in  those 
days).  The  day  we  had  a  test  on 
fractions,  I  missed  a  number  of 
problems  —  so  many,  in  fact,  that 
I  felt  compelled  to  stay  inside 
during  recess  and  study  math 
facts. 

This  was  a  startling  change  in 
my  behavior,  because  normally  I 
was  the  first  one  out  the  door  for 
recess.  Playtime  was  important  to 
me,  and  I  did  not  squander  those 
minutes. 

When  Mrs.  Lesher  returned  to 
the  classroom  that  day  and  found 
me  in  my  seat,  she  was  stunned. 
She  came  to  my  desk,  picked  me 
up,  sat  me  on  her  lap,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  question  me  gently  re- 
garding my  need  to  work  during 
recess. 

A  wonderful,  caring  person 

She  was  a  wonderful,  kind, 
caring  person  —  a  Christian  who 
showed  me  the  compassion  and 
mercy  of  Christ  in  this  situation. 
She  wiped  my  tears  away,  had  me 
blow  my  nose,  then  said,  "Mary 
Ellen,  you  can  probably  live  all  of 
your  life  without  learning  to  multi- 
ply and  divide  fractions.  God  has 
other  things  He  wants  you  to  do 
for  Him." 

Needless  to  say,  reassured  (and 
relieved),  I  hopped  off  her  lap  and 
ran  outside  so  as  not  to  waste  the 
rest  of  the  recess  studying! 

Ima  Lesher  cared  more  about  me 

The  first  article  appeared  on  page  11 
of  the  November  1989  EVANGELIST,  the 
second  on  page  11  of  the  January  1990 
issue,  and  the  third  on  page  7  of  the  May 
issue. 

July/August  1990 


as  a  developing  person  than  she 
did  about  teaching  arithmetic.  She 
risked  the  understanding  and  es- 
teem of  her  colleagues  by  meeting 
the  need  of  a  child.  Her  motives 
might  have  been  misconstrued, 
and  she  could  have  been  rep- 
rimanded by  her  superiors  for  her 
handling  of  this  dilemma.  After  all, 
she  was  a  teacher,  and  teachers 
are  supposed  to  help  children 
learn. 

Jesus'  motives  misinterpreted 

Certainly  Jesus'  motives  and  ac- 
tions were  frequently  misinter- 
preted. Even  the  disciples  —  who 
had  traveled  with  Him  for  three 
years,  had  heard  Him  teach,  had 
listened  to  Him  preach  and  pray, 
and  had  observed  His  miracles  — 
were  still  uncertain  of  who  He  was 
or  why  He  had  come.  And  it  was 
frequently  obvious  that  He  had 
confounded  the  religious  leaders  of 
His  day. 

No  one  could  comprehend  why  or 
how  He  did  the  things  He  did.  So 
why,  as  His  authentic  disciples, 
are  we  surprised  when  people  can- 
not fathom  what  motivates  us  to 
love  and  serve?  John  15:20  states: 
"If  they  persecuted  Me,  they  will 
also  persecute  you  ...."**  People 
without  Christ  do  not  understand 
Christians,  especially  those  who 
are  authentic  disciples. 

Authentic  disciples,  as  they  emu- 
late Christ's  example,  demonstrate 
a  radical  lifestyle  that  is  incom- 
prehensible to  pagans.  What 
causes  a  busy  executive  to  pause 
and  help  a  young  child  tie  the  laces 
on  a  shoe?  What  creates  the  bond 
between  friends  that  enables  them 
to  experience   death  together? 

** Scripture  quotations  are  from  the 
New  American  Standard  Bible. 


What  motivates  someone  to  take  a 
Saturday  to  paint  a  house  for  a 
needy  person?  What  produces  the 
need  to  respond  when  a  tragedy 
strikes? 

I  suggest  that  for  the  authentic 
disciple,  it  is  the  love  of  Christ, 
developed  through  intimate  com- 
munion with  Him,  which  leads  to 
service  for  and  with  those  around 
us.  John  15  describes  the  lifestyle 
of  authentic  discipleship.  Love  Me 
—  Obey  Me  —  Serve  Me,  but  don't 
always  expect  to  be  understood! 

"When  the  Helper  comes,  whom 
I  will  send  to  you  from  the  Father, 
that  is  the  Spirit  of  truth,  who 
proceeds  from  the  Father,  He  will 
bear  witness  of  Me,  and  you  will 
bear  witness  also,  because  you 
have  been  with  Me  from  the  begin- 
ning" (John  15:26-27). 

Authentic  disciples  must  bear 
witness  of  Christ.  From  the  very 
beginning  of  our  personal  relation- 
ship with  Jesus,  we  have  been  in 
the  process  of  becoming  all  that  He 
means  for  us  to  be:  witnesses  to 
our  families,  friends,  neighbors, 
and  the  greater  global  community. 

Acts  1:8  defines  the  area  of  min- 
istry for  authentic  disciples.  ".  .  . 
but  you  shall  receive  power  when 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you; 
and  you  shall  be  My  witnesses 
both  in  Jerusalem  [right  where 
you  are],  and  in  all  Judea  [your 
county]  and  Samaria  [your  state], 
and  even  to  the  remotest  part  of 
the  earth." 

Our  blind  spot 

As  Brethren,  we  may  do  a 
reasonable  job  of  ministering  to 
people  in  our  local  congregations. 
And  through  the  Missionary 
Board,  we  reach  out  to  those  in  the 
(continued  on  page  16) 
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General  Conference  Preview 

1990  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

Theme:  "Be  Authentic  Disciples"   (John  15:5) 

Moderator  —  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 

August  6-10, 1990  —  Ashland  University,  Ashland,  Ohio 

Conference  at  a  Glance 


Monday,  August  6 

6:00  p.m.   -  Reception 

6:45  p.m.   —  Holy  Communion,  led  by  Dr.  Jerry 
Flora  (reservation  required) 

Tuesday,  August  7 

7:30 


a.m. 


9:00 


a.m.   — 


Youth  Advisors'  Continental  Break- 
fast (reservation  required) 
Worship  Hour  with  Dr.  Richard 
Allison  speaking 

10:30  a.m.  —  Business  Session  1  (GCEC  and 
Officer  Reports) 

12:00  noon  —  Inter-Church  Luncheon  (by  invita- 
tion) 

Auxiliary  Sessions 
Business  Session  2  (Elections) 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Ban- 
quet (reservation  required) 
Worship  Hour  with  Dr.  Ben 
Witherington  speaking 
Summer  Crusader  Review 


1:15 
3:30 
5:15 

7:30 


p.m.  — 

p.m.  — 

p.m.  — 

p.m.  — 


9:30 


p.m.   — 


Wednesday,  August  8 

7:30  a.m.   —  Pastors'  Wives'  Breakfast  and  Fel- 
lowship (no  reservation  necessary) 

9:00   a.m.  —  Worship  Hour  with  Dr.  David 

Baker  speaking 

10:30  a.m.  —  Business  Session  3  (Board  and 

Institution  Reports) 
12:00  noon  -  Women's  Luncheon  and  Men's  Pic- 
nic (reservation  required) 

2:00  p.m.  —  Auxiliary  Sessions 

4:00  p.m.   —  All-Conference  Lawn  Party  and 

Cookout  (reservation  required)  — 
sponsored  by  National  BYC  for  the 
benefit  of  the  National  BYC  Project 

7:30  p.m.   —  Worship  Hour  with  Dr.  John  C. 
Shultz  speaking 

9:30  p.m.   —  Paul  Smith  Musical  Concert  (tick- 
et purchase  required) 

Thursday,  August  9 


7:30 

9:00 

10:45 
1:15 


a.m.   — 


a.m.   — 


a.m.   — 
p.m.   — 


Brethren  Church  Ministries  Com- 
mission meetings 
Worship  Hour  featuring  a  panel 
discussion  on  discipleship 
Auxiliary  Sessions 
Brethren  Church  Ministries 
Reports  and  Future  Directions 
Planning  Sessions  (all  delegates 
asked  to  attend  and  participate) 


5:30  p.m.   —  Missionary  Board  Banquet  featur- 
ing Brethren  missionaries;  speaker 
is  Rev.  David  Kerner,  Brethren 
missionary  to  Colombia  (the  ban- 
quet is  the  evening  service  — 
reservation  required) 

Friday,  August  10 

7:30  a.m.  —  Brethren  Church  Ministries  Com- 
mission meetings 
9:00   a.m.   —  Worship  Hour  in  Memorial  Chapel 
with  Moderator  Dr.  Mary  Ellen 
Drushal  speaking 

10:00   a.m.   —  Business  Session  4  (Final  Reports 
and  1991  Budget,  Installation  of 
Officers,  and  Kick-Off  Address  by 
Moderator-Elect  Rev.  James  Sluss) 

12:00  noon  —  Dismissal 

Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 
to  Moderate  Conference 

General  Conference 
Moderator  Dr.  Mary 
Ellen  Drushal  will  lead 
the  four  1990  General 
Conference  business 
sessions  and  present 
her  Moderator's  Ad- 
dress. But  her  respon- 
sibilities have  extended 
far  beyond  those  tasks. 

Dr.  Drushal  has  given 
extensive  leadership  to 
The  Brethren  Church 
and  the  General  Con- 
ference Executive  Coun- 
cil (GCEC)  during  the  past  two  transitional  years. 
In  addition  to  leading  GCEC  meetings,  she: 

—  led  GCEC  in  preparing  a  mission  statement 
for  The  Brethren  Church. 

—  guided  an  ad  hoc  committee  in  formulating 
Brethren  Church  Ministries  commissions,  includ- 
ing purpose  statements  and  initial  objectives. 

—  planned  and  led  GCEC  working  luncheons  at 
the  1989  General  Conference. 

—  led  a  Denominational  Planning  Retreat  last 
November  and  goalsetting  by  GCEC  as  a  result  of 
that  retreat.  (continued  on  next  page) 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 

—  served  as  liaison  between 
GCEC  and  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission. 

—  devised  the  1990  Conference 
schedule  and  arranged  for 
speakers. 

—  is  coordinating  several  new 
curriculum  courses,  including  a 
series  of  video  courses. 

Dr.  Drushal  is  uniquely 
qualified  for  this  critical  time  in 
the  church.  She  is  Associate  Dean 
of  Continuing  Education  and  As- 
sociate Professor  of  Christian 
Education  and  Church  Ad- 
ministration at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  She  also  leads 
churches  in  strategic  planning 
and  leadership  development. 
Prior  to  her  employment  at  the 
seminary,  she  was  director  of 
Christian  education  of  a  large 
Presbyterian  church  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  had  served  as  a 
trainer  for  Gospel  Light's  Inter- 
national Center  for  Learning 
(ICL)  seminars. 

She  is  married  to  Michael 
Drushal,  a  professor  at  Ashland 
University.  They  have  two 
children,  Lori,  a  sophomore  at 
Ohio  University,  and  Jeffrey,  a 
high  school  junior. 


General  Conference  Preview 


Reception,  Holy  Communion 
to  Open  General  Conference 


General  Conference  will  open 
with  a  reception  and  the  celebra- 
tion of  Holy  Communion  on  Mon- 
day evening. 

All  delegates  and  guests  are  in- 
vited to  the  reception  in  the  Con- 
vocation Center  beginning  at  6:00 
p.m.  The  reception  will  afford  op- 
portunity to  renew  friendships 
and  make  acquaintance  with 
other  Brethren.  Light  refresh- 
ments will  be  provided. 

At  6:45  p.m.,  participants  will 
be  seated  in  the  Convocation  Cen- 
ter for  a  three-fold  Communion 
service.  Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  professor 
of  New  Testament  Theology  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
will  lead  the  service,  with  musi- 
cal assistance  from  Rev.  Phil 
Lersch  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ron 
Sprunger. 

Communion  will  consist  of  the 
traditional  washing  of  feet,  Love 
Feast,  and  the  bread  and  cup.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dorman  Ronk  are  co- 
ordinating the  footwashing  serv- 
ice and  will  be  assisted  by 
deacons   and  deaconesses  from 


Brethren  churches  across  the 
country.  Deacons  and  deacon- 
esses who  plan  to  attend  Con- 
ference and  who  have  not  already 
indicated  willingness  to  help  may 
call  the  National  Office  (419-289- 
1708)  to  offer  their  assistance. 

The  Love  Feast  will  be  a  more 
substantial  meal  than  is  com- 
monly offered  in  local  churches. 
It  will  consist  of  a  French  dip 
sandwich,  broth,  relish  tray,  and 
brownie. 

Child  care  service  will  be  avail- 
able for  preschool  children  and 
elementary  age  children  who 
have  not  yet  made  a  profession  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Children 
should  be  fed  before  being  taken 
to  child  care. 

While  there  is  no  charge  for 
Communion,  advanced  reser- 
vations are  vital  to  assure  ade- 
quate seating  and  supplies. 
Reservations  may  be  made  on  the 
Conference  registration  form. 
Donations  toward  the  cost  of  the 
meal  are  welcome  with  the  reser- 
vation but  are  not  required. 


Five  ATS  Educators  to  Speak  on 
General  Conference  Theme 


Five  educators  from  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  will 
present  inspirational  messages 
during  General  Conference  week. 
Each  will  speak  on  some  aspect  of 
the  Conference  theme,  "Be 
Authentic  Disciples." 

Dr.  Richard  Allison  will  offer 
the  keynote  address  on  the  Con- 
ference theme  Tuesday  morning 
at  nine  o'clock,  speaking  on  the 
topic  "Discipling  for  the  Long 
Run."  A  ^ 
former  pas- 
tor,  Allison  < 
is  now  Di- 
rector of 
Doctoral 
Studies 
and  Profes- 
sor of 
Christian 
Education 


is 


at  ATS.  The  focus  of  his  ministry 
is  discipleship  and  adult  educa- 
tion. 

Dr.  Ben  Witherington 
scheduled 
to  speak 
Tuesday  at 
7:30  p.m. 
His  topic 
will  be 

"Eternal 
Treasures 
in  Earthen 
Vessels." 
Withering- 
ton  is  Associate  Professor  of 
Biblical  and  Wesleyan  Studies  at 
ATS.  He  is  widely  published  in 
the  areas  of  women's  studies  and 
Christology  and  has  a  Methodist 
background. 

Dr.  David  Baker  will  speak  on 
"Sharing  the  Burden;  Sharing  the 


Joy"  on  Wednesday  at  9:00  a.m. 
Baker  is  Professor  of  Old  Testa- 
ment and 
Hebrew. 
He  is  pub- 
1  i  s  h  e  d 
widely  in 
Old  Testa- 
ment com- 
mentaries 
and  is  a 
scholar  of 
multiple 
ancient  languages.  His  back- 
ground is  Plymouth  Brethren. 

Dr.  John 
Shultz  will 
address  the 
Conference 
a  t  7:30 
Wednesday 
evening  on 
the  subject 
of  "Load- 
Bearing 
(next  page) 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 
Christians."  Shultz  is  Professor  of 
Pastoral  Counseling.  His  focus  is 
homiletics  in  pastoral  ministry. 
He  also  manages  a  professional 
counseling  center  in  Ashland  and 
was  formerly  a  Brethren  pastor. 

Thursday  at  9:00  a.m.  Rev. 
Ronald  W.  Waters  will  lead  a 
panel  of  representative  Brethren 
in  a  discussion  of  the  messages  of 
the  week  and  their  views  regard- 
ing discipleship  in  The  Brethren 
Church.  Waters  is  the  Director  of 
Brethren  Church  Ministries  for 
The  Brethren  Church,  Inc.,  and  a 
former  Brethren  pastor. 

Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal  will 
conclude  the  theme-related  mes- 
sages Friday  at  9:00  a.m.  with 
her  Moderator's  Address.  Dr. 
Drushal  chose  this  time  in  order 
to  capsulize  the  previous  mes- 
sages and  to  provide  direction  to 
the  church  in  discipleship. 

Commissions  to  Lead 
Reporting/Planning  Forum 

The  eight  Brethren  Church 
Ministries  commissions  will  lead 
a  reporting  and  planning  forum 
on  Thursday  afternoon  of  Con- 
ference week. 

Conference  delegates  and 
guests  will  have  opportunity  to 
participate  in  sessions  with  three 
commissions.  Each  session  will 
feature  an  introductory  presenta- 
tion by  commission  members  on 
their  purpose,  objectives,  and 
strategies  from  the  past  year. 
They  will  also  share  progress  and 
thoughts  on  priorities  identified 
at  the  Denominational  Planning 
Retreat  and  assigned  to  that  com- 
mission. Then  participants  will 
take  part  in  brainstorming  ideas 
to  assist  the  commission  in  fur- 
ther work  and  ministry. 

These  sessions  are  viewed  as 
vital  to  the  successful  implemen- 
tation of  the  commission  struc- 
ture in  the  reorganization  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  Input  from  lo- 
cal church  representatives  is  im- 
perative in  order  for  commissions 
to  sense  the  pulse  and  direction 
of  the  church  as  a  whole. 


Banquets,  Luncheons,  and  Breakfasts 
During  General  Conference  Week 


This  year's  Conference  will  pro- 
vide Brethren  ample  opportunity 
to  dine  together  while  growing  in 
their  awareness  of  the  ministries 
of  the  church. 

Evening  banquets  are  planned 
by  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
and  by  the  Missionary  Board,  and 
an  All-Conference  picnic  will  be 
held  by  the  National  BYC. 

The  seminary  banquet  will  be 
at  5:15  p.m.  Tuesday  and  will 
precede  the  regular  evening  wor- 
ship service.  An  inspirational  and 
informative  program  about  the 
work  of  the  seminary  is  planned. 

The  National  BYC  will  host 
their  All-Conference  Lawn  Party 
and  Cookout  Wednesday  after- 
noon on  the  campus  quadrangle. 
Light  recreation  and  fellowship 
will  begin  at  4:00  p.m.  At  about 
5:00  p.m.,  the  National  BYC 
Council  will  prepare  and  provide 
typical  cookout  food.  There  is  no 
charge  for  the  cookout,  but  dona- 
tions will  be  received,  with  all 
proceeds  above  expenses  going  to 
the  National  BYC  Project  for  the 
Summer  Crusader  Program  and 
the  Palo  Solo  Church  in  Mexico 
City. 

The  Missionary  Board  banquet 
will  begin  at  5:30  p.m.  Thursday 
evening  and  will  constitute  the 
evening  service.  Rev.  David 
Kerner,  Brethren  missionary  to 
Colombia,  is  scheduled  to  give  the 
evening  address.  (Due  to  health 
problems,  the  previously- 
scheduled  speaker,  Dr.  Paul 
Smith,  pastor  of  the  Peoples 
Church  in  Toronto,  Canada,  had 
to  cancel.) 

Three  luncheons  are  planned 
during  the  week.  At  noon  on 
Tuesday  the  Church  Relations 
Commission  will  host  a  luncheon 
for  representatives  of  other 
denominations  and  selected  in- 
dividuals from  The  Brethren 
Church.  The  purpose  of  the 
luncheon  is  to  inable  attenders  to 
become  better  acquainted  with 
the  ministries  and  leaders  of 
churches    with    similar    back- 


grounds to  our  own.  Because  of 
limited  seating,  attendance  at 
this  luncheon  will  be  by  invita- 
tion only. 

Wednesday  noon  the  National 
WMS  will  sponsor  a  Women's 
Luncheon  in  the  Convocation 
Center.  Concurrently,  Brethren 
Men  of  Mission  will  have  a  Men 
and  Boy's  Picnic  on  the  lawn  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
Though  hosted  by  these  auxil- 
iaries, these  events  are  open  re- 
spectively to  all  women/girls  and 
men/boys,  regardless  of  member- 
ship in  these  organizations. 

Two  breakfast  fellowships  are 
planned.  The  Youth  Ministry 
Task  Force  of  the  Christian 
Education  Commission  will  offer 
a  Youth  Advisors'  Continental 
Breakfast  Tuesday  morning  at 
7:30  a.m.  The  breakfast  will  give 
advisors  occasion  to  support  and 
encourage  one  another  in  their 
ministry  to  youth  in  their  local 
churches  and  districts.  Brian 
Karchner  of  the  Jefferson 
Brethren  Church  will  provide  an 
inspirational  presentation. 

Wednesday  morning  all 
pastors'  wives  are  invited  to  a 
time  of  fellowship  following 
breakfast  on  their  own.  A  com- 
mittee of  Ohio  pastors'  wives  is 
planning  the  meeting. 

All  meals  above  require  an  ad- 
vance reservation  except  the 
Pastors'  Wives'  Fellowship. 


Announcement 

Elementary-age  children  from 
the  Park  Street,  Garber,  and 
Walcrest  Brethren  Churches, 
with  help  from  the  Summer 
Crusader  team  Won  by  One,  will 
present  the  missions  musical 
"Heart  to  Change  the  World"  on 
Sunday  evening,  August  5,  at 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in 
Ashland. 

Conference  attenders  who  will 
be  arriving  in  Ashland  early  are 
invited  to  attend  this  special 
presentation. 

Everyone  is  welcome! 
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"Being  a  Friend"  to  be  Focus  of 
National  BYC  Convention 


"Being  a  Friend"  is  the  theme 
for  the  1990  National  BYC  Con- 
vention to  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  adult  General  Con- 
ference in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Monday  begins  with  the  BYC 
Council  meeting  in  the  morning 
and  a  tie-dye  party  scheduled  for 
the  afternoon.  Following  the 
Communion/worship  service  with 
the  adults,  the  BYC  Convention 
will  officially  begin  with  the  1990 
National  BYC  Moderator's  Ad- 
dress by  Mark  Ray.  A  fellowship 
celebration  will  follow  featuring 
lots  of  good  Christian  music. 

Each  day  will  feature  morning 
youth  worship  services,  business 
sessions  (Tuesday  and  Thursday 
only),  evening  worship  services 
with  the  adults,  and  close  with 
Super  Praise  sessions. 

Tuesday  features  workshops 
and  the  1990  Crusader  Review, 
which  will  include  sharing  by  all 


Summer  Crusaders,  Crusader  In- 
terns, and  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict Crusader  team. 

The  All-Conference  Lawn  Party 
and  Cookout  will  be  the  main 
event  of  the  Convention  on  Wed- 
nesday. Recreation  and  the  Lawn 
Party  will  be  held  in  the  early 
afternoon  and  then  the  cookout 
will  be  featured  as  the  evening 
meal. 

The  Cookout  is  sponsored  by 
the  National  BYC,  with  proceeds 
(after  expenses)  to  go  to  the  1990 
BYC  Project,  the  Palo  Solo 
Church  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico. 
The  evening  highlight  will  fea- 
ture a  concert  by  Paul  Smith, 
formerly  of  the  Imperials. 

Thursday's  schedule  will  be 
similar  to  Tuesday's  with 
scheduled  workshops.  The  main 
event  of  the  evening  will  be  the 
BYC  Coffeehouse,  which  will  fea- 
ture a  sharing  of  gifts  and  talents 


Footprints  of  Jesus"  to  be  Theme 
of  W.M.S.  Conference  Sessions 


"Footprints  of  Jesus"  (II  John  4) 
will  be  the  theme  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  sessions  at 
General  Conference.  Judy  Ecker- 
ley  will  present  daily  devotions 
related  to  this  theme. 

The  Tuesday  session  (see  page 
12  for  meeting  times)  will  feature 
special  music  by  the  Gilmer  fami- 
ly, and  the  "President's  Parable" 
(message)  by  Donna  Stoffer. 

The  Barnett  Family  will  pro- 
vide special  music  for  the  Wed- 
nesday session,  which  will  also 
include  a  Memorial  Service  and  a 
business  session  during  which 
officers  will  be  elected. 

Special  music  for  the  Thursday 
session  will  be  provided  by  the 
Rowser  family.  Other  events 
scheduled  are  the  Thank  Offering 
and  the  installation  of  officers, 
conducted  by  Dr.  Mary  Ellen 
Drushal. 

The  program  for  the  W.M.S. 
luncheon  on  Wednesday  will  fea- 


ture "Memories  of  Missions"  by 
two  former  Brethren  missionaries 
to  Nigeria  —  Jean  Shank  and 
Kay  Winfield  —  as  well  as  a  style 


Paul  Smith,  formerly  of  the  Im- 
perials, will  present  a  concert 
Wednesday  evening  at  9:30. 

of  youth  across  the  denomination. 
After  attending  the  adult  wor- 
ship service  Friday,  which  in- 
cludes the  General  Conference 
Moderator's  Address,  the  youth 
will  conclude  their  convention 
with  their  own  worship  service 
and  a  BYC  Finale. 

show  by  pastors'  wives  and  a 
surprise  guest.  The  annual 
Project  Ingathering  will  also  take 
place. 


Goals  of  the  Organization  to  be  Emphasis  of 
Brethren  Men  of  Mission  Sessions 


Sessions  of  the  Brethren  Men  of 
Mission  will  focus  on  the  goals  of 
the  organization:  increased 
awareness  and  support  of  Home 
Missions;  being  "Brethren 
Barnraisers"  (helping  with  the 
physical  work  of  constructing 
Home  Mission  buildings);  and  as- 
sisting in  recruiting  youth  for 
full-time  Christian  ministry. 

Home  Mission  pastor  Rev. 
Gerald  Barr  will  speak  at  the 
Tuesday  session.  Also  making  a 
presentation  will  be  Dr.  Michael 
Gleason,  Director  of  Religious 
Life  at  Ashland  University,  along 
with  a  couple  of  AU  students 
preparing  for  Christian  ministry. 


During  the  annual  Men  and 
Boys'  Picnic  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  on  Wednesday,  Rev. 
Robert  Westfall,  until  recently 
chairman  of  the  Ohio  District 
Mission  Board,  will  speak. 

At  the  Wednesday  session,  Dr. 
Dale  Stoffer  will  give  a  first-hand 
report  of  the  Brethren  Barn 
(Church)  Raising  taking  place  at 
the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  A  memorial 
service  is  also  scheduled. 

Rev.  Russell  Gordon,  Director 
of  Home  Missions,  will  speak  at 
the  Thursday  session.  This  meet- 
ing will  also  include  the  annual 
election  of  officers. 
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Nominees  for  Positions  on 
General  Conference  Executive  Council 


The  Nominating  Committee 
has  announced  its  nominees  for 
positions  on  General  Conference 
Executive  Council  (GCEC). 

Nominated  for  Moderator-Elect 
are  Rev.  Ken  Hunn  and  Rev.  Mar- 
lin  McCann.  Hunn  has  served  10 
years  as  pastor  of  the  Warsaw, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church  and 
recently  accepted  a  call  to  pastor 
the  Nappanee,  Ind.,  congregation. 
He  served  as  Indiana  District 
moderator  in  1989,  presently 
serves  on  GCEC  as  a  member-at- 
large,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Retirement  Board. 

McCann  pastors  the  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  and  formerly  served  the 
Bryan,  Mt.  Olive,  and  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  congregations. 
He  served  as  president  of  the 
Benevolent  and  World  Relief 
Boards  and  was  General  Con- 
ference Moderator  in  1977.  Both 
nominees  are  graduates  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary. 

Candidates  for  GCEC  member- 
at-large  are  Rev.  Richard  Craver, 
Sherry  Van  Duyne,    and   Sharon 


Williams.  Craver  is  pastor  of  the 
Maurertown,  Va.,  Brethren 
Church  and  previously  served  the 
Highland  Brethren  Church.  A 
graduate  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  he  is  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Brethren 
Church  Elders,  past  moderator  of 
the  Southeastern  District,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  national 
Board  of  Christian  Education. 

Van  Duyne  is  currently  a  mem- 
ber of  GCEC,  serving  as  secretary 
for  both  GCEC  and  General  Con- 
ference. She  is  Coordinator  of 
Christian  Education  of  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ash- 
land and  formerly  worked  for  the 
national  Board  of  Christian 
Education.  She  is  enrolled  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

Williams  is  a  member  of  and  a 
deaconess  in  the  Roanoke,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church.  She  is  a 
homemaker  and  public  school 
teacher,  and  has  a  master's  de- 
gree in  education  from  Indiana 
University.  She  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Indiana  District  Ministry 
of  Christian  Education. 


A  representative  to  GCEC  from 
the  West  Region  (which  includes 
the  Midwest,  Southwest,  and 
Northern  California  districts)  is 
also  to  be  elected.  Nominees  for 
this  position  are  Rev.  Reilly  Smith 
and  Rev.  Roger  Stogsdill. 

Smith  is  pastor  of  the  Mulvane, 
Kans.,  Brethren  Church.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Board 
of  the  Brethren  Church  and  has 
been  moderator  of  the  Midwest 
District  Conference. 

Stogsdill  is  pastor  of  the 
Lathrop,  Calif.,  Brethren  Church. 
He  was  previously  involved  in  a 
church  planting  effort  in  the 
Columbus,  Ohio,  area.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  former  Brethren 
Publishing  Company  Board  of 
Trustees.  Both  nominees  are 
graduates  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary. 

Conference  delegates  will  have 
opportunity  to  make  nominations 
from  the  floor.  Nominees  must  be 
willing  to  make  a  three-year  com- 
mitment to  serve  on  GCEC,  to  at- 
tend five  meetings  of  the  council 
per  year,  and  to  be  a  liaison  with 
one  of  The  Brethren  Church  Min- 
istries commissions.  They  must 
also  have  consented  to  run  prior 
to  nomination  from  the  floor. 


Suffer  for  Me 

(continued  from  page  11) 
remotest  parts  of  the  world.  But  I 
fear  we  often  have  blinders  on 
when  it  comes  to  serving  the  needs 
of  friends  and  neighbors  immedi- 
ately outside  our  local  fellowships. 
As  authentic  disciples,  motivated 


by  the  love  of  Christ,  we  need  to 
risk  losing  the  understanding  and 
esteem  of  others  in  our  community 
who  may  not  fully  comprehend 
why  we,  as  Christians,  teach 
English  as  a  second  language  to 
immigrants,  work  with  Hospice  or- 
ganizations to  ease  the  suffering  of 
death,  counsel  with  abused  people, 


and  take  meals  to  those  who  are 
unable  to  prepare  their  own. 

"These  things  I  have  spoken  to 
you,  that  My  joy  may  be  in  you, 
and  that  your  joy  may  be  made 
full"  (John  15:11). 

BRETHREN,  IN  1990  AND 
BEYOND,  BE  AUTHENTIC  DIS- 
CIPLES OF  JESUS!  [f] 


«!C  Pontius'  Puddle 


yoor  problem,  pontius,  is  that 
like  the  laodiceans  of  the 
early  chorch,  voo  ronj 
lukewarm  whem  &od  woold 

PREFER  YOO  TO  OOSW  HOT  OR  COLD*. 


X'D   CHAMGrE,  BOT  X 
DON'T  KNOW  WHETHER 
TO  CALL  Nvy  PASTOR 
OR   ttV   PL0W6ER. 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Pastor  Paul  Tinkel  leads  the  Milford  congregation  in  the  groundbreaking  service  for  an  educational  center.         Photo  by  Rich  Rhodes. 

Milford  Brethren  Church  Breaks  Ground 
June  3rd  for  Children's  Educational  Center 


Milford,  Ind.  —  The  Milford  First 
Brethren  Church  broke  ground  Sun- 
day morning,  June  3,  for  a  new 
Children's  Educational  Center. 

Work  has  since  begun  on  founda- 
tions for  three  modular  units  (each  24 
feet  by  60  feet)  that  are  being  moved 
to  the  site.  These  units  are  a  gift  from 
the  Jefferson  Brethren  Church  lo- 
cated approximately  15-20  miles 
away.  The  units  will  house  a  total  of 
12  classrooms. 

Until  recently,  the  modular  units 
were  being  used  as  educational  facil- 
ities by  the  Jefferson  Church,  and  one 
of  the  units  was  used  for  a  time  as  the 
congregation's  original  sanctuary. 
Jefferson  is  now  entering  a  building 
program  (see  article  on  next  page)  and 
will  no  longer  need  the  units. 

The  Milford  Church  added  an 
education  and  fellowship  center  just 
seven  years  ago,  but  has  since  seen 
average  Sunday  school  attendance 
rise  from  69  to  1 1 1 ,  resulting  in  a  need 
for  additional  space.  When  leaders  of 
the  congregation  learned  that  the  Jef- 
ferson Church  would  no  longer  need 
its  modular  units,  discussions  began 
about  possibly  securing  them  for  use 
at  Milford.  This  led  to  a  decision  by 
the  Jefferson  congregation  to  give  the 
units  to  the  Milford  Church. 

Milford  pastor  Rev.  Paul  Tinkel 
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gave  introductory  remarks  at  the 
groundbreaking  service  and  led  the 
groundbreaking  litany.  Gary  Whirl- 
edge,  moderator  of  the  Jefferson 
Church,  formally  presented  the  mod- 
ular units  to  the  Milford  Church,  and 
Milford  Moderator  Larry  Mast  ac- 
cepted on  behalf  of  the  Milford  con- 
gregation. Mrs.  Linda  Mathews,  chair 


of  the  Ministry  of  Education,  read  a 
declaration  calling  for  ground  to  be 
broken. 

Taking  turns  on  the  shovel  during 
the  breaking  of  ground  were  the  pas- 
tor, moderator,  members  of  the  Site 
and  Modular  Committee,  the  chair  of 
the  Ministry  of  Education,  and  all 
teachers  of  the  Junior  Sunday  school. 


Waterloo, 
Iowa  —  Fif- 
teen couples, 
all  of  whom 
have  been 
married  at 
least  50  years 
and  five  of 
whom  have 
been  married 
60  years  or 
more,  were 
honored  dur- 
ing the  wor- 
ship service 

Sunday,  May  20,  at  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church.  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer  dedi- 
cated his  sermon  to  the  couples,  congratulating  them  on  their  devotion  to  one  another 
and  to  the  church.  Shown  are  ten  of  the  couples  with  Pastor  Mercer  —  (1st  row,  I.  to 
r.)  Ruthe  Lamb,  Harold  and  Helen  Moser,  Kathryn  Lichty,  Nita  and  Kenneth 
Stephens,  (2nd  r.)  Myron  Lamb,  Erma  Lamb,  Emma  Hoard,  Max  Lichty,  Wilma 
Bunn,  Margaret  Miller,  (3rd  r.)  Wayne  Lamb,  Kermit  Hoard,  George  Bunn,  Paul 
Miller,  (4th  r.)  Pastor  Mercer,  Babe  and  Art  Boldt,  and  Merna  and  Glade  Miller. 
Couples  not  in  the  picture  are  Otis  and  Vivian  McCann,  Vern  and  Viva  Dietz,  Robert 
and  Lillian  Orvis,  Paul  and  Susie  Leaman,  and  Frank  and  Betty  Gavlock. 
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UPDATE 


Jefferson  Brethren  Break  Ground 
For  New  Educational  Facility 


Goshen,  Ind.  —  The  Jefferson 
Brethren  Church  broke  ground  Sun- 
day morning,  June  17,  for  an  educa- 
tional facility  to  be  added  to  the 
church  building. 

The  special  service,  which  was  held 
at  10:15  a.m.  following  morning  wor- 
ship at  9:00,  included  a  look  at  the 
past  (by  Bob  Kropf  and  George  Ker- 
lin),  the  present  (by  Gary  Whirledge, 
moderator;  Bruce  Kurtz,  and  Ray 
Yoder),  and  the  future  (by  Laura 
Berkey  and  Jim  Looker)  of  the  church. 
Pastor  Bryan  Karchner  opened  the 
service,  and  Senior  Pastor  Kerry  Scott 
led  during  the  circles  of  prayer  and 
offered  the  benediction. 

The  new  facility  will  be  a  two-story 
unit  that  will  house  eight  children's 
classrooms  and  a  large  activity  area 
and  kitchenette  on  the  lower  level. 
The  upper  level,  which  will  connect 
with  the  present  worship  area  and 
staff  unit,  will  contain  a  library/ 
narthex  area,  ten  adult  classrooms,  a 
nursery,  and  a  room  for  toddlers. 

The  groundbreaking  followed  an  ex- 
tended study  by  an  educational  task 
force  that  analyzed  the  current  educa- 
tional facility  and  space  needs.  This 
led  to  a  recommendation  that  three 
modular  units  (two  of  which  have 


been  in  use  since  1969  and  a  third 
added  later)  be  replaced  with  a  larger, 
more  permanent  structure. 

The  three  modular  units,  which 
were  built  by  Kropf  Manufacturing  of 
Goshen  (of  which  owners  Bob  and 
Dorothy  Kropf  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Jefferson  Church),  have 
been  donated  by  the  Jefferson  con- 
gregation to  the  Milford,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church.  They  are  being 
transported  to  Milford,  where  they 


will  be  reassembled  to  provide  a 
Children's  Educational  Center.  (See 
article  on  previous  page.)  A  number  of 
members  of  the  Milford  congregation 
were  present  for  the  Jefferson 
groundbreaking,  and  Pastor  Paul 
Tinkel  and  Moderator  Larry  Mast 
brought  special  remarks. 

The  building  project  at  the  Jeffer- 
son Church,  which  includes  remodel- 
ing of  the  staff  unit,  will  cost 
$430,000.  Of  this,  $150,000  was 
raised  in  the  last  seven  months  and 
an  additional  $175,000  has  been 
pledged  over  the  next  three  years. 
Estimated  completion  date  of  the 
project  is  December  of  this  year. 


Jefferson  Brethren  use  a  plow  to  break  ground  for  their  new  educational  facility, 
with  the  people  of  the  congregation  providing  the  "pull  power. " 


Brethren  Focus  on  "Pursuing  His  Likeness" 
At  Indiana  District  Inspirational  Conference 


Shipshewana,  Ind.  —  Brethren  of 
the  Indiana  District  assembled  June 
15-16  at  the  Brethren  Retreat  at 
Shipshewana  for  the  inspirational 
portion  of  their  103rd  District  Con- 
ference. The  theme  of  the  conference 
was  "Pursuing  His  Likeness." 

General  Conference  Moderator  Dr. 
Mary  Ellen  Drushal  brought  the 
opening  message  to  the  Conference 
during  the  Friday  morning  session. 
Using  the  General  Conference  theme 
as  her  topic  and  Matthew  5—7  as  her 
text,  she  spoke  about  "Walking,  Wor- 
shiping, and  Doing  the  Will  of  the 
King." 

Following  Dr.  Drushal's  message, 
worship  continued  as  Rev.  St.  Clair 
and  Polly  Benshoff  shared  a  concert  of 
sacred  music.  The  morning  program 
continued  with  simultaneous  sessions 
for  pastors,  W.M.S.,  and  Men  With  a 
Mission. 

The  afternoon  program  featured 
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workshop  sessions  on  financial 
freedom,  spiritual  gifts,  and  leader- 
ship training,  led  by  Ron  Bussell,  Dan 
Lawson,  and  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 
respectively. 

During  the  evening  worship  ses- 
sion, District  Moderator  Rev.  Keith 
Bennett  delivered  a  message  on  the 
conference  theme,  "Pursuing  His 
Likeness,"  using  I  John  2:28-3:3  as 
his  text.  Following  his  message,  the 
conference  viewed  the  film,  "What 
Would  Jesus  Do?"  A  W.M.S.-spon- 
sored  food/fellowship  time  concluded 
the  evening  program. 

Following  simultaneous  sessions 
for  laymen,  women,  and  pastors  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  Summer 
Crusader  team  "Living  Sacrifice"  led 
a  morning  worship  service.  During 
this  service,  Crusader  Eric  Barger- 
huff  shared  a  message  related  to  his 
personal  call  to  ministry. 

The  conference  concluded  with  a 


wrap-up  session,  which  included  a 
singspiration  led  by  Rev.  Jim  Miller 
and  a  time  of  sharing  special  happen- 
ings in  the  district,  conducted  by 
Moderator  Bennett. 

Throughout  the  conference,  up- 
dates on  denominational  and  district 
programs  and  ministries  were  shared 
by  denominational  and  district 
leaders.  Complete  programs  for  child 
care,  children,  and  youth  were  also  a 
part  of  the  conference,  and  were 
planned  by  the  district  Christian 
education  ministries.  Special  music 
throughout  the  conference  was 
presented  by  various  Indiana 
Brethren. 

The  Indiana  District  Business  Con- 
ference will  be  held  September  15  at 
the  First  Brethren  Church  in  Nap- 
panee. 

—  reported  by  Rev.  Jim  Sluss, 
district  secretary 

The  demise  of  the  world  today  is  not 
primarily  related  to  the  fact  that  sin- 
ners sin,  but  to  the  fact  that  the  saints 
have  stopped  being  the  salt  of  the 
earth.  — Tony  Evans 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


UPDATE 


David  Benshoff  Ordained  an  Elder 
June  10  at  Brethren  Bible  Church 


Louisville,  Ohio  —  David  E. 
Benshoff  was  ordained  an 
elder  in  The  Brethren  Church 
and  his  wife,  Deanna,  was  con- 
secrated the  wife  of  an  elder  at 
a  service  held  Sunday  after- 
noon, June  10,  at  the  Brethren 
Bible  Church  of  Louisville, 
where  Benshoff  is  the  pastor. 

Rev.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  the 
father  of  the  new  elder, 
preached  the  ordination  mes- 
sage. Brethren  elders  Ralph 
Gibson,  Rex  McConahay,  and 
Dale  RuLon  assisted  with  the 
service  of  ordination. 

Dan  Moran,  moderator  of 
the  Brethren  Bible  Church, 
and  Paul  Clapper  also  par- 
ticipated in  the  service.  Elaine 
Kerstetter  played  the  prelude 
and  postlude,  and  Mrs.  Patti 
Grewell  presented  a  vocal  solo. 

David  E.  Benshoff  was  born  in 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  on  May  20, 1950,  the 
son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff.  As  the  son  of  a  Brethren 
pastor,  he  lived  in  several  different 
communities  during  his  childhood 
and  youth,  including  ten  years  in  Ash- 
land while  his  father  was  editor  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist.  He  accepted 
Christ  as  his  Savior  at  a  young  age 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  E.  Benshoff  (front  row,  right  and 
center)  with  Brethren  elders  (I.  to  r.)  Rex  McConahay,  Ralph 
Gigson,  W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  and  Dale  RuLon. 

and  felt  a  call  to  Christian  service 
while  attending  church  camp. 

In  1968  David  was  graduated  from 
Riverside  High  School  in  Lost  Creek, 
Ky.  He  then  attended  Ashland  Uni- 
versity for  \Vl  years,  where  he  met 
Deanna  Solomon,  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  George  Solomon.  Dave  and 
Dee  were  married  on  June  20,  1970. 
They  have  since  had  two  sons,  Darin 
(now  14)  and  Dustin  (now  10). 


The  young  couple  felt  called  to  serve 
as  tentmakers  in  the  Derby  Brethren 
Church  in  1973.  They  moved  to  that 
community  and  served  there  faithful- 
ly in  numerous  capacities  until  1985, 
when  God  called  David  to  the 
pastoral  ministry. 

In  August  of  1985  David 
began  studies  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  At 
about  that  same  time  he 
began  pastoring  the  Brethren 
Bible  Church.  In  May  of  this 
year  he  received  a  bachelor's 
equivalency  degree  from  Ash- 
land University  and  a  master 
of  arts  in  pastoral  ministries 
degree  from  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Rev.  David  Benshoff  is  the 
third  generation  of  Brethren 
preachers  in  his  family.  His 
grandfather,  William  C.  Ben- 
shoff, served  as  a  Brethren 
elder  from  1909  to  1948,  and 
his  father,  W.  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shoff,    has     served     as     a 
Brethren  elder  for  the  past  52  years. 
He  is  also  a  part  of  the  seventh 
generation  of  Benshoffs  to  be  as- 
sociated with  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren/Brethren  Church  (dating 
back  to  Christopher  Banshaff,  who 
came  to  the  U.S.  from  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  in  1764  and  settled  in  the 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  area,  where  he  be- 
came associated  with  the  German 
Baptist  Brethren). 


Berlin  Handbell  Choir  Presents 
Concerts  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  Senior  Hand- 
bell Choir  of  the  Berlin,  Pa.,  Brethren 
Church  presented  inspirational  and 
enjoyable  concerts  in  four  Brethren 
churches  June  17-20  during  its  1990 
summer  tour. 

The  choir  of  junior  and  senior  high 
school  young  people  visited  the  New 
Lebanon,  West  Alexandria,  and  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Churches 
in  Ohio  and  the  Sarver  Brethren 
Church  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  young  people  presented  a 
varied  program  of  Christian  music, 
including  some  well-known  hymns 
and  some  lesser-known  selections. 
They  used  several  techniques  of  play- 
ing the  bells  (tapping  with  mallets, 
thumb  ring,  etc.)  in  addition  to  the 
traditional  ring.  They  also  used  some 
less  familiar  bells  —  handchimes  (like 
aluminum  tuning  forks  with  clappers) 
and  bell  trees  (several  bells  on  a  metal 
"tree"  that  are  struck  with  a  mallet). 
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The  concert  also  included  vocal 
selections  by  a  mixed  quartet  —  Mrs. 
Ginger  Philip,  Jeremy  Hay,  and  Nor- 
man and  Joan  Menhorn  —  with  flute 
accompaniment  by  Jennifer  Shaulis. 


An  organ  prelude  and  postlude  were 
played  by  Rick  Kimmel,  an  alumnus 
of  the  choir,  who  also  filled  in  on  the 
bells  for  one  of  the  members  who  could 
not  take  the  tour. 


Joan  Menhorn  leads  the  choir,  while  the  director,  her  husband,  Norman  (2nd  row,  2nd  from  r.),  helps  out  on 
the  befls.  Members  of  the  choir  on  the  tour  (not  in  the  order  in  the  picture)  were  Deanna  Brant,  Stephanie  Brant, 
Amy  Engleka,  Jennifer  Hay,  Jeremy  Hay,  Eric  Landis,  Steve  Landis,  Missy  Oakes,  Jason  Philip,  Sharon  Piatt, 
Jennifer  Shaulis,  Julie  Will,  and  (alumnus)  Rick  Kimmel. 
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UPDATE 


Carl  Yoder  Ordained  to  Eldership 
June  10  at  Valley  Brethren  Church 

Jones  Mills,  Pa.  —  Carl 
William  Yoder,  Jr.,  was  or- 
dained an  elder  in  The 
Brethren  Church  and  his 
wife..  Elizabeth  Jane  Yoder, 
was  consecrated  the  wife  of 
an  elder  in  a  service  held 
Sunday  afternoon,  June 
10,  at  the  Valley  Brethren 
Church  of  Jones  Mills,  Pa., 
where  Rev.  Yoder  is  the 
pastor. 

Rev.  David  Cooksey,  Di- 
rector of  Pastoral  Minis- 
tries for  The  Brethren 
Church,  gave  the  message 
during  the  ordination  serv- 
ice. Other  Brethren  elders 
taking  part  in  the  service 

were  Rev.  Robert  Stahl  and  Rev-  and  Mrs-  a  William  Yoder,  Jr. 

Rev.  Robert  Hoffman.  Rev.  Russell       on  of  hands  for  Brother  Yoder. 
King  and  Rev.  Gerald  Zook  were  also  Carl  W.  Yoder,  Sr.,  the  new  elder's 

present  and  participated  in  the  laying       father  and  moderator  of  the  Main 

This  reminds  us  of  the  importance 
of  continuing  to  pray  earnestly  for  the 
well-being  of  our  missionaries.  Even 
though  the  bombings  in  Colombia  are 
no  longer  given  the  coverage  in 
American  papers  that  they  were  given 
several  months  ago,  they  still  con- 
tinue, and  the  danger  remains. 

On  a  happier  note,  Jan  reports  that 
on  the  day  of  the  explosion,  the  youth 
of  the  Villa  del  Rio  congregation  were 
planning  a  special  Mother's  Day  pro- 
gram, staying  up  until  1:00  a.m. 
decorating  and  preparing. 

The  following  day  they  surprised 
the  mothers  of  the  congregation  with 
flowers,  cakes,  and  a  program  that 
included  poetry,  scripture,  and  spe- 
cial prayers  of  thanksgiving  by  the 
fathers. 


Bomb  Explodes  Near  Brethren 
Missionaries'  Home  in  Bogota 

Bogota,  Colombia  —  Brethren  mis- 
sionary Jan  Solomon  reports  that  a 
bomb  that  exploded  on  May  12  (the 
day  before  Mother's  Day)  in  Bogota 
went  off  at  a  shopping  mall  in  their 
neighborhood,  killing  several  and 
wounding  many. 

On  that  day  Jan  had  considered 
going  to  that  mall  to  purchase  a  gift, 
but  had  decided  instead  to  go  with 
husband  Tim  on  some  other  business. 
Neighbors  reported  that  the  explosion 
was  both  seen  and  heard  from  the 
Solomon's  apartment  complex  and 
that  it  caused  the  windows  in  the 
apartment  to  rattle. 


Mothers  in  the  Villa  del  Rio  congregation  being  honored  on  Mother's  Day. 
Brethren  missionary  Jan  Solomon  is  second  from  left. 


Street  Brethren  Church  of 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  read  the  action  of 
that  congregation  calling  the  can- 
didate to  pastoral  ministry.  John 
Zylka,  moderator  of  the  Valley 
Church,  presented  the  action  of  that 
congregation. 

Special  music  for  the  service  was 
presented  by  the  "Son-Shine  Kids," 
the  Valley  Brethren  Choir,  Mrs. 
Nancy  Stahl,  George  Fisher,  and 
Elder  Yoder  himself,  who  sang  "My 
Tribute"  at  the  conclusion  of  the  serv- 
ice. Mrs.  Cathy  Szelong  and  Miss 
Angela  Szelong  played  the  prelude, 
and  Mrs.  Dolly  Kunkle  was  pianist  for 
the  service. 

A  fellowship  meal  in  honor  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Yoder  was  held  following  the 
service  of  ordination.  Rev.  Yoder  was 
presented  an  attache  case  and  Mrs. 
Yoder  a  punch  bowl  set  by  the  con- 
gregation. 

Carl  William  (Bill)  Yoder,  Jr.,  was 
born  March  21,  1952,  in  Meyersdale, 
Pa.  He  accepted  the  Lord  as  Savior  at 
the  age  of  eleven  while  attending 
Camp  Juniata.  He  was  baptized  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Main  Street 
Brethren  Church  during  the  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  Robert  Hoffman. 

After  graduation  from  Meyersdale 
High  School,  Bill  enrolled  at  Indiana 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
attended  for  two  years,  majoring  in 
criminology.  This  was  followed  by 
employment  as  a  Pennsylvania  State 
Park  Ranger,  then  seven  years  as  a 
police  officer  for  the  Meyersdale 
Borough.  He  was  also  licensed  to 
operate  the  sanitary  treatment 
facility  for  Meyersdale. 

During  these  years,  Bill  was  active 
in  the  M?;n  Street  congregation,  sing- 
ing in  the  choir  and  serving  as  Sunday 
school  teacher  and  superintendent, 
financial  secretary,  and  assistant 
moderator.  In  time,  he  accepted  the 
call  of  God  to  pastoral  ministry  and 
began  serving  churches  of  various 
denominations  on  weekends.  He  also 
filled  the  pulpit  at  Main  Street 
Church  when  former  Pastor  Robert 
Payne  was  called  to  pastor  a  Brethren 
Home  Mission  congregation  in  North 
Carolina. 

In  1985  he  was  licensed  to  the  min- 
istry by  the  Pennsylvania  District, 
and  in  1988  he  accepted  the  full-time 
pastorate  of  the  Valley  Brethren 
Church. 

In  1977,  Bill  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Jane  Grasser,  daughter  of 
William  and  the  late  Betty  Grasser  of 
Meyersdale.  They  have  two  children, 
Eric  Michael  and  Andrea  Lee. 

—  reported  by  LaVerne  Keslar 
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Little  Crusader 


Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 


KINGS  AND  KINGDOMS 


This  month  we  celebrate  our  country's  independence  day  on  July  4th.  Our  country 
was  once  a  colony  that  belonged  to  England.  England's  king  ruled  this  colony.  The 
people  didn't  always  like  the  way  he  ruled  them.  They  thought  he  was  unfair. 

The  Bible  tells  about  many  different  kings.  Some  of  these  were  bad  kings  who  were 
greedy  and  cruel.  They  didn't  care  anything  for  the  people  they  ruled.  Some  were  good 
kings  who  tried  to  follow  God's  commandments  and  rule  fairly.  But  earthly  kings  cannot 
always  do  what  is  right  and  just  —  not  even  the  very  best  of  kings.  They  are  not  perfect. 
But  we  have  a  heavenly  king  who  is  perfect  in  every  way  —  King  Jesus. 

Sometimes  when  we  listen  to  the  news  and  hear  about  all  the  murders,  robbings, 
and  other  bad  things  that  are  happening,  it  seems  as  if  maybe  someone  else  is  king  — 
or  that  no  one  at  all  is  king.  But  Jesus  is  king  of  all  kings,  and  God's  kingdom  grows 
quietly. 

One  day  Jesus  will  come  again  and  rule  here  on  earth.  Then  all  the  hurting  and  pain 
will  stop.  Until  then,  we  need  to  try  hard  to  do  our  part,  in  our  little  corner  of  the  world,  to 
build  God's  kingdom. 


FILL  IN  THE  BLANKS 


Use  a  New  International  Version  Bible  to 
help  you  fill  in  the  blanks  with  the  words  below. 

PRINCE  SON  CHILD  GOVERNMENT  THAT 
PEACE  THRONE  KINGDOM  INCREASE  NO 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  COUNSELOR  JUSTICE 
MIGHTY  FATHER  HIS 


Wonderful 


God,  Everlasting 
of  Peace.  Of  the  . 
government  and  _ 


of 


there  will  be 


end.  He  will  reign  on  David's 

and  over  his  ,  establishing 


"For  to  us  a 


is  born,  to  us  a 


and   upholding  it  with 


and 


is  given,  and  the 


will 


from 


be  on  his  shoulders.  And  he  will  be  called        time  on  and  forever." 


A  CROWN  FOR  JESUS 

Decorate  the  crown  at  the  right 
for  our  King  Jesus.  Make  it  beauti- 
ful to  praise  His  greatness.  (You 
can  draw  jewels  on  the  crown  and 
make  them  different  colors;  then 
color  the  entire  crown.) 
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UPDATE 


Mark  Ray  Honored  by  Milford  Church 
Upon  His  Licensure  to  the  Ministry 


Milford,  Ind.  —  A  service  recogniz- 
ing Mark  Alan  Ray  upon  his  licensure 
to  the  Brethren  ministry  was  held 
Sunday  evening,  May  20,  at  the  Mil- 
ford First  Brethren  Church. 

The  service,  which  followed  a  fel- 
lowship meal,  included  a  program  of 
music  and  fun,  then  concluded  with  a 
laying-on-of-hands  service  for  Mark, 
led  by  Pastor  Paul  Tinkel. 

Mark,  a  member  of  the  Milford  con- 
gregation since  1980,  was  issued  a 
call  to  the  ministry  by  the  Milford 
Church  in  1988.  He  has  completed 
two  years  of  study  at  Ashland  Univer- 
sity, where  he  is  enrolled  as  a  pre- 
seminary  student.  This  past  school 
year  he  served  as  student  pastor  of 
the  Williamstown,  Ohio,  First 
Brethren  Church,  and  he  is  now  in  his 
second  year  as  moderator  of  National 
BYC.  This  summer  he  is  a  Crusader 
Intern,  serving  one  week  in  the  Cen- 
tral District  camp  and  eight  weeks  as 
a  pastoral  intern  at  the  Sarasota,  Fla., 
First  Brethren  Church. 

Following  the  time  of  recognition 


Mark  Ray  accepts  his  Certificate  of  Licensure 
from  Pastor  Paul  Tinkel.         Photo  by  Richard  Rhodes. 

and  prayer  for  Mark,  another  young 
man  in  the  congregation  —  Brent 
Grimm,  who  is  also  serving  as  a 
Crusader  this  summer  —  was  asked 
to  come  and  kneel  with  Mark.  Then 
the  Brethren  again  prayed,  this  time 
for  both  young  men  as  they  prepared 
to  begin  their  service  as  Crusaders. 

Brent,  who  completed  his  first  year 
at  Ashland  University  in  May,  is  serv- 


Brethren  Chaplin  Meets  With 
Two  Brethren  Service  People 

Ft.  Knox,  Ky.  —  Brethren  Army 
Chaplain  Ken  Madison  reports  that 
Brethren  are  heeding  his  request 
(made  in  the  October  1989  EVAN- 
GELIST, p.  19)  that  they  inform  him 
and  other  Brethren  chaplains  of 
Brethren  service  people  who  are 
posted  to  bases  where  they  serve. 

Madison  had  the  opportunity  to 
meet  and  minister  to  two  such  people 
in  recent  months.  The  first  was  Paul 
Fox,  Jr.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Fox 
of  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.  When  Paul  was 
stationed  at  Ft.  Knox  for  basic  train- 
ing last  fall,  his  father  phoned  Mad- 
ison and  asked  if  he  could  meet  with 
his  son.  Madison  was  not  only  able  to 
meet  with  him  and  have  him  over  for 
a  home-cooked  meal,  but  he  also  met 
the  rest  of  Paul's  family  when  Paul 
graduated  from  basic  training. 

The  second  person,  Liz  Hoyt, 
daughter  of  Pastor  and  Mrs.  David 
Hoyt  of  the  Walcrest  Brethren 
Church,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  was  not  sta- 
tioned at  Ft.  Knox.  But  fortunately, 
her  father  informed  Madison  that  she 
was  taking  Advanced  Individual 
Training  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Tex., 
earlier  this  year,  for  Madison  also 

22 


went  to  Ft.  Sam  for  a  week-long  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  seminar.  While 
there  he  was  able  to  locate  and  meet 
with  Liz. 

While  in  Texas,  Madison  also  at- 
tended a  chapel  service  at  Kelly  Air 
Force  Base,  where  another  Brethren 
Chaplin,  Joseph  Hanna,  serves. 


Above,  Chaplain  Ken  Madison  with 
Paul  Fox,  Jr.;  below  with  Liz  Hoyt. 


ing  his  third  term  as  a  Summer  Cru- 
sader. This  summer  he  is  part  of  the 
Camp/Children's  team,  Acceptance, 
which  is  serving  at  summer  camps  in 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Vir- 
ginia, as  well  as  working  with  vaca- 
tion Bible  schools. 


Men  and  Boys  of  Pa.  District 
Enjoy  Retreat  at  Camp  Peniel 

Meyersdale,  Pa.  —  More  than  60 
men  and  boys  were  on  the  grounds  at 
Camp  Peniel  May  18  and  19  for  the 
annual  Men  and  Boys  Retreat  spon- 
sored by  the  Pennsylvania  District 
Laymen's  Organization. 

The  retreat  got  underway  with  an 
afternoon  of  fishing  in  the  camp  pond, 
which  had  been  well  stocked  with  fish 
several  days  earlier.  A.G.  Boyer  and 
Rev.  Gerald  Zook,  both  of  the  Johns- 
town Second  Brethren  Church,  had 
helped  with  the  stocking,  then  "baby 
sat"  the  finny  beauties  until  the 
retreat  began.  A  number  of  fishermen 
caught  the  state  limit  of  eight,  with  a 
lad,  Jeff  Varner,  from  the  Vinco 
Brethren  Church,  landing  the  largest 
—  a  171/2  inch  rainbow  trout. 

Come  evening,  the  group  assembled 
in  the  chapel,  where  Tom  Buljat,  a 
power  lifter  of  renown,  presented  a 
program  that  included  a  demonstra- 
tion of  his  skills.  He  is  number  one  in 
Pennsylvania  and  the  nation  in  his 
field,  and  has  a  power-lifting  business 
in  Johnstown. 

Saturday  morning  activities  in- 
cluded more  fishing,  as  well  as  vol- 
leyball,   group 
races,  and  skeet 
shooting. 

Nine  Pennsyl- 
vania churches 
were  repre- 
sented by  the 
60+  men  and 
boys  at  the 
retreat.  Ages  of 
those  attending 
ranged  from  5  to 
82  years.  Ray 
and  Doris 

Grumbling,  as- 
sisted by  Grace 
Grumbling  and 
a  number  of  will- 
ing men,  did  the 
cooking,  with 
Wendy's  Res- 
taurant provid- 
ing chili  for  the 
One  of  the  young  fisher-  group. 
men  displays  his  catch.        —  reported  by 

Photo  by  Norm  Grumbling.       Floyd  Benshoff 
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The 


ordained  deacons  and  deaconesses 
July  1  at  the  Loree  Brethren  Church 
of  Bunker  Hill,  Ind. 


Grape 
Vine 


Pastor     Mike     Woods     of    the 
Waterbrook  Brethren  Church, 

Edinburg,  Va.,  reports  that  11  mem- 
bers were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism on  June  3  and  that  1990  atten- 
dance is  up  almost  50  percent  over 
1989  (from  85  to  125). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tony  Caldwell  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Zerbe  were 


Oak  Hill  Church  Seeking  Photographs 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Oak 
Hill,  W.  Va.,  is  trying  to  complete  its 
collection  of  pastors'  photographs  in 
preparation  for  the  congregation's  88th 
homecoming  and  anniversary  on  Oc- 
tober 28,  1990. 

Needed  are  pictures  of  three  of  the  22 
men  who  have  pastored  the  congrega- 
tion, namely  Rev.  O.E.  Seibert  (pastor 
in  1920);  Rev.  Ernest  F.  Pine  (1934); 
and  Rev.  H.E.  Eppley  (1931-33). 

Any  church  or  individual  with  a 
photograph  of  one  or  more  of  these 
three  men  is  asked  to  send  it  (them)  to 
Paul  D.  Fox,  Sr.,  Rt.  1,  Box  309-B, 
Fayetteville,  WV  25840.  Good  care  will 
be  taken  of  the  photographs,  which  will 
be  copied  and  returned  within  two 
weeks. 


In  Memory 

Amelia  (Millie)  Veronica  Ronk 
Johnson,  95,  June  11  in  Santa  Cruz, 
Calif.  Member  of  the  Manteca  Northgate 
Community  Brethren  Church.  Graveside 
service  by  Pastor  William  H.  Anderson. 
Parker  Mack,  84,  June  13.  Longtime 
member  of  the  Glenford  Brethren  Church 
until  it  disbanded,  and  friend  of  the 
Newark  Brethren  Church.  Newark  Pastor 
Stephen  Cole  assisted  with  services. 
Bessie  Lee  Fitzgerald,  May  29.  Faithful 
member  and  supporter  for  approximately 
70  years  of  the  Oak  Hill  First  Brethren 
Church.  Graveside  rites  by  Pastor  William 
Skeldon. 

Thelma  M.  Wassam,  81,  May  26.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer  and  Rev. 
Allen  Ricks. 

Doris  Emma  Long,  87,  May  18  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.  Member  of  the  Tiosa  (Ind.) 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Rev.  H. 
Francis  Berkshire. 

Virginia  E.  Klein,  73,  May  17.  Member 
of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 
Charlene  Woolson,  89,  May  16.  Active 
member  since  1913  of  the  Milford  First 
Brethren  Church  until  she  moved  to  North 
Manchester  in  1980  and  also  a  member  of 
the  W.M.S.  until  her  move.  Services  by 
Pastor  Paul  Tinkel. 

Ulah  Pearl  Miller,  97,  May  15.  Member 
of  the  Louisville  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Interim  Pastor  St.  Clair  Ben- 
shoff  and  Rev.  John  Byler. 
David  G.  Barnhart,  37,  May  14.  Member 
of  the  Gratis  First  Brethren  Church. 
Ruth  Hensley,  97,  May  13.  Oldest  mem- 
ber at  the  time  of  her  death  of  the  Mount 
Olive  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor 
Fred  Miller. 

Garnet  M.  Logan,  86,  May  12.  Member 
for  26  years  of  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church,  where  she  was  active  in  W.M.S. 
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work.  Services  by  Pastor  Robert  Keplinger 
and  Rev.  Doc  Shank.  Mrs.  Logan  was  the 
wife  of  Brethren  pastor  Rev.  Hays  Logan 
(now  retired). 

Daniel  R  Flory,  55,  May  6.  Friend  of  the 
Bethlehem  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Pat  Velanzon. 
Amy  Frances  Litten,  88,  April  26.  Mem- 
ber for  more  than  20  years  of  the  Beth- 
lehem Brethren  Church,  where  she  was 
also  a  W.M.S.  member.  Services  by  Pastor 
Pat  Velanzon. 

Goldenaires 

LaVern  and  Shirley  Fields,  50th,  July 

20.  Members  of  the  Washington  Brethren 

Church. 

Lee  and  Wilma  Bungard,  55th,  July  13. 

Members  of  the  Cameron  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Richard  and  Mary  Chapman,  50th, 

July  6.  Members  of  the  Flora  First 

Brethren  Church. 

Joe  and  Thelma  Watkins,  50th,  June 

28.   Members  of  the  Canton  Trinity 

Brethren  Church. 

Kermit  and  Emma  Hoard,  65th,  June 

18.   Members  of  the  Waterloo  First 

Brethren  Church. 

Kenneth  and  Amber  Hagerich,  50th, 

June  17.  Members  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 

Church. 

Kenneth  and  Nita  Stephens,  50th, 

June  9.  Members  of  the  Waterloo  First 

Brethren  Church. 

Paul  and  Susie  Learn  an,  55th,  May  29. 

Members  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Weddings 

Barbara  Sloan  to  John  A.  McGraw, 

June  9,  at  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church;  Pastor  Keith  Hensley  officiating. 
Sarah  Lam  to  Eugene  Miller,  May  19, 
at  the  Mount  Olive  Brethren  Church;  Pas- 
tor Fred  Miller  and  Rev.  Doc  Shank  of- 


Ihanfci  you 


We  express  our  sincere  thanks  to 
those  of  you  who  remembered  us  on 
the  occasion  of  our  50th  wedding 
anniversary  in  May. 

We  received  an  "avalanche"  of 
cards,  most  of  which  contained  per- 
sonal notes,  enabling  us  to  recall 
pleasant  experiences  and  relation- 
ships of  the  years.  Thank  you,  each 
one!  Also,  our  thanks  to  our  family, 
and  to  all  who  were  able  to  attend 
the  reception  in  Ashland,  and  for 
gifts  received. 

When  we  recall  that,  because  of 
the  death  of  a  spouse  or  separation 
for  some  reason,  many  people  are 
not  privileged  to  celebrate  their  fif- 
tieth anniversary,  we  are  grateful 
to  our  Lord  for  giving  us  this  priv- 
ilege. And  so  it  is,  with  the  support 
of  your  cards,  visits,  gifts  and 
prayers,  that  we  continue  in  our 
service  to  our  Lord  and  His  people. 
Love, 
St.  Clair  and  Polly  Benshoff 


ficiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Mount 
Olive  Brethren  Church. 
Jody  Lamb  to  John  DeDonker,  May  19, 
at  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church; 
Pastor  Lynn  Mercer  and  Rev.  Alois  May 
officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Water- 
loo First  Brethren  Church. 
Carol  Dysert  to  Robert  Lynch,  May  5, 
at  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Carl 
H.  Phillips  officiating.  Members  of  the 
Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Jamie  Jordan   to   Richard  Rhodes, 
April  28,  in  Nowata,  Oklahoma.  Groom  a 
member  of  the  Milford  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Tracy  Stump  to  Rick  Miller,  April  14,  at 
the  Milford  First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor 
Paul  Tinkel  officiating.  Members  of  the 
Milford  First  Brethren  Church. 
Debra  Berry  to  Linden  Seekf  ord,  April 
7,  at  the  Mount  Olive  Brethren  Church; 
Pastor  Fred  Miller  officiating.  Members  of 
the  Mount  Olive  Brethren  Church. 
Sheryl  Lee  Smith  to  Robert  Melven 
Smith,  March  17,  at  the  Mount  Olive 
Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Fred  Miller  of- 
ficiating. Members  of  the  Mount  Olive 
Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Muncie:  2  by  baptism 

Milford:  10  by  baptism 

Bethlehem:  3  by  transfer 

Saint  James:  3  by  transfer 

Waterbrook:  1 1  by  baptism 

Williamstown:  1  by  baptism 

Louisville  First:  14  by  baptism 

Linwood:  3  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Mount  Olive:  2  by  baptism,  1  by  trans. 

New  Lebanon:  1  by  baptism,  1  by  trans. 
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1990  General  Conference 

August  6-10  —  Ashland,  Ohio 
Theme:  "Be  Authentic  Disciples" 


Don't  miss  out  on  Communion  or  banquets  .  .  . 
Preregister  now! 

If  you  have  not  yet  made  reservations  for  General  Conference 
Communion  or  for  banquets  and  luncheons,  you 
must  do  so  now!  Our  deadline  to  give  the  univer- 
sity a  count  for  Communion  and  most  Conference  meals  is  prior  to 
General  Conference  week. 


And  even  though  there  is  no  charge  for  Com- 
-  munion,  we  must  know  in  advance  that  you  are 
coming.  You  wouldn't  want  to  be  without  food  for 
the  Love  Feast  or  elements  for  the  bread  and  cup.  And  we  want  to 
plan  sufficiently  for  footwashing. 


If  you  have  not  already  made  your  reser- 
vations, do  so  now  —  by  July  21  if  at  all 
possible.  If  you've  already  sent  your 
registration  form  and  are  not  sure  if  you 
made  a  Communion  reservation,  call  Ber- 
niece  at  419-289-1708  today! 

We  don't  want  you  to  be  left  out! 
Reserve  your  place  now! 

A  housing,  meal,  and  Communion  reser- 
vation form  was  included  on  page  15  of  the 
June  Evangelist.  Or  ask  your  pastor  for  a 
copy  of  the  form. 
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salt 
shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


A  Letter  of  Complaint 


D 


EAR  GOD, 


I  know  You'll  be  surprised  to 
hear  from  me  since  there's  no 
crisis.  On  second  thought,  maybe 
there  is  a  crisis.  I  was  at  church 
this  morning  and  the  pastor  talked 
about  tithing.  That's  why  I'm  writ- 
ing this  letter. 

This  business  of  tithing  really 
bothers  me,  and  from  what  I  hear, 
others  as  well.  It  isn't  that  I  don't 
want  to  tithe.  The  truth  is,  I've  al- 
ways wanted  to  tithe  —  just  as  I've 
always  wanted  to  pray  every  day 
and  to  read  the  Bible  every  day. 
You  know  my  heart  is  right. 

The  trouble  is,  there's  not 
enough  time  in  the  day  to  do  these 
things.  I  guess  You  should  have 
made  the  days  longer.  But  that's 
another  subject.  I  know  that  using 
our  time  is  part  of  stewardship, 
but  I  want  to  talk  about  money. 

No  direct  command 

Tithing  is  giving  ten  percent, 
right?  Now  the  way  I  understand 
it,  nowhere  does  it  say  in  the  Bible, 
"Thou  shalt  give  ten  percent."  Now 
if  You  thought  tithing  was  so  im- 
portant, then  why  didn't  You  make 
it  one  of  Your  "Big  Ten"?  In  the 
Ten  Commandments,  You  didn't 
say  anything  about  it. 

Now,  Lord,  I  don't  mean  to  imply 
that  You  made  a  mistake  back 
there  with  Moses.  I  won't  be  so 
presumptuous.  But  on  some  things 
that  You  wanted  to  get  across  — 
like  the  Ten  Commandments  — 
You  really  made  Your  point.  For 


example,  everyone  knows  "Thou 
shalt  have  no  other  gods  before 
me."  That's  plain.  I  don't  have  any 
of  those  little  idols  in  my  house 
like  the  Canaanites  had.  What  I'm 
saying  is  that  whenever  You  em- 
phasized a  point,  You  made  it  clear 
and  easy  to  understand. 

A  matter  of  interpretation 

But  on  this  subject  of  tithing,  so 
much  is  left  to  interpretation.  In 
the  Old  Testament  we  read  about 
Abraham  tithing  to  this  man  Mel- 
chizedek.  You  didn't  even  make  it 
clear  who  this  Melchizedek  was. 
You  leave  it  to  interpretation. 

To  be  sure,  the  Jews  practiced 
tithing.  But  what  does  that  have  to 
do  with  a  Gentile  like  me?  Why 
didn't  You  just  come  out  and  say, 
"Render  to  Caesar  what  is 
Caesars,  and  to  God  give  the  tithe 
—  and  that  means  ten  percent!"? 

See  what  I  mean?  To  make  Your 
point,  if  You'll  pardon  my  saying 
so,  You  should  have  done  it  like 
the  United  Way  campaign  at  the 
factory.  Everyone  has  a  certain 
percentage  taken  from  his  or  her 
paycheck.  Oh,  we  fuss  about  it,  but 
that's  human  nature  —  the  way 
You  made  us,  I  suppose.  But 
nevertheless  we  make  our  United 
Way  contribution  every  year,  and 
that's  my  point. 

I  know  what  You're  thinking  — 
that  the  tithe  is  to  be  voluntary,  an 
offering  that  reflects  our  love  for 
You.  It's  also  an  act  of  obedience.  I 
understand  all  that  —  I've  been 
listening  over  the  years. 


And  that  brings  me  back  to  my 
original  statement.  I  really  do 
want  to  tithe  —  it's  my  heart's 
desire.  But  the  fact  is,  Lord,  I'm 
not  sure  I  can  afford  it. 

You  see,  I  owe  too  much.  I  owe 
on  the  car,  which  never  runs  right. 
I  must  have  gotten  a  Friday  car, 
one  they  finished  just  before  going 
home  for  the  weekend. 

And  the  house  mortgage  is  too 
big.  I  knew  it  was  too  much  when 
we  signed  for  the  house,  but  the 
wife  (whom  You  gave  me)  wanted 
a  nice  place. 

Besides,  the  economy  is  terrible 
down  here,  Lord.  Can't  You  do 
something  about  that? 

I  met  a  man  the  other  day  who 
said  he  was  a  tither;  he  was  work- 
ing three  jobs  to  make  ends  meet. 
Still,  he  was  praising  You  for  all 
the  work  You  were  giving  him, 
which  he  said  was  a  direct  result 
of  tithing.  Frankly,  he  looked  like 
death  warmed  over.  Lord,  I  don't 
want  to  work  three  jobs.  If  I  have 
to  work  three  jobs  to  tithe,  then  I 
don't  see  the  blessing,  if  You'll  par- 
don my  saying  so. 

Another  thing,  my  son  went  to 
the  orthodontist  last  week.  That's 
going  to  cost  me  2,000  big  ones. 
The  doc  wants  $250  down  and  then 
quarterly  payments.  Lord,  why 
couldn't  You  have  given  me  a  son 
with  straight  teeth? 

I'd  like  to  know  how  under 
heaven  You  expect  me  to  ever  get 
started  tithing  with  all  these  bills. 
And  on  top  of  it  all,  last  week 
during  that  rain  storm  (which  You 
could  have  controlled),  my  tele- 
vision got  knocked  out.  That's 
another  $87  to  get  it  fixed,  and 
You  know  my  family  has  to  have  a 
television! 

I  don't  want  to  complain 

I  could  go  on,  but  I  don't  want  to 
sound  like  I'm  complaining.  Be- 
sides, I  know  that  You  know  these 
things.  But  sometimes  I  think  You 
just  don't  care.  To  be  frank,  some- 
things I  think  all  You  care  about  is 
that  tithe! 

Okay,  Lord,  I'll  tithe  —  as  soon 
as  I  get  all  these  other  things 
straightened  out  and  can  see  my 
way  clear.  Then,  Lord,  I  promise 
You  —  and  You  know  my  word  is 
good  —  I'll  give  ten  percent. 

Sincerely  Yours,        Alvin 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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Estate  Planning: 

Ethical 


Considerations 


The  third  of  three  articles  on  matters  of  Christian  stewardship  related  to 
one's  future  —  making  provision  for  the  latter  years  of  one's  life  and  also 
arranging  for  the  passing  on  of  one's  possessions  after  one's  death,  by 
Stephen  J.  Williams. 


THE  PREVIOUS  installments 
in  this  series  emphasized  prac- 
tical aspects  of  estate  planning.  In 
this  article  you  are  invited  to  ex- 
plore with  me  —  as  a  fellow 
pilgrim  —  some  of  the  concepts 
which  are  at  work  in  the  planning 
process.  In  the  best  of  our  tradi- 
tion, we  meet  as  equals  seeking 
spiritual  guidance  in  the  matter  at 
hand. 

Is  planning  appropriate?  Our 
participation  in  the  strategic  plan- 
ning retreat  conducted  last 
November  indicates  that  Brethren 
do  not  consider  planning  forbid- 
den. The  enthusiastic  support  of 
that  event,  both  in  terms  of  attend- 
ance and  participation,  testifies 
that  planning  may  be  a  worship 
experience,  the  ultimate  objective 
of  which  is  to  glorify  God. 

Biblical  principles 

Responding  to  the  leading  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  need  not  give  way  to 
resignation,  akin  to  fatalism.  The 
planning  process  involves  balanc- 
ing various  biblical  principles, 
which  include  the  following: 

Mr.  Williams,  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Roanoke,  Ind.,  is 
an  attorney  with  Shambaugh,  Kast, 
Beck  and  Williams  Lawyers  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.  He  wrote  this  series  of  ar- 
ticles at  the  request  of  the  Stewardship 
Commission  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a  member. 

The  first  article  in  this  series  ap- 
peared on  pages  10-11  of  the  June 
issue,  and  the  second  on  pages  9-10  of 
the  July/ August  issue. 


(1)  avoiding  preoccupation  with 
material  matters  (setting  our  mind 
on  things  above,  not  on  earthly 
things;  Col.  3:2); 

(2)  trusting  in  God's  providence 
(seeking  His  kingdom  and  right- 
eousness, with  confidence  that  all 
other  things  will  be  added;  Matt. 
6:33); 

(3)  discharging  our  respon- 
sibility to  provide  for  ourself  and 
those  dependent  upon  us  (provid- 
ing for  our  immediate  family;  I 
Tim.  5:4,8); 

(4)  administering  the  steward- 
ship of  those  material  possessions 
with  which  we  have  been  en- 
trusted (putting  to  work  the 
talents  we  have  been  given;  Matt. 
25:14-30). 

Prioritizing  objectives 

Consistent  with  our  tradition, 
Brethren  appreciate  the  need  to 
maintain  a  balance  among  compet- 


ing considerations.  These  are  held 
in  proper  relationship  by  never 
losing  sight  of  any  of  the  compet- 
ing influences. 

This  is  most  evident  at  the 
threshold  stage  of  planning,  which 
concerns  identifying  and  prioritiz- 
ing objectives.  Our  values  guide  us 
in  sorting  out  our  paramount  goal 
and  in  discarding  other  goals  that 
are  considered  less  worthy.  The 
process  then  leads  to  organizing 
resources  in  a  fashion  leading  to 
that  objective. 

Are  these  considerations  less  ap- 
plicable if  we  precede  planning 
with  an  adjective  such  as  "estate," 
"financial,"  or  "retirement"?  The 
specific  application  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  that  the  ultimate  goal 
is  material  or  self-centered.  Ex- 
perience demonstrates  that  the 
orientation  is  quite  to  the  contrary: 
Material  goals  are  relevant  only  to 
the  extent  that  they  contribute 
toward  realization  of  higher 
values. 

Individuals  may  scrimp  to  pay 
life  insurance  premiums,  foregoing 
present  consumption  in  deference 
to  providing  for  family  welfare. 
When  planning  their  estate,  these 
same  persons  act  promptly  to 
structure  the  disposition  of  their 
wealth.  Yet,  they  display  in- 
decision in  the  agonizing  task  of 
selecting  a  guardian  for  their 
children.  This  speaks  to  the 
priority  of  values.  Providing  the 
wherewithal  for  rearing  a  child 
should  be  subordinate  to  caring  for 
the  spiritual  and  personality 
development  of  the  child.  Financial 
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The  estate-planning  process  "involves  obedience  to  God:  seeking 
His  will  and  acting  upon  it.  It  also  involves  consistency:  following 
God's  designs  in  all  respects,  not  merely  insofar  as  they  align  with  our 
reason. " 


concerns  become  a  means  to  ac- 
complish a  priority  objective. 

Critical  analyses 

Commitment  to  a  proper  objec- 
tive does  not,  however,  of  itself 
vindicate  the  planning  exercise. 
The  process  of  planning,  which 
seeks  to  implement  that  objective, 
requires  scrutiny.  This  involves 
critical  analysis  of  both  (i)  the 
legitimacy  of  the  intermediate 
steps  which  are  taken  along  the 
way,  and  (ii)  the  very  process  (dis- 
cipline) of  developing  strategies 
(planning). 

The  first  analysis  is  merely  an 
application  of  the  principle  that 
"the  ends  do  not  justify  the 
means."  However  worthy  our  ob- 
jective, the  particular  means 
employed  must  be  independently 
meritorious.  Cheating  on  taxes  is 
not  justified  by  contributing  the  ill- 
gotten  gain  to  the  church. 

The  second  and  no  less  critical 
issue  involves  recognition  that 
planning  is  not  merely  pursuing 
the  course  which  our  wisdom 
deems  best  disposed  to  achieve  the 
goal.  Instead,  the  process  involves 
obedience  to  God:  seeking  His  will 
and  acting  upon  it.  It  also  involves 
consistency:  following  God's 
designs  in  all  respects,  not  merely 
insofar  as  they  align  with  our 
reason. 

Thus  viewed,  the  planning 
process  seeks  to  implement,  rather 
than  hedge  against,  the  Divine 
will.  Marked  by  these  ethical 
boundaries,  the  process  provides  a 
discipline  for  personal  as  well  as 
group  action. 

Ethical  considerations  are  ex- 
pressed in  the  substance,  as  well 
as  the  process,  of  planning.  Con- 
sider, for  example,  the  issue  of 
tithing  a  portion  of  one's  estate.  In 
practice,  this  is  relatively  uncom- 
mon. Is  there,  however,  a  distinc- 
tion between  giving  of  our  income 
and  sharing  the  principal  which 
we  have  accumulated? 

The  appropriate  portion  to  be 
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given  will  vary  under  differing  cir- 
cumstances. Younger  families 
must  consider  their  obligation  to 
provide  for  the  rearing  of  children. 
Others,  having  fulfilled  that 
responsibility,  may  be  disposed  to 
devote  a  larger  portion  of  their  es- 
tate to  the  work  of  the  church. 

The  charitable  remainder  trust 
provides  a  method  of  benefiting 
both  family  members  and  charity. 

"However  worthy  our  ob- 
jective, the  particular 
means  employed  must  be 
independently  meritori- 
ous. Cheating  on  taxes  is 
not  justified  by  contribut- 
ing the  ill-gotten  gain  to 
the  church  " 

Benefits  are  payable  from  the  trust 
to  an  individual  or  individuals  for 
life  or  a  term  of  years.  The  trust 
assets  are  afterward  distributed  to 
charity. 

Lifetime  gifts  to  a  pooled  income 
fund  afford  similar  planning  op- 
portunities. The  donor  retains  the 
right  to  receive  income  from  the 
gift;  then  upon  his  or  her  death, 
the  funds  are  transferred  to 
charity. 

Gifts  to  the  church  offer  a  finan- 
cial advantage  in  the  form  of  a 
charitable  deduction  for  income 
and  estate  tax  purposes.  Planning 
to  take  advantage  of  the  charitable 
deduction  is  a  proper  application  of 
stewardship  principles:  A  larger 
amount  is  preserved  for  the  benefit 
of  the  charitable  donee. 

Alternative  arrangements  are 
appropriate  in  estates  valued  at 
less  than  $600,000,  which  would 
not  benefit  from  the  estate  tax 
charitable  deduction.  The  estate 
may  be  distributed  to  a  family 
member  who,  in  turn,  contributes 
to  charity.  This  will  afford  the 
family  member  an  income  tax 
deduction  for  the  charitable  gift. 

Ethical  considerations  govern 


not  only  how  much  we  contribute 
to  the  work  of  the  church,  but  how 
we  use  the  rest.  The  manner  in 
which  these  concerns  frame  the 
planning  process  is  illustrated  by 
the  plight  of  an  individual  entering 
a  nursing  home. 

The  cost  of  residential  care  in 
such  a  home  will  soon  exhaust  a 
modest  estate.  Public  assistance, 
in  the  form  of  Medicaid,  is  avail- 
able after  personal  assets  have 
been  spent.  Some  seek  to  make  im- 
mediate transfers  among  family 
members  in  an  effort  to  preserve 
an  inheritance  and  to  accelerate 
qualification  for  public  assistance. 

In  this  context  such  proposed 
gifts  raise  several  questions  (in  ad- 
dition to  that  of  whether  the  trans- 
fer, in  the  face  of  impending  need, 
would  be  legally  effective).  Paul 
has  harsh  words  for  those  who  fail 
to  provide  for  the  material  needs  of 
"their  own."  If  we  are  obligated  to 
apply  our  material  possessions  for 
another's  care,  are  we  not  under  a 
like  duty  to  discharge  the  cost  in- 
curred for  our  own  keep? 

It  may  be  argued  that  modern 
society  is  prepared  to  assume 
responsibility  for  long-term  care. 
Are  our  duties  thus  diminished? 
Having  involuntarily  participated 
in  financing  the  social  "safety  net," 
are  we  justified  in  getting  our 
"piece  of  the  pie"? 

Guided  by  scriptural  principles 

The  discipline  of  planning  re- 
quires that  these  questions,  and 
perhaps  others,  be  confronted.  Our 
response  to  the  issues  will  be 
resolved  in  part  by  our  determina- 
tion to  lay  aside  matters  of  self- 
interest  and  to  seek  higher 
instruction.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply 
that  a  particular  answer  is  favored 
over  another:  the  ultimate  decision 
is  a  matter  of  conscience  —  which 
is  guided  and  limited  by  principles 
gleaned  from  the  scriptures.  The 
planning  process  affords  oppor- 
tunity to  give  expression  to  these 
values.  [|] 


Be  Authentic  Disciples 
Who  Choose  Abundant  Life 

Moderator's  Address  to  the  102nd  General 
Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

By  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 


WITH  THIS  MESSAGE  I  con- 
clude my  year  as  moderator 
of  General  Conference.  It  has  been 
a  joy  to  serve  our  Lord  and  The 
Brethren  Church,  and  I  chose  to 
give  my  moderator's  address  on 
the  final  day  of  conference  because 
I  wanted  to  conclude  our  year  of 
focus  on  authentic  discipleship. 

In  Deuteronomy  chapter  30, 
Moses  told  the  Israelite  nation, 
God's  chosen  people,  that  they  had 
some  decisions  to  make:  they  could 
choose  life  or  death,  the  blessing  or 
the  curse.  And  Moses  said:  "So 
choose  life  in  order  that  you  may 
live,  you  and  your  descendants,  by 
loving  the  Lord  your  God,  by  obey- 
ing His  voice,  and  by  holding  fast 
to  Him  .  .  ."  (Deut.  30:19-20,* 
italics  added). 

Herein  lies  the  outline  for  my  ad- 
dress, for  I  believe  that  authentic 
disciples: 

Love  the  Lord 

Obey  His  voice 

Hold  fast  to  Him 

Choosing  life  is  a  conscious 
decision  that  we  make  as  in- 
dividuals and  as  a  denomination. 
If  God  wanted  His  people  in  the 
Old  Testament  to  choose  life,  He 
deepened  that  desire  in  the  New 
Testament  by  sending  us  His  only 
Son.  Not  only  does  God  want  us  to 
choose  life,  but  He  sent  His  only 
Son  to  enhance  our  existence.  John 
10:10b  says:  "I  came  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  might  have  it 
abundantly."  As  believers,  we 
must  now  choose  abundant  life 

*  Quotations  from  Scripture  are  from 
the  New  American  Standard  Bible. 


Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal  delivering 
her  moderator's  address. 

over  merely  choosing  life.  Choos- 
ing abundant  life  frequently 
brings  with  it  some  responsibilities 
that  we  would  rather  not  have. 

My  personal  decision  to  choose 
abundant  life  resulted  in  being 
your  General  Conference  mod- 
erator. In  these  two  years  I  have 
had  many  responsibilities  and  ex- 
periences that  I  would  rather  not 
have  had.  Some  have  been  funny; 
some  have  been  heartwarming; 
some  have  been  extremely  dif- 
ficult; and  others  have  brought  me 
tremendous  joy  in  serving  our 
Lord.  I  want  to  speak  very  per- 
sonally to  you  and  tell  you  three 
experiences  I  have  witnessed  as 
moderator  that  have  served  to 
notify  me  that  choosing  abun- 
dant life  is  the  only  way  to  live,  as 
an  individual  or  as  a  denomina- 


tion. That  decision  becomes  the 
daily  walk  and/or  lifestyle  of  the 
authentic  disciple. 

Authentic  Disciples 
Love  the  Lord 

When  I  agreed  to  run  for  the  of- 
fice of  moderator-elect,  I  did  so 
after  six  months  of  arguing  with 
God  over  my  qualifications  and 
suitability  for  the  task.  I  became  a 
reluctant  candidate  for  the  office 
who  never  expected  to  be  elected. 

After  being  elected,  however,  I 
had  the  audacity  to  select  the 
theme  "Be  Authentic  Disciples." 
And  that  has  made  all  the  dif- 
ference in  my  life.  Being  authentic 
implies  reliability,  credibility  and 
something  that  is  genuine,  or 
being  the  real  thing.  In  being 
elected  moderator  and  having  to 
practice  being  a  "genuine  and  reli- 
able disciple,"  I  had  to  put  away 
the  self-protective,  invisible  shield 
I  had  always  hid  behind  and  turn 
myself  over  to  God  to  be  used  to  do 
whatever,  whenever  He  called. 

Loving  the  Lord  and  desiring  to 
serve  Him  has  stretched  my  faith 
in  these  years  as  I  have  had  to 
trust  Him.  Loving  God  as  authen- 
tic disciples  causes  us  to  love 
others  in  tangible  ways.  Love  is  a 
verb  and  requires  action  on  our 
part.  Let  me  share  an  example  of 
love  and  obedience  to  God's  com- 
mands that  resulted  in  ministry  to 
others. 

Authentic  Disciples 
Obey  His  Voice 

Experience  #1.  The  month  after 
I  became  moderator-elect,  I  was  in 
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Pennsylvania  District  doing  a 
Saturday  teacher  training 
workshop.  After  the  sessions,  I 
drove  to  Berlin  to  stay  with  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Ralph  Mills.  I  was  to 
speak  the  next  day  at  their  teacher 
recognition  service. 

A  student  with  a  need 

I  always  have  an  outline  and  I 
knew  what  I  wanted  to  say,  but  I 
was  unsure  which  of  two  brief 
messages  I  should  bring  these 
teachers.  As  I  spoke,  I  totally  de- 
parted from  my  notes  and  began 
telling  a  story  about  a  student  at 
the  seminary.  This  student  had  ap- 
peared in  my  office  on  the  Friday 
before  I  left,  describing  her  tale  of 
woe,  as  she  found  herself  expecting 
an  unplanned  baby,  her  fourth 
child.  She  and  her  husband  were 
international  students  already 
with  many  financial  burdens,  but  I 
was  her  advisor  and  she  needed  a 
place  to  cry  and  be  safe  for  a  few 
moments  in  her  trauma. 

I  concluded  my  remarks  to  the 
teachers  with  something  like,  "And 
that's  what  we  are  to  be  in  this  life 
—  encouragers  of  those  God  brings 
into  our  path." 

After  the  service,  Rev.  Mills 
asked  me  if  I  would  greet  people 
with  him  at  the  door,  and  I  agreed. 
But  the  funniest  thing  began  to 
happen.  As  people  were  introduc- 
ing themselves  and  shaking  my 
hand,  I  felt  my  jacket  being  tugged 
periodically.  But  I  was  too  busy 
concentrating  on  people's  names  to 
look  for  the  problem  with  my  cloth- 
ing. As  one  lady  approached  me 
she  said,  "How  long  are  you  going 
to  be  here?" 

"Only  a  few  minutes,"  I  replied. 
"I  have  to  get  back  to  the  big  city." 

"Well,  could  you  wait  just  a  bit?" 
she  asked.  "I  live  only  a  few  blocks 
away,  and  there's  something  I 
want  to  get  for  you  to  take  home." 
So,  I  waited. 

When  she  returned,  she  gave  me 
$50  in  cash  and  said,  "I  save  this 
out  of  my  grocery  money  each 
month,  and  I  wanted  you  to  take 
this  to  help  your  student." 

I  was  floored.  I  thanked  her 
profusely.  Then  when  I  put  the 
money  in  my  pocket,  I  suddenly 
realized  that  the  tugging  I  had  felt 
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The  theme  banner  that  graced  the 
pulpit  during  conference  week  was 
made  by  Carolyn  Cooksey. 

earlier  was  several  other  people 
doing  exactly  the  same  thing.  All 
told,  I  had  $150  in  my  pocket. 

Also  included  in  this  pocketfull 
of  treasure  was  a  small  piece  of 
paper.  On  it  was  this  message:  "I 
want  to  help  support  the  cost  of 
bringing  this  baby  into  the  world." 
There  was  a  name,  an  address, 
and  a  phone  number  of  the  in- 
tended donor.  These  were  authen- 
tic disciples  who  were  loving  God 
and  obeying  His  voice. 

I  was  unbelieving.  God  had  used 
me  that  day  to  meet  some  financial 
needs  of  a  student  whom  none  of 
these  people  would  likely  ever 
meet.  People  in  Berlin  were  not 
finished  giving  either.  For  three 
months  later,  I  received  a  check 
from  a  couple  through  their  rela- 
tives in  Ashland  for  exactly  this 
same  cause. 

Caring  about  others'  needs 

Christians  in  the  Berlin  Church 
helped  me  believe  that  loving  God, 
trusting  Him,  and  obeying  His 
biblical  commands  caused  them  to 
care  about  the  needs  of  others. 
What  does  our  Mission  Statement 
say?  "...  to  love  and  serve  all 
people  as  neighbors  and  friends." 

God  had  used  me,  His  reluctant 
disciple,  to  meet  the  needs  of 
others  in  a  way  I  had  never  ex- 
pected. How  many  of  you  also 
question  God's  wisdom  in  using 
you  to  do  various  things  you  don't 
feel  called  to  do  or  capable  of 


doing?  "Who  me,  Lord?  You  can't 
be  serious." 

But  He  is  serious.  As  believers, 
we  are  His  tangible  representa- 
tives, ambassadors  if  you  will,  into 
this  world.  He  wants  us  to  choose 
abundant  life  —  to  consciously, 
intentionally,  and  willingly  pre- 
sent evidence  of  our  love  for  Him 
by  being  obedient  and  available  for 
His  use. 

Authentic  Disciples 
Hold  Fast  to  Him 

I  believe  there  is  a  direct  correla- 
tion between  who  we  are  and  how 
great  our  desire  is  for  Christlike- 
ness  that  dictates  how  much  of 
Himself  God  will  reveal  to  us  as  we 
search  for  Him.  He  checks  to  see  if 
our  motives  support  our  behavior. 
Do  we  attend  worship  because  we 
want  to  be  seen  there  or  because 
we  are  in  awe  of  Him  and  desire  to 
give  Him  praise?  Do  we  pray  out  of 
duty  or  out  of  a  desire  for  com- 
munion with  Him? 

Holding  fast  to  Him,  or  abiding 
in  the  vine,  means  to  stay  close  to 
the  Master.  To  pursue  spiritual 
formation  was  the  number  one 
priority  that  emerged  from  the 
denominational  planning  retreat 
in  November. 

Now  what  is  spiritual  formation? 
Dr.  Jerry  Flora  has  prepared  a 
course  for  use  in  local  congrega- 
tions entitled  Spiritual  Formation: 
A  Personal  Walk  Toward  Emmaus. 
In  that  course  he  defines  spiritual 
formation  as  "the  deliberate 
process  of  learning  to  love  God 
completely,  learning  to  conform 
ourselves  to  the  image  of  Christ, 
and  learning  to  walk  in  the  Spirit, 
thus  learning  to  be  a  friend  of 
God."  The  trinitarian  function 
should  be  noted  in  that  definition. 

To  hold  fast  to  God  through 
spiritual  formation  is  to  deliberate- 
ly seek  a  relationship  with  Him  as 
friend.  Our  concept  of  God  is 
usually  that  of  a  distant  being  or 
force  that  is  far  removed  from  us. 
So  to  know  Him  as  friend  seems  a 
remote  possibility.  And  we  may 
say,  "Who  am  I  to  desire  to  know 
Him  more?"  We  are  children  of  the 
King,  that's  who.  What  other  por- 
tion of  His  creation  has  that  kind 
of  access  to  the  Father?  No  other 


living  creature,  except  each  of  us. 
If,  as  authentic  disciples,  we 
choose  to  live  the  abundant  life, 
then  intimate  attachment  to  Jesus 
as  Savior,  Lord,  and  Friend  is  a 
must. 

God  reminds  us  of  this  in  John 
15:14-15,  which  says:  "You  are  My 
friends,  if  you  do  what  I  command 
you.  No  longer  do  I  call  you  slaves; 
for  the  slave  does  not  know  what 
his  master  is  doing;  but  I  have 
called  you  friends,  for  all  things 
that  I  have  heard  from  My  Father 
I  have  made  known  to  you"  (italics 
added).  Authentic  disciples  can 
pursue  abundant  life  through 
spiritual  formation  and  become 
friends  of  God. 

Experience  #2. 

This  spring  I  was  exhausted.  I 
had  traveled  a  lot,  taught  many 
classes,  been  in  touch  with 
varieties  of  students,  written  ar- 
ticles, and  generally  spent  my 
physical  energies  serving  others.  I 
was  tired.  But  in  September  1989, 
I  had  agreed  to  attend  a  Via  de 
Cristo  weekend  in  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.  The  day  arrived  and  I 
made  the  journey  from  Ashland  to 
North  Manchester,  where  I  met 
my  sponsors  for  the  weekend 
pilgrimage,  Warren  and  Helen 
Garner. 

We  went  to  dinner  and  then  they 
delivered  me  to  the  bus  that  would 
take  me  to  Epworth  Forest  Retreat 
Center.  There  I  would  spend  the 
next  three  days  with  other 
sojourners  of  all  sorts,  shapes, 
sizes,  experiences,  and  spiritual 
backgrounds.  In  the  next  several 
days,  I  encountered  Christ  in  a 
way  I  could  never  have  an- 
ticipated. 

During  this  Via  de  Cristo  ex- 
perience, I  realized  that  Jesus 
risked  everything  for  this 
friendship,  even  His  earthly  life, 
because  He  wanted  a  relationship 
with  me.  Imagine  that!  This  per- 
son before  you,  born  and  raised  in 
an  Indiana  cornfield,  was  so  im- 
portant to  Jesus  that  He  died  for 
me.  But  during  these  days  in  com- 
munion with  my  Lord,  I  began  to 
comprehend  a  new  vision  for  what 
He  wanted  from  me. 

Coupled  with  the  Via  de  Cristo 
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time,  I  had  just  finished  reading  a 
book  entitled  Dialogue  With  God. 
In  that  text  I  discovered  that  God 
doesn't  really  need  my  produc- 
tivity. He  is  capable  of  getting 
everything  He  wants  accomplished 
without  me.  I  am  irrelevant.  In- 
stead, He  deeply  desires  my  com- 
munion and  to  be  my  friend, 
rather  than  for  me  to  be  His  slave 
and  just  work  myself  to  death. 
Once  He  has  the  kind  of  com- 
munion He  wants  from  me,  He  will 
make  me  productive. 

These  aren't  new  things  for  me. 
My  head  has  known  them  cogni- 
tively  for  years.  I  know  God  can 
get  along  without  me,  but  in 
choosing  abundant  life,  I  make 
my  decisions  known  to  Him.  I 
must  abide  in  the  vine  because 
separate  from  Him  I  can  do  noth- 
ing (John  15:5).  Being  in  relation- 
ship and  communion  with  Him 
enables  me  to  be  in  touch  with 
others  and  accomplish  things  for 
Him  that  I  certainly  couldn't  do 
alone.  As  our  scriptural  text 
reminds  us,  loving  God,  obeying 
His  voice,  and  holding  fast  to  Him 
cause  authentic  disciples  to  deeply 
care  about  fellow  believers.  Re- 
learning  this  truth  enabled  a  third 
experience. 

Experience  #3. 

In  April,  I  was  scheduled  to  be  in 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  for  Southwest  Dis- 
trict Conference.  I  was  really  look- 
ing forward  to  this  conference 
because  David  Cooksey  and  I  were 
going  to  work  with  both  churches 
of  the  district  in  long-range  plan- 
ning. We  had  a  delightful  time  in 


Arizona  assisting  the  churches  in 
writing  their  mission  statements, 
identifying  goals,  and  developing 
strategy  for  ministry. 

What  I  didn't  expect  about  those 
few  days  in  Tucson  was  that  God 
would  bring  me  into  an  encounter 
with  another  of  His  searching 
children.  We  stayed  in  the  home  of 
Chris  and  Diane  McGinnis,  who 
have  obvious  spiritual  gifts  of 
hospitality.  Their  dogs,  Waldo  and 
Sugar,  were  actually  home  more 
than  they  were,  but  the  times 
when  we  were  together  (sometimes 
working  on  the  projects  for  both 
churches  late  into  the  night  and 
other  times  just  talking  and  being 
hosts  and  guests)  were  memorable 
and  special  moments. 

On  the  last  night  we  were  there, 
Diane  and  I  talked  long  into  the 
night.  The  next  day,  as  David  and 
I  drove  to  the  airport,  I  knew  I  had 
made  a  lifelong  friend  because  she 
and  I  had  risked  being  real  or 
authentic  with  each  other.  We  had 
been  transparent  and  vulnerable 
with  one  another,  and  maybe  this 
was  easy  because,  living  2,000 
miles  apart,  we  would  not  have  to 
be  accountable  for  the  changes  we 
admitted  we  wanted  to  make  in 
our  lives! 

Significant  relationships 

Whatever  the  reasons  for  our 
glorious  time  together,  God 
revealed  another  truth  to  me  in  a 
tangible  way.  Just  as  I  had  become 
aware  of  God's  desire  for  a  per- 
sonal relationship  with  me  at  Via 
de  Cristo,  I  now  realized  His  desire 
for  us  as  authentic  disciples  is  to 
be  in  significant  relationships  with 
others. 

This  was  not  a  new  piece  of  in- 
formation for  me  either.  I  have 
known  it  for  a  long  time.  The  truth 
is,  the  entire  message  of  the  gospel 
is  one  of  reconciliation  —  God  with 
each  of  His  creation,  which  in  turn 
results  in  our  horizontal  relation- 
ships with  one  another.  Dr.  Larry 
Crabb  says:  "We've  been  called 
into  relationship  with  God  so  we 
may  relate  more  deeply  with 
others"  (Inside  Out:  Real  Change  is 
Possible,  Navpress,  1988,  p.  196). 
If  God  wants  us  to  be  reconciled  to 
Him  in  a  relationship  that  de- 
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velops  into  friendship,  surely  He 
must  mean  for  us  to  be  so  authen- 
tic in  our  relationships  with  others 
that  we  become  intimately  in- 
volved with  one  another's  lives. 

The  meaning  of  intimacy 

Unfortunately,  intimacy  is  fre- 
quently associated  with  sexuality, 
and  that's  not  its  meaning  at  all. 
Webster  says  it  means  to  be 
"private  or  personal,  very  close, 
familiar,  deep  and  thorough."  "In- 
timacy means  being  fully  at  home 
with  someone"  (Paul  Hinnebusch, 
Friendship  in  the  Lord,  Ave  Maria 
Press,  1974,  p.  35).  To  be  free  to  be 
myself  without  fear  of  rejection; 
trusting  implicitly,  being  fully 
known  and  lovingly  appreciated  — 
that  is  intimacy.  How  can  we  be- 
come encouragers  of  others  unless 
we  know  them  intimately  in 
friendship? 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
Jesus  taught,  "You  will  know  them 
by  their  fruits"  (Matt.  7:16,  20).  If 
authentic  disciples  are  to  bear 
fruit,  then  surely  we  must  be  able 
to  encourage  others.  How  can  we 
pray  for  them  knowledgeably  un- 
less we  know  them  deeply?  If  as 
servants  of  the  King  we  cultivate  a 
shallow  relationship  with  our  God 
(only  choosing  life  rather  than 
abundant  life),  all  we  can  expect 
from  our  earthly  friendships  is 
that  same  meager,  rootless,  barren 
existence. 

If  the  purpose  of  friendship  is  to 
help  one  another  grow  to  the  full- 
est extent  possible,  then: 

God  has  made  us  in  such  a  way 
that  we  can  grow  from  within 
only  under  the  influence  of 
others,  only  if  called  forth  by 
someone's  love  for  us,  like  a 
plant  which  grows  only  under 
the  influence  of  the  sun.  .  .  .  Only 
in  intimacy  with  the  Lord  are  we 
the  deepest  'who  we  are.'  Only  in 
communion  with  Him  are  we  our 
truest  selves.  .  .  .  Friendship 
frees  me  from  the  preoccupation 
with  self  in  which  I  am  inces- 
santly woadering  whether  I  am 
lovable.  (Hinnebusch,  pp.  90-91) 

"By  this  all  men  will  know  that 
you  are  My  disciples,  if  you  have 
love  for  one  another"  (John  13:35). 
To  love  someone  and  to  be  deeply 
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involved  in  the  life  of  a  friend  is  a 
sign  of  authentic  discipleship, 
which  flourishes  when  joined  with 
an  intimate  communion  with  God 
as  friend. 
However,  as  authentic  disciples, 

•  deliberately  pursuing  an  inward 
walk  with  Christ 

•  deeply  desiring  to  know  every- 
thing about  the  character  and 
love  of  God 

•  knowing  God  intimately  because 
we  already  are  known  by  Him 

we  come  to  understand  how  truly 
irrelevant,  purposeless,  and  incom- 
petent we  are  without  Him  and 
without  deep  relationships  on  a 
personal  level. 

He  is  everything.  We  are  nothing 
in  comparison.  But  because  we  are 
created  in  the  image  of  Christ,  we 
too  become  everything  in  Him  be- 
cause He  willed  it  so,  even  enabled 
it  to  happen  by  risking  and  losing 
His  earthly  life  to  produce  it. 

Things  that  matter 

Throughout  these  two  years  as 
moderator,  I  have  attempted  to  do 
things  that  mattered.  My  rationale 
was,  God  has  gifted  me  in  areas  of 
leadership  and  administration  and 
intends  that,  in  obedience,  I  utilize 
my  abilities.  Be  relevant.  Do  some- 
thing productive  that  will  last. 

But  what  I  think  I  have  learned 
and  what  I  share  with  you  today 
through  these  stories  and  at  some 
personal  risk  is  this:  God  views 
my  productivity  and  participa- 
tion in  His  glorious  plan  with 
disdain  because  it  is  irrele- 
vant. He  will  accomplish  whatever 
it  is  He  wills,  with  or  without  me. 


God  puts  the  decision  for  the 
depth  of  my  communion  with  Him 
and  others  before  me.  I  can 
choose  life,  which  yields  shallow 
relationships  with  God  and  others, 
or  I  can  choose  abundant  life, 
which  offers  the  opportunity  for 
deep,  joyous  communion  and  fel- 
lowship. Unless  I  am  intimately  in 
touch  with  Him  and  His  creation 
through  other  people,  I  am  unable 
to  use  my  spiritual  gifts  to  the  full. 
I  can't  organize.  I  can't  lead.  I  can't 
listen.  I  can't  teach.  I  can't  write.  I 
can't  even  be  a  friend  without 
Him.  Henri  Nouwen  says,  "God 
loves  us  not  because  of  what  we  do 
or  accomplish,  but  because  God 
has  created  and  redeemed  us  in 
love  and  has  chosen  us  to  proclaim 
that  love  as  the  true  source  of  all 
human  life"  (In  the  Name  of  Jesus: 
Reflections  on  Christian  Leader- 
ship, Crossroad,  1989,  p.  17). 

If  we  are  to  proclaim  God's  love 
as  the  source  of  all  human  life, 
then  He  must  surely  mean  for  us 
personally  and  as  a  denomination 
to  be  spreading  His  love  and  atten- 
tion to  others. 

Conclusion 

I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  time 
describing  what  has  happened  to 
me  over  these  two  years  because 
the  maturity  and  growth  that 
happens  to  us  personally  will 
be  reflected  in  our  denomina- 
tional growth.  Assuming  that  we 
are,  or  are  becoming,  authentic 
disciples  individually  and  together 
as  a  denomination  that  desires  to 
choose  abundant  life,  then  we 
must  be  intimately  attached  to  the 
vine  that  will  produce  obedience  to 
God's  Word. 

I  believe  we  need  to  do  some  tan- 
gible things  that  grow  out  of  love 
for  God,  by  obeying  His  voice,  and 
by  holding  fast  to  Him.  The  tan- 
gible things  are  not  in  the  form  of 
moderator's  recommendations  as 
has  been  our  custom  in  the  past, 
but  rather  moderator's  proposals. 
They  are  things  I  have  observed 
through  my  travels,  and  I  would 
like  them  to  be  thoroughly  re- 
searched before  being  recom- 
mended and  adopted  by  General 
Conference. 

Too  many  times  in  the  past, 


General  Conference  has  adopted 
moderator's  recommendations 
with  very  little  thought  and  prayer 
preceding  them.  Many  of  these 
have  never  been  implemented.  If 
these  proposals  are  worth  any- 
thing, they  will  survive  the 
scrutiny  and  work  that  should 
precede  their  adoption  by  General 
Conference. 

There  are  three  things  I  believe 
would  help  The  Brethren  Church 
to  choose  abundant  life. 

Proposal  1. 

We  suddenly  find  ourselves  with 
a  healthy  and  excited  crop  of 
Brethren  youth.  Denominationally, 
we  need  to  fan  this  flame  of  en- 
thusiasm by  creating  a  national 
youth  leadership  network.  At  the 
national  level,  we  need  to  train  our 
youth  leaders  and  then  disperse 
them  into  the  districts  for  over- 
sight of  and  service  to  local  youth 
groups.  Long  term,  I  foresee  an 
upper  level  college  student  in  each 
district  being  trained  and  then 
being  accountable  to  the  national 
office  for  the  youth  work  ac- 
complished in  that  district.  This 
approach  to  youth  leadership  has 
multiple  advantages: 

a.  Brethren  youth  leaders  could 
be  assigned  to  every  district, 
regardless  of  where  they  chose  to 
get  their  higher  education. 

b.  In  the  past,  there  has  been 
one  national  youth  leader.  This 
proposal  projects  multiple  leaders 
who  could  move  from  this  leader- 
ship position  into  other  avenues  of 
service  within  the  denomination. 

c.  Crusader  teams  could  func- 
tion with  these  older  students  as 
leaders  and  more  efficiently  work 
within  districts,  allowing  greater 
availability  for  service  to  the  local 
church. 

I  would  like  to  refer  this 
moderator's  proposal  to  the 
Leadership  Development  Commis- 
sion for  further  study,  with  recom- 
mendations being  made  to  General 
Conference  1991  for  possible  im- 
plementation of  a  national  net- 
work of  youth  leaders. 

Proposal  2. 

Laity  in  local  congregations 
should  be  empowered  through 
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spiritual  formation  and  Christian 
education  in  order  to  be  unleashed 
to  serve  God  with  vigor  and  en- 
thusiasm. Empowerment  enables 
and  permits  people  to  minister  to 
others,  motivated  by  love  and  a 
sincere  desire  to  serve  God. 

I  am  sick  to  death  of  listening  to 
boring  Christians  bemoan  the 
state  of  the  church  when  they  are 
unwilling  or  unprepared  to  take 
any  active  role  in  making  changes. 
This  is  first  and  foremost  a  prayer 
issue.  We  have  not  because  we  ask 
not  (cf.  Mark  11:24).  I  believe  as 
we  study  God's  word  through 
quality  Christian  education 
resources,  God  will  lead  us  into 
greater  areas  of  service. 

Choosing  abundant  life  brings 
with  it  a  responsibility  to  be 
obedient  servants,  especially  in  the 
local  church.  People  who  are  par- 
ticipants in  ministry  seldom  are 
found  griping  and  complaining 
about  other  people  in  the  church. 
"The  gift  of  gripe"  as  Pastor  Den- 
nis Sigle  noted  in  his  Midwest  Dis- 
trict moderator's  address,  "is  not 
listed  among  the  biblical  spiritual 
gifts." 

The  joint  curriculum  project  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and 
The  Brethren  Church  is  designed 
to  enable  people  to  grow  mentally 
and  spiritually,  to  educate  and  re- 
educate our  people.  This  will  be- 
come particularly  crucial  when  the 
denomination  begins  to  grow  and 
bring  in  people  with  non-Brethren 
backgrounds.  The  laity  must  be 
trained  and  equipped,  encouraged 
and  empowered  to  minister  in 
ways  they  have  never  anticipated. 


This  video  curriculum  will  instruct 
lay  people  about  the  identity  and 
distinctives  of  the  Christian  life  as 
viewed  from  biblical,  and  therefore 
Brethren,  theology.  By  winter 
quarter  the  first  of  six  video 
courses,  taught  by  the  faculty  at 
the  seminary,  will  be  available. 
These  courses  will  include  teacher 
and  student  materials  as  well  as  a 
textbook.  The  cost  is  nominal,  and 
upon  completion  of  all  six,  stu- 
dents can  receive  a  Certificate  in 
Christian  Ministries  granted  by 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

Brethren  people  who  encounter 
these  challenging  courses  will  be 
led  back  into  scripture,  which  will 
cause  them  to  examine  themselves 
and  realize  that  none  of  us  is  sin- 
less, whether  pastor  or  lay  person. 
The  denominational  leaders  who 
gathered  in  Vermilion  in  Novem- 
ber selected  as  our  number  one 
priority  the  pursuit  of  spiritual  for- 
mation. Why?  Because  when  we 
know  God  and  His  word  more 
thoroughly,  we  can't  help  but  learn 
to  love  and  respect  each  other 
more  deeply. 

I  challenge  each  church,  as  in- 
dividuals and  as  a  corporate  body, 
to  utilize  these  courses  to  pursue 
spiritual  formation  through  sys- 
tematic Bible  study,  prayer,  and 
meditation,  and  show  forth  the 
evidence  of  changed  lives  by  active 
participation  in  some  form  of  serv- 
ice in  the  local  church,  in  addition 
to  attending  worship  and  Sunday 
school. 

Proposal  3. 

The  issue  of  pastoral  and  con- 
gregational care  in  the  midst  of 
church  conflict  must  be  addressed 
thoroughly,  practically,  and  with 
intentionality.  I  believe  that,  as  a 
denomination,  we  must  develop  a 
strategy  for  dealing  with  ungodly 
situations  and  people  in  our 
churches.  As  David  Cooksey 
reported  to  us,  every  conflict  he 
has  been  involved  with  in  his  three 
years  as  Director  of  Pastoral  Mini- 
stries has  involved  a  dispute  be- 
tween deacons  and  pastors.  And 
these  are  the  spiritual  leaders  of 
the  church!  Brethren,  if  evidence 
of  living  abundant  life  is  to  be 
(continued  on  page  13) 
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Learning  to 

"Be  Authentic  Disciples" 


at  the 

102nd  General  Conference 
of  The  Brethren  Church 

Held  August  6-10  at  Ashland  University 


Communion  Sets  Mood  For  Conference  Week 


The  Celebration  of  Holy  Com- 
munion that  began  the  102nd  General 
Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church 
was  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  week. 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora,  professor  of  New 
Testament  Theology  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  led  a  reverent 
and  worshipful  service,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  allowed  for  and  en- 
couraged meaningful  conversation  and 
expressions  of  Christian  concern 
among  the  participants. 

The  celebration  served  to  prepare 
participants  for  conference  week  by  re- 
minding them  in  a  meaningful  way  of 
the  conference  theme  and  by  rekin- 
dling in  them  a  spirit  of  Christian  love 
and  of  fellowship  with  other  Brethren 
at  the  service. 

In  a  brief  meditation  that  preceded 
the  washing  of  feet,  Dr.  Flora  alluded 
to  the  conference  theme  by  asking, 
"What  is  an  authentic  candle?"  After 


Dr.  Jerry  Flora  asks, 
thentic  candle  ?  " 


'What  is  an  au- 


Speakers  Illuminate  Conference  Theme 


Four  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
professors  provided  the  inspirational 
messages  during  General  Conference. 
Each  of  them  spoke  on  some  aspect  of 
the  conference  theme,  "Be  Authentic 
Disciples."  These  messages  will  be 
printed  in  upcoming  issues  of  the 
Evangelist.  Therefore  only  brief  com- 
ments about  each  will  be  included  in 
this  conference  report. 

Dr.  Richard  Allison,  director  of 
doctoral  studies  and  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  the  seminary, 
presented  the  opening  address  in  the 


series.  He  saw  his  task  as  attempting  to 
define  the  term  "disciple,"  and  he  did 
so  by  looking  at  how  the  word  is  used 
in  the  Four  Gospels  and  the  Book  of 
Acts.  By  means  of  this  brief  survey  of 
each  of  these  books,  he  revealed  that 
discipleship  is  based  on  belief  and 
results  in  a  new  dimension  of  living 
(John);  begins  with  detachment  from 
the  world  and  results  in  attachment  to 
Jesus  (Luke);  requires  submission  to 
the  will  of  God  (Acts)  and  obedience 
to  everything  that  Jesus  ever  said 
(Matthew);  and  means  following  Jesus 


looking  at  various  sizes,  shapes,  and 
colors  of  candles  and  speculating  on 
whether  any  of  these  was  an  authentic 
candle,  he  avowed  that  an  authentic 
candle  is  one  that  gives  light.  He  then 
asserted  that  an  authentic  disciple, 
likewise,  is  a  Christian  who  sheds 
light,  that  divine  light  which  comes 
from  Jesus  Christ,  the  Light  of  the 
World. 

Special  music  at  key  junctures  in  the 
service  was  provided  by  a  men's  en- 
semble led  by  Rev.  Phil  Lersch  and 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Jean. 
Musicians  for  the  service  were  Dr. 
Ron  and  Linda  Sprunger  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  Facilitating  the 
feetwashing  service  were  ap- 
proximately 85-90  deacons  and  dea- 
conesses from  Brethren  congregations 
across  the  country,  coordinated  by 
Joan  and  Dorman  Ronk  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  [t] 


Following  his  message,  Dr.  Richard  Al- 
lison (r.)  chats  with  Gene  Robbins. 

—  going  with  Him  and  doing  the 
things  He  did  (Mark). 
In  a  message      (continued  next  page) 
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dens  and  seek  to  restore  others  who 
have  fallen  into  sin.  Basing  his  mes- 
sage on  Galatians  6:1-5,  he  also  stated 
that  authentic  disciples  think  accurate- 
ly about  themselves  and  act  in  such  a 
way  as  to  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ  to 
love  one  another.  [f] 


entitled  "Eternal  Treasures  in  Earthen 
Vessels,"  Dr.  Ben  Witherington,  as- 
sociate professor  of  biblical  and  Wes- 
leyan  studies  at  ATS,  emphasized  the 
power  from  within  that  enables  us  to 
live  as  authentic  disciples.  Comparing 
Jesus  to  a  Die-Hard  [Never-Die!]  Bat- 
tery in  our  lives  Who  gives  us  the 
spark  to  keep  going,  he  gave  both 
biblical  and  historical  examples  of 
Christians  who,  though  weak  in  them- 
selves, lived  powerful  lives  of  service 


because  of  the  power  of  Christ  and  His 
Spirit  within  them. 

Dr.  David  Baker,  professor  of  Old 
Testament  and  Hebrew  at  ATS,  used 
Old  Testament  examples  to  illustrate 
how  the  task  of  making  disciples  can 
be  shared  —  in  his  message,  "Sharing 
the  Burden,  Sharing  the  Joy." 
Just  as  Moses  prepared  Joshua 
for  leadership  by  training  him 
and  giving  him  an  opportunity 
to  share  in  his  ministry,  so  pas- 
tors need  to  be  about  the  task 
of  equipping  the  saints  to  be 
disciplers.  He  challenged  lay 
people,  in  turn,  to  desire  train- 
ing and  strive  to  be  taught, 
adding  that  you  will  get  noth- 
ing unless  you  go  after  it. 
(Sorry,  no  photograph!  Editor.) 

In  the  concluding  message  in 
the  series,  Dr.  John  Shultz, 
ATS  professor  of  pastoral 
counseling,  declared  that 
authentic  disciples  are  "Load- 
Bearing  Christians"  —  those  After  his  message,  Dr.  John  Shultz  (I)  receives  a 
who  bear  one  another's  bur-   warm  greeting  from  Lee  Finks. 


Caring  for  the  Business  of  the  Conference 


Business  sessions  of  the  102nd 
General  Conference  (GC)  were  note- 
worthy for  their  routineness.  No  con- 
troversial item  of  business  came  to  the 
floor,  and  none  of  the  conference  ac- 
tions garnered  any  significant  amount 
of  discussion.  Even  a  $3.00  per  del- 
egate increase  in  the  GC  delegate  fee 
was  passed  almost  without  comment. 

Sobering  information 

The  reports  of  both  the  GC  treasurer 
and  statistician  contained  some  sober- 
ing information.  According  to  the 
treasurer's  report,  The  Brethren 
Church,  Inc.,  spent  $27,192.33  more 
than  it  received  last  year  and  ended  the 
year  with  a  negative  net  worth  of 
$5,915.31  (owed  $5,915.31  more  than 
it  had  in  total  assets). 

Fortunately,  this  gloomy  picture 
brightened  with  the  merger  on  January 
1,  1990,  of  the  Benevolent  Board, 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  Publish- 
ing Company,  and  World  Relief  Board 
with  The  Brethren  Church  (TBC).  Be- 
cause of  the  significant  assets  of  two 
of  these  boards,  TBC  began  1990  with 
a  net  worth  of  $545,157.82. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  statisti- 


cian's "Church  Growth  Report" 

also  contained  some  sobering  informa- 
tion. In  fact,  the  report  might  better  be 
called  the  "Church  Loss  Report,"  for 
the  125  congregations  (120  full 
churches,  four  mission  churches,  and 
one  class)  that  make  up  the  denomina- 
tion reported  a  net  loss  of  1,598  mem- 
bers (13,155  members  at  the  end  of 
1989  compared  to  14,753  at  the  end  of 
1988).  To  be  sure,  more  that  half  of 
this  loss  (933)  was  a  correction  by  the 
Brethren  Church  of  the  Savior  in 
membership  figures  it  had  reported  in 
past  years.  But  this  still  left  a  loss  of 
605  members  —  an  average  of  about 
five  per  church. 

But  again  there  is  a  brighter  side  to 
this  picture.  Both  average  worship  at- 
tendance and  average  Sunday  school 
attendance  across  the  denomination  in 
1989  were  up  over  1988.  Average 
worship  attendance  was  higher  by  24 
per  Sunday  (10,480  in  89;  10,456  in 
880);  and  average  S.S.  attendance  was 
up  by  3  (6,896  in  89;  6,893  in  88). 

Other  good  news  in  the  statistician's 
report:  Total  local  church  giving  in 
1989  was  up  more  than  half  a  million 
dollars  over  1988  ($7,213,800  in  89; 


$6,686,874  in  88).  Total  local  church 
income  (giving  plus  other  sources  of 
income  such  as  interest,  bequests,  etc.) 
was  up  even  more  ($8,073,388  in  89; 
$7,114,354  in  88).  On  the  other  hand, 
total  expense  showed  a  more  modest 
increase  ($7,641,306  in  89; 
$7,213,568  in  88).  (If  you  compare 
these  figures,  you  will  also  note  that  in 
1988  total  expense  was  more  than  total 
income,  while  in  1989  this  was  not  the 
case.) 

Church  Goals:  The  GCEC  pre- 
sented a  completely  revised  and 
streamlined  set  of  local  church  goals 
for  1991.  The  new  goals  reflect  the 
mission  statement  of  TBC  and  the 
priorities  set  at  the  denominational 
planning  retreat  last  November.  In  a 
departure  from  the  past,  the  new  goals 
include  no  point  totals.  Achieving 
these  goals  is  to  be  seen  not  as  a  con- 
test, but  as  a  means  of  more  effective- 
ly doing  the  work  of  the  church.  (These 
goals  will  be  printed  in  a  later  issue  of  the 
Evangelist.) 

Elections 

In  the  annual  elections,  Rev.  Marlin 
McCann  was  chosen  moderator-elect; 
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Sharon  Williams  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber at  large  of  GCEC;  and  Rev.  Reilly 
Smith  was  chosen  as  the  GCEC  repre- 
sentative from  the  Western  Region. 
(Those  elected  to  the  various  commis- 
sions are  named  in  the  box  in  the  right- 
hand  column  of  this  page.*) 

Rev.  McCann  (55),  pastor  of  the 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church,  is  a  graduate  of  Ashland  Uni- 


J 


Moderator-elect  Rev.  Marlin  McCann  (I.) 
new  GCEC  members  Sharon  Williams  and 
Reilly  Smith. 

versity  and  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  former  pastor  of  the  Wayne 
Heights,  Mt.  Olive,  and  Bryan  Breth- 
ren Churches.  He  also  served  as  Na- 
tional Brethren  Youth  Director  from 
1960  to  1963,  GC  moderator  in  1977, 
and  as  a  past  president  of  both  the 
Benevolent  and  World  Relief  Boards. 
Mrs.  Williams  is  a  member  and 
deaconess  of  the  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  and  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  District  Ministry  of  Christian 
Education.  She  is  a  homemaker  and 
public  school  teacher,  and  has  a 
master's  degree  in  education  from  In- 
diana University. 


Rev.  Smith,  a  1985  graduate  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  is  pas- 
tor of  the  Mulvane,  Kans.,  Brethren 
Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  and  a  past  moderator  of 
the  Midwest  District  Conference. 

Upgraded  congregations:  Two 
congregations  were  upgraded  from 
class  to  mission  congregation  by  the 
conference  upon  the  recommendation 
of  their  districts.  These  were  the 
Northview  Brethren  Life  congre- 
gation, an  Ohio  District  mission 
church  in  Springboro,  Ohio;  and 
Iglesia  Hispana  de  los  Hermanos, 
the  Hispanic  congregation  of  the 
s   Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 

Budgets 

Delegates  approved  two 
|  budgets  for  1991  totaling  over 
J  half  a  million  dollars  —  one  of 
and  these  ($19,400)  for  1991  General 
*ev-  Conference  expenses  and  the 
other  ($513,000)  for  the  National 
Office  and  Brethren  Church  Mini- 
stries. In  passing  the  Conference 
budget,  delegates  also  approved  a 
$3.00  increase  in  delegate  fees  (paid 
by  local  churches),  raising  the  fee  from 
$27  to  $30  ($25  for  conference  expen- 
ses, $5  for  travel  subsidy). 

Of  the  $513,000  budgeted  for  Na- 
tional Office/BC  Ministries,  just  over 
half  ($279,000)  is  to  come  from  Fair 
Share  Support  from  local  churches 
($35  per  Church  Growth  Index  Point). 
The  rest  is  budgeted  to  come  from 
sales  and  rentals  ($134,000);  offerings 
and  special  gifts  ($70,000);  interest 
($22,000);  and  from  fees,  registrations, 


and  reimbursed  postage  and  handling 
($8,000). 

1991  &  1992  Conferences:  Del- 
egates voted  to  set  the  1992  con- 
ference for  August  3-7,  to  be  held  at 
Ashland  University.  Next  year's  con- 
ference, also  to  be  held  at  AU,  is 
scheduled  for  August  5-9.  [j] 

Note:  General  Conference  delegates  had 
the  new  experience  this  year  of  addressing 
the  moderator  as  "Madam  Chairman."  Our 
first  lady  moderator  was  also  kind  enough 
to  respond  when  she  was  occasionally  ad- 
dressed as  "Your  Highness." 


*The  following  people  were  elected  to 
serve  as  members  of  The  Brethren 
Church  Ministries  Commissions  for  the 

1990-91  conference  year: 

Leadership  Development  —  J.  William 
Shultz,  Rev.  Roger  Stogsdill,  Tim  Eagle, 
Carolyn  Cooksey,  Jenny  Williams. 

Christian  Education  —  Ken  Van 
Duyne,  Cindy  Koontz,  Glenn  Black, 
Linda  Barr,  Jan  Eagle. 

Stewardship  —  Dr.  Dan  Lawson,  Steve 
Williams,  Tom  Stoffer,  Sandra  Ashton, 
Rev.  Larry  Baker. 

Worship  —  Dee  Keplinger,  Rev.  Fred 
Miller,  Lynne  Brady,  Rev.  Fred  Brandon, 
Rev.  Keith  Stuart 

Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  — 
Rev.  David  Oligee,  Rev.  Paul  Tinkel,  Phil 
Stump,  Rev.  Pat  Velanzon,  Steve  Huber. 

Church  Relations  —  Rev.  Ralph  Gib- 
son, Lois  Oligee,  Rev.  William  Brady, 
Rev.  Mark  Britton,  Linda  Beekley. 

Social  Responsibilities  —  Rev.  Emery 
Hurd,  Sharon  Walk,  Joyce  McBride,  Dr. 
Harold  Barnett,  Joanne  Cole. 

World  Relief  -  Rev.  David  Benshoff, 
Jean  Shank,  George  Snyder,  Rev.  Harold 
Walton,  Ken  Ingold. 


Moderator's  Address 

(continued  from  page  1 0) 
found  among  us,  we  must  walk 
together  in  unity  and  harmony  under 
the  Lordship  of  Christ.  If  the  watching 
world  views  our  God  by  observing  the 
ways  in  which  we  love  one  another  in 
the  church  (or  fail  to  do  so),  then  The 
Brethren  Church  is  in  serious  trouble 
for  ever  being  any  type  of  credible, 
authentic  example  of  discipleship  in  its 
richest  form. 

I  am  grieved  at  the  situations  that 
exist  in  some  local  churches.  God  will 
not  honor  the  Brethren  as  a  denomina- 
tion until  we  begin  to  learn  to  resolve 
conflict  in  biblical  ways. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  Leadership 


Development  Commission  assign  a 
task  force  to  work  with  David  Cook- 
sey in  developing  such  a  plan  to  sub- 
mit to  the  General  Conference 
Executive  Council  (GCEC)  for  further 
action. 

Moderator's  Invitation 
and  Challenge 

Brethren,  we  must  avoid  petty  bick- 
ering among  ourselves  and  get  on  with 
the  task  that  God  has  given  us  in  our 
local  churches  and  as  a  denomination! 
God  is  glorified  when  we  commune 
with  Him  and  then  enter  into  a  cooper- 
ative partnership  with  others  in  ac- 
complishing His  will.  But  Satan  is 
glorified  when  we  in  the  local  church 
sit  around  and  nit-pick  at  each  other 


and  every  quality  idea  that  is  pre- 
sented. 

Brethren,  if  we  as  individuals  and  as 
a  denomination  choose  abundant  life 
and  to  be  about  Christ's  business  as 
authentic  disciples  until  He  returns, 
God  will  do  significant  ministry 
through  us.  It  is  our  decision, 
Brethren.  Which  will  it  be:  life,  which 
is  synonymous  with  mediocrity  in 
ministry,  or  abundant  life,  the 
equivalent  of  pursuing  spiritual  forma- 
tion and  excellence  in  serving  our 
Lord. 

As  authentic  disciples,  let  us  chal- 
lenge the  conventional  at  every  junc- 
ture, and  may  the  Brethren  always 
choose  abundant  life. 

Thanks  be  to  God!  [f] 
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Commissioning  Service,  Challenging  Message 
Are  Highlights  of  Missionary  Board  Banquet 


The  focus  was  on  missions  Thursday 
evening  of  conference,  with  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  banquet  being  the  main 
event  of  the  evening.  (Those  who  did 
not  come  for  the  meal  were  invited  to 
come  for  the  program  that  followed.) 

Highlights  were  a  commissioning 
service  for  new  Brethren  missionary 
Sally  Bertram  and  a  message  by 
Brethren  missionary  David  Kerner. 
The  program  also  included  remarks  by 
Rev.  Toma  Ragnjiya  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Juan  Carlos  Miranda. 

Rev.  Toma  Ragnjiya,  a  student  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  was, 
before  coming  to  the  U.S.,  the  General 
Secretary  of  Ekklesiyar  'Yanuwa  a 
Nigeria  (Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Nigeria),  where  Brethren  missionaries 
served  for  many  years  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Mission.  Rev.  Toma 
brought  greetings  on  behalf  of  the 
Nigerian  Brethren  and  told  about  the 
development  of  that  church.  He  also 
challenged  The  Brethren  Church  to 
again  become  co-laborers  in  this  work. 

Dr.  Juan  Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda, 
Brethren  mission  workers  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  and  Mexico,  likewise  brought 
greetings.  Maria  highlighted  the  out- 
reach of  her  radio  ministry  in  Latin 
America,  noting  that  her  program  is 
aired  in  22  countries  over  537  stations 
approximately  800  times  per  day  to  an 
estimated  audience  of  100  million.  She 


urged  Brethren  to  keep  this  radio  pro- 
gram in  their  prayers,  saying  that  we 
must  never  forget  that  we  are  a  part  of 
this  ministry.  We  are  a  small  de- 
nominination  with  a  great  outreach, 
she  said,  adding  that  only  eternity  will 
show  the  results  of  this  radio  ministry. 
Commissioned  to  missionary  service 
during  the  program  was  Sally  Bertram, 
who  two  days  later  became  the  wife  of 
Brethren  missionary  Tom  Saunders. 
Shortly  after  their  marriage  on  August 
11,  Sally  and  Tom  traveled  to  Mexico, 
where  Tom  has  been  serving  since  last 


Sally  Bertram  and  Tom  Saunders  were 
commissioned  for  missionary  service  in 
Mexico  on  Thursday  of  conference  and 
were  married  the  following  Saturday. 


tfl 


During  the  Thursday  morning  service,  a  "Panel  on  Discipleship"  —  (I.  to  r.) 
Steve  Williams,  Bill  Shultz,  Phil  Lersch,  Dee  Keplinger,  and  Roger  Stogsdill  — 
responded  to  questions  from  Ronald  W.  Waters,  director  of  Brethren  Church  Mini- 
stries. After  reviewing  the  four  messages  on  the  conference  theme  that  were  presented 
during  the  week,  they  were  asked  to  tell  how  the  local  church  has  helped  them  become 
authentic  disciples;  to  describe  people  who  have  been  models  of  authentic  discipleship 
for  them;  and  to  suggest  ways  we  can  spur  one  another  on  to  authentic  discipleship. 


Missionary  David  Kerner  asks,  "What 
have  we  left  behind?" 

January.  The  commissioning  for  Sally 
also  provided  an  opportunity  for  a 
denominational  recommissioning  for 
Tom,  who  was  commissioned  last  fall 
at  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

The  program  concluded  with  a  mes- 
sage by  Rev.  David  Kerner,  Brethren 
missionary  to  Colombia,  South 
America.  Rev.  Kerner  asked  Brethren 
to  consider,  "What  Have  We  Left  Be- 
hind?" Using  the  passage  from  Joshua 
chapter  4  in  which  the  Israelites,  after 
crossing  the  Jordan  River,  set  up  a  pile 
of  stones  as  a  memorial  to  that  event, 
he  asked,  "What  kind  of  memorial  are 
we  piling  up  behind  us." 

Referring  to  the  rich  heritage  The 
Brethren  Church  has  received,  he 
asked  some  pointed  question  about 
what  we  are  doing  with  that  heritage. 
Brethren  historically  were  known  as 
people  of  integrity.  Are  we  known  for 
our  honesty  today?  Our  motto  has 
been  "The  Bible,  the  whole  Bible  and 
nothing  but  the  Bible."  But  do  we  read 
our  Bibles?  Brethren  proclaimed  the 
Lordship  of  Christ.  But  do  we  allow 
Jesus  to  be  Lord  of  our  lives?  Will 
people  in  years  to  come  be  able  to  say, 
"Yes,  The  Brethren  Church  was  here, 
and  because  the  Brethren  were  here, 
the  world  is  a  better  place"? 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  message, 
Rev.  Kerner  was  given  a  standing  ova- 
tion. {The  message  will  be  printed  in  a 
future  issue  of  the  Evangelist.)  \ 
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General  Conference  Report 

New  Moderator  James  Sluss  Challenges  Brethren 
To  "Show  the  Faith"  in  the  Year  Ahead 


The  1990  General  Conference  con- 
cluded with  a  challenge  by  the  newly 
installed  moderator,  Rev.  James  Sluss, 
who  will  chair  GCEC  meetings  during 
the  coming  year  and  preside  over  the 
1991  conference. 

In  his  brief  message,  Rev.  Sluss, 
pastor  of  the  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church,  announced  that  the 
theme  for  the  1991  conference  would 
be  "Show  the  Faith,"  based  on  James 
2:18b  —  "Show  me  your  faith  without 
the  works,  and  I  will  show  you  my 
faith  by  my  works."  He  also  an- 
nounced that  the  keynote  speaker  for 
next  year's  conference  would  be  Dr. 
George  Sweeting,  chancellor  of 
Moody  Bible  Institute. 

The  new  moderator  concluded  his 
remarks  by  delivering  two  specific 
challenges  —  one  to  Brethren  in- 


dividuals and  the  other 
to  Brethren  congrega- 
tions. His  challenge  to 
individuals  was  that  we 
make  spiritual  formation 
our  number  one  priority 
during  the  next  twelve 
months  —  spiritual  for- 
mation that  will  result  in 
"Showing  the  Faith." 

His  challenge  to  con- 
gregations was  that 
sometime  during  the 
coming  year  each 
church  take  a  block  of 
time  in  which  to  do  a 
focused  study  of  the 
Book  of  James,  looking 
specifically  for  that 
which  is  truly  authentic 
in  the  Christian  life,    [f] 


Incoming  Moderator  Rev.  James  Sluss  receives  the 
moderator's  gavel  and  best  wishes  from  outgoing 
Moderator  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal. 


Work  of  Brethren  Church  Commissions 
Highlighted  in  Thursday  Ministries  Forum 


A  Brethren  Church  Ministries 
Forum  was  held  Thursday  of  General 
Conference  week.  Nearly  200 
delegates  and  guests  participated  in  the 
afternoon-long  forum. 

Meeting  first  in  the  Hugo  Young 
Theatre,  participants  heard  a  five- 
minute  introduction  to  the  purpose  and 
goals  of  the  eight  ministry  commis- 
sions. They  then  had  an  opportunity  to 
select  three  of  those  commissions  for  a 
more  in-depth  look. 

During  three  45-minute  sessions, 
participants  were  briefed  in  more 


detail  on  commission  goals  and  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  commission 
during  the  past  year.  Then  in  small 
groups,  participants  had  opportunity  to 
recommend  additional  goals  and 
projects  for  action  during  1990-91. 

According  to  Ronald  W.  Waters, 
Director  of  Brethren  Church  Mini- 
stries, the  forum  will  become  an  an- 
nual event  to  allow  delegates  to  offer 
direction  to  the  commissions  and  to 
help  commission  members  stay  in 
touch  with  grass-roots  opinions  and  at- 
titudes, [t] 


During  the  Friday  morning  business  session,  59  Brethren  congregations  were 
given  certificates  of  appreciation  for  paying  their  full  "Fair  Share  "  support  to  The 
Brethren  Church  National  Office  in  1989. 


Banquet  is  Opportunity  to 
Showcase  the  Seminary 

The  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
banquet  held  Tuesday  evening  of  Con- 
ference provided  participants  an  op- 
portunity to  get  better  acquainted  with 
seminary  personnel,  to  receive  an  up- 
date on  developments  at  the  seminary, 
and  to  enjoy  a  time  of  food  and  fellow- 
ship together. 

Seminary  Vice-President  Dr.  Fred 
Finks  introduced  ATS  faculty  and  staff 
who  were  at  the  banquet,  including 
two  new  Brethren  faculty  members  — 
Dr.  David  Baker  and  Dr.  Douglas  Lit- 
tle, ATS  professors  from  other  de- 
nominations who  recently  joined  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church. 

Dr.  Finks  also  told  about  exciting 
developments  at  the  seminary,  includ- 
ing plans  to  break  ground  next  spring 
for  the  George  Solomon  memorial  ad- 
dition to  the  seminary  library. 

The  banquet  program  included  a 
brief  address  by  Rev.  Toma  Ragnjiya, 
a  seminary  student  from  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  Nigeria,  West  Africa, 
who  told  why  he  had  chosen  to  come 
to  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  to 
further  his  studies,  and  of  the  blessings 
he  has  received  from  being  at  the 
seminary.  [f] 
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Brethren  Youth  Meet  for  Worship,  Fellowship, 
Bible  Study,  and  Business  at  National  Convention 


From  August  6  to  10  the  National 
BYC  Convention  was  held  in  Ashland 
in  conjunction  with  the  General  Con- 
ference of  The  Brethren  Church.  "Be- 
ing a  Friend"  was  the  theme. 

BYC  Moderator  Mark  Ray  opened 
the  convention  on  Monday  evening 
with  his  moderator's  address.  This  was 
followed  by  the  Contemporary  Chris- 
tian Celebration,  which  was  a  fellow- 
ship time  with  Christian  music. 

Approximately  130  youth  attended 
the  convention.  In  addition  to  conduct- 
ing convention  business,  the  youth 
worshiped  together,  attended 
workshops  and  share  groups,  had 
times  of  fellowship,  studied  God's 
word,  and  participated  in  the  BYC 
Coffeehouse,  which  featured  a  sharing 
of  gifts  and  talents  by  the  youth. 

Ingathering  moneys  were  also  col- 
lected for  the  annual  project,  which 
this  year  was  the  Palo  Solo  Church  in 
Mexico  City,  Mexico.  Approximately 
$5,145.06  has  been  collected  towards 
this  project.  This  does  not  include 
proceeds  from  the  BYC-sponsored 


BYC  Moderator  Mark  Ray. 

cookout  that  was  held  on  Wednesday 
afternoon.  All  moneys  received  over 
and  above  the  expenses  of  the  cookout 
will  be  given  towards  the  national 
project. 

The  BYC  Faith  in  Action  Award 
(formerly  Moderator's  Cup)  was  pre- 
sented during  the  adult  worship  service 
on  Friday  morning.  The  winning  youth 
group  again  this  year  was  the  BYC 
from  the  Roanoke,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 


Church.  Second  place  went  to  the 
BYC  from  the  Sarver,  Pa.,  Brethren 
Church.  And  third  place  went  to  the 
BYC  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Tucson,  Ariz.  Honorable  mention 
went  to  BYC  groups  from  the 
Brethren  Church  in  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio;  the  Masontown,  Pa.,  Brethren 
Church;  and  the  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 

The  new  youth  proposal  which  will 
involve  youth  in  the  youth  ministry  of 
the  BYC  was  approved.  For  the  com- 
ing year  instead  of  having  national 
officers,  a  Steering  Committee  of  six 
was  chosen.  This  group  along  with  an 
adult  Youth  Ministry  Task  Force  will 
work  on  plans  and  programming  for 
National  BYC.  Members  of  the  Steer- 
ing Committee  for  1990-1991  are: 
Eric  Bargerhuff,  Mexico,  Ind.;  Karen 
Robins,  Tucson,  Ariz.;  Kim  Wagoner, 
Elkhart,  Ind.;  Paul  Sluss,  Roanoke, 
Ind.;  John  Howenstine,  North  Canton, 
Ohio;  and  Tim  DeLaughter,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

—  reported  by  Deb  Ritchey 


Women  Focus  on  Following  in  Jesus'  Footprints 
During  W.M.S.  Sessions  at  General  Conference 


Each  of  our  lives  is  a  parable,  Na- 
tional W.M.S.  President  Donna  Stoffer 
told  the  women  at  the  opening  W.M.S. 
session  at  General  Conference.  Our 
lives  are  not  meaningless  tales,  she 
said.  "We  Christians  are  travelers 
through  this  world,  trying  to  keep  in 
the  footprints  of  Jesus,  to  stay  in  His 
will  for  our  lives." 

She  urged  the  women  to  make  use 
of  parables  and  proverbs  to  teach  their 
children,  grandchildren,  and  others. 
She  also  challenged  them  to  make  spe- 
cial efforts  this  year  to  meet  the  goal 
of  inviting  non-members  to  W.M.S. 
meetings. 

Devotions  for  the  three  W.M.S.  ses- 
sions were  given  by  Judy  Eckerley. 
Using  the  W.M.S.  conference  theme, 
"Footprints  of  Jesus,"  she  said  that 
Christ's  footsteps  lead  us  to  servant- 
hood;  to  places  of  protection  and  res- 
toration, but  also  into  the  dark  valley 


of  death  (Ps.  23);  and  finally  to  our 
heavenly  home. 

Jean  Shank  and  Kitty  Winfield 
shared  memories  of  mission  work  in 
Nigeria,  during  the  W.M.S.  luncheon 
on  Wednesday.  Mrs.  Shank  said  that 


her  mission  years  taught  her  four  sig- 
nificant lessons:  (1)  how  to  be  happy 
with  very  little;  (2)  the  sameness  of 
people  whatever  their  culture;  (3)  God 
blesses  Christians  in  foreign  lands 
with  fruitfulness  and  enthusiasm;  and 
(4)  God's  constant  care  despite  ill- 
nesses and  dangers. 

Mrs.  Winfield  shared  memories  of 
the  birth  of  a  Nigerian  baby  in  a  mis- 


A  wedding  fashion  show  during  the  W.M.S.  luncheon  featured  some  seldom  seen  but 
highly  creative  styles. 
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sion  jeep  during  a  late-night  trip  to  a 
hospital.  She  then  speculated  on 
whether  that  child,  who  would  now  be 
21,  is  a  member  of  the  large,  vibrant, 
growing  church  that  is  now  present  in 
Nigeria,  thanks  in  part  to  the  work  of 
Brethren  missionaries  and  the  support 
of  The  Brethren  Church. 

The  Roanoke  W.M.S.  led  the  Project 
Offering  service  during  the  luncheon. 
A  total  of  $10,797  was  received, 
which  will  be  used  to  assist  the  Argen- 
tine Brethren  Church  in  funding  the 
Brethren  mission  work  of  the  Anzulo- 
vich  family  in  the  country  of  Paraguay. 

The  annual  Thank  Offering,  led  by 
the  Ashland  Garber  society,  was  re- 
ceived during  the  Thursday  session.  A 


total  of  $9,016  was  received,  which 
will  be  used  for  benevolences. 

In  the  election  of  officers,  Deanna 
Benshoff  was  chosen  the  new  national 
president.  As  president,  Mrs.  Benshoff 
is  following  in  a  family  tradition,  for 
both  her  mother,  Jessie  (Mrs.  George) 
Solomon,  and  her  mother-in-law,  Polly 
(Mrs.  W.  St.  Clair)  Benshoff,  served  in 
this  office.  Mrs.  Benshoff  is  a  member 
of  the  Louisville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Bible 
Church,  where  her  husband,  David, 
serves  as  the  pastor.  Helen  Dickson, 
Joanne  Kroft,  and  JoAnn  Seaman  were 
re-elected  to  their  respective  positions 
as  vice  president,  financial  secretary, 
and  treasurer. 

Some  changes  were  made  among 


the  appointed  officers.  After  13  years 
as  General  Secretary,  Trudy  Kemer 
stepped  down  to  the  assistant  position, 
with  Grace  Grumbling  becoming  the 
new  secretary.  Karen  Weidenhamer 
was  appointed  second  vice  president; 
and  Joan  Merrill  is  the  new  sewing 
and  World  Relief  coordinator.  Other 
appointed  officers  remain  the  same. 

The  1990-91  W.M.S.  $1,000 
scholarship  ,  which  goes  to  a  Brethren 
senior  woman  at  Ashland  University, 
will  this  year  be  divided  between  Beth 
(Naff)  Maurer  of  the  Ashland  Garber 
Brethren  Church  and  Kim  Wagoner  of 
the  Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church. 

—  Written  by  the  editor  from  Secretary 
Trudy  Kerner's  minutes. 


Continuing  Ed.,  Ordination  of  Divorced  Persons 
Among  Items  Discussed  at  Elders'  Sessions 


The  three  sessions  of  the  National 
Association  of  Brethren  Church  Elders 
during  General  Conference  were  a  mix 
of  inspiration,  fellowship,  instruction, 
and  business.  Sessions  were  opened 
with  devotional  periods  led  by  Pastor 
Russell  King  of  Masontown,  Pa. 
(Tues.),  Pastor  James  Koontz  of  Fort 
Scott,  Kans.  (Wed.),  and  Pastor  James 
Miller  of  Carmel,  Ind.  (Thurs). 

During  the  Wednesday  session,  Dr. 
Ronald  Sprunger,  associate  professor 
of  music  at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary (assisted  by  his  wife,  Linda,  at 
the  piano),  led  a  workshop  on  "Wor- 
ship: Principles,  Patterns,  Progres- 
sion," which  was  both  instructional 
and  inspirational. 

Several  decisions  of  note  were  made 
during  the  business  portions  of  the 
three  sessions: 

Acting  upon  a  recommendation 
from  the  Brethren  Church  Leadership 
Development  Commission,  the  elders 
approved  a  proposal  that  each  elder  be 
encouraged  to  complete  one  course  of 
at  least  20  classroom  hours  each  year 
in  an  accredited  graduate-level  con- 
tinuing education  program. 

Randy  Saultz,  a  seminary  student 
and  associate  pastor  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  was 
selected  to  receive  the  association's 
$500  scholarship  this  year. 

The  association  voted  to  donate 
$1,000  from  cash  reserves  to  the  semi- 
nary for  the  George  Solomon  Memo- 
rial Addition  to  the  school's  library. 


After  considerable  discussion  of  a 
"Policy  on  Ordination  of  Divorced 
Persons"  prepared  by  the  National  Or- 
dination Council,  the  elders  recom- 
mended that  elders  in  each  district 
examine  this  issue  during  the  coming 
year  and  bring  back  their  conclusions 
to  the  National  Association  at  the  1991 
General  Conference.  The  proposal  al- 
lows for  the  possibility  of  ordination  of 
a  divorced  (and  remarried)  person  fol- 
lowing careful  consideration  of  the 
person's  divorce  history,  personal  life, 
current  view  of  divorce,  and  evidence 
of  a  genuine  call  to  the  eldership. 

Rev.  Ronald  W.  Waters,  director  of 
Brethren  Church  Ministries,  informed 
the  elders  that  Mennonite  Mutual  Aid 
Association  (MMA)  is  seeking  to  en- 
force its  requirement  that  group  in- 
surance plans  have  75  percent  par- 
ticipation by  eligible  members.  Since 
the  current  level  of  participation  in  the 
Brethren  elders'  plan  is  only  about  half 


this,  MMA  is  requiring  that  the  level 
of  participation  be  increased  by  ten 
percentage  points  per  year  until  the  75 
percent  level  is  reached.  To  this  end, 
MMA  is  currently  offering  one  year 
(Aug.  1,  1990  to  July  31,  1991)  of 
open  registration,  during  which  any 
elder  may  enter  the  plan  without 
penalty  for  pre-existing  medical  condi- 
tion. (This  provides  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  any  Brethren  elder  not  in 
the  plan  to  join.) 

In  the  Thursday  session,  memorials 
were  presented  for  elders  Spencer 
Gentle  and  D.C.  White,  both  of  whom 
passed  away  in  recent  months. 

In  the  annual  election  of  officers, 
Gene  Eckerley  (pastor  of  the  Com- 
munity Brethren  Church  of 
Mishawaka,  Ind.)  was  elected  presi- 
dent; Ronald  L.  Waters  (pastor  of  the 
Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church)  was  chosen  vice-president; 
and  Gerald  Barr  (pastor  at  Sarver,  Pa.) 
and  Dan  Lawson  (pastor  at  Oakville, 
Ind.)  were  re-elected  to  their  respec- 
tive positions  as  secretary/treasurer 
and  assistant  secretary/treasurer. 


Campus  Ministry,  Prayer,  Home  Missions 
Are  Focus  of  Men  of  Mission  Sessions 


President  James  Ford  presided  over 
the  three  conference  sessions  of  the 
Brethren  Men  of  Mission  (BMOM), 
and  John  Critchfield  led  singing. 

At  the  Tuesday  session,  Dr.  Michael 
Gleason,  director  of  Religious  Life  for 
Ashland  University,  spoke  about  the 
spread  of  the  gospel  at  AU  through 
Campus  Ministry.  This  ministry  in- 


cludes three  areas  —  HOPE  Fellow- 
ship, chapel  services,  and  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Christian  Athletes.  Noting  that 
"There  are  few  Brethren  students  on 
campus,  but  they  are  of  good  quality 
and  great  leaders,"  he  introduced  three 
of  them  —  Eric  Bargerhoff,  Jeff  Gil- 
mer, and  Paul  Sluss  —  who  shared 
(continued  on  page  19) 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Midwest  District  Moderator  Calls  For 
Brethren  to  "Dwell  Together  in  Unity" 


Mulvane,  Kans.  —  Moderator  Den- 
nis Sigle  challenged  Brethren  of  the 
Midwest  District  to  "dwell  together  in 
unity"  (Psalm  133:1)  in  his  address 
during  the  opening  session  of  the  Mid- 
west District  Conference,  held  June 
22-24  at  the  Mulvane  Brethren 
Church. 

Rev.  Sigle,  pastor  of  the  Derby, 
Kans.,  Brethren  Church,  went  on  to 
note  that  he  couldn't  find  the  "gift  of 
gripe"  among  the  spiritual  gifts  listed 
in  the  Bible.  Therefore  he  encouraged 
the  Brethren  to  build  up  the  body  of 
Christ  with  love. 

Other  events  during  the  opening 
evening  of  the  conference  included  a 
humorous  skit,  "Death  of  W.M.S.," 
presented  by  the  Mulvane  women, 
and  inspirational  music  by  the  Mul- 
vane Brethren  Church  choir  and  en- 
semble. 

General   Conference  Moderator 


Mary  Ellen  Drushal  addressed  the 
conference  the  following  morning. 
Using  imaginary  3  by  5  cards,  she 
taught  an  object  lesson  about  excuses. 
First  she  instructed  her  hearers  to  list 
on  their  imaginary  cards  all  the 
reasons  why  they  couldn't  do  what 
God  has  called  them  to  do.  She  then 
reminded  them  of  God's  strength  and 
provision,  and  finally,  on  that  basis, 
told  them  to  tear  up  their  cards. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  given 
over  to  business  sessions  and 
workshops,  followed  by  a  district 
Communion  Service  during  the  eve- 
ning. The  district  pastors  and  their 
wives  served  as  deacons  and  deacon- 
esses for  this  inspiring  service,  at- 
tended by  71  Brethren. 

The  youth  held  their  district  BYC 
conference  in  conjunction  with  the 
adult  conference.  They  enjoyed  camp- 
ing   out,    games,    water    fights, 


campfires,  and  inspirational  times. 
Following  the  Communion  Service, 
they  invited  the  adults  to  join  them  for 
a  late  evening  swim. 

On  the  final  morning  of  the  con- 
ference (Sunday),  Rev.  David  Cook- 
sey,  director  of  Pastoral  Ministries, 
presented  a  message  in  which  he  said 
that  Brethren  must,  can,  and  will 
move  on  in  our  service  for  the  Lord. 
He  said  that  those  who  continually 
cause  conflict  in  the  church  must  be 
stopped,  because  they  cannot  see  the 
vision  of  The  Brethren  Church.  We 
must  live  in  harmony,  encourage  one 
another,  and  allow  Jesus  Christ  to  be 
the  Lord  of  our  churches. 

After  a  delicious  pot-luck  dinner, 
delegates  left  with  renewed  spirits, 
rekindled  commitments,  and  refresh- 
ing friendships. 

The  1991  Midwest  District  Con- 
ference will  be  held  June  28-30  at  the 
Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  Brethren  Church. 
John  Wehrman,  a  layman  in  the 
Derby  First  Brethren  Church,  will  be 
the  moderator. 
—  reported  by  Cindy  Smith,  dist.  sec. 


Fredric  Miller  Ordained  a  Brethren  Elder 
July  29  at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church 

Pineville,  Va.  —  Fredric  G. 
Miller  was  ordained  an  elder 
in  The  Brethren  Church  and 
his  wife,  Pamela,  was  con- 
secrated the  wife  of  an  elder  at 
a  service  held  Sunday,  July 
29,  at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church,  where  Miller  serves 
as  pastor. 

Dr.  Charles  Munson,  pro- 
fessor emeritus  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  de- 
livered the  ordination  mes- 
sage, "Separated  Unto  the 
Gospel  .  .  .  the  Pastor."  Dr. 
Munson,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Kent  Bennett,  also  officiated 
at  the  ordination  ceremony. 

William     Rodgers,     Jr., 
served  as  worship  leader  for 
the  service;  Odessa  Shelton, 
moderator  at  Mt.  Olive,  read  the  ac- 
tion of  the  congregation  calling  for 
Miller's  ordination;  and  Alvin  Vann, 
district  Board  of  Spiritual  Oversight 
representative,  read  the  action  of  that 
board.  Also  assisting  were  Edward 
and   Joyce    Ettinger    and    Henry 
Line  weaver  (organist). 

Gordon   and   Conjetta   Harman 
played  a  piano/violin  duet  as  an  offer- 
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Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Miller  with  Dr.  Charles  Munson  (r.) 

tory.  Special  vocal  music  was 
provided  by  David  Rawls  and  Kris 
and  Lori  Morris. 

A  carry-in  luncheon  in  honor  of  the 
Millers  followed  the  ordination  serv- 
ice. The  congregation  presented  the 
pastor  and  his  wife  a  framed  series  of 
three  prints  of  Shenandoah  Valley 
scenes  with  an  engraved  plate  com- 
memorating the  occasion. 


Fredric  Miller  was  born  April  19, 
1958,  in  Kittanning  Pa.,  the  oldest 
child  of  Fred  and  Freda  Miller.  He 
received  a  B.A.  degree  in  religious 
studies  from  Perm  State  University  in 
1980,  and  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  June 
1986. 

From  1982  to  1987  he  pas- 
tored  the  North  Bend  Church 
of  The  Brethren  in  Danville, 
Ohio.  Sensing  God's  call  back 
into  The  Brethren  Church,  he 
accepted  a  call  to  his  home 
congregation,  the  Brush  Val- 
ley Brethren  Church,  where 
he  pastored  from  July  1987  to 
July  1989.  He  began  pastor- 
ing  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church  on  July  24,  1989. 

On  August  11,  1979,  Fred 
was  married  to  Pamela 
Neiderhiser,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Neiderhiser 
of  Jones  Mills,  Pa.  Fred  and 
Pam  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
David  (8)  and  Andrew  (1). 

—  reported  by  Odessa  Shelton 

If  someone  paid  you  ten  cents  for 
every  kind  word  you  said  about  people 
and  collected  five  cents  for  each  un- 
kind word,  would  you  be  rich  or  poor? 
—  from  the  Smithville  Brethren 
Church  newsletter 
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Donald  O.  Siders  Ordained  to  Eldership 
In  June  24th  Service  at  Wabash  Church 


Wabash,  Ind.  —  Donald  O.  Siders 
was  ordained  an  elder  in  The 
Brethren  Church  June  24  at  the 
Wabash  First  Brethren  Church, 
were  he  serves  as  pastor. 

Rev.  Gene  Eckerley,  pastor  of  the 
Community  Brethren  Church  of 
Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  District 
Elder  of  the  Indiana  District, 
preached  the  message  for  the  serv- 
ice. Other  Brethren  elders  taking 
part  in  the  ordination  were  Rev. 
Fred  Snyder,  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkle, 
and  Rev.  James  Sluss. 

Also  participating  in  the  service 
were  Rev.  Fred  Siders,  the  new 
elder's  older  brother;  Tom  Snyder, 
moderator  of  the  Wabash  Church; 
and  Nancy  Snyder,  who  shared 
special  music.  A  reception  for  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Siders  was  held  by  the 
congregation  following  the  service. 

Donald  Siders  (65)  was  born  in 
Peru,  Ind.,  and  is  a  graduate  of  La- 
Fontaine  High  School  near  Wabash, 
Ind.  He  served  eight  years  in  the  Navy 
and  spent  many  years  in  secular 
work,  retiring  in  1988  as  quality  man- 
ager at  Swingline,  Inc.,  of  Wabash. 

He  began  preaching  in  1970  and 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  O.  Siders,  with  their 
grandson  Nathanael. 

filled  pulpits  in  the  Presbyterian, 
Evangelical  Methodist,  Nazarene, 
and  United  Methodist  churches.  In 
1982  he  attended  a  lay  preachers  in- 
stitute of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  began  pastoring  the  Wabash  First 
Brethren  Church  in  April  1988. 

Rev.  Siders  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
have  three  grown  children. 


Fire  Damages  Vanator  Hall 
At  Sarasota  First  Brethren 

Sarasota,  Fla.  —  Vanator  Hall  of  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church  was 
damaged  August  27  by  an  early  morn- 
ing fire,  according  to  Rev.  Dan  Gray, 
pastor  of  the  church. 

The  fire  was  confined  to  a  storage 
closet,  but  it  did  extensive  damage  to 
that  area  and  smoke  damage  to  the 
entire  building.  The  suspected  cause 
of  the  blaze  was  a  fault  in  the  electri- 
cal system. 

Even  though  the  building  is  still 
structurally  sound,  it  cannot  be  used 
until  repairs  are  made.  Repairs 
known  to  be  needed  include  electrical, 
wall,  door,  and  floor  replacement  in 
the  front  section;  major  cleaning  of 
the  back  section;  and  some  repair  of 
duct  work  and  the  air  conditioning 
system. 

The  hall  contains  Sunday  school 
classrooms  and  an  auditorium,  the 
latter  being  used  for  worship  services 
by  Iglesia  Hispana  de  los  Hermanos 
(newly  recognized  by  General  Con- 
ference as  a  Hispanic  mission  con- 
gregation). The  Sarasota  Church  is 
looking  at  the  possibility  of  renting 
portable  classroom  units  until  the 
building  can  be  repaired. 


Men  of  Mission 

(continued  from  page  1 7) 
their  testimonies  and  told  how  they 
were  working  on  campus  to  help  win 
individuals  to  Christ. 

Rev.  Gerald  Barr,  pastor  of  the 
Brethren  Home  Mission  Church  at 
Sarver,  Pa.,  also  spoke  Tuesday.  He 
said  that  Christians  and  the  church 
are  in  spiritual  warfare,  under  attack 
by  the  powers  of  Satan.  He  empha- 
sized the  importance  of  prayer  in  this 
struggle,  stating,  "We  need  to  be  a 
MOM  and  POP  operation  [Men  of 
Mission  and  People  of  Prayer]." 

Dr.  Dale  Stoffer,  pastor  of  Smoky 
Row  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  spoke  during  the  Wednesday 
session  about  the  construction  this 
summer  of  an  addition  to  the  Smoky 
Row  Church  building  and  the  part 
Brethren  volunteers  had  in  this  work 
through  the  Brethren  Construction 
Fellowship.  Pastor  Stoffer  noted  that 
45  volunteers  helped  with  construc- 
tion of  the  addition  during  a  six- week 
period,  saving  the  church  from 
$30,000  to  $40,000  in  building  costs. 

At  the  Thursday  session,  Rev.  Rus- 
sell Gordon,  director  of  Brethren 
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Home  Missions,  used  various  pas- 
sages in  the  Book  of  Acts  to  show  how 
the  early  church  grew  and  to  il- 
lustrate principles  of  church  growth. 
He  noted  that  much  of  the  increase  in 
morning  worship  attendance  in  The 
Brethren  Church  during  the  past  40 
years  has  come  in  the  new  churches. 
But  he  added  that  established,  ex- 
perienced churches  are  needed  to  hold 
the  denomination  together.  He  urged 
the  men  to  join  Growth  Partners  and 
to  encourage  others  to  join. 

In  addition  to  being  inspired  and 
challenged  by  these  speakers,  the 
Men  of  Mission  cared  for  the  business 
of  their  national  organization.  A 
proposed  budget  of  $2,454  was  ac- 
cepted, which  includes  $804  for 
general  expenses  and  $1,650  for  spe- 
cial projects  ($1,000  for  the  ATS 
Brethren  Student  Scholarship;  $500 
for  the  Brethren  Publications/Home 
Missions  Endowment  Fund;  and  $150 
for  Campus  Ministry).  Last  year's 
goals  were  adopted  for  another  year. 

One  business  item  that  brought 
considerable  interest  was  how  a 
$20,093.95  bequest  from  the  Carpen- 
ter Estate  should  be  used.  After  much 
discussion,  the  men  decided  to  leave 


the  money  in  the  Missionary  Board's 
Revolving  Fund  during  the  1990-91 
Conference  year,  with  the  interest  to 
be  used  as  determined  by  the  BMOM 
national  executive  committee. 

The  men  adopted  a  new  logo  and  II 
Timothy  2:15  as  their  motto:  "Study 
to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth." 

Officers  for  1990-91  are  Ken  Van 
Duyne,  president;  Dorman  Ronk, 
president-elect;  Gene  Geaslen,  sec- 
retary; and  Bruce  Gorrell,  treasurer. 

In  addition  to  their  three  regular 
sessions,  the  men  sponsored  a  picnic 
at  noon  on  Wednesday  attended  by 
approximately  155  pastors,  laymen, 
and  boys.  Following  the  picnic,  Rev. 
Bob  Westfall,  pastor  of  the  Pleasant 
Hill,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church, 
spoke  on  three  characteristics  of  an 
authentic  disciple  —  (1)  abiding  in 
Christ,  which  requires  spending  time 
studying  His  word  and  communing 
with  Him  in  prayer;  (2)  abiding  in  His 
love  and  holding  one  another  account- 
able for  this  love;  and  (3)  bearing  fruit. 

—  Written  by  the  editor  from  Secretary  Robert 
D.  Crowe 's  minutes. 
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Rev.  Buck  Garrett,  pastor  of  the 
Bradenton,  Fla.,  Brethren  Church,  was  one 
of  two  men  who  rescued  two  young  girls 
caught  in  an  undertow  in  water  off  Coquina 
Beach,  Fla.  A  letter  from  the  family  ap- 
peared in  a  local  newspaper  thanking  the 
men  for  risking  their  lives  to  save  the  girls. 

A  wall  hanging  made  by  the  Loving 
Hands  Sewing  Group  of  the  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.,  Brethren  Church  won  a  first-place 
ribbon  in  the  Wyoming  Centennial  Quilt 
Show  July  7-21,  and  the  sewing  group  re- 
ceived a  certificate  of  award.  Frances  John- 
son and  Alice  Tharp  co-chair  the  group. 

The  Men  of  Mission  of  the  Falls  City, 
Neb.,  First  Brethen  Church  presented  a 
public  service  on  July  8,  while  the  pastor 
was  on  vacation.  The  men  read  scripture, 
offered  the  prayers,  gave  the  announce- 
ments, and  formed  an  all-men's  choir  that 
presented  special  music. 

Dr.  Donald  A.  McGavran,  known  as  the 
founder  of  the  Church  Growth  Movement 
and  founding  dean  of  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary's  School  of  World  Mission,  died 
in  Altadena,  Calif.,  on  July  10.  He  was  92. 


Evangelist  Cassettes  Available 

The  articles  in  the  Evangelist  are 
now  available  on  audio-cassette.  Any 
sight-impaired  person  desiring  to 
receive  sound  recordings  of  each 
issue  should  send  his/her  name  and 
address  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist, 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  charge 
for  this  service. 


In  Memory 

Harry  (Ed)  Ingles,  74,  July  30.  Faithful  member 
for  31  years  of  the  Oak  Hill  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  William  Skeldon. 
Lulu  Mae  Shipman,  69,  July  22.  Member  of  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor Ken  Sullivan. 

Myra  Gale  Stuckman,  94,  July  14.  Former 
member  of  the  Nappanee  First  Brethren  Church 
and  the  Papago  Park  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Rev.  H.  Francis  Berkshire. 
Jessie  Klingensmith,  70,  July  1 3.  Member  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor R.  Keith  Hensley. 


Merrill  Robbins,  72,  July  12.  Member  of  the 
Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 

Gordon  Jenks,  78,  July  9.  Member  for  62  years 
of  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church,  where  he 
served  as  an  usher  and  was  active  in  the  Win-A- 
Couple  Sunday  school  class.  Services  by  Pastor 
Timothy  P.  Garner. 

Lillian  M.  Orvis,  73,  July  7.  Member  of  the 
Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 

James  Cariss,  55,  July  5.  Member  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor R.  Keith  Hensley. 

Rev.  David  Clark  White,  105,  July  1.  Rev. 
White  was,  until  his  death,  the  oldest  ordained 
elder  in  The  Brethren  Church.  He  was  born  July 
22,  1884,  in 
Tyrone,  Pa.  He  i 
was  ordained  an  \ 
elder  in  The 
Brethren  Church 
in  1935  at  the  age 
of  51,  after  a  num- 
ber of  years  in 
secular  work.  He 
was  a  1935  grad- 
uate of  the  Bible 
Institute  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  then 
attended  the  New 
York  School  of  „  _,  _  „_ .  .  ,„,, 
Theology.  He  Rev.  D.C  Wh«e  in  a  1966 
pastored  the  P^tograph. 
Jones  Mills  (Valley)  and  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
Brethren  Churches  concurrently  (1933-41);  the 
St.  James,  Md.,  and  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Brethren 
Churches  concurrently  (1941-46);  and  the  Mill- 
edgeville, 111.,  Brethren  Church  (1946-52).  In  the 
years  after  1952  he  served  several  Brethren 
churches  on  an  interim  basis,  the  last  in  1976-77, 
when  he  was  92  years  old.  He  regularly  taught  an 
adult  Sunday  school  class  at  the  Berlin,  Pa., 
Brethren  Church  until  he  was  96  years  of  age. 
Rev.  White  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife, 
the  former  Mary  Buckman  (whom  he  married  in 
1905),  and  two  of  their  three  children.  He  is 
survived  by  a  son,  D.  Clark,  Jr.,  and  numerous 
grandchildren  to  the  fifth  generation.  His  funeral 
service  was  held  at  the  Deaner  Funeral  Home  in 
Berlin,  with  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Mills  officiating. 
Imogene  V.  Gaebler,  72,  June  27.  Member  of 
the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren  Church 
where  she  was  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and 
W.M.S.  member.  Services  by  Pastor  Marlin  Mc- 
Cann  and  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel. 
Arthur  D.  Beckner,  85,  June  14.  Member  of  the 
Flora  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor 
Alvin  Grumbling. 

Rose  Raver,  79,  May  28.  Member  of  the  Wabash 
First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor 
Donald  Siders  and  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel. 
Elizabeth  Mae  Werner,  77,  May  23.  Member 
of  the  Main  Street  Brethren  Church  of  Mey- 
ersdale,  Pa.  She  was  an  active  member  and  of- 
ficer until  her  death  of  the  church,  Sunday  school, 
and  W.M.S.  Services  by  Pastor  Robert  Stahl. 
Vera  Carpenter,  90,  May  1 3.  Oldest  member  at 
the  time  of  her  death  of  the  Wabash  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  she  was  also  an  active  W.M.S. 
member.  Services  by  Pastor  Donald  Siders  and 
Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel. 
Mattie  Barnhart,  94,  May  10.  Charter  member 


of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Pastor  Dan  Gray  and  Dr.  J.D.  Hamel. 
Harold  Gooch,  61,  May  5.  Member  for  ap- 
proximately 18  years  of  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Dr.  J.D.  Hamel  and 
Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon. 

Ethel  Franklin,  70,  May  4.  Member  of  the  Mill- 
edgeville Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor 
Ken  Sullivan. 

Arnold  Raver,  80,  February  27.  Member  of  the 
Wabash  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor Donald  Siders  and  Rev.  Arthur  Tinkel. 
Suzanne  Lindsey,  82,  January  23.  Member  for 
1 3  years  of  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastors  Kenneth  Solomon  and  Dan 
Gray. 

Weddings 

Kelli  Walters  to  Ray  Breininger,  July  28,  at  the 
Bryan  First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Mark  Brit- 
ton  officiating.  Members  of  the  Bryan  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Pauline  Tucker  to  Warren  Hardin,  July  2,  at 
the  Wabash  First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor 
Donald  Siders  officiating.  Groom  a  member  of 
the  Wabash  First  Brethren  Church. 
Christa  Bostater  to  Lynn  Hancock,  June  30,  at 
the  Bryan  First  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Fred 
Brandon  officiating.  Groom  a  member  of  the 
Bryan  First  Brethren  Church. 
Linda  Sue  Van  Duyne  to  Troy  Wayne  Gates, 
June  23,  in  Argos,  Ind.  Bride  a  member  of  the 
Tiosa  Brethren  Church. 

Melissa  Rehak  to  Jeff  Bradley  Gr  instead.  June 
16,  at  the  Wabash  First  Brethren  Church;  Rev. 
Fredrick  Snyder  officiating. 
Melissa  S.  White  to  Gary  A.  Wagner,  June  8, 
at  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  George  C. 
Brown  officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Tiosa 
Brethren  Church. 

Laurie  Parks  to  Ken  Koyman,  June  2,  at  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Ken  Sul- 
livan officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Mill- 
edgeville Brethren  Church. 
Lori  Watson  to  Curtis  Lundburg,  March  28,  at 
the  Wabash  First  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Arthur 
Tinkel  officiating. 

Goldenaires 

Paul  and  Marietta  Scott,  50th,  June  28.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church. 
Margaret  and  Samuel  Hinkle,  Jr.,  50th,  June 
20.  Members  and  deacon  and  deaconess  at  the 
Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church. 
Don  and  Lorine  Morgan,  50th,  June  1.  Mrs. 
Morgan  a  member  of  the  Tiosa  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Valley:  2  by  baptism 
Wabash:  3  by  transfer 
Warsaw:  3  by  baptism 
Sarasota:  2  by  baptism 
Tiosa:  8  by  baptism,  6  by  transfer 
Oak  Hill:  3  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 
Ardmore:  1  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 
Jefferson:  10  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 
New  Lebanon:  1  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 
Brighton  Chapel:  3  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 
Elkhart:  5  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer,  1  by  re- 
instatement 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

A  TEACHER  AND  GUIDE  FOR  ALL  TIMES 

In  this  world  it  can  be  very  difficult  to  know  what  is  the  smart  or  wise  thing  to  do. 
There  are  many  new  ideas,  new  ways  to  do  things,  and  new  machines.  Changes 
happen  every  day.  It  can  be  very  exciting,  but  it  can  also  be  very  confusing. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  whom  we  read  about  in  the  Bible,  was  worried  about  some 
people  called  the  Colossians,  because  they,  too,  lived  in  a  time  when  they  were  con- 
fused by  the  changes  around  them  and  by  the  ideas  of  other  people.  Some  people  were 
even  teaching  things  in  the  church  that  were  not  true  or  wise,  and  which  were  not  God's 
way  at  all.  As  a  result,  the  Colossians  didn't  know  what  to  think  or  believe. 

So  Paul  wrote  them  a  letter  saying,  "Let  me  tell  you  how  hard  I  have  worked  for  you 
....  I  do  this  in  order  that  [you]  may  be  filled  with  courage  and  may  be  drawn  together  in 
love,  and  so  have  the  full  wealth  of  assurance  which  true  understanding  brings.  In  this 
way  [you]  will  know  God's  secret,  which  is  Christ  himself.  He  is  the  key  that  opens  all  the 
hidden  treasures  of  God's  wisdom  and  knowledge"  (Col.  2:1-3,  tev). 

In  a  way,  Paul  could  have  written  this  letter  to  us.  True  wisdom  is  not  found  in  daily 
newspapers;  or  in  what  others  say  is  true;  or  from  knowing  a  great  number  of  facts.  True 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  as  Paul  told  the  Colossians,  come  through  knowing  Jesus. 
When  we  have  a  close  relationship  with  Jesus,  we  know  what  is  good,  right,  and  true. 
We  are  able  to  see  those  things  that  are  empty,  false,  and  worthless  for  wha+  they  are. 
We  won't  be  tricked  into  searching  for  false  treasure,  because  we  will  have  the  key  to 
the  real  riches  of  God's  wisdom. 

As  Christians,  we  count  on  Jesus  to  be  our  teacher  and  guide  no  matter  who  we  are 
or  where  we  live.  Take  time  to  read  the  short  letter  of  Colossians  in  your  Bible  with  a 
grown-up  in  your  family,  so  that  you  can  learn  more  about  Jesus. 


MATCHING 

Read  each  verse  below  in  a  Good  News 
Bible.  Then  match  the  reference  for  that  verse 
with  one  or  more  of  the  "learning''  words  listed 
below  which  you  find  in  that  verse.  The  last  one 
is  done  for  you. 


Colossians  1 :9 
Colossians  1 :28 
Colossians  2:8 
Colossians  3:10 
Colossians  3:16 
Colossians  4:5 


understanding 
teachings 


wise 


knowledge 

wisdom 

teach 


THINGS  TO  REMEMBER 

The  person  at  the  right  has  an 
extra-large 
head  so 
that  you 
can  write 
things  on 
his  fore- 
head that 
are  good  to 
"keep  in 
mind."  Two 
ideas  have 
already 
been  writ- 
ten in. 
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The  Ministry  of  Discipleship: 

Helping  Brethren  Become 
More  Like  Christ 


OUR  1990  General  Conference 
theme  was  "Be  Authentic 
Disciples."  Throughout  the  past 
year,  Moderator  Mary  Ellen 
Drushal  has  emphasized  the  im- 
portance of  each  member  and 
friend  of  The  Brethren  Church 
growing  in  Christian  maturity. 
That  happens  by  abiding  in  the 
Vine  —  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

When  the  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office  was  reorganized  last 
January,  two  ministries  were 
identified  as  historic  emphases  of 
The  Brethren  Church:  the  minis- 
try of  outreach  (see  February 
1990  issue  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist) and  the  ministry  of  dis- 
cipleship. 

Four  commissions  were  formed 
to  pursue  specific  aspects  of  dis- 
cipleship. Following  is  a  sum- 
mary of  the  work  and  plans  of 
these  commissions. 

Leadership  Development 

Purpose:  To  seek  out  and  equip 
persons  on  behalf  of  the  denom- 
ination who  are  called  and  gifted 
for  leadership. 

This  commission  is  endeavoring 
to  identify  persons  whom  God  is 
calling  to  vocational  ministry  and 
to  strengthen  those  who  have  al- 
ready accepted  a  call  to  a  leader- 
ship role. 

The  Summer  Crusader  pro- 
gram was  immediately  assigned 
to  this  commission.  The  emphasis 
of  this  program  has  always  been 
on  helping  young  people  ascer- 
tain God's  call  to  ministry  by 
providing  them  an  opportunity  to 
experience  ministry  first  hand.  A 
task  force  has  been  formed  to 
review  and  evaluate  the  program 


By  Ronald  W.  Waters,  Director  of 
Brethren  Church  Ministries 


and  make  recommendations. 

The  commission  is  also  study- 
ing possibilities  for  sponsoring 
short-term  ministry  opportunities 
and  work  teams  for  one  to  two 
weeks  of  service.  More  informa- 
tion will  be  released  as  it  becomes 
available. 

The  commission  has  formed 
two  other  task  forces.  The  pas- 
toral care  task  force  will  work 
closely  with  David  Cooksey, 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries,  to 
encourage  pastors  and  to  identify 
ways  to  improve  pastoral/con- 
gregational relations.  A  task  force 
on  retired  pastors  will  be  con- 
sidering guidelines  for  the  Super- 
annuated Ministers'  Fund  and 
ways  to  draw  on  the  rich  ex- 
perience of  retired  elders. 

The  commission  is  urging 
present  pastors  to  avail  them- 
selves of  continuing  edu- 
cation opportunities  to  im- 
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prove  their  pastoral  skills. 
They  recommend  comple- 
tion of  at  least  two  con- 
tinuing education  units  of 
work  each  year.  Churches  should 
encourage  their  pastors  in  this 
pursuit  by  budgeting  funds  for 
continuing  education. 

Christian  Education 

Purpose:  To  develop  Christian 
commitment  through  education, 
discipleship,  and  nurture  for  all 
persons  involved  in  Brethren 
churches. 

Perhaps  no  other  commission 
has  a  more  direct  relationship  to 


discipleship  than  the  Christian 
Education  Commission.  It  works 
with  broad  topics  of  Christian 
education  as  well  as  specific  age- 
level  concerns. 

The  commission  is  working 
closely  with  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  on  a 
joint  video! 
curriculum  for  I  E 

use  in  Sunday  I 
school  classes,  I  w 

Bible  studies, 
and  share 
groups.  The  first  of  six  courses, 
Theology  for  Life,  features  Dr. 
Jerry  Flora  and  will  be  released 
by  January  1,  1991. 

A  teacher  training  initiative  is 
in  the  final  developmental  stages. 
The  program  will  be  designed  for 
use  in  the  local  church  and  will 
include  a  self-evaluation  tool; 
recommended  reading  materials, 
films,  and  videotapes;  listings  of 
resource  persons  and  programs; 
and  redistribution  of  the  cur- 
riculum evaluation  tool  released 
previously. 

Through  a  youth  ministry  task 
force,  the  commission  oversees 
the  National  BYC  and  the  youth 
ministry  in  general.  Presently 
National  BYC  is  undergoing  re- 
organization that  features  a 
youth-elected  steering  committee 
in  place  of  specific  officers.  The 
task  force  and  the  steering  com- 
mittee will  be  evaluating  the  for- 
mat of  the  annual  National  BYC 
Convention  and  recommending 
enhancements  to  that  program. 

Other  commission  priorities  in- 
clude promoting  Walk  Through 
the  Bible  seminars;  providing  a 
spiritual  disciplined  retreat  ex- 
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perience  in  1991;  developing  a 
recommended  camp  curriculum; 
and  creating  a  multi-faceted  net- 
work for  Christian  education 


resources. 

Stewardship 

Purpose:  To  provide  education 
and  guidelines  in  all  areas  of 
biblical  stewardship. 

When  we  think  of  stewardship, 
we  usually  think  of  money  and 
giving.  Certainly  that  is  part  of 
stewardship,  but  only  a  part. 
Stewardship  focuses  on  how  we 
use  all  the  resources  God  has 
given  us  —  material,  physical, 
and  spiritual. 

Last  spring  the  commission 
conducted  a  financial  steward- 
ship survey  in  local  churches. 
Over  half  of  all  Brethren  con- 
gregations took  part  (69),  with 
1,941  individual  surveys  com- 
pleted —  accounting  for  nearly 
one-fifth  of  all  who  worship  in 
Brethren  churches  on  a  given 
Sunday.  The  commission  is 
studying  the  results  of  this  sur- 
vey and  will  use  the  information 
learned  to  design  specific  pro- 
gramming in  this  area.  An  article 
on  general  survey  results  is 
planned  for  the  November  issue 
of  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Commission  member  Steve  Wil- 
liams has  prepared  a  series  of  in- 
formative articles  on  wills  and 
estate  planning.  The  first  article 
appeared  in  the  June  Evangelist, 


the  second  in  July,  and  the  final 
installment  is  in  this  issue. 

To  assist  pastors  in  promoting 
good  stewardship  in  a  humorous 
way,  former  commission  member 
Amanda  Moore  prepared  a  15- 
page  booklet  of  reproducible  car- 
toons (see  below,  left)  from  past 
issues  of  Leadership  journal. 
Copies  were  distributed  at 
General  Conference.  Pastors  have 
permission  to  reproduce  these  in 
newsletters  and  other  publicity. 

To  help  youth  develop  an  un- 
derstanding of  stewardship,  the 
commission  sponsored  workshops 
at  the  1990  National  BYC  Con- 
vention. 

Future  plans  call  for  efforts  to 
promote  the  study  and  use  of 
spiritual  gifts  by  local  church 
members. 

Worship 

Purpose:  To  inspire  meaning- 
ful, appropriate  worship  of  the 
triune  God  in  public  and  in 
private. 

The  Worship  Commission  is 
widely  known  for  its  work  in 
planning  General  Conference 
worship  services.  The  services  at 
the  1990  Conference  were  well 
received  and  served  as  models  for 
pastors  and  worship  leaders  in 
local  churches. 

However,  this  commission 
desires  also  to  promote  improved 
worship  in  local  churches. 

Toward  that  end,  the  commis- 
sion sponsored  a  worship  work- 
shop for  pastors  during  one  of  the 
sessions  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Brethren  Church  Elders 
during  General  Conference.  Dr. 
Ron  Sprunger,  associate  profes- 
sor of  music  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  led  the  workshop. 
The  commission  also  sponsored 
worship  workshops  as  part  of  the 
National  BYC  Convention. 

Because  the  top  priority  that 
surfaced  at  the  1989  Denomina- 
tional Planning  Retreat  was  the 
need  for  spiritual  formation,  the 
commission  (in  cooperation  with 
GCEC  and  the  Christian  Educa- 
tion Commission)  asked  Dr.  Jerry 


Ministry  of  Discipleship 


Flora  to  develop  a  quarter-long 
course  on  developing  a  personal 
devotional  life.  Spiritual  Forma- 
tion: A  Personal  Walk  Toward 
Emmaus  was  developed  by  Dr. 
Flora  with  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
Mary  Ellen  Drushal. 

Each  church  received  a  com- 
plimentary copy  of  this  study  at 
General  Conference  or  by  mail 
afterward.  It  is  designed  as  a 
"wrap-around  course,"  using  a 
previously  published  textbook 
with  teaching  and  student 
materials  designed  by  and  for 
Brethren  people.  Additional 
copies  are  available  from  The 
Brethren  Church  for  $10.00  un- 
bound or  $19.95  in  a  handsome 
three-ring  binder  and  including  a 
copy  of  the  student  textbook. 


Commission  members  Keith 
Stuart  and  Dee  Keplinger  also 
produced  two  IdeaSheets  on 
public  and  private  worship  that 
were  distributed  through  Leader- 
ship Letter. 

Summary 

Your  financial  support  of  The 
Brethren  Church  Ministries  this 
month  and  throughout  the  year 
makes  possible  the  work  of  these 
commissions.  We  are  committed 
to  developing  tools  and  resources 
that  will  enhance  your  personal 
growth  in  discipleship  and  assist 
your  local  church  in  furthering 
your  growth.  Thank  you  for  your 
generous  support  this  month,    [f] 
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What   is 

Discipleship? 

It  is  more  than  walking  an  aisle  or  accepting  Jesus  as  personal  Savior! 

Discipleship  is  a  lifelong  pursuit  of  growing  in  spiritual  maturity  —  of 
being  day-by-day  more  like  Jesus  Christ  and  making  Him  Lord  and  Master  of 
our  lives. 

Discipleship  happens  in  our  daily  living 

—  in  sharing  with  a  friend 

—  in  small  group  relationships 

—  in  corporate  worship 

—  in  Sunday  school  classes  and  Bible  studies. 

And  our  growth  in  discipleship  is  demonstrated  in  daily  living 
—  in  how  we  give  of  our  financial  resources 
—  in  what  we  do  with  our  time  and  abilities 

—  in  how  we  worship  personally  and  together  as  a  church 

—  in  how  we  respond  to  God's  call  on  our  lives  to  ministry 

—  in  how  and  what  we  teach  others  about  Him. 

The  Brethren  Church  National  Office  is  committed 
to  furthering  the  growth  in  discipleship  of  Brethren  people. 


Four  commissions  —  Leadership  Develop- 
ment, Christian  Education,  Stewardship,  and 
Worship  —  work  throughout  the  year  with  the 
goal  of  providing  tools  and  resources  to  help  you 
grow  as  a  disciple  and  to  help  your  church  help 
you  toward  maturity  as  a  believer. 

Your  support  this  month  will  help  us  help  you. 

Give  generously  through  your  local  church 
(mark  your  gift  for  Brethren  Church  Discipleship 
Ministry)  or  send  a  check  to: 


The  Brethren  Church,  Inc. 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 
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Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Taking  the  Plunge 


HEADS  WERE  NODDING  in  the 
sleepy  Mexico  City  church,  as 
the  adult  Sunday  school  lesson 
coasted  to  a  close.  The  sounds  of  traf- 
fic noise,  people  whispering,  and  feet 
scraping  on  the  cement  floor  —  com- 
bined with  the  well-meaning 
monotone  of  the  teacher  —  created  a 
drowsy  atmosphere. 

An  amazing  transformation 

Then  an  amazing  transformation 
took  place.  Sixteen  college-age  young 
people  from  the  United  States  entered 
the  sanctuary.  As  they  swished  past  on 
their  way  to  the  front  of  the  building, 
they  brought  a  burst  of  youthful  en- 
ergy to  the  place. 

The  pastor  introduced  the  North 
American  short-term  missionaries  to 
the  congregation,  saying  that  they  had 
been  invited  to  conduct  morning  wor- 
ship that  day.  Church  attenders  sud- 
denly sat  up  in  their  pews  and  ex- 
pectantly eyed  the  visitors. 

To  start  off,  the  North  Americans 
belted  out  an  exuberant  Spanish 
chorus,  which  seemed  to  inject  50,000 
watts  of  fresh  spiritual  power  into  the 
sanctuary.  Then  two  members  of  the 
team  gave  their  personal  testimonies. 
Others  did  evangelistic  skits,  and  the 
entire  team  sang  several  more  num- 
bers. 

Throughout  the  service,  many  of  the 
North  Americans  spoke  only  broken 
Spanish,  but  you  had  the  feeling  that 
deep  communication  was  taking  place 
—  smile-to-smile,  heart-to-heart, 
spirit-to  spirit. 

After  the  service,  Mexican  believers 


and  North  American  missionaries 
hung  around  to  visit  and  exchange 
abrazos  (hugs).  I  came  away  from  that 
service  reminded  of  the  immense 
value  of  cross-cultural  Christian  min- 
istry. Both  the  "ministers"  and  the 
"ministered-to"  are  enriched  by  the 
experience. 

Have  you  ever  done  a  short-term 
missionary  outreach  to  another 
country  or  culture?  If  not,  would  you 
ever  consider  doing  so? 

Missions  specialists  describe  a  new 
trend:  increasing  numbers  of  U.S. 
Christians  —  working  through  their 
churches  or  missions  agencies  —  are 
using  their  normal  vacation  of  one, 
two,  or  three  weeks  to  join  national 
believers  in  some  kind  of  work  or 
evangelism  project. 

Other  programs  allow  participants 
the  choice  of  staying  either  the  sum- 
mer (such  as  The  Brethren  Church's 
Summer  Crusader  program)  or  much 
longer. 

Vacationing  with  a  purpose 

Even  U.S.  popular  culture  is  ap- 
parently getting  hooked  on  the  idea  of 
"vacationing  with  a  purpose."  A  new 
journal  publicizes  just  such  oppor- 
tunities, particularly  for  the  affluent 
"Baby  Boomers"  (those  born  between 
1946  and  1964). 

So  we  Christians  have  even  more 
reason  to  consider  an  overseas  or 
cross-cultural  experience.  After  all,  we 
have  Christ's  love  and  something  eter- 
nal to  share.  (By  the  way,  it  is  also 
permitted  to  have  a  little  fun  on  a 
short-term  missionary  trip!) 


I've  always  regretted  not  having 
taken  a  short-term  mission  trip  during 
my  college  years.  Instead,  I  wanted  to 
make  some  bucks  to  pay  tuition:  a 
sensible  move. 

But  maybe  my  decision  was  too 
sensible,  too  methodical.  God  would 
have  eventually  provided,  even  if  it 
had  meant  a  little  more  sacrifice  on 
my  part.  But  the  lost  wealth  of  a  cross- 
cultural  Christian  experience  cannot 
be  measured. 

Having  said  that,  I  hasten  to  add  that 
cross-cultural  Christian  outreach  isn't 
for  everyone.  If  going  to  Taco  Bell  is 
too  much  of  a  foreign  experience  for 
you,  think  twice  before  leaving  home. 

Or  if  you  think  your  personal  or 
spiritual  problems  will  disappear  over- 
seas, think  again.  Quite  likely  prob- 
lems of  this  nature  will  only  grow 
larger  in  a  foreign  setting. 

And  if  you  think  it's  not  important 
to  tell  people  about  Jesus,  or  if  your 
idea  of  a  quiet  time  is  watching  "To- 
tally Hidden  Video"  in  an  undisturbed 
room,  missions  is  probably  not  for 
you. 

But  if  the  idea  of  serving  God  for  a 
week  or  a  lifetime  in  a  foreign  culture 
appeals  to  you,  then  maybe  God  is 
tossing  some  very  clear  hints  that  mis- 
sions is  for  you. 

Cultivate  your  inclination 

Of  course,  you  must  cultivate  your 
inclination  towards  missions.  One  of 
the  best  places  for  that  is  at 
InterVarsity's  Urbana  missions  con- 
gress. {For  information  about  the  next 
Urbana  congress,  December  27-31, 
1990,  write  InterVarsity  Christian 
Fellowship,  6400  Schroeder  Road, 
P.O.  Box  7895,  Madison,  WI  53707- 
7895.  Or  call  the  Urbana  hotline: 
608-274-7995.) 

You  can  also  read  appropriate  mis- 
sions books,  such  as  David  Bryant's 
In  The  Gap  or  Paul  Borthwick's  A 
Mind  for  Missions. 

Pastors,  encourage  your  missions- 
minded  young  people.  Parents,  don't 
stifle  your  college-age  child's  desire 
to  serve  overseas.  Better  yet,  pastors 
and  parents,  investigate  going  on  a 
short-term  missions  trip  yourselves! 

After  all  is  said  and  written,  the  time 
may  come  when  you  too  will  take  the 
plunge  into  short-term  or  career  mis- 
sions service.  [|] 
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EVANGELICAL  Christians  are 
used  to  regarding  their  salva- 
tion as  an  event  completed  in  the 
past.  They  often  think  of  it  as 
equivalent  to  their  conversion  ex- 
perience. 

Salvation  certainly  has  a  past 
aspect.  Christ's  life,  death,  and 
resurrection  composed  a  once-for- 
all  event  that  accomplished  the 
salvation  of  all  believers.  That  sal- 
vation became  effective  in  the  lives 
of  individual  believers  as  they 
responded  to  God's  offered  salva- 
tion in  repentance  and  faith. 

A  word  with  three  tenses. 

Salvation,  however,  is  a  word 
with  three  tenses.  As  the  Centen- 
nial Statement  expresses  it,  "Sal- 
vation is  both  an  event  and  a 
process:  it  is  an  accomplished  fact, 
a  continuing  walk,  and  a  future 
hope."1 

The  Greek  word  for  "salvation" 
in  the  New  Testament  is  soteria. 

xThe  Brethren  Church,  A  Centennial 
Statement  (Ashland,  OH:  Brethren 
Publishing  Company,  1984),  p.  3. 

Mrs.  Colijn  is  a  member  of  the 
Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  She  has  a  Ph.D.  de- 
gree in  English  from  Cornell  Univer- 
sity; writes  computer-based  training 
courses  for  Goal  Systems  International, 
Inc.;  and  is  taking  course  work  at  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  toward  an 
M.A.  degree. 

Some  of  the  material  in  this  article 
appears  in  a  different  form  in  an  ar- 
ticle by  Mrs.  Colijn  that  appears  in 
Volume  22  of  the  Ashland  Theological 
Journal  (1990). 


The  verb  form  is  used  by  New  Tes- 
tament writers  in  past,  present, 
and  future  tenses  to  describe  the 
work  of  God  in  the  lives  of  be- 
lievers. 

The  past  tense  appears  in  Titus 
3:5:  God  "saved  us,  not  because  of 
righteous  things  we  had  done,  but 
because  of  his  mercy. 

The  present  tense  appears  in  1 
Cor.  1:18:  "For  the  message  of  the 
cross  is  foolishness  to  those  who 
are  perishing,  but  to  us  who  are 
being  saved  it  is  the  power  of  God." 

The  future  tense  appears  in 
Rom.  5:9:  "Since  we  have  now  been 
justified  by  [Christ's]  blood,  how 
much  more  shall  we  be  saved  from 
God's  wrath  through  him!" 

In  Titus  2:11-14,  Paul  uses  the 
terms  soteria  (salvation)  and  soter 
(Savior)  in  all  three  senses: 

For  the  grace  of  God  that  brings 
salvation  has  appeared  to  all 
men.  It  teaches  us  to  say  "No"  to 
ungodliness  and  worldly  pas- 
sions, and  to  live  self-controlled, 
upright  and  godly  lives  in  this 
present  age,  while  we  wait  for 
the  blessed  hope  —  the  glorious 
appearing  of  our  great  God  and 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  who  gave 
himself  for  us  to  redeem  us  from 
all  wickedness  and  to  purify  for 
himself  a  people  that  are  his 
very  own,  eager  to  do  what  is 
good. 

This  passage  neatly  summarizes 
the  essentials  of  the  three  tenses  of 
salvation.  Salvation  is  an  accom- 
plished fact  because  "the  grace  of 

2A11  citations  from  the  Bible  are  from 
the  New  International  Version. 


God  .  .  .  has  appeared  to  all  men" 
in  the  person  of  "Jesus  Christ,  who 
gave  himself  for  us."  It  is  also  a 
present  process,  as  believers  "live 
self-controlled,  upright  and  godly 
lives  in  this  present  age."  And  it 
looks  forward  to  "the  blessed  hope 
—  the  glorious  appearing  of  our 
great  God  and  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ." 

Corporate  and  ethical  elements 

In  expressing  the  purpose  of  sal- 
vation, this  passage  emphasizes 
two  elements  found  throughout  the 
New  Testament:  the  corporate  con- 
text of  salvation  and  the  ethical  ex- 
pression of  salvation.  Christ  gave 
Himself  for  us  "to  purify  for  him- 
self a  people  that  are  his  very 
own."  By  redeeming  us,  He  intends 
to  form  us  into  a  people  who 
belong  to  Him  and  who  bear  His 
image.  Because  we  are  to  reflect 
His  character,  we  should  express 
our  salvation  in  "self-controlled, 
upright  and  godly  lives"  and  be 
"eager  to  do  what  is  good." 

These  two  emphases  deserve  our 
attention.  In  our  American  in- 
dividualistic culture,  we  often  for- 
get that  the  context  of  salvation  in 
the  New  Testament  is  corporate; 
Christians  are  not  called  to  be  in- 
dividual believers,  but  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Furthermore,  in  their  concern  to 
reject  a  gospel  of  works,  many 
evangelicals  and  fundamentalists 
have  come  to  slight  the  biblical 
stress  on  the  obedience  that  must 
accompany  salvation.  The  New 
Testament  confession  is  not  "Jesus 
is  Savior,"  but  "Jesus  is  Lord."  Our 
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"Our  assurance  of  past  salvation  and  our  hope  of  future 
salvation  should  issue  in  our  present  obedience  and 
growth  in  Christlikeness." 


assurance  of  past  salvation  and 
our  hope  of  future  salvation  should 
issue  in  our  present  obedience  and 
growth  in  Christlikeness. 

With  this  in  mind,  let's  look  at 
the  three  tenses  of  salvation  in 
more  detail. 

Past  Tense  of  Salvation 

The  past  tense  of  salvation  is 
much  less  common  in  the  New 
Testament  than  we  might  think, 
even  in  letters  addressed  to  Chris- 
tians. When  it  does  occur,  it  is  not 
restricted  to  the  past  but  is  used  to 
point  believers  toward  the  future 
and  to  urge  them  to  live  moral 
lives  in  the  present. 

For  example,  Titus  3:5-7  con- 
nects our  salvation  with  baptism 
and  spiritual  renewal  but  points 
out  that  we  have  not  yet  received 
our  inheritance:  God  "saved  us,  not 
because  of  righteous  things  we  had 
done,  but  because  of  his  mercy.  He 
saved  us  through  the  washing  of 
rebirth  and  renewal  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  whom  he  poured  out  on  us 
generously  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Savior,  so  that,  having  been 
justified  by  his  grace,  we  might  be- 
come heirs  having  the  hope  of  eter- 
nal life."  We  have  been  justified 
already,  but  we  look  forward  to 
something  more  —  eternal  life. 

In  Rom.  8:24-25,  Paul  em- 
phasizes that  past -tense  salvation 
is  not  the  whole  story:  "For  in  this 
hope  we  were  saved.  But  hope  that 
is  seen  is  no  hope  at  all.  Who 
hopes  for  what  he  already  has? 
But  if  we  hope  for  what  we  do  not 
yet  have,  we  wait  for  it  patiently." 

Because  we  have  been  saved, 
"there  is  now  no  condemnation"  for 
us  (Rom.  8:1).  We  also  have  new 
life  in  the  Spirit  (Rom.  8:9-10).  But 
we  do  not  yet  have  "the  adoption 
as  sons,  the  redemption  of  our 
bodies"  (Rom.  8:23). 

We  normally  think  that  we  are 
adopted  as  God's  children  upon  our 
conversion.  Paul  indicates  in  the 
same  chapter  of  Romans  that  we 
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have  received  the  "Spirit  of  son- 
ship"  and  that  we  are  sufficiently 
God's  children  that  we  can  address 
Him  by  the  intimate  family  term 
Abba,  which  is  Aramaic  for  "Papa" 
or  "Daddy"  (Rom.  8:15-16).  But  he 
also  suggests  that  our  adoption 
has  not  yet  been  finalized. 

We  resemble  our  Father  spir- 
itually now  because  "the  Spirit  of 
him  who  raised  Jesus  from  the 
dead  is  living  in  [us]"  (Rom.  8:11). 
We  will  bear  the  family  likeness 
physically,  as  well,  when  we  re- 
ceive resurrection  bodies  like 
Christ's  at  His  return  (Rom.  8:11; 
cf.  1  Cor.  15).  Then  our  salvation 
will  be  complete. 

Besides  pointing  forward,  past- 
tense  salvation  also  urges 
believers  to  good  works  in  the 
present.  Paul  makes  this  connec- 
tion in  2  Tim.  1:9:  God  "has  saved 
us  and  called  us  to  a  holy  life." 
Similarly,  in  Eph.  2:8-10,  he  af- 
firms that  salvation  is  solely  by 
grace  through  faith,  but  that  good 
works  must  issue  from  it: 

For  it  is  by  grace  you  have  been 
saved,  through  faith  —  and  this 
not  from  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift 
of  God  —  not  by  works,  so  that 
no  one  can  boast.  For  we  are 
God's  workmanship,  created  in 
Christ  Jesus  to  do  good  works, 
which  God  prepared  in  advance 
for  us  to  do. 

Thus,  past-tense  salvation  shows 
that  we  have  the  responsibility  to 
live  out  the  salvation  we  have 
received  as  we  wait  patiently  for 
its  completion. 

Present  Tense  of  Salvation 

The  present  tense  of  salvation 
occurs  most  frequently  in  an  evan- 
gelistic context.  The  gospels  show 
that  salvation  is  present  in  the 
person  of  the  Savior.  For  example, 
Luke  19:9-10  records  Jesus'  en- 
counter with  Zacchaeus:  "Jesus 
said  to  him,  Today  salvation  has 
come  to  this  house,  because  this 
man,  too,  is  a  son  of  Abraham.  For 


the  Son  of  Man  came  to  seek  and 
to  save  what  was  lost.'" 

Acts  and  the  epistles  emphasize 
that  God's  call  to  salvation  is 
presently  active  and  open  to  all. 
Salvation  is  present  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  are  now  responding  to 
God's  call.  Peter  draws  upon  Joel's 
prophecy  to  promise  his  hearers 
that  "everyone  who  calls  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord  will  be  saved" 
(Acts  2:21).  This  same  conviction 
leads  Paul  to  declare  in  2  Cor.  6:2: 
"I  tell  you,  now  is  the  time  of  God's 
favor,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 

Process  and  responsibility 

However,  salvation  in  the 
present  tense  also  sometimes 
describes  a  process  in  the  lives  of 
believers.  For  example,  Peter 
writes  to  believers  who  are  suffer- 
ing: "Though  you  have  not  seen 
[Christ],  you  love  him;  and  even 
though  you  do  not  see  him  now, 
you  believe  in  him  and  are  filled 
with  an  inexpressible  and  glorious 
joy,  for  you  are  receiving  the  goal 
of  your  faith,  the  salvation  of  your 
souls"  (1  Peter  1:8-9).  This  salva- 
tion is  taking  place  in  the 
believers'  present  experience. 

It  also  involves  some  respon- 
sibility on  the  believer's  part.  Paul 
urges  the  Philippians: 

Therefore,  my  dear  friends,  as 
you  have  always  obeyed  —  not 
only  in  my  presence,  but  now 
much  more  in  my  absence  —  con- 
tinue to  work  out  your  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is 
God  who  works  in  you  to  will  and 
to  act  according  to  his  good  pur- 
pose (Phil.  2:12). 

Believers  must  cooperate  with 
God  in  carrying  on  the  salvation 
process  that  He  has  begun  in  their 
lives.  As  they  obey  Him,  He  trans- 
forms their  will  and  actions  to 
more  closely  resemble  His.  The 
parallel  between  obedience  and 
salvation  indicates  that  the  two 
are  inseparable.  The  reference  to 
"fear  and  trembling"  suggests  that 


"Believers  must  cooperate  with  God  in  carrying  on  the  salvation 
process  that  He  has  begun  in  their  lives.  As  they  obey  Him,  He 
transforms  their  will  and  actions  to  more  closely  resemble  His.** 


believers  cannot  just  rely  on  their 
conversion  experience  to  carry 
them  through. 

Present-tense  salvation  takes 
place  in  the  context  of  the  body  of 
believers.  As  Paul  points  out, 
Christ  is  the  Savior  not  just  of  in- 
dividuals but  of  His  body,  the 
church  (Eph.  5:23).  Similarly,  Jude 
writes  to  his  readers  about  "the 
salvation  we  share"  (Jude  3).  This 
salvation  divides  humanity  into 
two  groups,  "those  who  are  perish- 
ing" and  "us  who  are  being  saved" 
(1  Cor.  1:18;  cf.  2  Cor.  2:15).  Thus, 
in  the  lives  of  believers,  present 
tense  salvation  signifies  growth  in 
Christlikeness  and  has  a  corporate 
setting. 

Future  Tense  of  Salvation 

The  predominant  tense  of  salva- 
tion in  the  New  Testament  is  fu- 
ture. The  future  tense  of  salvation 
has  both  a  negative  and  a  positive 
aspect:  At  Christ's  return,  we  will 
be  saved  from  God's  wrath  and  will 
receive  our  final  inheritance. 

Paul  states  that  everyone,  be- 
lievers and  unbelievers,  will  "ap- 
pear before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ"  (2  Cor.  5:10).  We  all  will 
have  to  give  an  account.  But  be- 
lievers know  they  will  not  have  to 
suffer  God's  wrath: 

Since  we  have  now  been  justified 
by  [Christ's]  blood,  how  much 
more  shall  we  be  saved  from 
God's  wrath  through  him!  For  if, 
when  we  were  God's  enemies,  we 
were  reconciled  to  him  through 
the  death  of  his  Son,  how  much 
more,  having  been  reconciled, 
shall  we  be  saved  through  his 
life!  (Rom.  5:9-10). 

We  will  also  receive  our  in- 
heritance. Peter  says  that  our  in- 
heritance is  being  kept  in  heaven 
for  us  "until  the  coming  of  the  sal- 
vation that  is  ready  to  be  revealed 
in  the  last  time"  (1  Pet.  1:5).  As  we 
have  seen,  this  inheritance  will 
include  our  final  adoption,  the 
redemption  of  our  bodies,  and  eter- 


nal life  with  Christ  (Rom.  8:23; 
Titus  3:7). 

The  author  of  Hebrews  regards 
future  salvation  as  equivalent  to 
our  inheritance,  referring  to  be- 
lievers as  "those  who  will  inherit 
salvation"  (Heb.  1:14).  This  future 
salvation  will  include  not  only 
believers,  but  also  the  created 
world,  which  will  share  in  our 
redemption  (Rom.  8:19-22). 

The  hope  of  future  salvation 
urges  believers  to  moral  behavior 
in  the  present.  Paul  tells  the 
Romans  that  "because  our  salva- 
tion is  nearer  now  than  when  we 
first  believed,"  they  should  "put 
aside  the  deeds  of  darkness  and 
put  on  the  armor  of  light"  (Rom. 
13:11-12). 

Brethren  traditionally  have  af- 
firmed this  forward-looking  view  of 
salvation.  Alexander  Mack,  for  ex- 
ample, described  salvation  as  a 
process  that  begins  with  faith  and 
issues  in  works:  "[We]  do  not  seek 
to  earn  salvation  with  these  simple 
works,  but  by  faith  in  Christ  alone. 
If  it  is  to  be  a  saving  faith,  it  must 
produce  works  of  obedience."  The 
future  goal  of  salvation  requires  a 
life  of  obedience  in  the  present: 
God  "has  promised  [believers]  life 
eternal,  if  they  will  obey  Him  in  all 
things  —  insignificant  as  well  as 
important  ones."3 

The  three  tenses  of  salvation  cor- 
respond to  the  more  familiar  terms 
justification,  sanctification,  and 
glorification.  The  past  tense  of  sal- 
vation assures  us  that  we  have 
peace  with  God  and  that  God  is 
able  to  complete  the  work  He  has 
begun  in  us.  The  present  tense 
urges  us  to  grow  in  our  faith  as  we 
participate  in  the  redeemed  com- 
munity. The  future  tense  encour- 
ages us  to  anticipate  the  day  when 
God's  work  in  us  will  be  complete 
and  we  will  receive  our  inheritance. 

3Cited  in  Donald  F.  Durnbaugh,  comp. 
and  trans.,  European  Origins  of  the 
Brethren  (Elgin,  IL:  The  Brethren  Press, 
1958),  pp.  335,  347. 


Judging  by  their  choice  of  words, 
the  New  Testament  writers  evi- 
dently thought  that  Christians 
need  to  focus  most  on  the  future 
aspect  of  salvation.  Their  em- 
phasis suggests  that  we  should  be 
looking  forward,  not  back.  We  can- 
not be  satisfied  with  "being  saved" 
or  "getting  someone  saved." 

Conversion  just  the  beginning 

Conversion  is  just  the  beginning 
of  a  lifelong  process  that  culmi- 
nates in  our  glorification  at 
Christ's  return.  This  lifelong 
process  is  discipleship,  a  tradition- 
al Brethren  emphasis  and  the 
theme  of  the  past  year  in  The 
Brethren  Church. 

The  church  must  provide  the 
context  and  the  motivation  for  dis- 
cipleship. This  means  a  strong 
commitment  to  education,  support 
for  small  groups  and  other  means 
of  spiritual  growth,  training  in 
leadership,  opportunities  for  min- 
istry, and  mutual  accountability. 

Future  salvation  underscores 
both  our  responsibility  and  our 
need  for  dependence  upon  God.  We 
must  continue  in  obedience  if  we 
are  to  receive  our  final  inheritance. 
We  must  move  forward  in  growth 
(both  individual  and  corporate 
growth)  and  realize  the  urgency  of 
sharing  our  faith.  But  we  can  do  so 
only  in  cooperation  with  God's 
grace. 

Even  more  than  the  other  two 
tenses,  the  future  tense  breaks  us 
out  of  our  self-centered,  in- 
dividualistic view  of  salvation. 
God's  plans  move  beyond  my  in- 
dividual life  to  embrace  the  church 
and  all  of  creation. 

This  vision  ought  to  sharpen  our 
anticipation.  As  God's  people,  we 
have  more  in  store  for  us  than  in- 
dividual lives  in  heaven.  We  can 
look  forward  to  life  after  the  resur- 
rection, when  we  will  be  part  of  the 
Bride  of  Christ,  when  the  created 
world  will  be  redeemed  and  .salva- 
tion will  be  complete.  j 
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Benefits  of  Hosting  a 
Pastoral  Intern 


By  Dan  Lawson 


THIS  PAST  SUMMER  we  at 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Oakville,  Indiana,  were  blessed 
with  the  opportunity  of  hosting 
Summer  Crusader  Pastoral  In- 
tern Kurt  Stout.  This  was  a  rich 
blessing  for  all  involved.  I  highly 
recommend  this  experience  to 
other  pastors  and  churches. 

Some    of    the    benefits    we 
received  were: 

1.  The  opportunity  to  exper- 
ience a   multiple-staff  situation. 
It    is    important    for    growing 
churches  that  they  begin  to  act 
like  larger  churches.  The  Cru- 
sader Intern  program  offers  a 
church  the  opportunity  to  exper- 
ience a  setting  in  which  more 
than  one  person  provides  pastor- 
al leadership  and  teaching.   In 
our  situation,  Kurt  brought  ser- 
mons,  led  Bible  studies,  taught 
Sunday  school  classes,  and  was 
also  actively  involved  with  the 
youth. 

It  was  beneficial  for  the  con- 
gregation to  experience  times 
when  I,  as  their  pastor,  par- 
ticipated with  them  as  a  member 
of  the  congregation  while  someone 
else  led  worship,  brought  Bible 
studies,  and  performed  various 
other  pastoral  responsibilities. 

2.  Pastoral  staff  can  specialize 
or  focus  on  particular  areas  of  min- 
istry. In  our  situation,  Kurt  suc- 
cessfully led  the  "Practice  Session," 
a  mid-week  Bible  study  for  the 
high  school  age  youth.  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  able  to  give  more 
attention  to  Upon  This  Rock,  a 
daily  radio  broadcast  sponsored  by 
our  church.  Had  we  not  hosted 
Kurt  as  Pastoral  Intern,  the  "Prac- 

Dr.  Lawson  is  pastor  of  the  Oakville, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 


Oakville  Pastor  Dan  Lawson  (I.)  with  Pas- 
toral Intern  Kurt  Stout. 

tice  Session"  might  never  have 
been  started. 


3.  The  pastor  is  forced  to 
evaluate  his  own  ministry.  By 
hosting  a  Pastoral  Intern,  I  was 
forced  to  scrutinize  my  work.  I 
tried  to  explain  the  reason  be- 
hind everything  that  I  did  as  a 
pastor.  It  was  easy  for  me  to 
determine  my  personal  strengths 
and  weaknesses  and  to  derive  my 
personal  mission  statement  for 
ministry. 

We  as  a  denomination  must  in- 
vest in  our  future.  I  can  think  of 
no  better  way  of  assuring  that 
our  denomination  will  have 
quality  pastoral  leadership  in  the 
future  than  by  making  use  of  the 
Summer  Crusader  Intern  Pro- 
gram now.  By  participating  in 
this  program,  we  not  only  assist 
in  preparing  future  pastors,  but 
we  learn  and  grow  ourselves. 
This  can  not  help  but  strengthen 
us  as  a  denomination.  [f] 


Benefits  of  Being  a 
Pastoral  Intern 


By  Kurt  Stout 


Being  a  Pastoral  Intern  gave  me  a 
new  perspective  of  the  church,  of  the 
pastorate,  and  of  God's  calling.  The 
eight  weeks  I  spent  in  the  small  town 
of  Oakville,  Indiana,  learning  daily  the 
life  of  a  pastor  changed  my  life. 

During  the  summer  I  was  very  busy 
as  I  became  heavily  involved  in  the 
church  and  saw  the  detailed  aspects  of 
pastoral  responsibilities.  Pastor  Dan 
and  the  people  of  the  Oakville 
Brethren  Church  gave  me  valuable  in- 
sights that  one  can  gain  only  by  ex- 
perience. It  is  this  experience,  which 
textbooks  and  seminars  cannot  teach, 
that  I  will  use  for  many  years  to  come. 

An  internship  is  one  of  the  greatest 


experiences  that  a  person  who  is 
preparing  for  ministry  can  receive. 
This  first-hand  experience  made  a 
great  impact  on  my  life,  as  the  Lord 
challenged  and  encouraged  me.  He 
brought  me  to  points  in  my  life  that  I 
had  never  imagined. 

The  Lord  used  this  time  to 
strengthen  me  and  to  increase  my  faith 
in  Him.  He  built  within  me  a  deeper 
desire  to  serve  Him  and  His  people. 
He  showed  me  my  weaknesses  and 
strengths,  and  He  allowed  me  to 
develop  and  use  my  gifts. 

This  internship  opened  my  eyes.  It 
is  preparing  me  today  for  what  tomor- 
row will  bring,    (continued  on  page  9) 
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Discipling 
For  the  Long  Run 


By   Richard   Allison 


THE  DAY  was  April  18;  the 
year,  1986;  the  hour,  10:30  in 
the  evening.  Four  dinner  guests 
had  just  departed,  and  I  was  as- 
sisting my  wife  Emily  with  those 
chores  that  are  necessary  after 
you've  had  company. 

Suddenly  the  thought  occurred 
to  me  that  one  of  our  guests  had 
said,  "This  is  the  last  evening  that 
you  can  see  Halley's  Comet  low  in 
the  southwest  sky."  So  I  stopped 
what  I  was  doing,  walked  around 
behind  our  house,  climbed  up  on 
the  roof  (one  easy  step,  since  our 
house  is  built  three  sides  in 
ground),  went  to  the  peak  of  the 
roof,  and  looked  around.  And  there 
it  was,  Halley's  Comet. 

"It's  Halley's  Comet!" 

With  all  of  the  enthusiasm  I 
could  muster,  I  called,  "Emily, 
come  up  here!  It's  Halley's  Comet!" 

Emily  didn't  exactly  share  my 
excitement,  but  eventually  she 
came.  She  looked,  and  she  said, 
"That  is  Halley's  Comet!  But  what 
are  those  funny  things  hanging 
down?" 

"I  don't  know,"  I  replied. 

The  lights  of  Hayesville  a  mile 
away  were  shining  and  obscuring 
our  view,  so  I  suggested,  "Let's  get 
into  the  car  and  find  a  place  where 
we  can  see  Halley's  Comet  a  little 
better." 

So  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  we 
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are  driving  down  a  country  road, 
looking  for  a  place  where  we  could 
get  a  better  view  of  Halley's 
Comet.  But  we  couldn't  even  see 
the  comet!  So  we  decided  after  five 
miles  to  make  a  left  turn.  We  did 
so,  drove  another  five  miles,  but 
couldn't  find  the  comet.  We're  get- 
ting frustrated!  It's  getting 
towards  midnight,  and  here  we  are 
driving  down  country  roads. 

We  made  another  left  turn, 
drove  another  five  miles,  and  we 
still  couldn't  find  the  comet.  So  we 
made  another  left  turn,  drove 
another  five  miles,  and,  of  course, 
if  you've  been  following  me,  we're 
back  home.  And  there  it  was  once 
again,  Halley's  Comet! 

Then  Emily  started  laughing. 
She  laughed  and  she  laughed  and 
she  laughed.  Then  she  said,  "Do 
you  know  what  we're  seeing? 
That's  the  moonlight  reflecting  off 
the  water  tower  in  Hayesville!" 

Now  the  point  is  this:  If  you 
want  to  see  something  badly 
enough,  you're  going  to  see  it 
whether  it's  there  or  not. 

The  same  thing  is  true  of  disci- 
pling. Discipling  is  such  an  impor- 
tant word  to  each  of  us  that  when 
I  say  discipling,  you  are  going  to 
see  something  whether  it  is  there 
or  not. 

A  New  Testament  definition 

Therefore,  we  want  to  take  a 
look  at  what  the  New  Testament 
has  to  say  about  authentic  dis- 
cipleship.  My  task  for  this  con- 
ference is  to  define  from  a  biblical 
perspective  what  discipling  means. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  word  dis- 
ciple doesn't  appear  in  any  of  the 
epistles,  so  we're  going  to  have  to 
confine  our  attention  to  the  four 


Gospels  and  the  Book  of  Acts. 

The  word  discipling  itself  basi- 
cally means  to  learn.  There  are, 
however,  at  least  three  words  for 
learning  in  the  New  Testament. 
The  first  one  simply  means  to 
learn  from  facts  through  instruc- 
tion. The  model  is  the  school. 
Someone  dispenses  facts;  someone 
else  absorbs  the  facts.  We  call  that 
the  didactic  approach  to  learning. 

Secondly,  there  is  learning  that 
comes  from  experience,  from  par- 
ticipation, from  involvement. 

And  thirdly,  to  learn  in  the  New 
Testament  sometimes  means  to 
learn  from  another  person,  in  the 
way  that  an  apprentice  learns.  An 
electrician,  for  instance,  learns 
this  way.  A  carpenter  or  a  plumber 
also  learns  this  way. 

T.W.  Manson,  the  biblical 
scholar,  points  out  that  this  is 
what  discipling  means  —  appren- 
ticeship —  if  you  add  to  that  con- 
cept the  idea  of  the  necessity  for 
doing  it  in  community.  This  is 
what  Jesus  did  with  the  Twelve.  I 
contend  that  this  style  should 
characterize  any  approach  to 
making  authentic  disciples. 

Non-authentic  discipling 

Now  there  are  a  number  of 
programs  that  call  themselves  dis- 
cipling, and  they're  helpful  in  and 
of  themselves  to  be  sure.  But  let's 
not  call  them  authentic  discipling. 

For  instance,  some  people  think 
that  getting  decisions  is  discipling. 
I  would  remind  you,  however,  that 
Jesus  did  not  say,  "Go  into  all  the 
world  and  get  decisions."  Jesus 
said,  "Go  into  all  the  world  and 
make  disciples."  Decisions  are  im- 
portant, let's  not  overlook  that. 
But  decisions   are  not  discipling. 
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Decisions  are  simply  the  beginning 
—  the  initiation  —  of  the  discipling 
process. 

Then  there  are  those  who  seem 
to  believe  that  discipling  is  filling 
in  the  blanks.  They  get  discipling 
books  with  line  after  line  of  print 
with  words  missing.  So  discipling 
is  filling  in  the  blanks.  This  is  a 
kind  of  cognitive  approach  to  disci- 
pling. 

Then  there  are  those  who  say 
discipling  is  one-on-one  —  you 
know,  like  Paul  and  Timothy.  But 
that's  not  discipling  either.  The 
verse  that  is  often  quoted  in  sup- 
port of  this  approach  is  II  Timothy 
2:2.  That  verse  begins,  "And  the 
things  you  have  heard  me  say  in 
the  presence  of  many  witnesses 
..."  (emphasis  added).*  Instead  of 
just  Paul  and  Timothy,  we  find 
that  they  moved  with  a  larger  en- 
tourage —  a  community  of  faith. 
Discipling  isn't  one-on-one.  Disci- 
pling needs  to  be  done  in  com- 
munity with  a  group  of  persons. 

There  are  also  those  who  talk 
about  follow-up  as  though  that 
were  discipling.  They  say  that  dis- 
cipling is  taking  a  person  from  the 
point  of  decision  to  responsible 
church  membership.  Doesn't  that 
sound  good?  I'm  not  going  to  say 
much  about  that,  but  as  we  move 
along,  I  think  you  will  discover 
why  that  particular  approach  is 
not  authentic  discipling. 

Now  all  the  above  are  good  —  as 
far  as  they  go.  But  they  are  not  the 
way  to  produce  authentic  disciples. 
Even  the  standard  advice  to 
church-goers  —  attend  services, 
tithe  your  money,  pray,  read  the 
Bible,  do  good  to  others,  witness  to 
your  faith  —  even  this  doesn't 
seem  to  be  advancing  persons  suf- 
ficiently in  Christian  formation. 

Brethren,  we  need  to  take  Jesus 
seriously  —  not  only  in  what  He 
said,  but  also  in  what  He  did.  So 
let's  take  a  closer  look  at  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke,  John,  and  the  Acts. 

Discipling  in  John's  Gospel 

Let's  jump  into  the  Gospel  of 
John  first,  because  here  we  find 
the  word  disciple  occurring  most 
often  —  some  81  times.  The  key 
word  in  John  is  believe.  It's  found 

*  Unless  otherwise  indicated,  quotations 
from  the  Bible  are  from  the  New  Interna- 
tional Version. 


98  times  in  the  Gospel  of  John,  but 
as  a  verb. 

John  doesn't  refer  to  the  content 
of  our  belief;  he  refers  to  the  result 
of  our  belief.  The  content  must 
lead  to  a  transformed  kind  of  life, 
a  new  quality  of  existence.  And  so 
he  says,  in  that  verse  that  we  can 


"Brethren,  we 
need  to  take 
Jesus  seriously  — 
not  only  in  what 
He  said,  but  also 
in  what  He  did. " 


all  quote,  "For  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life"  (KJV).  Not  just  life, 
but  life  on  a  different  plane;  life 
that  is  of  a  different  quality;  life 
that  is  transformed. 

A  few  chapters  later  on,  in  5:24, 
John  says,  ".  .  .  whoever  hears  my 
word  and  believes  him  who  sent 
me  has  eternal  life  .  .  .  ."  Believe 
and  have  life.  We  are  to  live  this 
transformed  life  now.  It's  a  present 
reality.  It's  not  pie  in  the  sky  when 
I  die,  but  what  I  experience  now  — 
a  new  dimension  of  living.  It's  a 
kingdom-centered  kind  of  life. 

John  said  that  the  person  who 
believes  has  crossed  from  death  to 
life.  And  in  another  verse  that  we 
all  know  —  John  20:31  —  he  said, 


"But  these  are  written  that  you 
may  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  by 
believing  you  may  have  life  in  his 
name."  Life  is  a  new  quality  of 
existence. 

Someone  has  outlined  John  in 
this  way:  Chapters  1-3,  the  role  of 
belief.  Chapters  4-12,  the  evolving 
character  of  belief.  And  chapters 
13-21,  the  contrast  between  be- 
lievers and  non-believers.  I  find  it 
interesting  that  the  one  uncom- 
promising demand  for  authentic 
disciples  in  the  Gospel  According 
to  John  is  to  believe  in  Jesus,  the 
Son  of  God. 

Believe,  as  a  verb,  implies  life- 
style. To  fail  at  this  point  is  to  die 
in  sin.  In  John  8:21  Jesus  says 
that  if  you  do  not  believe  that  I  am 
the  one  I  claim  to  be  that  you  will 
die  in  your  sins.  John's  Gospel 
talks  about  belief  which  is  essen- 
tial, a  belief  that  transforms  one's 
kind  of  living.  Jesus  said,  "I  have 
come  that  [you]  might  have  life, 
and  have  it  to  the  full"  (John 
10:10). 

Discipling  in  Luke's  Gospel 

Let  us  move  on  to  Luke  Volume 
1,  that  is,  the  Gospel  According  to 
Luke.  There  are  many  things  in 
Luke  that  we  could  look  at,  but  we 
have  to  limit  our  focus.  So  consider 
with  me  Luke  14:26  and  27  —  a 
very  interesting  portion  of  scrip- 
ture. 

In  these  verses,  Jesus  says,  "If 
anyone  comes  to  me  and  does  not 
hate  his  father  and  mother,  his 
wife  and  children,  his  brothers  and 
sisters  —  yes,  even  his  own  life  — 
he  cannot  be  my  disciple.   And 


Benefits  of  Being 
a  Pastoral  Intern 

(continued  from  page  7) 
I  learned  by  experience  what  serving 
the  Lord  as  a  pastor  is  like,  and  I  was 
able  to  grow  as  each  day  brought  a 
new  aspect  of  ministry. 

The  summer  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  evaluate  my  life  and  to  see 
God's  direction  more  clearly.  The 
Lord  reaffirmed  His  calling  in  me 
and  gave  me  true  joy  and  peace  in 
serving  Him. 

As  I  continue  my  studies  at  Taylor 


University  and  then  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  I  am  confi- 
dent that  this  summer  will  serve  as  a 
foundation  for  many  other  oppor- 
tunities and  lessons.  This  internship 
provided  me  with  a  better  under- 
standing and  a  focus  for  the  future. 

I  believe  that  this  program  provides 
valuable  benefits  for  both  the 
churches  and  for  those  called  into  the 
ministry.  The  Crusader  Intern  pro- 
gram has  made  a  difference  in  my 
life,  and  it  is  making  a  difference  in 
The  Brethren  Church  today  as  well  as 
for  its  future.  [f] 
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anyone  who  does  not  carry  his 
cross  and  follow  me  cannot  be  my 
disciple." 

These  verses  clearly  focus  on  dis- 
cipling,  saying  that  discipling 
begins  with  detachment;  with 
separation;  with  renunciation.  The 
word  used  here  is  a  comparative 
one.  Jesus  is  not  giving  us  an  im- 
perative: "Hate  your  father  and 
your  mother,  your  wife  and  your 
children,  your  brothers  and  your 
sisters."  But  by  comparison,  our 
love  for  Christ  is  to  be  much 
greater  and  much  much  richer 
than  our  love  for  family  members. 
Jesus  comes  first.  You  cannot  be  a 
disciple  of  Jesus  if  He  occupies 
second  place  in  your  life. 

Notice  that  in  verses  26  and  27 
He  talks  about  family.  In  verse  28 
He  talks  about  a  builder.  Even  our 
homes  must  take  second  place  to 
Jesus.  In  verse  31  He  talks  about 
a  king.  Even  our  vocation  must  not 
usurp  the  place  of  Jesus. 

Detachment;  attachment;  al- 
legiance to  Jesus  —  this  is  the 
thrust  of  discipling  in  Luke 
Volume  1. 

Discipling  in  the  Book  of  Acts 

In  Luke  Volume  2,  the  Book  of 
Acts,  the  focus  is  a  bit  different. 
Here  the  thrust  is  on  submission 
to  the  will  of  God. 

In  the  Book  of  Acts,  the  leader  of 
the  church  eventually  becomes 
Paul.  I  find  it  interesting  that  in 
this  book  which  is  so  concise,  so 
compact,  and  so  exacting  that  the 
life  story  of  Paul  is  recorded  three 
times  —  in  chapters  9,  22,  and  26. 
Chapter  26  records  that  when  Paul 
saw  the  light  from  heaven  on  the 
road  to  Damascus,  the  Lord  spoke 
to  him  in  these  terms:  "Now  get  up 
and  stand  on  your  feet.  I  have  ap- 
peared to  you  to  appoint  you  as  a 
servant  and  as  a  witness  ..."  (v. 
16).  Verse  19  of  this  chapter 
records  Paul's  response  to  this 
command.  He  says,  "...  I  was  not 
disobedient  to  the  vision  from 
heaven."  This  focus  is  submission. 

Now  the  life  that  Paul  left  be- 
hind was  not  evil.  It  was  just 
small,  just  cramped  —  small  in 
comparison  to  the  vastness  of  the 
universe  and  the  wonders  of  God. 
Discipleship  is  accompanied  with  a 
larger  world  to  live  in,  a  greater 
purpose  than  our  own. 


"You  cannot  be 

a  disciple  of 

Jesus  if  He 

occupies  second 

place  in  your 

life. " 


Discipling  in  Matthew's  Gospel 

Let's  turn  now  to  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew,  where  the  term  disciple 
occurs  74  times.  This  Gospel  un- 
folds the  life  of  Jesus.  Chapters  1-4 
present  the  origin  and  calling  of 
Jesus.  Chapters  5-17  present  the 
mission  of  Jesus.  And  chapters  17- 
28  present  the  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus.  Each  one  of  these 
sections  is  separated  from  the  next 
by  this  little  phrase,  "From  this 
time  on."  It's  as  though  Jesus 
turned  a  corner. 

Undoubtedly  the  clue  to  Mat- 
thew is  found  in  the  Great  Com- 
mission, Matthew  28:18-20.  The 
scene  here  is  a  very  dramatic  one. 
Whatever  else  Jesus  did  between 
the  resurrection  and  this  moment 
is  unimportant,  for  the  author  has 
moved  quickly  from  the  resurrec- 
tion in  Jerusalem  to  a  mountain 
top  in  Galilee.  But  why  Galilee? 
Because  this  is  where  the  disciples 
had  received  the  bulk  of  their 
teaching.  This  was  their  place  of 
learning  from  Jesus.  So  it's  here 
that  they  receive  their  commission. 

In  verse  18  Jesus  asserts  His 
authority.  Then  He  commissions 
His  followers  in  verse  19.  The  im- 
perative in  this  verses  is  "to  make 
disciples  of  all  nations." 

How  do  you  do  this?  First  you 
baptize  them;  you  get  them  com- 
mitted. We  are  to  baptize  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Then  you  are  "to  teach  them 
everything."  I  read  it  that  way  for 
years.  But  that's  not  what  it  says, 
and  this  is  the  point  of  Matthew's 
Gospel.  We  are  to  teach  them  to 
obey  everything  I  have  ever  com- 
manded you. 

How  long  would  that  take  you  — 


to  obey  everything  Jesus  ever  said? 
Do  you  see  why  I  said  that  follow- 
up  is  too  small  a  term.  The 
thought  of  obeying  everything  that 
Jesus  ever  said  causes  me  to  be- 
come very  still  whenever  I  think 
about  it. 

So  the  thrust  of  Matthew  is  obe- 
dience to  the  Lord.  In  7:21  Jesus 
says,  "Not  everyone  who  says  to 
me,  'Lord,  Lord,'  will  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  but  only  he 
who  does  the  will  of  my  Father 
who  is  in  heaven."  Thus  to  call 
Jesus  Lord  means  to  do  the  will  of 
God.  Jesus  follows  these  words 
with  a  parable  —  the  parable  of 
the  builder.  It's  really  about  build- 
ing lives.  Aren't  we  all  building  a 
life?  And  the  storms  come,  the 
winds  blow,  the  rains  come,  the 
floods  come.  The  storms  of  life  are 
part  of  the  experience  of  all  of  us. 

Then  Jesus  says  that  one 
crashed  —  one  life  crashed.  But 
one  stood.  What  was  the  dif- 
ference? Interestingly,  they  both 
heard.  Verses  24  and  26  say  that 
they  both  heard,  so  it's  not  the 
hearing  that  makes  the  difference. 
Matthew  says  it's  in  the  doing.  The 
one  who  stood  practiced  what  he 
heard.  He  obeyed.  But  the  other 
did  not. 

Discipling  in  Mark's  Gospel 

Let  us  go  now  to  the  Gospel  Ac- 
cording to  St.  Mark.  Mark  is  the 
Gospel  of  the  pilgrimage.  The  key 
idea  in  Mark  is  that  disciples  fol- 
low Jesus.  They  go  with  Jesus; 
they  do  the  things  that  Jesus  did. 
Mark  is  not  telling  us  how  to  be- 
come a  disciple.  He's  telling  us 
about  the  consequences  of  dis- 
cipleship. The  key  idea  is  that  dis- 
ciples follow  Jesus. 

In  Mark  1:17-18  it  says,  "'Come, 
follow  me,'  Jesus  said,  'and  I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men.'  At  once 
they  left  their  nets  and  followed 
Him."  Or  Mark  10:28,  where  Peter 
says,  "We  have  left  everything  to 
follow  you!"  The  key  idea  in  Mark 
is  that  disciples  follow  Jesus.  They 
go  where  He  goes;  they  do  what  He 
does. 

What  does  it  mean  to  follow 
Jesus?  We  say  it  so  easily.  "Follow 
Jesus."  What  did  He  do?  Where  did 
He  go? 

For  a  beginning,  how  about  pray- 
ing all  night.  How  many  of  us  have 
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prayed  all  night?  I'm  talking  to 
myself  as  well.  Jesus  prayed  all 
night.  Disciples  do  what  Jesus  did. 
Disciples  go  where  Jesus  went.  He 
prayed  all  night. 

Jesus  fasted  for  a  month  and  a 
half  at  one  point.  How  many  of  us 
have  fasted  for  a  month  and  a 
half?  He  sought  solitude  again  and 
again  from  the  noise  of  the  world. 
Isn't  it  interesting  that  the  prophet 
talks  about  the  still  small  voice  of 
God.  Out  of  the  silence,  out  of  the 
solitude  He  speaks.  How  many  of 
us  have  regular  times  of  solitude 
and  silence? 

Jesus  regularly  went  on  retreat 
with  His  disciples.  Read  the 
Gospels  carefully.  It's  there.  Why 
don't  we  do  that?  As  I  look  at  my 
own  life,  first  of  all  I  didn't  do  it 
because  of  fear.  Earlier  I  had  to  ac- 
complish things;  I  had  to  get 
things  done  for  the  Lord.  After  all, 
there's  a  world  to  win  out  there. 


And  I  wanted  to  do  it  right. 

But  now  I'm  an  old  man  —  sixty 
years  old.  Fear  doesn't  bother  me 
anymore.  I'm  not  insecure;  I'm  not 
trying  to  make  it.  But  pride  both- 
ers me  now.  I  want  to  maintain  the 
quality.  I  want  to  maintain  the 
stand.  That's  why  I  don't  do  it. 

We  forget  what  Jesus  did 

We're  so  busy  with  all  kinds  of 
other  things  that  we  forget  what 
Jesus  did  —  prayed  all  night, 
fasted  for  a  month  and  a  half, 
sought  solitude  frequently,  went 
on  retreat  regularly.  He  lived 
frugally,  simply.  He  was  chaste, 
sexually  discrete.  He  sought  in- 
timate fellowship  with  others. 
Jesus  lived  and  ate  and  slept  and 
ministered  for  two  and  one-half 
years  with  a  small  group  of  per- 
sons. These  are  the  things  that 
build  disciples. 

Jesus   also  knew  what  submis- 


sion was  all  about,  for  He  did  only 
what  He  saw  His  Father  doing.  He 
served  others.  He  taught.  He 
preached.  He  healed.  He  cast  out 
demons.  He  raised  the  dead. 

This  is  what  it  means  to  follow 
Jesus.  Do  what  He  did.  Go  where 
He  went.  And  Jesus  said,  "You  will 
do  even  greater  things  than  I  have 
done." 

Now  if  all  of  this  makes  you  un- 
comfortable, it  makes  me  uncom- 
fortable too.  So  take  consolation 
that  in  the  Gospels  we  have  a  very 
interesting  picture  of  the  disciples. 
They're  expected  to  have  inner 
knowledge  of  God's  rules,  but  they 
don't.  They're  expected  to  have 
new  insights  borne  of  their  faith, 
but  they  don't.  When  Jesus  said, 
"Who  touched  me?"  they  said,  "It's 
only  the  crowd  pressing  upon  you." 
When  it  came  to  the  feeding  of  the 
five  thousand,  they  said,  "Let's 
send  these        (continued  on  page  13) 


An  Illustration  of  Authentic  Disciplcship 


By  Mike  Woods 


During  the  feetwashing  portion  of  the  threefold 
Holy  Communion  service  at  General  Conference, 
the  conference  theme,  "Be  Authentic  Disciples," 
was  illustrated  in  a  touching  scene,  which  I  was 
privileged  to  witness.  It  was  an  example  of  authen- 
tic discipleship  in  action. 

The  father  was  patient  as  he  guided  his  son  in 
what  was  obviously  his  first  feetwashing  service. 
He  explained  slowly  and  carefully  each  step  and  its 
significance.  With  a  loving  touch  he  helped  the  boy 
through  the  procedure. 

As  the  father  knelt  to  wash  one  foot,  the  son 
watched  with  great  interest.  Then  it  was  the  son's 
turn  to  wash  the  other  foot. 

With  his  face  flushed  with  a  mixture  of  embar- 
rassment and  excitement,  he  knelt  where  his 
father  had  knelt  and  completed  this  act  of  serving 
another. 

Finished,  the  boy  and  his  friend  embraced  quick- 
ly, nervously,  and  smiled  at  one  another.  The 
father  then  gave  his  son  a  long,  loving,  proud  hug 
that  told  of  his  special  pleasure  in  being  part  of  his 
son's  first  feetwashing  experience. 

As  I  witnessed  that  event  from  a  distance,  I  was 
left  with  two  impressions. 

First,  in  our  year  of  reflecting  on  authentic  dis- 

Pastor  Woods  serves  the  Waterbrook  Brethren  Church 
of  Edinburg,  Virginia. 


cipleship,  this  father  and  son  served  to  remind  us 
that  a  true  disciple  shows  others  authentic  dis- 
cipleship by  modeling  it  before  them.  Further,  that 
a  disciple  is  present  with  others,  helping  them  take 
their  first  uncertain  steps  in  this  great  journey  of 
following  the  Master. 

Second,  this  father  left  one  foot  for  his  son  to 
wash  so  that  he  too  might  learn  what  it  means  to 
serve.  Jesus  likewise  left  part  of  the  work  for  us  so 
that  we  might  learn  what  it  means  to  serve  one 
another.  As  we  seek  to  "wash  the  feet"  of  others  in 
a  hundred  different  ways,  we  too  learn  of  Christ's 
work  and  are  privileged  and  blessed  to  enter  into 
His  work,  in  His  name. 

The  boy  knelt  in  his  father's  place  to  complete 
the  task  his  father  had  begun.  We  too  have  the 
privilege  of  kneeling  in  Jesus'  place  as  we  serve 
each  other  in  the  washing  of  feet  and  by  seeking  to 
lovingly  serve  one  another. 

What  a  blessing  we  have  that  we  are  allowed  to 
continue  that  service  which  our  Lord  began!  What 
a  joy,  also,  to  know  that  Jesus  is  with  us,  whether 
we  are  taking  our  first  hesitant  step  of  service  or 
are  in  the  midst  of  a  life  filled  with  service  to  our 
brethren. 

Just  like  that  father,  Jesus  is  here  with  us  — 
lovingly  and  gently  teaching  us,  guiding  us,  train- 
ing us  for  still  greater  service,  as  we  go  on  making 
other  authentic  disciples.  [f] 
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a^|        fdUi  By  G.  Roger  Schoenhals  g  M  4$   fV 


MY  sixteen-year-old  daughter 
gave  it  to  me  for  Christmas. 
"Here's  a  challenge  for  ya,  Dad," 
she  said. 

Over  Thanksgiving  I  had  com- 
plained that  the  1000-piece  puzzle 
we  put  together  was  child's  play.  I 
needed  something  more  equal  to 
my  skill.  Sara  apparently  recorded 
the  comment  for  future  reference. 

I  liked  the  picture  on  the  new, 
2,500-piece  puzzle:  snow-clad 
mountains  against  a  deep  blue 
sky,  a  broken-down  barn  and  shed 
with  varied  shades  of  brown,  lots 
of  grayish  fencing,  strands  of 
barbed  wire,  many  shadowy  areas, 
and  varied  grasses. 

A  real  challenge 

The  pieces  were  small  and  amaz- 
ingly similar  in  shape.  For  ex- 
ample, I  found  it  easy  to  line  up 
twenty  or  more  pieces  of  solid  blue 
sky  with  no  apparent  differences. 
Only  when  I  hooked  two  of  them 
together  and  turned  them  over 
could  I  tell  for  sure  whether  they 
were  a  perfect  fit.  Yes,  this  puzzle 
presented  a  real  challenge. 

All  during  Christmas  vacation  I 
worked  on  the  puzzle.  At  times  my 
wife  joined  me,  and  we'd  sit  there 
for  hours  without  talking,  just 
staring  at  the  little  fragments.  Oc- 
casionally, one  of  us  would  pick  up 
a  piece  and  consult  the  cover  of  the 
box  for  clues.  It  was  gruesome. 

I  found  several  shoe  box  lids  and 
began  to  sort  similar  colors  into 
each  box.  "All  it  takes  is  a  little 
organization,"  I  told  my  wife.  "I'll 
just  go  about  this  methodically." 

Mr.  Schoenhals  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  lives  in  Seattle,  Washington. 
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Sandy's  time  at  the  table  began 
to  dwindle.  The  kids  were  out  of  it 
all  together.  I  was  on  my  own;  just 
me  and  the  puzzle. 

By  January  2,  after  multiplied 
hours  of  intense  concentration, 
only  a  third  of  the  picture  was  in 
place.  Still  I  dogged  on.  Evenings 
and  weekends  were  devoted  to  the 
"war." 

At  times  my  entire  family  would 
be  sound  asleep  and  there  I'd  be, 
hovering  over  the  table  trying  to 
find  a  connection.  I  arranged  the 
lighting  to  enhance  the  colors  and 
to  remove  the  glare.  I  moved 
around  the  table  to  change  my 
perspective.  Did  I  tell  you  I'm 
slightly  colorblind? 

Sandy  began  to  complain  about 
the  unusable  table.  "Don't  you 
even  think  about  it,"  I  warned  her. 

She  said,  "Maybe  we  can  find  a 
large  board  to  slide  it  onto  so  you 
could  work  elsewhere." 

"No!"  I  replied  firmly. 

The  fun  of  putting  together  a 
puzzle  collapsed.  The  possibility  of 
failure  haunted  me.  Episodes  of 
frustration  became  commonplace. 
Often  I  left  the  table  muttering 
unhappy  syllables.  My  children 
stayed  clear. 

On  February  23  I  sat  down  again 
to  attack  the  puzzle.  More  than 
1,500  disconnected  pieces  sneered 
at  me.  This  is  it,  I  told  myself.  / 
will  finish  this  miserable  thing  if  it 
kills  me! 

Defeated  by  a  puzzle 

Thirty  minutes  later  I  stood  up. 
Whimpering  like  a  whipped  dog,  I 
wiped  the  table  clean.  Then  I  went 
to  my  wife  and  sought  comfort. 

Defeated  by  a  puzzle!  Conquered 


by  little  pieces  of  cardboard!  I'm 
surprised  I'm  even  writing  about 
it.  Yet,  through  it  all,  I  learned  a 
thing  or  two. 

Some  lessons  learned 

First,  I  learned  that  life  is  some- 
times like  me  and  that  puzzle.  At 
times  I  try  so  hard  to  fit  the  pieces 
of  my  life  together,  to  work  things 
out  on  my  own.  But  I  only  wind  up 
frustrated  and  defeated. 

God's  word  tells  me  to  place  my 
trust  in  Him  and  to  let  Him  con- 
struct the  picture  of  my  life.  "In  all 
your  ways  acknowledge  him  and 
he  shall  direct  your  paths."  The 
Puzzle  Maker  knows  how  things 
should  go. 

Second,  some  things  aren't  as 
important  as  they  seem.  For 
several  weeks  I  allowed  a  puzzle  to 
possess  me.  A  mere  game  took 
charge  of  my  life.  Family  and  im- 
portant duties  suffered  neglect.  My 
selfish  passion  to  succeed  con- 
sumed me.  In  retrospect,  it  seems 
ridiculous.  But  it  happened.  And, 
I'm  ashamed  to  say,  it  sometimes 
happens  in  other  areas  of  my  life 
as  well. 

The  Scriptures  teach  me  to  "Seek 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness"  and  to  devote 
myself  to  doing  good  for  others.  It 
all  seems  so  obvious  now  that  the 
table  is  clear. 

My  greatest  challenge  is  far 
more  profound  than  putting 
together  a  2,500-piece  game.  My 
calling  is  to  daily  allow  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  spread  His  table  before 
me,  and  then  to  give  myself  to  find 
and  to  fit  into  His  purposes  for  my 
life.  Now  that's  a  puzzle  worth 
doing.  [f] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Readers'  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 


The  Right  to  Leac|/Demographics 


I've  been  trying  to  remember  a  bib- 
lical character  who  deserved  a  posi- 
tion of  leadership  or  anyone  who  had 
the  right  to  such  a  position.  For  the 
life  of  me,  I  can't  think  of  one. 
Granted,  perhaps  a  few  may  have  had 
qualities  that  suited  them  more  for 
leadership,  but  they  all  had  their 
flaws. 

Anyone  in  a  leadership  position  is 
there  because  of  what  the  Calvinists 
term  "unmerited  favor."  So  why 
should  women  be  in  positions  of 
leadership  because  they  somehow 
deserve  or  have  earned  the  right  to 
such  a  position  (the  Evangelist, 
July/ August  1990,  "Brethren  Mega- 
trends 2000,  Part  II")? 

The  Bible  says,  "EVERYONE  [and 
that  must  mean  male  and  female 
alike]  must  submit  himself  to  the 
governing  authorities,  for  there  is  no 
authority  except  that  which  God  has 
established  [note  who  does  the  estab- 
lishing]. The  authorities  that  exist 
have  been  established  BY  GOD" 
(Romans  13:1).  The  issue  is  not  one  of 
being  deserving  nor  of  having  earned 
the  right  to  a  position,  but  rather 
whether  or  not  God  Himself  desires 
an  individual  in  a  particular  position. 

Megatrends  2000  sounds  like  a  nice 
book,  but  the  demographics  I've  seen 
say  just  the  opposite  of  what  this 
book,  as  quoted  in  the  EVANGELIST, 
states.  People  are  not  moving  to  rural 
areas,  but  rather  are  continuing  to 
[move  to]  urban  areas,  even  prefer- 
ring that  over  the  suburbs.  Do  not 
expect  people  to  invade  your  rural 
area  and  flow  into  the  churches.  The 


Great  Commission  (Matthew  28:19) 
tells  us  to  "Go"  and  reach  the  unsaved, 
not  to  wait  for  them  to  move  into  my 
locale  and  expect  them  to  come  to 
church. 

We  must  be  like  the  fisherman  who 
arises  early  in  the  morning,  loads  his 
car  with  his  gear,  and  sometimes 


drives  for  hours  to  get  to  that  "hot 
spot"  where  the  fish  are  biting  (Mat- 
thew 4:19).  Rather  than  wait  for  the 
few  who  might  move  to  the  farmlands, 
let's  go  where  the  multitudes  are  and 
preach  the  gospel. 

Robert  Stafford 
Walkerton,  Ind. 


Discipling  for  the  Long  Run 

(continued  from  page  1 1) 
people  away;  there  are  too  many  for 
us  to  take  care  of."  When  Jesus  talked 
about  His  suffering  and  death,  they 
didn't  understand. 

The  disciples  were  expected  to  be 
servants,  but  they  weren't.  They  were 
expected  to  have  a  new  view  of  reality, 
but  they  slipped  back  into  the  old  view 
which  said  that  if  you  are  rich,  it  is 
because  God  is  prospering  you;  and  if 
you  are  poor,  something  is  wrong  with 
your  life. 

They  were  expected  to  be  faithful, 
but  they  weren't.  Peter  denied  Jesus. 
Judas  betrayed  Him.  The  disciples 
fled.  This  is  Mark's  picture.  He  jerks 
us  back  to  reality  and  helps  us  realize 
that  Jesus  accepts  us  where  we  are 
but  expects  us  to  learn  from  living  and 
to  grow  under  His  preaching. 

To  do  this  we  need  to  follow  Him.  So 
you  can  outline  the  book  of  Mark  this 
way:  Chapters  1-10,  disciples  follow 
Jesus.  Chapters  11-13,  disciples  fol- 
low Jesus  to  Jerusalem.  Chapters  14- 
16,  disciples  follow  Jesus  to  the  cross. 

Summary 

Authentic  disciples,  what  does  it 


mean?  From  John's  perspective  it 
means  to  believe  in  Jesus  to  the  point 
that  your  whole  life  is  transformed 
and  changed.  For  Luke  it  means 
detachment  and  attachment  and  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  God.  To  Matthew 
it  means  focusing  on  obedience, 
obedience  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
And  to  Mark  it  means  to  follow  Jesus, 
being  with  Him,  doing  what  He  does. 

Two  men  were  talking  about  their 
recent  gourmet  delights  —  all  the 
tasty  things  that  had  touched  their 
palates.  Finally  one  said,  "I  like 
armadillo." 

The  other  man  was  dumbfounded. 
"Armadillo,  good  night!"  he  thought  to 
himself.  Finally  he  got  up  the  courage 
to  ask,  "What  does  that  taste  like?" 

The  first  man  scratched  his  head, 
stroked  his  chin,  then  finally  said,  "A 
little  bit  like  owl." 

It's  difficult  to  define  what  you 
haven't  experienced.  Most  of  us 
haven't  really  experienced  disci- 
pleship  as  Jesus  talked  about  it.  Oh, 
we've  prayed;  we've  gone  to  church; 
we've  ushered;  we've  taught  Sunday 
school;  we've  attended  church  sup- 
pers. But  as  good  as  these  things 
are,  they're  not  producing  authentic 
disciples.  [f] 
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Ashland 
University 


Fulfilling  Visions 
for  the  Future 


"Sweet  Dreams" 


By  Dr.  Michael  Gleason,  Director  of  Religious  Life 


WE  HAD  a  great  weekend! 
Not  much  sleep  —  but  a  lot 
of  dreaming.  The  event  I'm  refer- 
ring to  is  an  annual  one  —  a 
visionary  fall  planning  retreat  for 
the  student  officers  and  advisors 
who  direct  HOPE  Christian  Fel- 
lowship and  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes  (F.C.A.). 

Here  are  some  of  the  questions 
that  were  discussed  throughout 
the  weekend: 

"Dream  of  where  the  ministry 
at  Ashland  University  could  be, 
including: 

a)  "What  will  the  Christian 
ministry  at  A.U.  be  like? 

b)  "Bible  Studies  —  how  many, 
where? 

c)  "Conversions  —  how  many 
per  year" 


r* 


Who  had  the  bigger  dreams? 

Guess  with  me.  Who  do  you 
think  had  "bigger"  dreams  —  the 
students  or  the 
middle-aged  adult 
advisors?  For  the 
sake  of  keeping  a 
bit  of  my  dignity,  I 
might  sidestep 
that  question. 

Enjoy  this  mo- 
ment, as  I  first 
did.  Picture  this: 
you're  sitting  in  a 
cabin  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  beautiful 
retreat  setting. 
The  hour  is  get- 
ting late  —  but 
that's  really  when 
young  minds  do 
their  best  think- 
ing! The  student 
leaders  of  the  Ash- 
land   University 


campus  ministry  are  sharing 
their  dreams  —  ones  they  are 
pledging  themselves  to  help  ful- 
fill. 

"What  will  the  Christian  Minis- 
try at  A.U.  be  like?"  Deeper  devo- 
tion to  Christ  and  His  work, 
declared  with  a  unified  passion, 
was  the  overwhelming  response! 
One  senior  student  said,  "The  fel- 
lowship has  to  hear  it  from  us, 
from  the  student  leaders,  that 
we're  serious  about  our  walk  with 
the  Lord,  about  sharing  our  faith. 
They  need  to  know  that  this  is 
our  burden." 

More  dreams:  We  need  more 
student  speakers,  two  daily 
prayer  times  with  a  goal  of  100 
students  praying  daily.  Chris- 
tians need  to  infiltrate  every  cam- 
pus organization  (campus  activ- 
ities board,  freshmen  orientation 
team,  etc.).  Three  hundred  stu- 
dents involved  in  Bible  study 


within  four  years.  One  junior 
said:  "Every  student  must  hear 
the  gospel  with  a  goal  of  30  stu- 
dents coming  to  Christ  each 
semester  —  starting  with  this 
year! 

F.C.A.,  under  the  direction  of 
Assistant  Religious  Life  Director 
Joe  Maggelet,  dreams  of  "150  at- 
tending our  meetings  in  four 
years  with  an  average  of  60  in  at- 
tendance this  year."  Three  ath- 
letic team  Bible  studies  with  30 
athletes  coming  to  Christ  this 
year! 

Gospel  teams,  short-term  mis- 
sion trips,  regular  fellowship 
events,  international  student  fel- 
lowship, Christian  conference  op- 
portunities, "Meal  and  More" 
chapel  services  and  all-campus 
convocations,  fall  and  winter 
retreats,  ministerial  recruitment 
—  all  these  need  to  keep  growing 
as  well.  (continued  next  page) 


HOPE  Fellowship  meetings,  held  each  Wednesday  evening,  provide  Ashland  University  stu- 
dents an  opportunity  to  learn  of  Christ,  to  grow  in  the  faith,  and  to  encourage  one  another  in 
Christian  living. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


We  had  a  great  weekend  in- 
deed. But  faith  or  visions  or 
dreams  without  works  are  .  .  . 
well,  you  know  the  ending. 

Here  is  the  "structure"  which 
the  dreams  of  faith  are  being 
built  upon  for  the  1990-1991 
academic  year. 

God  has  been  wonderfully  faith- 
ful to  His  promise  in  Luke  10:2  in 
providing  a  great  harvest  of 
workers  for  the  field.  He  must 
have  known  this  strong,  small- 
group  goal  would  be  set,  because 
last  spring  more  than  20  students 
agreed  to  lead  a  Bible  study  this 
fall.  Now  all  but  one  have  been  in 
training  for  the  past  three  weeks. 
Their  goal  is  to  have  ap- 
proximately 150  students  in- 
volved in  small  group  studies 
prior  to  October.  These  leaders 
are  outstanding  students  with  a 
deep  heart  for  the  Lord  and  His 
work.  Pray  for  their  ministry. 

Decisions  for  Christ?  The  first 
week  of  school  we  surveyed  a 
majority  of  the  students  with  a 
"one-minute  questionnaire"  to 
determine  who  is  open  to  discuss 
issues  of  faith.  Over  200  students 
indicated  they  were  interested  in 
knowing  more  about  Christianity! 
Visitation  teams  are  being  estab- 
lished; share  group  leaders  and 
staff  will  also  be  involved.  Pray 
for  us  as  the  gospel  is  shared. 

The  goals  of  our  fall  student 
retreat  are  coming  out  of  the 


hearts  of  the  officers: 
full  commitment  to 
Christ,  His  work,  and 
His  body.  Both  adult 
and  student  leaders 
will  speak  this  mes- 
sage. Small  groups  will 
be  launched  also  at 
this  weekend,  as  will 
the  opportunity  for  the 
75  students  in  attend- 
ance to  initiate  or 
renew  their  personal 
commitments  to 

Christ. 

Two  daily  prayer 
times  on  campus  have 
been  established. 
Please  join  students 
and  staff  who  intercede 
daily  for  these  goals. 

Gospel  teams?  Back 
by  popular  demand! 
Mark  Ray   and  his  renowned 
bands   are   looking  forward  to 
serving    Brethren     and     area 
churches  throughout  this  year. 

Space  is  running  out,  and  there 
is  so  much  more  to  share!  I'll 
keep  you  posted  about  our  "sweet 
dreams,"  but  you  must  promise 
not  to  just  "sleep"  on  these  excit- 
ing reports  —  but  become  a 
partner  with  us.  Your  prayers, 
concern,  notes,  and  financial  sup- 
port are  always  a  gracious 
reminder  of  your  care.  We  so  ap- 
preciate them  all,  and  we  echo 
the  words  of  Paul,  "I  thank  my 


Park  Street  Brethren  Church  attender  Sally 
Conrad  (I.)  shares  a  "warm  fuzzy"  with  fellow  stu- 
dent Jennifer  Thomas. 

God  every  time  I  remember 
you  ...  I  always  pray  with  joy 
because  of  your  partnership  in 
the  gospel  from  the  first  day  until 
now."  God  bless  you.  [f] 


Refreshment  time  following  HOPE  Fellowship  meetings  provides  an  oppor- 
tunity for  sharing  and  discussion  on  a  more  personal  level. 


Ashland  University  Reports 
Ail-Time  High  Enrollment 

Ashland  University  has  ex- 
perienced an  all-time  high  total  en- 
rollment of  4,644  students  at  its 
on-campus  and  off-campus 
programs  this  year. 

This  is  a  7.5  percent  increase 
over  last  year's  enrollment  of 
4,321,  which  was  itself  a  record. 

The  4,644  total  includes  1,953  in 
AU's  graduate  programs  and  2,691 
undergraduate  students  —  2,126  of 
whom  are  full-time  students  (com- 
pared with  2,037  last  year). 

"Our  graduate  and  off-campus 
programs  continue  to  grow  as  we 
meet  the  needs  of  both  the  tradi- 
tional and  non-traditional  student 
throughout  much  of  northern  and 
central  Ohio,"  said  AU  President 
Joseph  R.  Shultz. 

Dr.  Shultz  added  that  Ashland's 
innovative  academic  programs,  its 
tradition  of  "Accent  on  the  In- 
dividual," its  dedicated  faculty  and 
staff,  and  its  on-going  campus 
beautification  projects  have  con- 
tributed to  the  successful  recruit- 
ing year.  [|] 
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Fulfilling  Visions 
for  the  Future 


Fulfilling  the  Vision  of  the  Church 


By  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  President  of  Ashland  University 


TT7ITHOUT  VISION,  we 
VV  perish."  It  is  common 
knowledge  that  an  airplane  in  the 
sky  or  a  boat  on  the  ocean 
without  a  compass  will  turn  in  in- 
creasingly smaller  circles.  When  I 
personally  go  boating  on  Lake 
Erie  to  an  outer  island,  I  find  it 
always  important  and  comforting 
to  have  a  compass  on  board  by 
which  to  define  the  direction.  It  is 
strange  how  quickly  we  move  off 
course  without  something  to  give 
direction. 

The  vision  of  the  church  has 
been  given  to  us  by  our  Lord.  We 
are  to  go  into  all  the  world  to 
make  disciples.  It  is  God,  by  His 
staying  power  and  strength,  who 
determines  the  stability  of  the 
church  and  its  fulfillment.  We  as 
members  need  not  worry  about 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  the 
church.  Therefore  our  vision  and 


efforts  are  to  reach  out  and  risk 
new  frontiers.  Our  vision  is  deter- 
mined by  the  vision  of  Christ, 
who  died  for  the  "whole  world." 

The  vision  of  Ashland  Univer- 
sity is  determined  by  this  vision 
of  Christ.  We  are  reaching  out 
not  only  to  the  traditional  stu- 
dents, 18  to  24  years  old,  but  also 
to  the  educational  needs  of  our 
society. 

1.  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary —  Ashland  Seminary's 
vision  includes  a  pastoral  coun- 
seling program  in  Akron;  a  black 
studies  program  in  Cleveland; 
and  a  program  in  Detroit  reach- 
ing the  whole  city.  The  seminary 
has  grown  and  grown  because  of 
its  outreach  vision. 

2.  Master  of  Business  Ad- 
ministration —  This  program 
reaches  the  younger  business  per- 
sons who  are  trying  to  fulfill  their 


Ashland  University  President  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz 


roles  in  their  professions  and 
careers.  These  students  are 
usually  married  with  children. 
They  are  seeking  to  grow  and  be- 
come better  spouses,  parents,  and 
employees.  Most  of  these  stu- 
dents are  active  members  of  the 
church. 

3.  Masters  of  Education  — 
This  program  reaches  ap- 
proximately 2,000  teachers  who 
are  fulfilling  state  requirements 
that  they  might  become  better 
teachers  of  our  children  and 
grandchildren. 

4.  B.S./B.A.  Program  —  This 
program  is  taught  in  the  evening 
and  on  Saturdays  for  those  per- 
sons who  are  usually  working  full 
time  and  need  a  degree  for  their 
jobs.  This  program  offers  the  per- 
son who  may  have  tragedies,  or 
who  may  have  felt  the  need  to 
rebuild  his  or  her  life,  a  second 
career  or  a  new  start  in  life. 

5.  Prison  Program  —  AU  has 
for  the  last  18  years  had  faculty 
and  administrators  willing  to  go 
inside  prisons  to  teach  these 
people  basic  careers  so  that  when 
they  are  paroled,  they  can  get 
jobs  and  live  normal  lives. 

6.  Continuing  Education  — 
The  university  reaches  ap- 
proximately 8,000  students  in  on- 
going continuing  education.  Some 
of  these  people  just  like  to  study 
and  to  become  better  persons  in 
the  world  and  in  the  church. 

Ashland  University  has  been 
blessed  of  God  because  it  is  fol- 
lowing the  vision  of  Christ  in 
reaching  the  world.  It  is  success- 
ful and  growing  each  year  be- 
cause it  has  chosen  to  follow 
Christ's  vision  in  discipling  the 
world  —  the  world  today. 
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Fulfilling  Visions 
for  the  Future 


Making  the  Commitment 
to  Higher  Education 

By  Steven  Hannan,  Director  of  Public  Relations 


IN  TODAY'S  SOCIETY,  higher 
education  is  more  than  just  a 
smart  investment  in  a  person's 
future;  it  is  essential.  But  that 
final  handshake  and  the  receiv- 
ing of  the  diploma  on  graduation 
day  are  not  things  that  just  hap- 
pen. It  takes  a  commitment  by 
many  people  to  fulfill  a  student's 
vision  of  academic  growth  and 
the  beginning  of  a  career. 

First  there  is  the  commitment 
by  the  student,  which  often  in- 
cludes self-discipline  and  finan- 
cial considerations.  In  addition, 
the  student  must  be  dedicated  to 
learning  (which  will  be  tested  by 
late  night  studying  culminated  by 
written  exams)  and  possess  a 
strong  desire  to  succeed. 

A  commitment  by  the  parents 
most  often  includes  a  willingness 
to  provide  financial  assistance. 
But  there  needs  to  be  more.  In 
addition  to  being  involved  in  the 
student's  choice  of  a  college  or 
university,  parents  need  to  pro- 
vide moral  support  and  en- 
couragement in  order  for  the 
student  to  succeed. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  is  the  com- 
mitment by  the  college  or  univer- 
sity. This  includes  the  school's 
commitment  to  each  student  both 
in  and  out  of  the  classroom.  Ash- 
land University's  dedicated,  car- 
ing faculty  spends  whatever  time 
is  necessary  to  ensure  that  stu- 
dents attain  a  quality  education. 

This  commitment  by  the  insti- 
tution also  shows  in  its  avail- 
ability of  financial  assistance. 
Unfortunately,  many  parents 
send  their  children  to  state  in- 
stitutions because  they  believe  it 
will  cost  them  less  money.  This  is 
not  always  the  case. 


Ashland  University's  financial 
aid  programs  are  designed  to 
reduce  the  price  of  a  private, 
liberal  arts  education  to  a  cost  af- 
fordable to  each  family.  Ninety- 
five  percent  of  AU  freshmen  who 
applied  for  financial  assistance 
last  year  received  aid  from  the 
university,  state,  and/or  federal 
resources.  The  average  assistance 
for  these  students  was  $6,000. 
Types  of  assistance  include 
scholarships,  grants,  employ- 
ment, and  low-interest  loans. 

Scholarships  and  grants 

Scholarships  are  gifts  for 
educational  expenses  and  do  not 
need  to  be  repaid.  The  Ashland 
University  catalog  lists  149  such 
scholarships.  Many  are  given  by 
Brethren  churches,  auxiliaries, 
and  members  of  The  Brethren 
Church  for  Brethren  students. 

Grants  comprise  another 
category  of  financial  assistance. 
These  do  not  need  to  be  repaid, 
and  are  used  to  supplement  other 
scholarships,  loans,  or  employ- 
ment in  an  attempt  to  meet  a 
student's  financial  need.  Grants 
are  available  for  a  wide  range  of 
applicants.  A  partial  list  of  grants 
include:  merit,  departmental, 
alumnus,  Brethren,  Crusader, 
ministerial,  family,  and  athletic. 

It's  important  to  compare  the 
cost,  not  the  price  of  an  institu- 
tion, when  choosing  the  univer- 
sity that  will  provide  the  basis  for 
a  lifetime  of  success.  Ashland 
University  is  committed  to  meet- 
ing the  financial  needs  of  any 
qualified  and  eligible  under- 
graduate student. 

These  commitments  by  student, 
family,  and  university  are  amply 


rewarded.  Studies  have  shown 
that  people  with  college  degrees 
will  earn  more  money,  have  bet- 
ter job  security,  and  have  less 
chance  of  becoming  unemployed 
in  the  coming  years. 

The  January  15,  1990,  issue  of 
Business  Week  reported  that  a 
college  degree  is  increasingly  the 
determining  factor  in  whether  or 
not  a  person  is  employed.  "For 
people  aged  25-34,  the  unemploy- 
ment rate  for  those  lacking  a 
high-school  diploma  doubled  from 
6.2  percent  in  1974  to  12.1  per- 
cent in  1988.  Over  the  same 
period,  the  unemployment  rate 
for  high  school  graduates  also 
doubled,  from  3.6  percent  to  6.7 
percent.  For  college  graduates, 
however,  the  rate  remained  un- 
changed at  2.1  percent." 

And  according  to  a  report  in  the 
November  1989  issue  of  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report,  "Educa- 
tion —  and  the  lack  thereof  — 
divides  the  financial  prospects  of 
baby  boomers  and  determines 
whether  they  live  better  than 
their  parents  lived."  The  report 
noted  that  the  earnings  gap  be- 
tween high-school  and  college- 
educated  boomers  is  due 
primarily  to  the  disappearance  of 
many  factory  jobs  and  the 
demand  for  college-educated 
workers  in  manufacturing. 

A  team  effort 

These  studies  stress  the  impor- 
tance of  a  college  education.  How- 
ever, it  is  important  to  remember 
that  a  student's  vision  of  a  college 
degree  and  a  professional  career 
can  be  cut  short  without  a  com- 
mitment from  everyone  involved. 
It's  a  team  effort.  [f] 
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UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Smoky  Row  Church  Dedicates  Addition 
During  Tenth  Anniversary  Celebration 


Columbus,  Ohio  —  The  Smoky  Row 
Brethren  Church  of  Columbus  held  a 
twofold  celebration  on  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 23  —  an  observance  of  the 
church's  tenth  anniversary  and  the 
dedication  of  its  new  educational  and 
administrative  wing. 

Featured  activites  on  this  special 
day  included  a  morning  worship  serv- 
ice at  which  Dr.  John  Shultz  of  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  spoke;  a 
catered  noon  meal;  and  an  afternoon 
service.  The  theme  for  the  afternoon 
was  a  look  at  the  church's  past, 
present,  and  future.  The  past  element 
was  a  video  presentation  of  the 
church's  history;  the  present  element 
was  the  dedication  of  the  new  facility; 
and  the  future  element  was  a  chal- 


lenge by  Dr.  Shultz  to  maintain  our 
focus  on  Jesus  Christ  and  to  continue 
in  faithfulness 
to  Him. 

The  Smoky 
Row  congrega- 
tion, which  was 
an  outgrowth 
of  the  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Mission 
Board's  desire 
to  plant  a 
church  in  the 
state's  capital, 
held  its  first 
service  on  Sep- 
tember 21, 
1980.  Dale  and 
Marcia  Stoffer, 


together  with  Don  and  Barb  Graves, 
John  and  Jean  Shultz,  and  Bill  and 
Pam  Deardurff,  constituted  the 
founding  families.  Dr.  Stoffer  con- 
tinues to  pastor  the  church,'  which 
now  has  over  forty  families  and 
averages  around  90  for  Sunday  morn- 


The  Smoky  Row  building  with  the  new  wing  at  the  left  (beyond  the  entrance). 


Edna  Logan  Commissioned 
For  Service  as  "Tentmaker" 

Harrisonburg,  Va.  —  Edna  Logan 
was  commissioned  as  a  Home  Mission 
"Tentmaker"  „_..  , 

August  26  at  **di 
the  Bethlehem 
Brethren 
Church,  where 
she  is  a  long- 
time member. 
Mrs.  Logan 
will  be  serving 
as  a  tent- 
maker  at  the 
Home 


new 


Mission  work 


Edna  Logan 


Two  of  the  original  four  families  of  the  church,  (I.  to.  r.)  John  and 
Jean  Shultz,  and  Marcia  and  Pastor  Dale  Stoffer.       Photos  by  Ron  waters. 


ing  worship  and  60  for  Sunday  school. 

The  congregation  completed  its  first 
unit,  a  multi-purpose  facility,  in  1983. 
By  1988,  however,  the  need  for  addi- 
tional educational  space  became  ever 
more  pronounced.  Therefore,  in 
December  1989,  the  congregation 
made  the  commitment  to  move  ahead 
with  building. 

Construction  began  on  the  new 
facility  on  June  5, 1990,  and  should  be 
complete  by  the  beginning  of  October. 
The  facility  has  a  large  nursery/tod- 
dler room,  six  restrooms  (to  meet  day 
care  requirements),  a  kitchenette, 
eight  classrooms  (six  of  which  have 
movable  partitions  that  can  be  opened 
to  create  a  large  fellowship  area),  a 
conference  room,  a  secretary's 
workroom,  and  offices  for  a  pastor  and 
associate  pastor. 

Workers  from  the  newly  formed 
Brethren  Construction  Fellowship  as- 
sisted with  the  construction  for  four 
weeks  during  June  and  July.  Their 
efforts  saved  the  congregation  around 
$20,000  in  building  costs. 

More  than  150  people  were  present 
for  the  anniversary/dedication  serv- 
ices, including  a  number  of  former 
members  of  the  church  as  well  as 
some  of  those  who  worked  on  the  new 
building  as  part  of  the  Brethren  Con- 
struction Fellowship.  The  congrega- 
tion is  planning  to  have  a  community 
open  house  for  the  new  facility  follow- 
ing the  morning  worship  service  on 
October  21  to  "show  off  the  finished 
product." 

—  reported  by  Pastor  Dale  Stoffer 


at  Frederick,  Md.  She  will  be  working 
along  with  Pastor  Charles  and  Linda 
Beekley  and  their  son,  Tim. 

During  the  August  26  commission- 
ing service,  Bethlehem  pastor  Rev. 
Pat  Velanzon  preached  on  "Individual 
Responsibility,"  based  on  Romans 
14:1-12.  Mark  Logan,  Mrs.  Logan's 
son  and  a  former  Brethren  missionary 
to  Argentina  and  Colombia,  read  let- 
ters to  his  mother  from  the 
Southeastern  District  and  national 
mission  boards.  Cathy  Cupp,  Mrs. 
Logan's  daughter,  sang,  and  Deacon 
Johnny  Wilkinson  read  Matt.  9:36-38. 

Mrs.  Logan  was  commissioned  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands  and  enters  this 
tentmaking  ministry  with  the  prayer 
support  of  her  home  congregation. 
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Brethren  in  Pennsylvania  Hold 
Centennial  District  Conference 


Meyersdale,  Pa.  —  The  Pennsyl- 
vania District  held  its  centennial  con- 
ference July  19-21  with  the  theme 
"Brethren  Renaissance." 

In  recognition  of  this  historic  oc- 
casion, the  conference  included  a  mes- 
sage by  Elder  Robert  Hoffman  giving 
an  overview  of  Brethren  history  from 
1708  to  the  present;  a  display  of  his- 
torical artifacts;  a  tour  of  Brethren 
historical  sites  in  the  Berlin  and 
Somerset  County  area;  and  several 
historical  vignettes  by  the  District 
Historical  Committee. 

In  addition  to  observing  the  100th 
anniversary  of  their  district  con- 
ference, the  Pennsylvania  Brethren 
also  celebrated  the  25th  anniversary 
of  Camp  Peniel,  where  their  district 
conferences  are  now  held. 

The  Conference,  which  began  on 
Thursday  evening,  was  preceded 
Thursday  morning  and  afternoon  by 
a  Church  Growth  Seminar,  led  by 
Rev.  R.  Keith  Hensley,  pastor  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church.  The 
seminar  focused  on  the  principles  and 
methods  of  growth,  and  ended  with  a 
session  that  centered  on  the  primacy 
of  prayer.  At  the  conclusion  of  this 
session,  those  in  attendance  paired  up 
and  spent  half  an  hour  praying  for  the 
churches. 


The  conference  itself  got  underway 
Thursday  evening  with  a  service  of 
praise  and  worship  led  by  Renais- 
sance, a  group  of  six  young  people 
from  the  Pittsburgh  Brethren 
Church.  Then  following  a  time  of  in- 
tercessory prayer,  the  Summer 
Crusader  team  Living  Sacrifice 
presented  a  program  of  praise  and 
testimony. 

The  emphasis  on  prayer  continued 
Friday  morning  in  the  address  by  Dis- 
trict Moderator  Randy  Best.  Rev.  Best 
said  that  he  believes  that  intercessory 
prayer  is  the  key  to  renaissance  in  the 
Pennsylvania  District.  Several  of  his 
recommendations  stressed  the  need 
for  prayer,  including  a  recommenda- 
tion that  all  meetings  of  conference 
boards,  auxiliaries,  and  other  groups 
begin  with  a  time  of  worship  and  in- 
tercessory prayer;  and  a  recommen- 
dation that  the  district  itself  and  each 
local  church  in  the  district  appoint  a 
prayer  leader  and/or  a  ministry  of 
prayer  to  plan  and  promote  interces- 
sory prayer. 

The  conference  also  included  three 
messages  by  General  Conference 
Moderator  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal. 
In  the  first  of  her  three  messages,  all 
of  which  centered  on  the  General  Con- 
ference theme,  "Be  Authentic  Dis- 


Highland  Church  Cosponsors 
Southwestern  Penn.  Crusade 

Marianna,  Pa.  —  The  Highland 
Brethren  Church  was  one  of  nearly  80 
church  sponsors  of  the  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania  John  Wesley  White 
Crusade,  held  June  17-14  at  the 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  fair- 
grounds. 

Numerous  members  of  the  High- 
land congregation  took  active  roles  in 
the  crusade.  Pastor  David  Graetz 
served  as  the  executive  secretary  for 
the  crusade  and  as  a  counselor  super- 
visor. Also  participating  in  crusade 
planning  were  Joe  Shargots  (High- 
land moderator),  who  served  as  the 
church's  men's  mobilizer;  Rose  Mary 
Hunter  (Highland  treasurer),  who 
served  as  women's  mobilizer;  and 
Jody  Majesky  (Highland  assistant 
pianist),  who  served  as  youth  mobi- 
lizer. 

Highland  Brethren  who  sang  in  the 
crusade  choir  were  Rose  Mary 
Hunter,  Jody  Majesky,  Elsie  Gray, 
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Gale  and  David  Graetz,  James  Bane, 
and  Edith  Shrontz.  Ben  Phillips 
served  as  an  usher,  and  many  others 
in  the  congregation  were  involved  as 
prayer  partners  for  the  crusade. 

More  than  9,000  people  attended 
the  eight-day  crusade.  Of  these,  264 
went  forward  to  make  a  commitment 
to  Christ  or  for  rededication.  There 
were  two  first-time  professions  of 
faith  and  three  recommitments  to 
Christ  made  by  people  who  came  from 
the  Highland  Church  or  by  people 
who  were  invited  to  the  crusade  by 
Highland  members. 

In  addition  to  the  Highland  people 
who  made  decisions  at  the  crusade, 
seven  children  accepted  the  Lord  as 
their  savior  during  the  church's  vaca- 
tion Bible  school,  and  three  young 
people  became  Christians  in  their 
youth  Sunday  school  class.  On  July  8, 
eight  of  these  young  people  were  bap- 
tized. Comments  Pastor  Graetz,  "God 
has  certainly  been  blessing  our  evan- 
gelism efforts  in  the  last  few  months 
at  Highland." 

—  reported  by  Pastor  David  Graetz 


ciples,"  she  stressed  the  importance  of 
surrounding  ourselves  with  people 
who  can  affirm  us,  hold  us  account- 
able, and  rebuke  us  when  necessary. 
She  recommended  having  six  such 
people,  which  she  called  the  sponsor, 
the  affirmer,  the  rebuker,  the  inter- 
cessor, the  partner,  and  the  pastor. 

In  her  second  message,  based  on 
Hebrews  11  and  12,  Dr.  Drushal 
spoke  on  having  faith  enough  to  do 
what  God  is  calling  us  to  do.  God  has 
promised  to  be  with  us,  to  give  us  His 
grace,  and  to  provide  us  the  power  to 
accomplish  His  work.  The  question  is, 
"Do  we  trust  Him  enough?" 

In  her  concluding  message,  Dr. 
Drushal  emphasized  putting  our  dis- 
cipleship  into  practice.  She  said  that 
to  be  authentic  disciples,  we  must  get 
out  of  our  rocking  chairs  and  take  the 
first  steps. 

Business  sessions  during  the  con- 
ference were  taken  up  largely  by 
reports  from  district  boards,  commit- 
tees, and  officers;  and  by  elections. 
The  54  lay  and  14  ministerial  dele- 
gates also  took  action  on  the  mod- 
erator's nine  recommendations, 
which  dealt  largely  with  prayer  and 
evangelism  in  the  district. 

In  elections,  Rev.  Gerald  Barr,  pas- 
tor of  the  district  Home  Mission 
Church  at  Sarver,  Pa.,  was  chosen 
moderator  elect.  Other  officers 
elected  were  Grace  Grumbling, 
secretary;  Kay  Miller,  assistant 
secretary;  Jerald  Radcliff,  treasurer; 
Joy  Zook,  assistant  treasurer;  and 
Norman  Grumbling,  statistician. 
Rev.  Randy  Best,  who  was  to  have 
served  as  moderator-elect  at  this  con- 
ference but  who  stepped  into  the 
leadership  position  when  Moderator 
Jamie  Kridler  moved  out  of  the  dis- 
trict, will  continue  to  serve  as 
moderator. 

Next  year's  conference  is  scheduled 
for  July  25-27  at  Camp  Peniel. 

The  District  BYC  Conference  was 
held  concurrently  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania adult  conference.  The  youth 
were  led  by  Ralph  and  Dordi  John  in 
a  program  that  included  business  ses- 
sions liberally  interspersed  with 
recreation  and  some  valuable 
workshops. 

Elections  resulted  in  the  following 
district  BYC  officers:  Jerry  Barr, 
president;  Kris  Nulph,  vice  president; 
Mindi  Leckey,  secretary;  Kim  Cooper, 
treasurer;  Wendy  Barr,  reporter;  and 
Jodi  Kepple,  National  BYC  Council 
representative. 

—  Written  by  the  editor  from  Secretary 
Grace  Grumbling's  minutes  and  from 
other  reports  of  the  conference. 
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UPDATE 


Indiana  Brethren  Meet  September  15 
To  Conduct  Business  of  the  District 


Nappanee,  Ind.  —  The  business  con- 
ference of  the  Indiana  District  was 
held  Saturday,  September  15,  at  the 
Nappanee  First  Brethren  Church 
with  Moderator  Keith  Bennett  presid- 
ing and  143  delegates  in  attendance 
(106  lay,  37  elders  —  unofficial  count). 

The  conference  included  an  address 
by  Moderator  Bennett,  reports  from 
district  officers  and  ministries,  elec- 
tions, and  other  items  of  business. 

In  his  address,  Moderator  Bennett 
presented  four  recommendations, 
all  of  which  were  approved  by  the 
conference.  These  recommendations 
were: 

1.  That  each  church  in  the  district 
encourage  its  pastor  and  wife  and  key 
lay  people  to  get  involved  in  the 
Brethren  version  of  the  Lutheran  Via 
De  Cristo  or  similar  small-group  pro- 
gram. 

2.  That  each  church  in  the  district 
plan  to  have  a  "Friend  Day"  or  similar 
program  in  1991  and  that  a  diligent 
effort  be  made  to  follow  up  all  visitors 
who  come  as  a  result. 

3.  That  each  church  in  the  district 
be  encouraged  to  have  a  mission  con- 
ference or  some  program  to  promote 
missions  in  1991  and  that  each  church 


strive  to  increase  its  giving  to  mis- 
sions by  at  least  10  percent. 

4.  That  each  church  in  the  district 
actively  support  with  prayer,  fi- 
nances, and  in  other  ways  Riverside 
Christian  Training  School  at  Lost 
Creek,  Ky. 

5.  That  each  church  schedule  the 
film,  In  His  Steps  —  What  Would 
Jesus  Do?  in  1991  (preferably  in 
January)  and  participate  in  a  pro- 
gram designed  to  enhance  spiritual 
formation. 

In  addition  to  the  moderator's 
recommendations,  delegates  also  ap- 
proved a  recommendation  from  the 
district  Board  of  Directors  changing 
the  district  constitution  to  include  in 
the  district  structure  a  "Moderator 
Track"  composed  of  the  moderator- 
elect,  moderator,  and  past  moderator. 
The  responsibility  of  this  group  shall 
be  to  set  before  the  district  a  visionary 
course  that  will  help  the  churches  in- 
dividually and  corporately  to  strive 
for  their  biblical  mandate. 

The  district  missions  ministry 
reported  that  the  district  Home  Mis- 
sion church  at  Carmel,  Ind.,  cele- 
brated its  10th  anniversary  on  Sep- 
tember 16.  This  church  is  currently 


receiving  $1,000  per  month  in  sup- 
port, with  that  amount  to  be  reduced 
by  $100  per  month  in  1991,  as  the 
church  moves  toward  self-support. 
The  missions  ministry  is  now  in  the 
process  of  seeking  another  location  at 
which  to  start  a  mission  church. 

The  statistician's  report  revealed 
that  average  Sunday  morning  wor- 
ship attendance  in  the  district  in  1989 
was  3,615,  up  33  from  1988;  and 
average  Sunday  school  attendance 
was  exactly  the  same  for  the  two  years 
at  2,444  —  this  despite  the  fact  that 
the  district  saw  a  decline  of  405  in 
total  membership  from  4,822  at  the 
end  of  1988  to4,417  at  the  end  of  1989. 

In  the  annual  election,  Dr.  Dan 
Lawson,  pastor  of  the  Oakville  First 
Brethren  Church,  was  chosen 
moderator-elect;  and  Rev.  William 
Brady,  pastor  of  the  Corinth  Brethren 
Church,  was  elected  secretary.  Rev. 
James  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Carmel 
Brethren  Church  and  this  year's 
moderator-elect,  becomes  the  new 
moderator. 

The  district  will  continue  its  split 
conference  in  1991,  with  the  inspira- 
tional conference  to  be  held  at  the 
Brethren  Retreat  on  June  7-8,  and 
the  business  conference  to  be  held 
September  14  at  a  location  to  be  deter- 
mined later. 

—  Written  by  the  editor  from  the  min- 
utes of  Secretary  James  Sluss. 


Doran,  Nancy  Hostetler  Named 
1990  AU  Outstanding  Alumni 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Doran  and  Nancy 
Hostetler  of  Riverside  Christian 
Training  School  in  Lost  Creek,  Ky., 
were  honored  with  1990  Outstanding 
Alumni  awards  September  29  during 
Ashland  University's  homecoming 
celebration. 

In  addition  to  receiving  outstanding 
alumni  awards,  the  Hostetlers  were 
recipients  of  the  first  Drushal  Hu- 
manitarian Award,  named  in  honor  of 
Rev.  George  and  Ada  Drushal,  early 
Ashland  University  graduates  who 
founded  Riverside  School  in  1905. 

After  graduating  from  Ashland 
University  in  1958  and  1959  respec- 
tively, Nancy  and  Doran  married  and 
settled  in  Lost  Creek,  where  they  ded- 
icated their  lives  to  serving  at  River- 
side School,  which  provides  children 
of  Appalachia  with  a  quality  educa- 
tion based  on  Christian  principles. 

Initially  Doran  taught  physical  ed- 
ucation and  history,  while  Nancy 
taught  speech,  French,  English,  and 
girls'  physical  education.  They  also 
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lived  at  the  school  and  acted  as  house 
parents  for  the  school's  resident  stu- 
dents. In  1976  Doran  accepted  the 
duties  of  administrator,  while  both  he 
and  Nancy  remain  active  as  teachers. 
While  attending  Ashland  Univer- 


sity, Doran  played  football  and  served 
on  the  Gospel  Team  and  Circle  K. 
Nancy  was  active  in  the  Women's  Ath- 
letic Association  and  the  Teachers' 
Organization.  Both  served  on  student 
council.  While  in  Ashland,  they  at- 
tended the  Garber  Brethren  Church. 


Doran  and  Nancy  Hostetler 


Leaders  for  Responsible  Television 
Announce  Boycott  of  Burger  King 

Carol  Stream,  111.  —  Christian 
Leaders  for  Responsible  Television 
(CLeaR-TV)  has  announced  a  one- 
year  boycott  of  Burger  King,  effective 
September  1,  1990. 

Burger  King  was  found  to  be  one  of 
the  ten  worst  offenders  in  sponsorship 
of  sex,  violence,  and  profanity  during 
the  1990  spring  sweeps  rating  period. 
According  to  CLeaR-TV,  Burger  King 
helped  sponsor  18.85  incidents  of  sex, 
violence,  and  profanity  with  every  30- 
second  commercial  they  ran  —  ap- 
proximately two-thirds  more  than  the 
average  for  all  advertisers. 

Christians  concerned  about  the 
amount  of  offensive  material  on  TV 
are  urged  to  join  the  boycott  and  to 
encourage  others  to  do  the  same. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

TRACKING  THE  MYSTERIOUS  GOD  WHO  MADE  ALL  THINGS 

Some  years  ago  a  famous  Christian  writer  named  C.S.  Lewis  wrote  a 
number  of  letters  to  his  good  friend,  Malcolm.  Mr.  Lewis  and  Malcolm  wrote 
to  each  other  about  prayer.  They  wrote  what  they  thought  about  prayer,  how 
to  pray  better,  what  to  pray  about,  and  how  prayer  brings  about  changes  in  our  lives. 

One  idea  C.S.  Lewis  shared  with  his  friend  was  how  he  made  prayers  of  praise  to 
God  each  time  he  saw,  heard,  smelled,  tasted,  or  felt  something  that  God  had  made. 
When  he  fully  experienced  something  that  God  had  made  —  like  the  sight  and  smell  of 
wildflowers  or  the  refreshing  coolness  of  a  bubbling  stream  or  even  his  soft  bedroom 
slippers  warm  on  his  feet  —  then  he  automatically  praised  the  amazing  and  wonderful 
God  who  could  make  such  things.  Each  thing  near  him  that  God  had  created  taught  him 
something  new  about  the  Creator  who  made  it. 

It  takes  work  to  think  about  the  many  blessings  from  God  that  are  all  around  us.  But 
if  we  try  real  hard  to  experience  fully  each  of  God's  gifts,  we  will  begin  to  understand 
better  the  mysterious  God  who  made  all  things.  God  will  seem  more  real  and  present  to 
us  than  just  a  mysterious  "Bright  Blur"  in  our  minds. 

BE  A  DETECTIVE?  How  long  can  you  be  aware  of  each  sight,  sound,  smell, 
taste,  and  touch  of  God's  creation  around  you?  Can  you  do  it  for  a  day?  For  part  of  a 
day?  For  an  hour?  For  ten  minutes?  Choose  a  length  of  time  for  yourself  and  try  it. 
Experience  some  of  the  many  things  God  has  created  and  see  what  they  can  teach  you 
about  the  Creator  who  made  them. 


ANOTHER  MYSTERY 
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There  was  a  Person  who  often  pointed  to  things  in  God's  creation  to 
help  people  understand  who  God  was  and  what  God's  kingdom  was  all 
about.  Below  is  something  that  this  Person  said.  See  if  you  can  fill  in  the 
missing  words.  Check  yourself  by  reading  Matthew  6:26  in  a  New  Interna- 
tional Version  of  the  Bible.  Can  you  solve  the  mystery?  WHO  SAID  THESE  WORDS? 

"Look  at  the of  the ;  they  do  not or or  store 

away  in  .  and  yet  your Father  feeds  them.  Are 

not  much  more than  they?"        Matthew  6:26 

BARNS         SOW        YOU         REAP         BIRDS 
HEAVENLY        VALUABLE        AIR 
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UPDATE 


Inspiration  and  Fellowship  Ingredients 
Of  Indiana  District  Golden- Age  Retreat 


Shipshewana,  Ind.  —  Approximate- 
ly 35  golden-agers  of  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict enjoyed  a  time  of  inspiration  and 
fellowship  at  the  Golden  Age  Retreat 
held  August  27-30  at  the  Brethren 
Retreat  at  Shipshewana  Lake. 

The  retreat  got  underway  Monday 
afternoon  with  get-acquainted  games. 
This  was  followed  Monday  evening  by 
vespers  led  by  Rev.  Clarence  Kindley 
with  songs  led  by  his  wife,  Edna.  Spe- 
cial music  was  presented  by  a  trio 
composed  of  Rev.  Herb  Gilmer,  Rev. 
Edgar  Berkshire,  and  Evelyn  Gilmer. 
Rev.  Gilmer  then  conducted  a  lovely 
memorial  service  honoring  several 
who  died  during  the  past  year.  The 
evening  concluded  with  a 
film,  The  Apple  Dumpling 
Gang. 

Tuesday's  activities 
began  with  morning 
watch,  led  by  Rev. 
Woodrow  Immel,  and  a 
musical  program  by  La- 
Veta  Immel  playing  the 
marimba.  A  session  of 
"Poems  and  Riddles"  by 
Helen  Gillis  followed.  The 
morning  concluded  with 
the  first  of  three  programs 
by  Rev.  James  Black,  Ex- 
ecutive Director  of  the  Mis- 


sionary Board  of  the  Brethren 
Church,  who  showed  a  video  of 
Brethren  mission  work  in  Bolivia. 

During  the  afternoon,  some  at- 
tended the  Shipshewana  flea  market 
while  others  stayed  behind.  An  after- 
noon thunderstorm  canceled  the 
planned  croquet  game,  so  retreaters 
played  indoor  games  and  watched  a 
video,  appropriately  titled,  The  Rising 
Storm. 

Evening  activities  included  a 
second  program  by  Rev.  Black,  who 
showed  pictures  of  Mexico  City  and 
Brethren  mission  work  there.  This 
was  followed  by  a  campfire. 

Rev.  George  Brown  was  in  charge  of 


Participants  in  the  Golden  Age  Retreat 


morning  watch  on  Wednesday.  Then 
Rev.  Black  presented  his  final  pro- 
gram of  the  retreat,  a  video  of  the  80th 
Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church 
in  Argentina.  The  morning  was 
rounded  out  with  a  craft  time,  headed 
by  Erma  Riddle. 

Afternoon  activities  included 
games,  visiting,  and  a  watermelon- 
seed-spitting  contest. 

Evening  events  began  with  singing; 
quartet  music  by  Rev.  Edgar 
Berkshire,  John  Porte,  and  Evelyn 
and  Herb  Gilmer;  and  a  devotional  by 
Rev.  Claude  Stogsdill.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  skit,  "Mother's  Advice," 
given  by  Russell  and  Pauline  Peffley, 
June  Hostetler,  and  Helen  Gillis. 

On  Thursday  morning,  Evelyn  Gil- 
mer led  the  group  in  some  thoughts  on 
"Compassion,"  based  on  the  story  of 
the  Good  Samaritan.  She  stated:  "No 
one  will  really  care  how 
much  you  know  till  they 
know  how  much  you  care." 
Rev.  Glenn  Grumbling  led 
a  Bible  study  and  sang,  "It 
is  well  with  My  Soul." 
Then  the  retreat  con- 
cluded with  a  short  busi- 
ness meeting  during  which 
it  was  agreed  to  come  back 
again  next  year  at  the 
same  time  and  place  and 
that  Rev.  Black  should 
likewise  be  invited  to 
return. 
—  reported  by  Helen  Gillis 


Brethren  Mission  of  India 
Receives  Commendation 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Word  was  received 
recently  by  the  Missionary  Board  of- 
fice that  our  Brethren  Mission  in 
India  received  a  commendation  for 
service  rendered  during  the  May  1990 
cyclone  tragedy  in  India. 

The  commendation  from  Sri  N.V.H. 
Sastry,  I.A.S.,  Collector  &  Dist. 
Magistrate,  East  Godavari,  Kakinada 
(the  highest  ranking  government  offi- 
cial in  the  county),  reads: 

In  the  recent  cyclone  of  May  1990 
your  organization  has  rendered  com- 
mendable service  to  the  cyclone  vic- 
tims of  East  Godavari  District. 

In  appreciation  of  the  service 
rendered  by  your  organization,  the 
Collector  has  been  pleased  to  award 
commendation  certificate  to  your  or- 
ganization on  the  eve  of  Independence 
Day,  i.e.,  on  15-8-90.  I  therefore  re- 
quest you  to  attend  the  Independence 
Day  function  to  be  held  at  P.R.  College 
Grounds,  Kakinada  at  9:00  A.M.  on 

22 


Brethren  Mission  staff  load  a  van  with 
baskets  of  supplies  for  cyclone  victims. 

15-8-90  to  receive  the  commendate  cer- 
tificate. 


All-Time  High  Student  Enrollment 
At  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  has  announced  an  all- 
time  high  enrollment  of  494  students 
for  the  1990-91  academic  year  —  a 
nine  percent  increase  over  last  year's 
student  population  of  452. 

"While  the  national  trend  in  semi- 
nary enrollment  has  shown  a  one  to 
two  percent  decrease  in  recent  years, 
we  have  been  growing  significantly," 
said  Dr.  Frederick  Finks,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  seminary.  "Because  of  the 
good  reputation  of  Ashland  Univer- 
sity and  the  Theological  Seminary,  we 
are  getting  more  students,"  he  added. 
"Also,  the  recent  introduction  of  our 
new  program  in  black  studies  has  in- 
terested a  lot  of  people." 

More  than  50  denominations  are 
represented  in  this  year's  enrollment. 
They  have  come  from  more  than  25 
states  as  well  as  eight  foreign 
countries,  including  Canada,  Korea, 
Honduras,  Jamaica,  Zimbabwe, 
Nigeria,  Kenya,  and  China. 
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The  annual  Sunday  school  and  church 
picnic  of  the  Valley  Brethren  Church 

held  Sunday,  July  15,  at  Keslar's  Grove  had 
special  significance  this  year,  for  it  was  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  event,  which  has 
been  held  every  third  Sunday  in  July  since 
1940.  In  honor  of  its  50th  year,  a  history  of 
the  picnic  was  read  and  a  banner  was  dis- 
played to  welcome  everyone  to  the  event. 
Other  activities  included  a  covered-dish 
meal,  games  for  all  classes  from  nursery 
through  adult,  lots  of  good  fellowship,  and 
cake  and  ice  cream.  Prizes  were  awarded  to 
the  oldest  woman  present  (Elsie  Stahl),  the 
oldest  man  present  (Charlie  Ludy),  the 
youngest  baby  there  (Gayle  Temple),  the 
largest  family  (Marvin  Stahl  family),  and 
those  who  traveled  the  farthest  to  get  to  the 
picnic  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  W.  Yoder,  Sr., 
parents  of  Pastor  Bill  Yoder).  The  day's 
events  were  planned  by  Debbie  Shaffer, 
Vera  Schroyer,  and  Jane  Yoder. 

Beulah  Ridenour,  a  member  of  the 
Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church,  was 
honorer  by  the  Bryan  W.M.S.  on  her  99th 
birthday,  which  she  celebrated  on  July  6. 
Mrs.  Ridenour  lives  alone  and  attends  Sun- 
day school  and  worship  services  regularly. 

Tony  Price,  a  member  of  The  Brethren 
Church  at  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  a  fresh- 
man this  fall  at  Ashland  University,  is  the 
first  recepient  of  the  New  Lebanon 
Church's  Dafler  Memorial  Scholarship, 
established  by  Mary  Alice  and  Harold 
Mielke  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Mielke's  parents 
and  sister.  Mrs.  Mielke's  father  and  mother, 
Harvey  and  Oma  Dafler,  were  longtime 
members  and  deacon  and  deaconess  in  The 
Brethren  Church  at  New  Lebanon.  Mrs. 
Mielke's  sister,  Norma,  was  likewise  a 
longtime  member  and  deaconess  at  New 
Lebanon  and  also  served  as  church  pianist 


Evangelist  Cassettes  Available 

The  articles  in  the  Evangelist  are 
now  available  on  audio-cassette.  Any 
sight-impaired  person  desiring  to  re- 
ceive sound  recordings  of  each  issue 
should  send  his/her  name  and  address 
to  The  brethren  Evangelist,  524  Col- 
lege Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  There 
is  no  charge  for  this  service  at  this  time. 


and  organist  for  approximate  45  years.  Mrs. 
Mielke,  who  grew  up  in  the  New  Lebanon 
Brethren  Church,  served  for  a  number  of 
years  in  various  positions  at  Ashland 
University,  including  as  dean  of  women, 
registrar,  and  academic  counselor.  Her  late 
husband  was  a  professor  for  15  years  in  the 
department  of  business  administration. 
Tony  Price  has  been  an  active  member  and 
BYC  member  at  New  Lebanon  and  served 
two  terms  as  a  National  BYC  Summer 
Crusader.  He  is  majoring  in  elementary 
education  at  AU  and  is  interested  in  serving 
as  a  youth  minister  in  The  Brethren  Church. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Vinco,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church  recently 
received  a  sum  of  money  in  memory  of 
Bernice  Overdorf.  The  money  was  sent  to 
the  Pennsylvania  District  Mission  Board  to 
be  used  for  the  starting  of  a  new  church. 

World  Relief  has  been  at  work  in  the 
Middle  East,  helping  to  feed  refugees  from 
Iraq  and  Kuwait  located  in  refugee  camps 
in  Jordan.  Working  through  local  churches, 
World  Relief  is  helping  to  meet  the  most 
urgent  needs  of  the  refugees.  In  addition  to 
food,  350  tents  have  been  distributed  as  well 
as  a  truckload  of  cooking  pots  and  gas 
burners.  A  conservative  estimate  is  that 
emergency  relief  will  be  needed  in  Jordan 
for  at  least  six  more  months.  According  to 
World  Relief's  Middle  East  Director  Dick 
Anderson,  World  Relief  has  money  to  sup- 


port emergency  feeding  for  six  weeks. 
Brethren  desiring  to  help  in  this  relief  effort 
can  send  money  (earmarked  for  World 
Relief  refugee  relief)  to  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office,  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  OH  44805;  or  send  funds  directly 
to  World  Relief,  Refugee  Relief  Fund,  P.O. 
Box  WRC,  Wheaton,  IL  60189. 
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Bryan,  Ohio  —  Wilma  Hoffman,  a  member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Bryan,  cele- 
brated her  100th  birthday  on  July  3.  In  recog- 
nition of  the  occasion,  her  daughter,  son-in- 
law,  and  grandchildren  held  an  open  house  in 
her  honor.  Mrs.  Hoffman  resides  at  the  Bryan 
Nursing  Care  Center. 

—  reported  by  Louise  Bishop 


In  Memory 

Paul  Place,  87,  September  21.  Member  for  24 
years  of  the  South  Bend  First  Brethen  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Larry  R.  Baker. 
Nora  Speilman,  98,  September  1 1.  Member  for 
69  years  and  second  oldest  member  at  time  of  her 
death  of  the  Hagerstown  First  Brethren  Church. 
When  her  husband,  George,  was  still  living,  the 
Speilmans  attended  General  Conference  ap- 
proximately 30  years  in  a  row.  Services  by  Pastor 
Harold  Barnett. 

Kermit  B.  Cross,  87,  September  9.  Member 
since  1935  and  deacon  of  the  Oakville  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  taught  the  young 
married  Sunday  school  class  for  a  number  of 
years.  Services  by  Pastor  Dan  Lawson  and  Dr. 
Wes  Ellis. 

Pauline  Nelson,  55,  September  3.  Member  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor R.  Keith  Hensley. 

Weddings 

Genea  Ann  Durbin  to  Jay  Ryan  Lawler, 

August  25,  at  the  Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church; 
Pastor  Dean  Benton  officiating.  Members  of  the 
Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church. 
Kathy  Sue  King  to  Michael  Nuckels,  August 
25,  at  the  Oak  Hill  First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor 
William  Skeldon  officiating.  Groom  attends  the 
Oak  Hill  First  Brethren  Church. 
Lory  Lenig  to  Troy  Michael,  August  18,  at 
Oakville  First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Dan  Law- 
son  officiating.  Groom  a  member  of  the  Oakville 
First  Brethren  Church. 


October  1990 


Terri  Jackson  to  Shawn  Mahan,  June  16,  at  the 
Masontown  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Russell 
King  officiating.  Members  of  the  Masontown 
Brethren  Church. 

Lisa  Ann  David  to  Daniel  Paul  Wilson,  June  9, 
at  Port  St.  John,  Fla.  Groom  a  member  of  the 
Masontown  Brethren  Church. 

Goldenaires 

David  and  Urla  Jamison,  55th,  October  12. 
Members  of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church. 
Robert  and  Jean  Winkler,  50th,  October  12. 
Members  of  the  Dayton  Hillcrest  Brethren 
Church. 

Bob  and  Helen  Shafer,  50th,  September  19. 
Members  of  the  Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church. 
Rev.  Wayne  and  Mildred  Swihart,  50th,  Sep- 
tember 14.  Members  of  the  North  Manchester 
First  Brethren  Church. 

Maxwell  and  Evelyn  Miller,  60th,  July  27. 
Members  of  the  Nappanee  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Garber:  4  by  transfer 

Gretna:  5  by  baptism 

Corinth:  3  by  baptism 

Waterloo:  1  by  baptism 

Masontown:  2  by  baptism 

Pleasant  View:  2  by  baptism 

Meadow  Crest:  1  by  transfer 

Hagerstown:  4  by  baptism,  10  by  transfer 
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The  future  belongs  to  those  who  prepare 
for  it  Let  Ashland  University  provide 
the  foundation  for  a  success- 
ful career. 


Ashland  University  is  proud  of  its  record  of 
educating  hundreds  of  Brethren  students  who 
have  found  that  the  road  to  success  travels 
through  Ashland  University.  Many  Brethren 
graduates  of  Ashland  University  serve  in 
various  capacities  in  The  Brethren  Church  — 
both  as  ministerial  and  as  lay  workers. 

Students  attending  Ashland  have  the  oppor- 
tunity for  involvement  in  the  campus  religious 
life  activities  and  the  activities  of  The  Brethren 
Church. 

Check  out  Ashland  University  and  its  many 
scholarships,  including  the  special  $800 
Brethren  Grant.  Ninety-five  percent  of  AU  stu- 
dents receive  financial  aid,  with  the  average 
award  being  approximately  $6,000. 

Learn  more  about  your  university.  Call  1-800- 
882-1548  toll  free  in  Ohio,  or  (419)  289-5052 
out  of  state. 


Ashland 
University 
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Showing  Enduring  Faith 

James  1:3  —  "...  knowing  that  the  testing  of  your  faith  produces  endurance. 

The  first  of  several  articles  on  the  1991  General 
Conference  theme  by  Moderator  James  Sluss. 


I  EXPLAINED  to  the  architect 
that  the  proposed  nursery  for 
the  church  needed  to  be  re- 
designed. It  simply  had  to  be 
larger  to  accommodate  a  growing 
church. 

While  I  was  making  these  com- 
ments, I  was  thinking  about  the 
fact  that  the  major  crisis  for  the 
church  is  not  the  size  of  the  nurs- 
ery, but  rather  the  lack  of  suffi- 
cient spiritual  formation,  which 
results  in  the  church  becoming  an 
oversized  nursery.  Lack  of 
spiritual  formation  is  a  number- 
one  problem  of  the  church  today. 
We  as  Brethren  have  made  the 
ministry  to  this  crisis  our  number- 
one  focus. 

Qualities  of  faith 

When  the  formation  of  Christ 
within  us  is  in  process,  certain 
qualities  of  faith  become  visible. 
James  centers  on  these  qualities. 

One  of  these  demonstrated 
qualities  is  endurance.  Its  absence 
or  presence  is  shown  in  times  of 
trouble.  It  is  in  the  crisis  moments 
of  our  personal  lives  and  in  the 
corporate  life  of  the  church  that 
the  lack  of  or  the  fact  of  the  form- 
ing of  Christ  within  our  lives  be- 
comes evident. 

Difficulties  provide  the  frame- 
work in  which  formation  can  occur. 
The  climate  at  its  worst  can  be  the 
best  for  what  the  Lord  desires. 
When  the  external  and  internal 
pressures  of  life  are  overwhelming, 
they  become  the  crucible  in  which 
endurance  can  emerge.  The  quality 
of  faith  which  expresses  itself  in 
endurance  is  an  indicator  that 
spiritual  formation  is  in  process. 

Recently  a  youth  Sunday  school 


class  in  our  church  was  engaged  in 
a  lively  class  session.  The  children 
in  the  neighboring  nursery  class 
heard  the  commotion  and  were 
asked  what  all  that  noise  was 
about.  A  little  girl  answered, 
"That's  God." 

We  choose  the  response 

In  all  the  commotion  of  life,  God 
is  seeking  to  work  personally 
within  our  lives.  God  is  active  in 
our  struggles.  But  we  are  the  ones 
who  choose  what  our  response  will 
be  in  all  that  is  happening.  We  can 
respond  with  bitterness  and  rebel- 
lion, or  we  can  personally  show  an 
enduring  faith. 

The  news  service  recently 
reported  the  birth  of  a  child  whose 
heart  had  not  completely  formed. 


The  only  way  the  child  could  sur- 
vive was  for  it  to  have  a  heart 
transplant.  During  the  next 
several  weeks,  as  they  waited  for  a 
heart  donor  to  surface,  the  doctors 
observed  that  the  heart  had  com- 
pleted its  proper  formation.  What 
had  taken  place  was  unheard  of  in 
the  medical  profession.  It  was 
without  a  doubt  a  healing  process 
by  God. 

So  it  is  that  many  of  the  crises  of 
our  lives  seem  impossible.  But  God 
is  active  throughout  our  many  mo- 
ments of  waiting,  performing  heal- 
ing in  our  personal  lives  and  in  the 
corporate  life  of  the  church. 

May  we  allow  "endurance  to 
have  its  perfect  work"  (James  1:4). 

Brethren,  let's  SHOW  THE 
FAITH!  [f] 


Dr.  George  Sweeting  to  Speak  at  General  Conference 

Moderator  James  Sluss  has  announced  diat  Dr.  George  Sweeting  will  be 
the  featured  speaker  for  die  1991  General  Conference  August  5-9  in  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

Dr.  Sweeting  is  currently  chancellor  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  in 
Chicago  and  served  as  the  school's  sixdi  president  from  1971  to  1987.  Pre- 
viously he  had  been  senior  pastor  of  Chicago's 
historic  Moody  Memorial  Church. 

He  is  a  noted  author  of  more  than  20  books. 
He  has  traveled  worldwide  as  an  evangelist  for  35 
years. 

Dr.  Sweeting  writes  a  monthly  column, 
"Climbing  Higher,"  in  Moody  Monthly  magazine 
and  is  heard  daily  on  over  100  stations  on  the 
five-minute  radio  broadcast,  "Climbing  Higher." 

His  books  include  Psalms  of  the  Heart  (Victor 
Books,  1988),  Lessons  from  the  Life  of  D.L.  Moody 
(Moody  Press,  1989),  and  Secrets  of  Excellence 
(Moody  Press,  1990). 

He  and  his  wife,  Hilda,  have  four  adult  sons.         Dr-  George  Sweeting 

The  theme  of  the  1991  Conference  will  be  "Show  the  Faidi,"  based  on 
James  2:18.  Rev.  Sluss  has  encouraged  each  local  church  to  study  the  Epistle 
of  James  sometime  during  the  1990-91  Conference  year. 
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Two  color  pictures  in  this  issue: 

I  hope  you  were  (or  will  be)  pleasantly  surprised  when  you  opened  this 
EVANGELIST  and  saw  the  same  color  picture  on  page  4  that  appears  on  the 
cover.  What  you  may  not  realize  is  that  to  produce  pictures  like  these  requires 
printing  four  separate  colors  —  red,  yellow,  blue,  and  black.  Since  the  EVAN- 
GELIST is  printed  on  a  single-color  press,  that  means  these  pages  must  go 
through  the  press  four  times,  with  great  care  required  each  time  to  make  sure 
that  each  color  is  properly  aligned.  The  Brethren  Printing  Company  and 
especially  camera  man/platemaker  Howard  Mack  and  pressman  Jack  Baker 
are  to  be  commended  for  the  extra  effort  they  take  to  do  a  top-notch  job.  R.C.W. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

Fruit  of  the  Spirit:  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  patience, 
kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness,  and  self-control.  (These  are  the 
words  used  in  the  New  International  Version  of  the  Bible.  If  you  used  a 
different  version,  some  of  the  "fruit"  may  have  different  names.) 


Is  Your  Church  Ready 
For  the  Senior  Age  Wave? 


By  Win  Arn 
and  Charles  Arn 

CHURCHES  desiring  signif- 
icant evangelistic  results  and 
membership  growth  in  the  1990s 
will  need  to  become  effective  at 
what  we  call  "target  group  evan- 
gelism." This  is  a  strategy  which 
identifies  a  specific  segment  of 
society  (a  "people  group")  and  then 
intentionally  researches,  commu- 
nicates with,  and  builds  bridges  to 
persons  in  that  group. 

There  are  hundreds  of  "target 
groups"  in  America  today.  "Baby 
boomers"  are  probably  the  most 
publicized.  But  there  are  countless 
more  —  plenty  to  go  around  for  all 
churches,  and  then  some. 

While  there  are  many  target 
groups  available  to  most  churches, 
we  believe  there  is  an  extremely 
receptive  and  growing  target  group 
that  can  easily  be  identified  and 
focused  upon.  Because  of  its  na- 
ture and  size,  it  offers  unusual  op- 
portunity for  ministry  and  growth 
for  nearly  any  church. 

It  is  the  senior  adult  population. 

America  (along  with  the  entire 
western  world)  has  suddenly  found 
itself  in  the  midst  of  what  soci- 
ologists are  calling  an  "age  wave." 

A  Rediscovered  Generation 

While  media  and  marketers 
were  trumpeting  the  "baby  boom 
generation,"  an  entire  wave  of 
Americans  moved  into  their  50s, 
60s,  and  70s.  Today  social  scien- 
tists (and  astute  church  leaders) 

Dr.  Win  Arn  is  founder  and  president 
of  L.I.F.E.  International.  L.I.F.E.  pro- 
vides leadership  training  seminars, 
congregational  consultants,  and  re- 
source material  for  churches  desiring  a 
growing  senior  adult  ministry.  Dr. 
Arn  is  also  producer  of  16  color  films, 
including  his  newest,  Live  Long  and 
Love  It 

Dr.  Charles  Arn  is  editor  of  LIFELINE 
(a  senior  adult  church  leadership  let- 
ter) and  resource  designer  for  senior 
adult  training  material. 


are  coming  to  see  the  vastness  and 
significance  of  this  overlooked  and 
rapidly  growing  generation.  For 
example,  did  you  know  that  .  .  . 

•  there  are  more  Americans  65 
years  of  age  and  older  than  the 
entire  population  of  Canada. 

•  The  population  over  55  years  of 
age  is  multiplying  three  times 
faster  than  the  population  at 
large. 

•  since  1983,  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  U.S.  over  age  65  has 
exceeded  those  under  the  age 
of  18. 

•  life  expectancy  will  increase 


from  75  years  to  80  years  within 
the  decade. 

•  the  U.S.  is  changing  from  a 
youth-oriented  culture  into  a 
nation  of  middle-age  and  older 
adults. 

•  the  65  year  plus  group  repre- 
sents 12%  of  the  national  popula- 
tion. In  churches,  this  same 
group  represents  20%. 

A  recent  national  sampling  by 
LIFE  International  (an  organiza- 
tion helping  parishes  apply  the 
principles  of  church  growth  to 
reach  senior  adults)  reveals  that 
many  denominations  are  already 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  MEMBERS 
by  Denomination 

55yrs+  13-20  yrs 

American  Baptist 26.5%  9.6% 

Assemblies  of  God 14.4%  18.0% 

Christian  Church/Ch.  of  Christ      24.8%  12.4% 

Christian  &  Missionary  Alliance    14.6%  8.8% 

Christian  Reformed 16.8%  11.2% 

Church  of  the  Nazarene     .    .    .  22.7%  1 .2% 

Disciples  of  Christ       43.8%  8.5% 

Evang.  Lutheran  Ch.  in  Am.       .  20.2%  5.9% 

Free  Methodist        18.5%  14.9% 

Lutheran  Ch.-Missouri  Synod       18.8%  10.2% 

Non-denominational        ....  15.3%  13.6% 

Presbyterian,  USA      41 .7%  7.6% 

Southern  Baptist 13.0%  13.1% 

United  Methodist 40.9%  1 1 .4% 


seeing  the  "age  wave"  crest  on 
their  shores.  (See  data  in  box 
above.) 

Senior  Adults  —  A  Receptive 
"People  Group"  for  Growth 

The  late  Donald  McGavran, 
founder  of  the  modern  church 
growth  movement,  observed  a 
remarkable  phenomenon  on  the 
mission  field  of  India  over  40  years 
ago.  He  noted  that  when  Chris- 
tianity flourished  in  a  particular 
area  or  region,  it  was  often  when 
entire  villages  or  groups  of  people 
came  to  faith  in  a  short  period  of 
time.  He  later  called  these  "people 
movements,"  and  found  that  in  the 
process  often  entire  castes  and 
tribes  would  become  Christian. 

McGavran  also  observed  that 
there  were  some  tribes  and  castes 
of  people  who  were,  at  certain 
times,  more  receptive  to  the  gospel, 
while  other  groups  tended  to  be 
resistant.  His  subsequent  recom- 
mendation to  missionaries  who 
desired  to  see  the  Christian  har- 
vest in  great  numbers  was  to  seek 
out  receptive  "people  groups"  — 
people  whom  God  had  prepared  — 
and  focus  evangelistic  strategy  on 
the  persons  in  these  groups. 

This  principle  of  "receptivity"  is 
as  relevant  today  as  ever.  And 
senior  adults  in  your  community 
are  a  receptive  "people  group." 
Here  are  three  reasons  why,  and 
how  your  church  can  respond  .  .  . 

1.  Seniors  are  experiencing  greater 
changes  in  life  situations. 

Many  readers  are  familiar  with 
the  "Holmes-Rahe  Stress  Scale" 
developed  by  two  physicians  from 


the  University  of 
Washington.  The  two 
identified  various 
changes  in  life  situa- 
tions which  people 
experience,  and  then 
ranked  them  in  order 
of  severity  or  inten- 
sity of  effect.  The 
researchers  then 
examined  relation- 
ships between  per- 
sons experiencing 
these  "transition 
events"  and  the 
likelihood  of  their 
being  hospitalized. 
There  was  a  strong 
correlation.  Stressful  life  events 
often  resulted  in  debilitating 
physical  symptoms. 

A  subsequent  study1  took  this 
same  stress  scale  and  looked  for 
relationships  be- 
tween these  transi- 
tional events  and 
whether  persons 
tended  to  change 
their  religious  life- 
style; specifically, 
moving  from  an  un- 
churched lifestyle 
to  Christian  faith. 
Again,  a  strong  cor- 
relation was  found 
—  people  tended 
to  become  active 
church  members 
much  more  often 
during  times  of 
change.  When  per- 
sons' traditional 
points  of  reference 
were  changed,  they 
seemed  to  be  open 
to  other  changes  in 
their  lives. 

Here  is  the  impor- 
tant insight:  On  the 
Holmes-Rahe  stress 
scale,  over  half  of 
the  events  typically 
occur  in  the  lives  of 
persons  over  age 
50!  The  older  per- 
sons become,  the 
more  frequently 
they  experience 
life -changing 
events.  These 

events  provide 
"windows  of  oppor- 
tunity"  in   which 


people  seem  to  move  from  resist- 
ance or  indifference  to  the  gospel, 
to  receptivity  and  openness. 
Another  way  of  seeing  these  events 
is  as  experiences  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  uses  to  open  people's  eyes  to 
needs  which  cannot  be  filled  in 
human  terms. 

In  the  box  below  is  a  modified 
version  of  the  "stress  scale"  we 
have  developed,  which  integrates 
additional  life  events  and  severity 
which  often  occur  among  senior 
adults. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  show 
that  the  Christian  faith  and  your 
church  community  provide  a 
relevant  response  to  issues  older 
adults  face  is  to  plan  a  senior  min- 
istry around  some  of  these  "transi- 
tion events."  For  example,  I  was 
recently  conducting  a  seminar  in  a 
Lutheran  church.  Across  the  hall, 


Arn  Modified  Senior  Stress  Scale 
Adult  Age  Life  Event  Rank 

1 .  Death  of  a  spouse       1 00 

Divorce 73 

Move  to  retirement  home        70 

Marital  separation        65 

Death  of  a  close  family  member 63 

Major  physical  problems 53 

Marriage       50 

Realization  of  no  meaningful  faith  for  eternity       47 

Financial  loss  of  retirement  money 47 

Forced  early  retirement       46 


2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


Inability  to  maintain  driver's  license        ....  45 

Marital  reconciliation        45 

Retirement 45 

Spouse  confined  to  retirement  home     ....  45 

Change  of  health  of  family  member       ....  44 

Gain  of  a  new  family  member 39 

Change  in  financial  state 38 

Death  of  a  close  friend        37 

Difficulty  getting  medical  insurance        ....  36 

Change  in  number  of  arguments  with  spouse  35 

Mortgage  over  $50,000       31 

Feelings  of  not  being  needed 29 

Feelings  of  lack  of  purpose 28 

Outstanding  personal  achievement        ....  28 

Wife  begins  or  stops  work      26 

Revision  of  personal  habits 24 

Significantly  less  contact  with  the  church       .    .  24 

Significantly  less  contact  with  children/friends  24 

Trouble  with  the  boss      23 

Minor  physical  problems 20 

Change  in  recreation       19 

Change  in  church  activities 19 

Change  in  social  activities      18 

Mortgage  or  loan  less  than  $50,000      .    .    .    .17 

Change  in  sleeping  habits      16 

Change  in  number  of  family  get-togethers     .    .15 

Change  in  eating  habits      15 

Vacation       13 

Christmas 12 

Minor  law  violation       11 
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at  the  same  time,  the  church  was 
also  holding  a  support  group  meet- 
ing for  those  who  had  suffered  a 
stroke.  There  were  over  20  persons 
in  the  group,  only  several  of  whom 
had  previously  been  involved  in 
the  church. 

A  Baptist  pastor  from  Washing- 
ton told  me  recently  of  his  church's 
"Crisis  Deployment  Team"  made 
up  of  members  who  are  specially 
trained  in  helping  persons  dealing 
with  the  loss  of  a  spouse  or  loved 
one.  All  those  members  involved 
had  personal  experience  in  this 
"transition  event."  It  has  been  an 
effective  way  for  the  church  to  pro- 
vide tangible  expression  of  Christ's 
healing  love.  As  a  result,  many 
have  come  to  faith  and  church  in- 
volvement. The  pastor  also  told  me 
that  the  helping  process  had  seren- 
dipitously  helped  those  on  the 
crisis  team  to  deal  with  their  own 
sense  of  loss  and  grief. 

2.  Older  Adults  have  a  greater 
desire  for  meaningful  relationships 
with  others. 

"Intimate  relationships  make  a 
profound  difference  in  the  quality 
of  life  at  any  age,"  says  Ken 
Dychtwald,  author  of  the  popular 
new  book  Age  Wave.  "Yet  in  later 
years  of  life,  the  making  and  keep- 
ing of  relationships  can  become 
more  difficult."2 

For  those  senior  adults  who  are 
able  to  comfortably  provide  for 
themselves,  their  next  most  impor- 
tant need  is  people.  Of  course,  at 

"Churches  with  growing  senior 
adult  ministries  are  ones 
which  take  the  biblical  theme 
of  'ministry'  seriously  —  and 
which  extend  it  to  senior 
adults  in  particular. " 

all  ages  we  need  others.  But  it  is  a 
particularly  strong  need  among 
senior  adults  who  often  have 
children  pursuing  their  own 
careers  and  families;  parents  who 
are  aged  or  gone;  and  little  mean- 
ingful interaction  with  others  fol- 
lowing retirement. 

Senior  adults  seem  to  be  par- 
ticularly willing  to  give  and  receive 
love.  A  national  study  we  recently 
conducted  on  the  subject  of  love 
and  caring3  in  local  churches  re- 


lated several  questions/responses 
to  the  age  of  those  responding.  It 
was  fascinating  to  observe,  for  ex- 
ample, that: 

•  While  69%  of  church  members 
13-20  years  of  age  report  "high" 
or  "moderately  high"  love  ex- 
perienced in  their  church  group, 
95%  of  members  50+  years  old 
report  the  same  high  level  of 
love  experienced. 

•  In  response  to  the  question,  "On 
a  scale  of  1-10,  with  10  highest, 
how  easy  is  it  to  say  'I  love  you' 
and  really  mean  it?"  scores  were 
significantly  higher  as  people 
grew  older. 

Senior  adults,  whether  Christian 
or  non-Christian,  have  a  par- 
ticularly strong  need  for  meaning- 
ful relationships  with  others.  Such 
relationships  are  known  to  be 
therapeutic  and  contribute  to  lon- 
gevity. In  contrast,  one  research 
physician  from  Johns  Hopkins 
University  calls  loneliness  the 
number  one  killer  —  "some  other 
illness  goes  on  the  death  certifi- 
cate, but  the  prime  cause  was 
loneliness."4 

Over  100  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  state  of  Nebraska 
recently  completed  a  coordinated 
13- week  study/application  entitled 
Growing  in  Love  —  Seven  Steps  to 
Becoming  a  More  Loving  Person. 
According  to  Robert  Folkers,  chair- 
man of  evangelism  for  the 
Methodist  churches  in  Nebraska, 
".  .  .  this  study  was  a  significant 
experience  for  all  those  involved, 
but  I  particularly  noticed  a  high 
involvement  level  among  our  older 
adults.  They  took  to  it  like  a  duck 
to  water." 

Churches  where  love  is  inten- 
tionally taught  and  practiced  will 
attract  people  —  particularly 
senior  adults. 

3.  Senior  adults  want  (and  need)  to 
make  a  meaningful  contribution. 

Some  authorities  suggest  that 
life  can  be  broken  into  three  basic 
periods: 

(1)  Through  age  25:  Preparation 
.  .  .  experimentation  .  .  .  defining 
oneself  through  acquiring  indi- 
vidual values,  education,  a  unique 
self-image.  One's  priorities  in  this 
period  of  life  tend  to  be  under- 
standably self-centered. 

(2)  From  age  25  through  65: 


Productivity  .  .  .  defining  oneself 
through  a  career,  material  acquisi- 
tions, marriage,  family.  One's 
priorities  in  this  period  of  life  tend 
to  focus  on  financial  security. 

(3)  Age  65  and  over:  Redefini- 
tion. People  usually  define  them- 
selves vocationally.  But  upon 
retirement  this  is  no  longer 
relevant.  As  a  result,  seniors  often 

"An  effective  senior  adult  min- 
istry is  an  imperative  for  any 
church  dedicated  to  proclaim- 
ing the  gospel  and  effectively 
carrying  out  the  Great  Com- 
mission. " 

find  themselves  looking  for  mean- 
ingful activity  and  sense  of  pur- 
pose. Not  all  seniors  consciously 
realize  this,  but  those  who  have 
been  able  to  successfully  redefine 
their  self-identity  say  it  is  the 
elixir  to  good  physical  and 
psychological  health.  In  contrast,  it 
is  common  for  those  who  have  not 
successfully  redefined  their  in- 
dividual purpose  and  identity  to 
experience  mental  and  physical 
deterioration. 

Social  and  psychological  experts 
today  agree  with  the  timeless 
prescription  for  good  health  and 
long  life:  "Those  who  get  the  most 
.  .  .  give  the  most."  Or,  as  Christ 
said,  "He  who  desires  to  find  his 
life  will  lose  his  life."  Churches 
with  growing  senior  adult  mini- 
stries are  ones  which  take  the 
biblical  theme  of  "ministry" 
seriously  —  and  which  extend  it  to 
senior  adults  in  particular.  "A 
mere  cycle  of  games,  trips,  enter- 
tainment, and  handcrafts  wears 
thin,"  says  aging  authority  Mark 
Bergmann.5  "Helping  others  to 
play  games,  taking  others  on  trips, 
entertaining  others,  and  making 
handcrafts  for  others,  these  ac- 
tivities give  the  dimension  and 
provide  the  setting  for  the  dis- 
covery of  meaning." 

Nowhere  in  the  Bible  does  it  say 
that  Christians  retire  from  dis- 
cipleship  and  ministry  at  age  65! 

Speaking  to  a  group  of  senior 
adults  before  his  death,  Dr.  Donald 
McGavran,  then  93,  said:  "So 
many  people  think  their  lives  stop 
when  they  retire  .  .  .  that  their  real 
work  has  ended.  When  I  retired  at 
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age  68,  the  most  important  work  of 
my  entire  life  began.  Let  me  as- 
sure you,  my  friend,  that  your  real 
life  has  begun,  and  probably  your 
most  important  contribution  will 
be  made  in  the  coming  years.  But 
see  to  it  that  you  deal  with  impor- 
tant matters.  See  to  it  that  you 
deal  with  the  church.  See  to  it  that 
you  deal  with  bringing  people  to 
Christ." 

Getting  Ready  for  the  Wave 

The  "graying"  of  the  church  could 
be  the  growing  of  the  church!  The 
possibilities  for  an  outreach- 
oriented,  growth-producing  senior 
adult  program  in  most  churches 
are  tremendous! 

Senior  adults  are,  as  a  whole, 
particularly  receptive  to  the 
gospel.  And  while  there  are  many 
senior  adults  in  the  church  today, 
there  are  hundreds  of  thousands 
outside  the  church.  An  effective 
senior  adult  ministry  is  an  impera- 
tive for  any  church  dedicated  to 
proclaiming  the  gospel  and  effec- 
tively carrying  out  the  Great  Com- 
mission. 

How  does  a  church  get  started  or 
enhance  its  senior  adult  ministry? 
Here  are  a  few  suggestions: 

1.  Begin  by  identifying  those 
adults  55  years  old  and  older 
(1)  in  your  own  congregation, 
and  (2)  in  your  community. 
Develop  a  profile  of  both 
groups,  which  includes  "Age 
Groupings,"  "Needs,"  "Inter- 
ests," "Family  Status,"  "Marital 
Status,"  "Mobility  and  Physical 
Conditions,"  "Skills,  Interests, 
Hobbies,  etc." 

2.  Plan  a  3-month  trial  program 
for  seniors  to  assess  interest, 


participation,  and  possibil- 
ities.6 An  effective  seniors  pro- 
gram will  provide  growth  and 
development  in  the  following 
areas: 

a.  Ministry.  The  challenge  and 
opportunity  of  giving  time, 
insights,  experience,  energy 
for  the  benefit  of  others. 

b.  Spiritual  Growth.  Continu- 
ing to  walk  in  the  Christian 
life  and  faith. 

c.  Evangelistic  Outreach.  Shar- 

ing one's  faith  with  non- 
churched  friends,  relatives, 
and  associates. 

d.  Small  Group  Involvement. 
Building  meaningful  inter- 
personal relationships  with 
others  in  the  group. 

e.  Educational  Development. 

Continuing  intellectual 
growth  which  raises  one's 
self-esteem  and  contributes 
to  mental  health. 

f.  Recreational,   Social,   and 

Physical  Activities.  Visiting 
interesting  places  and  doing 
interesting  things. 

3.  Raise  the  awareness  of  your  en- 
tire congregation  to  the  oppor- 
tunity for  ministry  and  the 
specific  response  by  your 
church  to  those  over  55  years  of 
age.  Plan  a  "Celebration  of 
Seniors"  Sunday.  Show  the  new 
film/video  Live  Long  and  Love 
It,  which  challenges  the  entire 
congregation  to  an  attitude  and 
lifestyle  that  will  carry  them  to 
a  rich  full  life. 

4.  Begin  looking  for  a  full-  or  part- 
time  senior  adult  pastor.  It  is 
my  experience  that  many  of 
our  present  churches  are  ill- 
prepared  for  strategic  leader- 


ship and  response  to  the  oppor- 
tunities  of  the   "age  wave." 
While    many    congregations 
have  youth  directors,  very  few 
have  senior  adult  directors. 
Yet,  in  most  churches  there  are 
twice  as  many  adults  over  55  as 
youth  13-20  years  old! 
There  is  no  question  that  the 
decade  of  the  90s  will  be  critical  to 
the  history  of  the  church  in  Amer- 
ica. The  church  is  still  not  keeping 
up  even  with  national  population 
growth.   Secularism  continues  to 
sweep    across   the   nation.   The 
church  must  gather  its  full  re- 
sources for  a  strategic  struggle. 

Senior  adults  are  a  "field  white 
to  harvest."  These  men  and  women 
can  be  reached  and  discipled  in 
significant  numbers  by  most 
churches.  And,  as  one  pastor  told 
us,  "It  may  well  be  our  —  and  their 
—  last  opportunity." 

The  "Age  Wave"  is  coming.  Is 
your  church  ready  for  it?  [f] 

^Persuasion  in  Religious  Influence," 
Flavil  R.  Yeakley,  doctoral  dissertation, 
University  of  Illinois,  1975. 

2Ken  Dychtwald,  Age  Wave.  Los  An- 
geles: Jeremy  Tarcher,  Inc.  1989.  p.  209. 

3Win  Am  and  Charles  Am,  Who  Cares 
About  Love?  Monrovia,  CA:  Church 
Growth  Press,  1987. 

4Fred  Smith,  Christianity  Today,  "The 
Gift  of  Greeting."  Vol.  29,  No.  18.,  p.  70. 

5Mark  Bergmann,  Engaging  the  Aging 
in  Ministry.  St.  Louis:  Concordia,  1981. 
p.  33 

6A  "Seniors  Ministry  Planning  Kit"  is 
available  from  L.I.F.E.  International, 
which  includes  specific  steps,  sample  sur- 
veys, forms,  schedules,  and  a  40-minute 
video  for  starting  a  senior  program  in  a 
local  church.  Cost  is  $39.50.  Write  to: 
L.I.F.E.  International,  2670  S.  Myrtle 
Ave.  #201,  Monrovia,  CA  91016. 

7Available  from  most  religious  film 
libraries,  or  from  L.I.F.E.  International. 
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Pontius'  Puddle 


VJE  ELDERLV  HAVE  SPENT  YEARS  PLANTING  SEEDS  OF 
FAITH,  WATERING  ROOTS  OF  BELIEF.  AND  CULTIVATING 
SPIRITUAL  GrlFTS.  SO  WE  ASKED  THE  CUORCWTO  OSE 
OS  (NAvWA^TWATSUOWSTWElR  RESPECT  FOR 
TWE  ELDERLY  AS 
A  RES00RCE. 

WHAT  DID 
TKE^ASKVOO^, 
TODOTTEACH? 
£0ON$EL-? 


WEED  , 

FLOWERBEDS1- 


This  is 
probably 
not  what 
Drs.  Win 
and 
Charles 
Arn  have 
in  mind! 
Ed. 
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Rternal  Treasures  iN 
Karthen  Vessels 


PICTURE  in  your  mind,  if  you 
will,  the  Roman  arena  in  the 
first  century  A.D.  In  that  arena 
Christians  are  being  put  to  death. 
Some  are  being  lit  up  like  Roman 
candles.  Others  are  being  nailed  to 
crosses. 

Emperor  Nero  is  sitting  in  the 
emperor's  box,  and  through  the 
breeze  he  hears  music.  The  Chris- 
tians in  the  arena  —  even  those 
being  crucified  and  burned  at  the 
stake  —  are  singing. 

Nero  is  stunned.  He  goes  down 
to  the  arena  and  asks  why  they  are 
singing.  What  is  it  about  them  that 
enables  them  to  sing  on  an  oc- 
casion like  this? 

I'll  tell  you  what  it  was,  my 
friends.  It  was  because  greater  is 
He  that  was  in  them  than  any  of 
the  circumstances  the  world  could 
throw  at  them.  Nero  didn't  know 
that.  St.  Paul,  however,  did. 

A  cruel  world 

Every  time  I  start  feeling  sorry 
for  myself,  I  remember  St.  Paul. 
This  is  a  cruel  world,  and  St.  Paul 
knew  that  well.  He  knew  it  per- 
sonally. He  was  beaten;  he  was 
thrown  into  prison  on  various  oc- 
casions; he  was  almost  killed  at  a 
riot  in  Ephesus;  he  was  stoned  and 
run  out  of  town;  he  was  frequently 
subject  to  hunger  and  thirst  and 
cold  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ. 

If  a  person  with  that  kind  of 

Dr.  Witherington  is  Associate  Profes- 
sor of  Biblical  and  Wesleyan  Studies  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

This  article  is  an  edited  transcription 
of  a  message  Dr.  Witherington  pre- 
sented on  Tuesday  evening  of  the  1990 
General  Conference. 
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By  Ben  Witherington 

resume  was  sent  to  your  church 
and  you  didn't  know  that  the  per- 
son was  St.  Paul,  would  you  vote  to 
call  him  to  be  the  pastor  of  your 
congregation?  This  man  was  al- 
ways in  trouble  and  was  always 
stirring  up  trouble.  I  think  there  is 
little  doubt  that  if  we  didn't  have 
the  benefit  of  hindsight,  we  would 
not  want  such  a  person  for  our 
pastor. 

An  apostle  to  the  Gentiles 

But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  if 
Paul  had  not  done  what  he  did,  we 
might  not  be  Christians  today.  For 
St.  Paul  was  the  apostle  to  the 
Gentiles.  And  that's  surely  what 
nearly  all  of  us  who  will  read  this 
sermon  in  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist are. 

The  people  of  that  day  said  — 
and  it  must  certainly  have  been 
true  —  that  Paul's  appearance  was 
not  very  impressive.  From  what 
we  can  tell,  he  was  apparently  a 
man  of  small  stature.  The  Corin- 
thians said  that  his  letters  were 
powerful  but  that  his  personal  pre- 
sentation of  the  gospel  was  weak. 
Maybe  that's  not  how  you  pictured 
St.  Paul,  but  apparently  that  was 
the  reality.  Furthermore,  he  was 
constantly  in  difficulty  and  was 
continually  stirring  up  difficulty. 

What  church  would  hire  him 
today?  He  wasn't  safe.  He  wasn't 
neat.  He  didn't  fit  preconceived 
ideas.  Even  his  fellow  Christians 
who  lived  with  him  in  the  first  cen- 
tury A.D.  held  him  at  arms  length. 
Nevertheless,  God  had  called  him 
to  a  special  ministry. 

The  Apostle  Paul  was  one  who 
believed,  quoting  the  words  of 
Barry  Goldwater,  that  "Extremism 


in  the  pursuit  of  virtue  is  no  vice." 
There  wasn't  a  task  too  great  that 
Paul  wouldn't  undertake  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ. 

To  me,  the  most  impressive 
thing  about  Paul  was  this  —  that 
despite  his  small  size,  despite  his 
thorn  in  the  flesh,  despite  all  his 
obvious  weaknesses  and  shortcom- 
ings, God's  power  and  grace  were 
so  manifest  in  his  life  that  he  led 
many  people  to  Christ.  Paul  said  it 
this  way:  "His  power  is  made  per- 
fect in  my  weakness.  His  grace  is 
sufficient  for  me." 

You  see,  Paul  had  an  eternal 
treasure  in  his  mortal  body  —  an 
inextinguishable  flame  in  his  life 
—  that  enabled  him  to  take  any- 
thing the  world  could  throw  at  him 
and  to  triumph  over  and  through 
it.  So  he  could  say,  "We  are  hard 
pressed  on  every  side  but  not 
crushed.  We're  perplexed  but  not 
in  despair.  We're  persecuted  but 
not  abandoned.  We're  knocked 
down  but  we  are  not  knocked  out." 

An  unconquerable  spirit 

That,  my  friends,  is  an  uncon- 
querable spirit.  That's  a  person 
who  has  an  eternal  treasure  in  his 
mortal  vessel. 

Now  all  of  us  have  our  wounds  in 
this  life.  I  think  it's  safe  to  say, 
however,  that  most  of  the  ones  we 
have  did  not  come  as  a  result  of 
witnessing  for  Christ,  as  was  the 
case  for  Paul.  But  what  I  want  to 
say  to  you  is  this:  Whatever  your 
circumstances  and  however  you 
have  received  your  wounds,  you 
have  just  as  much  opportunity  to 
prove  that  God's  grace  is  sufficient 
in  your  situation  as  Paul  did  in 
his.  How  you  react  when  you  lose 
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loved  ones;  how  you  react  when 
people  talk  about  or  slander  you; 
how  you  react  when  people  cheat 
you  or  deceive  you;  how  you  react 
when  people  fail  to  love  you;  these 
reactions  will  show  whether  or  not 
you  have  that  eternal  treasure  in 
your  mortal  vessel.  How  you  react 
when  the  world  deals  you  a  blow 
will  reveal  whether  you  are  indeed 
a  person  like  St.  Paul  with  an  eter- 
nal treasure  in  your  mortal  vessel. 
A  Christian  is  a  person  with  an 
unconquerable  spirit.  There  may 
be  times  when  you  have  to  say, 
"Okay,  world,  you  beat  me!"  But 
then  you  can  add,  "You  did  not 
defeat  me.  I  may  be  knocked  down, 
but  I'm  not  knocked  out." 

Trying  to  get  personal 

Some  time  ago  I  got  a  letter  from 
Time  Inc.,  publisher  of  that  great 
American  news  weekly,  Time 
magazine.  You  know  how  these 
letters  are.  The  senders  want  to 
seem  personal,  so  every  so  often 
they  insert  your  name  in  the  let- 
ter. But  Time  is  a  big  corporation, 
and  they  do  all  of  these  things  on 
computer.  The  computer  read  my 
name  as  Ben  Witherington  III,  so 
the  letter  read: 

Dear  Mr.  Ill, 

We  know  that  you  are  one  of 
the  most  important  persons  in 
your  neighborhood.  Yes,  Mr.  Ill, 
we're  quite  convinced  that  as  a 
caring  and  compassionate,  intel- 
ligent and  educated  person,  you 
will  want  to  renew  your  sub- 
scription to  this  great  American 
news  weekly.  So  we're  asking 
you  personally,  Mr.  Ill,  to  please 
send  in  the  renewal  slip. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Time  Inc. 

Now  I  pondered  that  for  a 
minute  and  was  tempted  to  write 
back  and  say,  "Dear  Inc."! 

You  see,  my  friends,  when  the 
world  tries  to  be  personal,  it  gets  it 
all  messed  up.  It  turns  people  into 
things.  Our  world  is  telling  us 
today  and  every  day  on  television, 
"Love  things  and  use  people  to  get 
them."  But  the  gospel  says,  "Love 
people  and  use  things  for  the  glory 
of  God  and  to  help  others."  That's 
quite  a  different  message. 

The  world  gets  personalism  all 
mixed  up.  But  when  God  gets  per- 
sonal, He  puts  an  eternal  treasure 
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"How  you  react 

when  the  world 

deals  you  a  blow 

will  reveal  whether 

you  are  indeed  a 

person  like  St.  Paul 

with  an  eternal 

treasure  in  your 

mortal  vessel." 


in  our  hearts.  He  puts  an  inextin- 
guishable light  in  our  lives  that 
will  make  a  tremendous  difference 
in  us  if  we  live  by  that  light. 

There  is  an  old  spiritual  that 
goes,  "Nobody  knows  the  trouble 
I've  seen.  /  Nobody  knows  but 
Jesus."  But  Jesus  does  knowl  And 
God  doesn't  hand  us  anything  that 
by  His  grace  we  cannot  handle. 

If  you  have  that  eternal  treasure 
within  you,  it  doesn't  matter  what 
your  circumstances  are  —  good  or 
poor,  in  robust  health  or  suffering, 
well-educated  or  poorly-educated. 
By  the  power  of  God's  Spirit  within 
you,  you  can  handle  anything. 
When  you  meet  God  face  to  face, 
He  isn't  going  to  ask  you  about  any 
of  these  circumstances.  But  He  is 
going  to  ask  if  you  have  the  life  of 
Christ  in  you.  He's  going  to  ask  if 
you  have  an  eternal  treasure  in 
your  earthen  vessel. 

A  present-day  parable 

Having  lived  in  northeastern 
Ohio  for  several  years,  I've  noticed 
something  that  happens  to  auto- 
mobiles up  here  that  doesn't  hap- 
pen in  North  Carolina,  where  I'm 
originally  from.  Winter  rolls 
around  and  this  white  stuff  comes 
down  from  the  sky  and  then  this 
other  white  stuff  gets  put  on  the 
roads.  This  latter  white  stuff  gets 
on  the  cars  and  pretty  soon  the 
cars  start  turning  kind  of  brown 
and  crinkly  around  the  edges,  in 
the  back,  around  the  headlights, 
on  the  hood,  in  fact,  just  about 
everywhere.  As  a  result,  you  can 
see  all  kinds  of  things  that  used  to 
look  like  cars  going  down  the  roads 
in  Ohio. 

In  some  senses,  these  cars  are  a 
parable  of  us.  Most  of  us  get  to 


looking  that  way  as  well,  if  we  live 
long  enough.  But  those  cars  are 
still  going  down  the  road.  Why? 
Because  they  have  a  battery  in 
them.  They  have  this  DieHard  bat- 
tery that  keeps  charging  them  over 
and  over.  These  cars  keep  moving 
toward  their  destinations  because 
they  have  that  spark  that  keeps 
them  jumping  —  a  source  of  ener- 
gy that  keeps  them  going. 

Jesus  provides  the  power 

We  are  like  that.  The  DieHard 
battery  in  our  lives  is  that  eternal 
treasure  —  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  our  midst,  who  keeps 
charging  and  recharging  us,  giving 
us  more  life,  more  power,  more 
gifts,  more  ability,  more  grace 
until  we  reach  our  heavenly  des- 
tination. The  power  you  need  in 
this  earthly  vehicle  (whatever 
yours  may  look  like)  you  already 
have  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  church  is  often  criticized  for 
preaching  "pie  in  the  sky  by  and 
by"  and  nothing  else.  But  I  want  to 
tell  you  that  Paul's  vision  of  Chris- 
tian hope  was  not  simply  pie  in  the 
sky  by  and  by.  Paul  was  convinced 
that  our  "hope  is  built  on  nothing 
less  /  Than  Jesus'  blood  and  right- 
eousness." Our  foundation  is  in  the 
past.  It's  in  history.  Christ's  death 
cannot  be  taken  away  from  us.  It's 
a  fact.  It  happened.  Christ's  resur- 
rection stands  no  matter  what  any- 
one says.  It  happened.  It  is  an 
established  foundation. 

Our  faith  is  not  simply  a  phi- 
losophy of  life.  It's  not  the  power  of 
positive  thinking.  It's  not  just 
wishful  thinking  or  pulling  our- 
selves up  by  our  own  bootstraps. 
Our  faith  is  founded  on  the  facts  of 
what  Christ  accomplished  in  the 
past.  That's  the  foundation.  But 
also,  our  faith  in  the  future  is 
based  on  what  God  is  doing  in  us 
in  the  present.  He  has  given  us  the 
Holy  Spirit.  He  has  put  an  eternal 
treasure  in  our  mortal  vessel.  We 
have  it  now. 

So  when  I  look  to  the  future,  I 
see  what  God  has  already  done  in 
the  past  in  Christ  and  in  other 
Christians  who  came  before  me.  I 
also  see  what  God  is  doing  in  me 
and  in  you  and  in  many  others 
here  and  now.  And  when  I  look  to 
the  future,  I  say  —  based  on  what 
I  know,  based  on  what  I  see  —  that 

9 


I  trust  God  for  the  future.  That's 
the  Christian  faith,  my  friends. 
Faith  in  the  past.  Living  in  the 
present.  Moving  towards  the  fu- 
ture, confident  that  the  future  is 
real  because  God  has  a  proven 
track  record. 

I  do  look  forward  to  the  day  of 
resurrection  when  we  shall  be  fully 
made  like  Christ.  I  do  look  forward 
to  the  day  when  I  will  be  absent 
from  the  body  and  present  with 
the  Lord.  But  Paul  says  that  we've 
been  given  something  right  here 
and  now  that  ought  to  get  us  ex- 
cited about  what  is  to  come.  He 
says  that  we  have  God's  Spirit 
within  us  that's  an  arrabon  of 
things  to  come. 

A  down  payment 

Arrabon  is  a  Greek  word  that 
means  "a  down  payment,  a  first  in- 
stallment.'' We  have  an  eternal 
treasure  in  our  mortal  vessels  now. 
It's  the  first  installment  of  what 
God  plans  to  do  in  us.  If  you  think 
God  has  done  something  great  in 
your  life  thus  far,  then  look  out! 
It's  only  a  preview  of  coming  at- 
tractions. It's  only  the  down  pay- 
ment. 

But  it  is  a  down  payment.  It's 
something  tangible  and  real.  To 
quote  some  lines  from  a  well- 
known  gospel  song,  "You  ask  me 
how  I  know  he  lives?  /  He  lives 
within  my  heart." 

He  also  lives  in  the  pages  of  his- 
tory. The  real  problem  in  this  na- 
tion and  in  any  other  nation  is  not 
that  we  need  to  get  back  to  God. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  we  need 
to  catch  up  with  God,  for  He  is  far 
out  in  front  of  us  leading  us  on  into 
the  future. 

I  get  worried  about  churches 
that  dwell  in  the  past.  We  can 
build  on  the  past,  but  we  can't  live 
in  it.  That's  one  of  the  great  things 
about  the  Christian  faith.  We  can 
appropriate  our  heritage.  We  must 
do  that.  But  we  can't  dwell  in  the 
past.  I  can't  be  St.  Paul.  I  have  to 
be  me.  Paul  says  that  if  anyone  is 
in  Christ,  that  person  is  a  new 
creature.  Behold  the  old  has 
passed  away.  The  new  has  come. 

Many  of  you  know  the  story  of 
Joni  Eareckson.  Joni  Eareckson 
was  a  beautiful  young  lady  who  be- 
came a  quadriplegic  for  life  as  a 
result  of  a  terrible  diving  accident 


"It's  not  enough  to 

have  an  eternal 

treasure  in  your 

mortal  vessel.  .  .  . 

We  are  called  to  be 

earthen  vessels 

filled  with  God's 

powerful  light  who 

let  that  light  shine." 


during  her  teen-age  years.  Several 
months  after  the  accident  took 
place,  when  its  full  effect  on  her 
life  had  taken  hold  of  her  mind, 
she  began  to  realize  that  as  a 
Christian,  there  were  two  ways 
she  could  go.  She  could  either  let  it 
make  her  bitter,  or  she  could  let  it 
make  her  better. 

"What  can  I  do,  Lord?" 

Joni  had  this  eternal  treasure  in 
her  mortal  vessel,  so  she  said, 
"Lord,  you've  thrown  me  a  lemon, 
but  it's  time  to  make  lemonade." 
And  she  began  to  pray:  "What  can 
I  do,  Lord?  My  hands  and  my  legs 
are  hopelessly  beyond  repair." 

One  of  the  first  things  she 
learned  to  do  was  to  paint  by  hold- 
ing a  paint  brush  between  her 
teeth.  She  painted  beautiful 
murals  of  Bible  scenes,  butterflies, 
and  Christian  symbols.  Her  paint- 
ings brought  joy  to  many  people. 

Then  she  said,  "You  know,  Lord, 
I  still  have  my  voice.  Maybe  I 
could  try  singing."  So  she  started 
writing  and  recording  songs  — 
beautiful  songs  that  bore  tes- 
timony to  how  God's  power  was 
made  perfect  in  her  weakness,  in 
her  crippled  frame;  songs  that  told 
how  God's  grace  was  sufficient  for 
her. 

Then  she  said,  "You  know,  Lord, 
maybe  there  is  something  more  I 
can  do."  So  she  started  visiting 
hospitals  and  homes  where  there 
were  other  paraplegics  and  quad- 
riplegics. She  shared  her  powerful 
testimony  with  them,  because  she 
was  one  of  them.  She  told  them 
how  God's  power  was  made  perfect 
in  her  weakness  and  how  His 
grace  had  proven  sufficient  for  her. 

Now  there,  friends,  is  an  uncon- 


querable spirit.  God  has  done 
great  miracles  in  her  life,  even 
though  her  physical  body  has  not 
been  healed.  In  fact,  it  is  her 
broken  body  which  He  has  used  to 
make  of  her  the  world-renown 
Christian  that  she  might  never 
have  been  otherwise. 

Fragile  pottery  lamps 

When  I  look  at  examples  like 
that  and  see  how  the  grace  of  God 
works  and  how  real  that  eternal 
treasure  is  in  our  mortal  vessels,  I 
think  I  begin  to  understand  what 
St.  Paul  was  talking  about.  When 
Paul  spoke  of  treasure  in  earthen 
vessels,  his  audience  would  have 
thought  immediately  of  the  fragile 
little  pottery  lamps  that  they  could 
purchase  for  a  penny  or  two  at  the 
Corinthian  market.  Such  lamps 
were  made  out  of  the  cheapest 
materials  imaginable  —  just  a  lit- 
tle bit  of  clay.  They  were  very  thin 
and  very  fragile. 

But  it  was  precisely  because 
these  lamps  were  so  thin  that  they 
were  so  useful.  When  they  were 
filled  with  oil  and  the  little  wick 
that  stuck  out  one  end  was  lit,  the 
thin  sides  of  the  lamp  let  the  light 
shine  through.  Paul  was  saying 
that  this  is  how  our  lives  should 
be.  It's  not  enough  to  have  an  eter- 
nal treasure  in  your  mortal  vessel. 
We  must  let  the  light  out.  We  are 
called  to  be  earthen  vessels  filled 
with  God's  powerful  light  who  let 
that  light  shine.  If  we  are  willing 
to  do  this,  then  the  future  is  as 
bright  as  the  promises  of  God  for 
The  Brethren  Church. 

One  of  the  things  that  has  most 
impressed  me  in  my  six  years  at 
Ashland  Seminary  is  that  The 
Brethren  Church  understands 
what  servant  leadership  is  all 
about.  It  understands  that 
humility  is  a  matter  of  action,  not 
just  talk.  The  biblical  concept  of 
humility  has  nothing  to  do  with 
feelings  of  inadequacy.  It  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  an  inferiority  com- 
plex. It  has  nothing  to  with  the 
person  who  says,  "Poor  little  ol' 
me;  I  can't  do  it." 

Humility  is  love  in  action.  It  is 
servant  leadership  that  over  and 
over  again  does  whatever  it  takes 
to  let  the  light  in  that  mortal  ves- 
sel shine  out;  does  whatever  it 
(continued  on  page  13) 
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The  sky  is  extremely  dark.  It 
is  raining,  and  hailstones  the 
size  of  golf  balls  are  pounding 
against  the  windows  and  the 
roof.  It  seems  so  eerie.  The 
wind  picks  up.  Mother  call  us 
to  go  to  the  hall  in  the  middle 
of  the  house,  because  we  do 
not  have  a  basement.  It 
sounds  like  a  train  is  coming 
down  our  street.  The  house  is 
vibrating.  We  huddle  together. 
Then  it  gets  quiet.  When  we 
are  brave  enough  to  look  up, 
we  see  that  the  roof  and  side 
walls  are  gone.  The  only  ones 
remaining  are  the  hall  walls 
around  us. 

This  was  one  of  many 
stories  related  to  us  by 
children  and  parents  during 
the  three  days  I  spent  caring 
for  children  in  Plainfield,  111., 
after  a  tornado  devastated 
that  area  on  August  28,  1990. 
I  was  part  of  a  team  of  four 
caregivers  who  had  been 
trained  with  Cooperative  Dis- 
aster Child  Care,  admin- 
istered by  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

We  were  called  to  Plainfield 
eight  days  after  the  tornado 
had  hit  the  area.  We  were 
given  a  room  in  the  fire  sta- 
tion (just  north  of  town)  in 
which  to  set  up  a  play  area 
using  our  "kit  of  comfort"  (a 
large  suitcase  packed  full  of 
various  items  for  child's 
play).  Various  government 
agencies  such  as  the  Red 
Cross,  the  Federal  Emergen- 

Mrs.  Waters  is  a  member  of 
the  Burlington,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  where  her  husband, 
Ronald  L.  Waters,  is  the  pastor. 
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Caring 

For  Children 

Following  a  Disaster 

By    Carolyn    Waters 


The  Plain- 
field  care- 
giver team, 
with  some 
of  the  chil- 
dren they 
cared  for. 
Mrs.  Waters 
is  at  the 
far  left. 

cy  Management  Agency,  and  local  or- 
ganizations had  set  up  an  area  where 
families  could  come  for  help.  Getting 
this  help  often  took  families  up  to  an 
hour.  Children  get  very  tired,  hot, 
and  hungry  during  this  time,  so  we 
were  there  to 
care  for  them. 

Since  we  ar- 
rived eight  days 
after  the  torna- 
do, many  fam- 
ilies had  al- 
ready been  to 
the  help  area, 
so  only  around 
20  children  vis- 
ited our  center. 
Therefore  we 
took  turns  going 
to  a  huge  ware- 
house that  had 
been  set  up  as  a 
distribution  site 
by  the  Salvation 
Army  where 
food,  clothing, 
furniture,  and 
other  items 
needed  to  be 
sorted.   On  our 
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second  day  there,  our  lead  caregiver 
overheard  one  of  the  officials  in 
charge  tell  the  woman  signing  people 
in  that  no  more  children  were  to  be 
allowed  into  the  shopping  area  be- 
cause of  the  (continued  on  page  13) 


Interested  in  Becoming  a  Caregiver? 

Mrs.  Waters  and  her  husband,  Burlington  pastor  Ronald  L 
Waters,  attended  a  Caregiver  Training  Workshop  presented  by  the 
Cooperative  Disaster  Child  Care  (CDCC)  Program  in  May  1990. 

A  similar  workshop  is  planned  for  February  15-16,  1991,  in 
Ashland,  Ohio,  The  workshop  will  be  jointly  sponsored  by  CDCC 
and  The  Brethren  Church's  World  Relief  Commission.  Workshop 
attenders  will: 

— •  gain  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  a  disaster  and  its  impact  on 
children; 

—  participate  in  a  disaster  simulation;  and 

—  develop  skills  for  responding  to  the  special  needs  of  children. 
Attending  the  workshop  will  not  obligate  you  actually  to  go 

to  a  disaster  site.  Registration  cost  for  the  workshop  is  $20  per 
person. 

The  Cooperative  Disaster  Child  Care  Program  is  a  national  net- 
work of  persons  who,  out  of  religious  faith  and  social  concern, 
prepare  and  commit  themselves  to  reach  out  and  comfort  young 
children  in  traumatic  disaster  situations.  The  Brethren  Church 
provides  financial  support  to  the  program  annually. 

If  interested  in  more  information  on  the  February  workshop, 
write  to  Caregiver  Training  Workshop,  The  Brethren  Church, 
Inc;,  524  College  Ave.>  Ashland;  OH  44805. 

A  descriptive  brochure  and  registration  form  will  be  sent  when 
available. 
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What  Do  Brethren  Believe 
About  Financial  Stewardship? 

Ronald  W.  Waters,  Director  of  Brethren  Church 

Ministries,  reviews  the  results  of  a  denominational 
survey  on  stewardship  conducted  last  spring. 


a 


The 


OH,  HONEY! 
pastor      is 
ing  on  stewardship  this  Sunday!" 

Whether  you  utter  that  state- 
ment with  a  postive  or  a  negative 
inflection,  you  are  in  agreement 
with  nearly  half  of  all  Brethren. 

Last  spring  one  out  of  every  five 
Brethren  worshipers  took  part  in  a 
financial  stewardship  survey.  The 
survey  was  conducted  by  the  Stew- 
ardship Commission  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church  to  discover  attitudes 
about  stewardship  and  to  deter- 
mine how  well  biblical  principles  of 
stewardship  are  understood. 

Specifically,  1,941  surveys  were 
completed  in  69  Brethren  con- 


The  Stewardship  Commission 

The  purpose  of  the  Stewardship  Commission  is  to  provide 
education  and  guidance  in  all  areas  of  biblical  stewardship. 

During  the  past  year,  the  commission  accomplished  the 
following: 

•  produced  and  analyzed  the  financial  stewardship  survey  dis- 
cussed in  the  accompanying  article 

•  conducted  workshops  at  the  1 990  National  BYC  Convention 

•  presented  a  short  drama  during  the  Conference  Thursday 
morning  worship  service 

•  published  three  articles  on  estate  planning  in  the  June,  July/ 
August,  and  September  1990  issues  of  the  Evangelist 

•  issued  an  annotated  stewardship  bibligraphy  in  August  (avail- 
able upon  request  from  The  Brethren  Church  National  Office) 

•  published  a  15-page  booklet  of  stewardship  related  cartoons 
from  Leadership  magazine,  securing  permission  for  pastors  to 
reproduce  them  in  their  local  church  newsletters 

Plans  for  the  new  year  already  include: 

•  preparation  of  stewardship  outlines  for  pastors 

•  regular  contact  with  local  church  leaders 

•  revision  and  updating  of  the  bibliography,  possibly  as  part  of 
a  loose-leaf  notebook  of  ideas 

•  exploration  of  ways  to  help  Brethren  people  discover  and  put 
into  use  their  spiritual  gifts,  possibly  including  a  training  cur- 
riculum 

Suggestions  for  the  commission  may  be  addressed  to; 

Stewardship  Commission,  The  Brethren  Church,  Inc., 

524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 


^regations.  This  very  positive  level 
of  response  indicates  the  broad  in- 
terest in  this  vital  (and  sometimes 
touchy)  subject. 

What  did  we  learn  from  the  sur- 
vey? First,  a  large  majority  of 
Brethren  have  a  good  under- 
standing of  biblical  principles  of 
stewardship,  either  strongly  or 
somewhat  agreeing  with  each  of 
these  statements  (percentages  in 
parentheses): 

—  The  Bible  teaches  that  we 
should  share  our  possessions  for 
God's  work  (93%) 

—  The  biblical  principle  of  tithing 
is  as  valid  for  Christians  today  as 
it  was  for  the  people  of  the  Old 
Testament  (89%) 

—  God  is  as  interested  in  what  we 
do  with  the  90%  that  we  keep  as 

He  is  in  the 
10%  we  give 
(89%) 

—  I  believe 
tithing 
means  giving 
10%  (80%) 

—  How  I  give 
my  money  is 
one  indica- 
tion of  my 
commitment 
to  God  (76%) 

Most  said 
they  are  ap- 
plying these 
biblical  prin- 
ciples in  their 
lives.  Four  in 
five  respon- 
dents (79%) 
agreed  that 
"my  immedi- 
ate family 
pretty  well 
lives  within 
its  income." 
Three  in  five 


(61%)  said  that  in  giving  to  the 
Lord,  "I  am  doing  about  what  He 
would  expect  me  to  do." 

This  is  borne  out  by  actual 
giving  patterns:  54%  said  that 
their  overall  giving,  as  a  percent- 
age of  income,  had  increased  in  the 
past  five  years.  Also,  42%  said  they 
gave  10%  or  more  of  their  income 


Other  Responses 

The  number  in  parentheses  is  the 
percentage  of  respondents  who  eith- 
er strongly  or  somev/hat  agreed. 

—  Giving  to  my  local  church  should 
have  priority  over  any  giving  to  dis- 
trict or  national  concerns  or  other 
ministries  or  social  organizations 
(76%). 

—  Faithful  stewardship  applies  to 
my  estate  as  well  as  to  my  ongoing 
income  (55%). 

—  The  needs  of  my  family  should  be 
met  before  I  consider  how  much  to 
give  to  my  local  church  (29%). 

—  Giving  to  social  service  agencies 
(such  as  the  United  Way)  is  a  valid 
use  of  my  tithe  (22%). 


during  the  past  year  to  their  local 
church;  another  one-third  gave  6- 
9%  of  their  income.  (By  contrast, 
only  7%  made  significant  contribu- 
tions —  5%  or  more  of  their  income 
last  year  —  to  such  Christian  min- 
istries as  the  Salvation  Army,  TV 
or  radio  programs,  or  other  mis- 
sions. Giving  to  other  ministries 
such  as  these  does  not  seem  to  be 
harming  support  for  Brethren 
churches,  as  many  feared  during 
the  1980s.) 

Yet,  only  one-third  said,  "I  know 
about  all  I  need  to  know  about 
financial  stewardship."  Most 
seemed  to  be  open  to  learning 
more  about  the  subject. 

Respondents  were  given  oppor- 
tunity to  rate  possible  resources 
the    Stewardship    Commission 
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might  offer  through  local  churches 
to  help  individuals  grow  in  their 
personal  financial  stewardship. 
Thirty  percent  said  a  "financial 
and  estate  planning  workshop" 
would  be  very  helpful  to  them. 
(Another  37%  said  such  a  work- 
shop would  be  somewhat  helpful). 
And  29%  said  both  stewardship 
sermons  and  a  quarter  of  Sunday 
school/Bible  study  lessons  would 
be  very  helpful.  Only  17%  favored 
a  list  of  stewardship  books  and 
speakers.* 

Significantly  for  church-wide 
ministries,  a  majority  (51%)  said, 
"I  would  be  in  favor  of  my  church 


budgeting  its  full  fair  share  of  sup- 
port for  district  and  denomination- 
al ministries."  Only  16%  disagreed 
with  that  statement.  Hopefully, 
this  positive  attitude  will  translate 
into  increased  support  for  church 
ministries  in  1991  local  church 
budgets. 

Last  May  pastors  of  churches 
participating  in  the  survey  re- 
ceived a  tabulation  of  results  for 
their  churches.  If  you  would  like  to 
compare  the  responses  from  your 
church  with  those  of  Brethren  as  a 
whole,  ask  your  pastor  to  see  your 
church's  tabulation. 

We  extend  a  special  thank  you  to 


each  person  who  took  time  to  com- 
plete the  survey. 

Now,  if  you  are  still  wondering 
about  that  statement  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  article:  26%  agreed 
with  the  statement,  "My  pastor 
should  preach  more  sermons  on 
financial  stewardship";  29%  dis- 
agreed; and  45%  indicated  that 
they  were  undecided!  [fl 

"The  most  highly  rated  resource  was 
not  related  to  financial  matters;  48%  said 
information  on  other  areas  of  stew- 
ardship (time,  spiritual  gifts,  etc.)  would 
be  very  helpful.  The  Stewardship  Com- 
mission is  considering  ways  to  promote 
understanding  and  use  of  spiritual  gifts 
among  Brethren  people. 


Caring  for  Children 

(continued  from  page  1 1) 
fork-lifts  that  were  being  used  to 
move  the  material  around.  We 
immediately  began  collecting 
items  (carpet,  toys,  a  playpen, 
snacks)  and  set  up  a  child  care 
area  near  the  entrance.  We  were 
able  to  minister  to  60  children  at 
this  area. 

Child  caregivers  are  trained  to 
help  children  express  their 
trauma  through  play  —  by  paint- 
ing, doing  things  with  Play-Doh®, 
etc.  —  without  prying  into  their 
lives.  This  helps  the  children  to 
release  the  anger  and  frustration 
they  have  experienced  because  of 


the  loss  of  family  members, 
friends,  pets,  toys,  etc.  Some 
small  children  just  wanted  to  be 
held  and  loved.  Others,  on  the 
other  hand,  didn't  even  want  to 
stay  with  us.  They  were  so 
traumatized  that  they  didn't 
want  to  let  their  parents  out  of 
their  sight. 

I  was  trained  to  be  a  child  care- 
giver at  a  workshop  sponsored  by 
the  Cooperative  Disaster  Child 
Care  Program,  which  was  held  at 
the  Logansport,  Ind.,  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  May.  When  I 
heard  about  the  Plainfield  tor- 
nado, I  wondered  if  I  might  be 
called.  I  must  admit  that  I  consid- 
ered it  with  some  reluctance,  for 


this  would  be  my  first  experience. 

When  the  call  came,  I  had  just 
18  hours  to  get  ready,  which 
meant  I  had  to  call  on  some  other 
people  to  take  over  some  respon- 
sibilities at  home.  But  I'm  glad  I 
went.  It  was  a  rewarding  ex- 
perience and  I  know  that  I  was 
able  to  help  people  in  need. 
Parents  and  agencies  were  very 
appreciative  of  us  and  told  us  so 
many  times. 

If  you  are  interested  in  becom- 
ing a  child  caregiver  and  helping 
others  in  this  way,  please  contact 
the  Cooperative  Disaster  Child 
Care  Program,  P.O.  Box  188  (500 
Main  St.),  New  Windsor,  MD 
21776-0188.  [fl 


Eternal  Treasures 

(continued  from  page  10) 
takes  to  let  grace  reach  more  people.  Humility  is 
willing  to  stoop  to  wash  feet  in  order  to  lift  someone 
up.  Jesus  Christ  was  like  that. 

I  remember  one  hot  afternoon  when  I  was  in 
school  in  North  Carolina.  My  English  teacher  came 
in  looking  a  little  disheveled  and  said,  "You  know, 
there  are  days  after  forty  when  you  realize  your 
body  is  your  mortal  enemy."  Well,  there  are  days 
before  forty  when  you  begin  to  realize  that  too.  We 
are  frail  creatures.  But  there  is  something  eternal 
about  us,  and  that  something  is  the  presence  of 
Christ  in  our  lives. 

When  people  see  your  weakness  but  God's 
strength,  they'll  be  led  to  Christ.  If  they  see  that 
you  are  willing  to  be  careless  about  yourself  but 
careful  about  others  —  in  other  words,  to  take  risks 
in  ministry  —  they  can  be  led  to  Christ.  When  they 


see  that  you  are  willing  to  go  all  out,  they  will  know 
that  you  are  a  person  who  really  cares  about  Jesus 
Christ.  They'll  know  that  your  faith  is  not  just  a 
hobby. 

So  I  ask  you,  "Are  you  willing  to  let  that  great 
light  in  your  life  —  that  eternal  treasure  —  shine 
forth?  Are  you  willing  to  be  a  visible  and  vulnerable 
pilgrim  for  Christ?  Are  you  willing  to  care  more 
about  eternity  than  about  what  you  have  in  time? 
If  you  are  willing  to  let  His  light  shine  through 
you  —  to  take  risks  of  faith  —  then  you  may  with 
the  hymnist  say: 

Here  in  the  body  pent 

Absent  from  Him  I  roam 

Yet  nightly  pitch  my  moving  tent 

A  day's  march  nearer  home. 

It  is  my  prayer  and  my  hope  that  the  light  of 

Jesus  Christ  will  radiate  from  your  life  —  that  you 

will  tell  people  wherever  you  are  that  Jesus  Christ 

is  alive.  [fl 
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By 

Russell 
C.  Gordon, 

In  the  next  few  pages  of 
this  issue  of  the  Evangelist, 
I  want  to  answer  some  of  the 
questions  that  I  have  been  asked 
during  the  past  year  about  church 
planting  in  The  Brethren  Church. 
It  is  my  prayer  that  as  a  result  of 
these  answers,  you  will  see  and 
understand  why  we  must  plant 
new  Brethren  churches. 

The  WHAT  of  church  planting 

Church  planting  is  taking  the 
gospel  where  it  is  not  known. 
This  was  the  Apostle  Paul's  ambi- 
tion when  he  said,  "It  has  always 
been  my  ambition  to  preach  the 
gospel  where  Christ  was  not 
known  .  .  ."  (Rom.  15:20,  NF/),  and 
it  must  be  ours  as  well. 

Thirty-one  of  the  50  states  in 
our  country  do  not  have  a  Breth- 
ren church.  That  says  nothing 
about  the  hundreds  of  cities  and 
small  towns  that  the  Brethren 
have  not  touched.  Many  of  these 
areas  without  a  Brethren  church 
are  also  devoid  of  any  church  that 
presents  the  gospel  from  a  per- 
spective anywhere  close  to  ours. 
The  church  is  responsible  to  GO 
to  these  unreached  areas  to  seek 
and  to  save  the  lost. 

The  WHO  of  Church  Planting 

Any  person  can  be  a  part  of  this 
great  spiritual  adventure.  Pas- 
tors and  lay  people  need  to  catch 
the  vision  and  become  a  part  of 
this  task.  Districts,  large  church- 
es, medium-sized  churches,  small 
churches,  and  individuals  with  a 
vision  from  God  can  be  the  spark 
of  life  that  brings  about  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  living  cell. 


The  WHEN  of  Church  Planting 

In  John  4:35,  Jesus  speaks  of 
the  urgency  of  the  harvest.  "Do 
you  not  say,  'Four  months  more 
and  then  the  harvest'?  I  tell  you, 
open  your  eyes  and  look  at  the 
fields!  They  are  ripe  for  harvest" 
(NTV).  Do  the  31  states  in  which 
there  are  no  Brethren  churches 
say  anything  to  us?  The  need  is 
apparent.  The  time  is  NOW. 
Jesus  said  so! 

When?  When  we  open  our  eyes. 
When  we  see  the  fields.  When  we 
are  willing  to  GO.  Christ  has 
urged  us  to  see  that  the  harvest 
is  already  ripe. 

The  WHERE  of  Church  Planting 

We  are  surrounded  by  people 
who  do  not  know  that  Jesus  can 
save  them.  Church  planting  can 
begin  next  door,  in  the  next  com- 
munity, on  the  nearby  university 
campus,  in  the  next  county,  or  in 
the  next  state  —  wherever  God 
opens  your  eyes  to  a  need. 

Our  inner  cities  have  become 
multilingual  and  cross-cultural 
communities.  Ethnic  minorities 
are  growing  in  number.  Refugees 
and  immigrants  are  coming  to 
our  shores  in  vast  numbers  with 
great  needs.  The  hearing  im- 
paired number  15  million  and 
only  two  percent  go  to  church. 

Jesus  said  to  his  disciples:  "Let 
us  go  somewhere  else  —  to  the 
nearby  villages  —  so  I  can  preach 
there  also"  (Mark  1:38,  NIV).  The 


Director  of 

Home  Missions 

and  Church  Growth 


where  is  anywhere 
God  leads  us. 

The  WHY  of  Church  Planting 

The  why  is  simple.  The  church 
that  does  not  reproduce  itself 
dies.  Life  brings  life.  Beyond  this, 
the  needs  of  people  and  the  lost- 
ness  of  those  without  Christ  com- 
pel us.  Consider  these  facts: 

•  50%  of  the  USA  population  is 
unclaimed  by  any  Christian 
group. 

•  Of  the  50%  that  are  claimed  by 
a  Christian  group,  it  is  very 
realistic  to  assume  that  40%  to 
50%  are  not  Christian. 

•  1.1  million  new  people  enter 
the  USA  each  year  (not  count- 
ing illegal  entries). 

And  then  consider  this  fact: 
Churches  usually  grow  greatly 
only  in  their  beginnings,  then 
they  plateau.  Growth  after  that  is 
in  small  amounts,  if  at  all. 

The  HOW  of  Church  Planting 

The  how  is  really  simple  also. 
The  how  is  people  at  all  levels  — 
national,  district  and  local  — 
having  the  vision,  pooling  their 
resources,  and  working  together 
toward  the  common  goal  of  plant- 
ing a  new  church.  As  we  respond 
together  to  the  task  by  praying, 
giving,  and  going,  the  Lord  will 
give  the  increase. 

Let's  take  the  questions  out  of 
church  planting  and  get  on  with 
the  task,  as  one  in  Christ.  Let's 
pray  fervently,  work  hard,  and 
give  "over  and  above"  to  insure 
that  our  neighbors  hear  the  gos- 
pel of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     [|] 


14 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Home  Missions 


What's  It  Like 
To  Start  a  New  Church? 

The  following  article  is  by  Charles  Beekley,  pastor  of  the  new  church  in  Frederick,  Md. 
When  most  of  you  read  this,  the  church  will  have  just  had  its  first  worship  service,  on 
November  4.  This  letter  was  written  September  21 ,  just  over  a  month  after  the  Beek- 
leys  had  moved  to  the  area. 


Dear  Friends: 

A  lot  has  been  happening  here. 
The  movers  left  us  Friday  after- 
noon, August  17th,  and  on  Satur- 
day we  left  town!  (There  was  a 
training  session  for  "The  Phone's 
For  You"  in  Virginia.)  So  it  was 
August  21  before  we  really 
started  to  unpack  and  get  settled. 
But  Linda  worked  a  miracle,  and 
we  had  our  first  overnight  guests 
August  24th  —  Ron,  Norma,  and 
Mindy  Waters  from  Ashland. 

As  a  former  pastoral  family  in 
the  Southeastern  District,  Ron 
and  Norma  are  particularly  inter- 
ested in  the  progress  here.  But 
they  were  also  put  to  work.  On 
Saturday  the  washing  machine 
drain  hose  jumped  out  of  the 
drain,  and  our  basement  was 
flooded.  We  couldn't  have  man- 
aged without  their  help. 

The  phone  campaign  started  on 
Tuesday,  September  4.  Almost 
three  hundred  people  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  are  making 
phone  calls  to  help  identify  people 
in  the  Frederick  area  who  are  in- 
terested in  learning  more  about  a 
new  church  in  town.  It  is  exciting 
to  see  what  a  district  can  do  when 
it  pulls  together.  The  statistics 
are  running  true  to  the  predic- 
tions in  the  literature:  about  10 
percent  of  the  people  who  answer 
their  phone  ask  to  learn  more. 

Our  original  negotiations  for  a 
meeting  location  fell  through 
when  I  thought  they  were  near- 
ing  a  successful  completion.  And 
while  we  have  hustled  around 
and  viewed  about  20  additional 
possible  locations,  we  still  don't 
have  a  signed  contract.  Yesterday 
(Sept.  20),  Bob  Keplinger  and  I 
made  an  offer  on  what  we  hope 


will  be  the  new 
church  location,  so 
we're  heading  into 
the  weekend  with 
optimism  that  this 
problem  will  soon  be 
behind  us. 

We  have  been 
blessed  by  the  ar- 
rival in  Frederick  of 
Edna  Logan,  from 
Harrisonburg,  Va., 
as  a  tentmaker.  She 
has  already  been 
hard  at  work  help- 
ing sort  and  file  the 
response  cards  from 
the  phone  campaign. 
We're  looking  for- 
ward to  her  contri- 
bution in  children's 
work  when  the 
church  opens  in 
November. 

School  started  the 


Pastor  and  Mrs.  Charles  Beekley  and  son  Tim. 


day  after  Labor  Day.  While  Tim 
seems  to  really  enjoy  his  new 
school,  he  has  had  a  mobility 
problem  since  the  second  day, 
after  he  broke  his  leg  in  a  roller 
blade  accident  Wednesday  eve- 
ning. For  about  a  week  he  was  in 
severe  pain,  and  he  missed  school 
until  the  following  Thursday.  He 
has  been  a  real  trooper,  though, 
and  is  now  getting  around  quite 
well  on  crutches. 

Faithful  Brethren  concern 

From  the  volume  of  cards  Tim 
received,  we  know  people  have 
been  faithful  with  concerned 
sharing  of  the  Beekleys'  welfare, 
and  in  their  prayers.  Certainly, 
Tim's  ability  to  deal  with  the  pain 
of  the  broken  leg  and  the  frustra- 
tion of  slowing  down  in  his  "set- 


tling in"  process  has  been  made 
easier  because  of  this  faithful- 
ness. Thanks! 

Unfortunately,  the  school  year 
started  without  Linda  in  a  class- 
room. She  is  busy  "subbing,"  how- 
ever, filling  temporary  vacancies 
on  six  of  the  first  twelve  days  of 
school.  We  continue  to  hope  faith- 
fully for  a  full-time  position,  and 
would  appreciate  your  prayers  in 
support  of  that. 

All  in  all,  it  has  been  an  excit- 
ing first  month  in  Frederick.  The 
enormity  of  the  task  ahead  seems 
staggering  at  times,  but  we 
"press  on  toward  the  goal" 
buoyed  by  your  interest  and 
prayers  in  support  of  God's  work 
here. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Charlie  and  Linda  Beekley 


November  1990 


15 


Home  Missions 


Planting  a  Church: 
An  Awesome  Challenge 


By  Terry  Colley 


The  following  was  written  by  Pas- 
tor Terry  Colley  after  spending  just 
over  three  months  in  the  church- 
planting  effort  at  our  "restarted" 
church  in  Medina,  Ohio.  Terry,  his 
wife  Debbie,  and  their  son  Allen 
moved  to  Medina  in  June  from  Ash- 
land, where  Terry  had  just  graduated 
from  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
Next  spring  this  church  will  use  "The 
Phone's  For  You"  (as  did  the  Fred- 
erick, Md,  church)  to  build  its  core 
group.  At  the  present,  20  to  25  people 
are  attending  the  worship  services. 

T3LANTING  A  CHURCH  is  an 
±T  awesome  challenge,  even  for 
the  most  adventuresome.  I  had 
never  imagined  that  God  would 
place  me  in  the  role  of  church- 
planter.  His  will  sometimes  leads 
in  new  and  different  directions. 

Church  planting  is  a  walk  of 
faith.  The  new  pastor  and  his 
family  are  not  greeted  by  lots  of 
parishioners  bearing  good  wishes. 
The  early  days  are  lonely.  Our 
encouragement  lies  in  our  faith  in 
God  and  His  sustaining  presence. 


With  only  a  small 
nucleus  of  people, 
new  "leads"  are 
often  hard  to  come 
by.  In  my  experi- 
ence, however,  when 
I  have  exhausted  all 
contacts,  God  is 
faithful  to  bring  the 
first-time  visitors  to 
our  services. 

Church-planting 
has  challenged  me 
to  more  aggressively 
pursue  church 

growth.  My  goals  for 
the  congregation 
must  be  fresh,  in- 
novative, and  flexible.  Over  the 
past  31/2  months,  I  have  seen  the 
people  in  our  congregation  begin 
to  emerge  with  a  singleness  of 
purpose  and  a  genuine  love  and 
appreciation  for  one  another.  For 
this  I  am  thankful.  The  Brethren 
Church  WILL  make  a  difference 
in  Medina. 


Pastor  and 


Mrs.  Terry  Colley  with  son  Allen. 

You  can  be  part  of  our  adven- 
ture. Pray  with  us  as  we  seek 
wisdom  and  guidance  from  the 
Lord  for  our  ministry  to  the 
people  of  Medina  and  the  sur- 
rounding areas.  The  challenge  is 
awesome.  Progress  is  sometimes 
slow.  Satan  will  fight.  But  our 
God  is  sufficient!  [f ] 


What  Does  It  Take 
To  Grow  a  Church? 

The  following  poem,  written  several  years  ago  by  Rev. 
Gerald  Barr,  pastor  of  our  Sarver,  Pa.,  Home  Mission 
Church,  gives  us  some  insight  into  the  challenges  of 
growing  a  church. 

Growing  a  church  is  a  difficult  thing  — 

Like  growing  a  girl  or  boy; 

There  are  the  good  times  and  there  are  the  bad, 

Lots  of  sorrows  and  joy! 

You  put  in  your  time,  your  money,  and  love, 
And  pray  that  it  all  will  work  out. 
You  strive  for  the  best,  and  work  day  and  night  — 
You  instruct,  you  cuddle,  you  shout! 

(continued  on  page  18) 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Barr  with  children  Wendy  and  Jerry. 
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HOW  CAN  I  HELP? 

You  can  help  by  being  a  TENTMAKER! 


TENTMAKERS  are  Christians  who,  following  in 
the  tradition  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  are  willing 
to  become  involved  in  missionary  service, 
with  the  distinction  that  they  are  committed 
to  a  self-supporting  service  as  they  assist  in 
developing  new  churches  or  missions  (ref. 
Acts  18:1-3). 

TENTMAKERS  are  born-again  Christians  who 
have  sensed  a  genuine  call  of  God  to  the 
tentmaking  role  and  have  willfully  com- 
mitted themselves  to  this  task. 

TENTMAKERS  must  be  willing  to  make  a  com- 
mitment to  a  specific  task  for  a  definite 
period  of  time. 

TENTMAKERS  assigned  to  a  new  mission  church 
(or  class)  must  be  willing  to  give  of  their 
time,  talents,  and  tithes  to  the  new  work. 

TENTMAKERS  must  be  willing  to  separate  from 


their  family  ties  and  be  willing  to  work 
through  the  adjustments  of  adapting  to  a 
new  location. 

TENTMAKERS  must  often  adjust  to  new  work  as 
well  as  location,  and  may  also  be  called  on  to 
adjust  to  different  manifestations  of  culture. 

TENTMAKERS  should  be  emotionally  mature, 
growing  spiritually,  willing  to  serve,  perse- 
vering enthusiastic,  flexible,  energetic,  and 
stable. 

TENTMAKERS  may  be  single  or  married,  young 
or  retired.  Especially  needed  are  young 
families  and  couples  who  would  give  stability 
to  a  new  work. 

TENTMAKERS  are  needed  in  several  areas  of  the 
country.  If  interested,  pray  and  then  write  to 
the  Missionary  Board  Office  for  complete 
guidelines  and  instructions. 


You  can  help  by  becoming  a  GROWTH  PARTNER! 


The 


Growth  Partners  Club  ...  is  a  group  of 
Brethren  people  who  promise  to  assist  in  the 
builing  of  new  Brethren  churches  by  giving 
$20.00,  $35.00,  $50.00  or  more  for  each  new 
church  project  —  not  to  exceed  two  calls  in 
any  year. 

The  Growth  Partners  Club  .  .  .  provides  a  sub- 
stantial sum  of  money  for  purchase  of  land  or 
erection  of  a  church  building  in  a  new  area. 

The  Growth  Partners  Club  .  .  .  operates  each 
time  a  new  church  project  is  started.  A  call 
is  issued  to  all  members  of  the  Growth 
Partners  Club  (not  more  than  twice  a  year). 
In  response  each  member  sends  the  desig- 
nated amount  for  the  new  church  project: 
Growth  Partners      $20.00  (or  more) 


Door  Keepers 
Faith  Builders 


$35.00  (or  more) 
$50.00  (or  more) 

Included  in  this  program  . . . 

Building  new  churches  for  extension  growth 

—  extending  biblical  salvation  and  beliefs  in 
the  Brethren  tradition  into  areas  where 
there  is  not  adequate  evangelical  witness. 

Relocating  small  churches  for  expansion 

growth  —  aid  to  certain  small  churches 
who  cannot  grow  due  to  facilities  or  location. 

We  MUST  ...  we  CAN  .  .  . 

build  new  Brethren  churches. 
BUT  NOT  WITHOUT  YOUR  HELP. 
How  rapidly  can  we  grow  by  expansion? 
IT  DEPENDS  ON  YOU! 


You  can  help  by  GIVING! 


The  Apostle  Paul  gave  these  words  of  instruction 
to  Titus  concerning  the  support  of  an  evangelistic 
trip.  "Do  everything  you  can  to  help  Zenas  the 
lawyer  and  Apollos  on  their  way  and  see  that  they 
have  everything  they  need"  (Titus  3:13). 

Your  Missionary  Board  makes  every  effort  to  see 
that  all  needs  of  its  missionaries  are  cared  for.  This 


is  accomplished  only  because  of  the  support  that  is 
given  through  the  Board. 

The  annual  "budget  meeting"  is  almost  always  a 
very  difficult  experience.  Usually  the  requests  (or 
needs)  far  exceed  the  anticipated  income  of  the 
Missionary  Board.  But  a  part  of  good  stewardship 
is  to  prayerfully  and  care-       (continued  on  next  page) 
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fully  study  each  request  and  arrive  at  an  an- 
ticipated "balanced"  budget  which  will  still  leave 
room  for  faith  to  operate.  Sometimes  the  task  is 
relatively  easy,  at  times  it  is  not. 

Our  work  is  accomplished  because  of  your  church 
offerings  and  the  local  congregation's  participation 
in  "fair  share"  giving.  Also,  twice  each  year  a  spe- 
cial request  for  financial  support  is  given,  in  April 
for  World  Missions  and  in  November  for  Home 
Missions.  The  work  is  also  supported  through  spe- 


cial gifts  of  love,  bequests,  loans,  and  annuities. 
Some  congregations  use  the  program  of  "Faith 
Promise." 

Brethren  realize  missions  is  a  costly  undertak- 
ing. But  they  also  know  that  the  church  has  been 
given  the  message  of  reconciliation,  and  "We  are 
therefore  Christ's  ambassadors"  (II  Cor.  5:20). 

The  bottom  line  of  "how"  is  through  you,  the 
faithful  supporter  of  the  Brethren  Missionary 
Board.  And  we  do  thank  you.  [f  ] 


Are  You  Interested  in  Tentmaking? 

If  so,  or  if  you  would  like  more  information 
about  what's  involved,  call  Rev.  Russell  Gor- 
don, Director  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Growth  (phone  419-289-1708),  or  write  to  him 
in  care  of: 

Tentmaking 

Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH  44805 


Join  the  Club! 

To  become  a  member  of  the  Growth  Partners 
Club,  send  your  name  and  address  to: 

Missionary  Board  of  the  Brethren  Church 

524  College  Avenue 

Ashland,  OH  44805 

Please  indicate  whether  you  want  to  be  a 

Growth  Partner  ($20  or  more  per  call);  a  Door 

Keeper  ($35  or  more  per  call);  or  a  Faith 

Builder  ($50  or  more  per  call). 


What  Does  It  Take  to  Grow  a  Church? 

(continued  from  page  1 6) 
That  young  growing  boy  —  like  a  young  growing 

church  — 
Grows  often  by  leaps  and  by  bounds. 
You  go  out  and  buy  the  next  size  larger  clothes, 
And  the  next  week  they  all  are  outgrown. 

So  you  plan  far  ahead,  and  buy  three  sizes  too 

big, 
And  consider  your  money  well  spent; 
And  just  when  you  do  —  all  systems  are  stop! 
And  his  pants,  for  weeks,  hang  like  a  tent. 

But  you  struggle  and  try  to  do  all  that  is  right, 
You  invest  all  your  wisdom  and  gold 
Because  you're  not  growing  an  eight-year-old  boy, 
But  a  man  who  will  be  strong  and  bold. 

Now  all  this  takes  time  and  patience  and  work  — 

It  cannot  be  hurried  along. 

But  if  you  stick  with  him  through  good  times  and 

bad 
He'll  grow  up  to  be  wise,  brave,  and  strong. 

Our  young,  growing  church,  now  just  eight  years 

old, 
Is  located  in  Sarver,  PA. 

It  may  seem  like  little  is  happening  out  there, 
But  we've  really  come  quite  a  long  way. 

You  and  your  family  —  our  Mother  and  Dad  — 
And  we  know  you  are  watching  us  grow; 
So  try  to  be  patient,  and  don't  give  up  hope 
If  our  progress  so  often  seems  slow. 


We  are  trying  new  things  —  like  an  eight-year-old 

boy  — 
And  learning  at  such  a  great  pace! 
We  do  not  make  great  progress  so  often,  you  know, 
But  sometimes  we  fall  on  our  face. 

We  have  picked  ourselves  up  so  often  it  seems, 
When  something  has  not  worked  out  right, 
Like  an  eight-year-old  boy,  we  won't  stay  down 

long, 
We're  right  up  and  back  into  the  fight. 

And  each  time  we  pick  ourselves  up  off  the  floor 

We  move  a  bit  further  ahead. 

We're  learning,  and  stretching  our  muscles  each 

day, 
Trying  to  be  more  like  our  "Dad." 

We're  looking  to  you  as  examples  of  what, 
When  we  grow  up,  we  ought  to  be; 
So  help  us  along,  share  your  wisdom  and  strength, 
Give  us  your  hand  lovingly. 

You've  given  so  much  of  your  love  and  your 

strength 
And  your  money  to  help  us  along. 
We're  still  pretty  small,  but  we're  struggling  to 

grow 
And  we're  starting  to  get  big  and  strong. 

We're  just  eight  years  old,  and  have  so  much  to 

learn, 
We  stumble  and  fall  now  and  then; 
We're  just  eight  years  old,  after  all,  Mom  and  Dad, 
But  watch  out  for  us  when  we're  ten! 

Gerald  Alan  Barr,  Sr. 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Northern  Ohio  Brethren  Challenged 
To  Support  Medina  Brethren  Church 


Smithville,  Ohio  —  Brethren  of 
northern  Ohio  took  up  the  challenge 
to  aid  the  Medina  Brethren  Church  at 
an  Ohio  District  Mission  Rally  hosted 
Saturday  evening,  September  29,  by 
the  Smithville  Brethren  Church. 

More  than  100  Brethren  from  the 
northern  Ohio  churches  gathered  at 
the  Smithville  Church  to  meet 
Medina  Pastor  Terry  Colley,  his  wife 
Debbie,  and  son  Allen,  and  to  show 
their  support  for  the  newly  re- 
organized Medina  congregation. 

Following  a  baked-potato  supper 
provided  by  the  Smithville  Brethren, 
those  in  attendance  gathered  in  the 
sanctuary,  where  they  were  wel- 
comed by  Carl  Howenstine,  chairman 
of  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board.  He 
then  introduced  Rev.  Russell  Gordon, 
Director  of  Home  Missions,  who  brief- 
ly reviewed  the  history  of  the  Breth- 
ren congregation  in  Medina. 

Begun  as  an  Ohio  District  Home 
Mission  church  in  the  late  70s,  the 
congregation  had  become  self-sup- 
porting by  the  mid-80s.  Unfortunate- 
ly, however,  problems  arose  that  all 
but  destroyed  the  church  by  the  end 
of  the  decade. 


Three  families  continued  to  hold  on 
to  the  vision  of  having  a  Brethren 
Church  in  this  growing  city,  however, 
and  Rev.  Gordon  began  searching  for 
a  pastor  to  guide  this  dedicated 
nucleus.  When  all  doors  seemed  to  be 
closed,  Gordon  set  a  date  to  end  the 
search.  But  just  before  that  deadline 
arrived,  Terry  Colley,  who  had  pre- 
viously turned  down  the  position, 
notified  Gordon  that  he  felt  a  call  to 
the  church. 

Having  given  this  background  to 
the  Medina  church  situation,  Rev. 
Gordon  then  introduced  Pastor  Col- 
ley, who  presented  a  brief  message. 

Using  Mary's  words  to  the  servants 
at  the  marriage  of  Cana  —  "Whatever 
[Jesus]  tells  you  to  do,  do  it"  (Jn.  2:5) 
—  as  his  text,  Pastor  Colley  explained 
why  he  had  refused,  then  accepted  the 
call  to  Medina.  He  shared  his  vision 
for  the  church  and  told  what  has  al- 
ready been  accomplished  —  increases 
in  attendance  and  improvements  to 
the  building  such  as  painting  and  new 
carpet.  He  invited  Ohio  Brethren  to 
visit  the  congregation  in  order  to 
share  in  their  fellowship.  And  he  chal- 
lenged the  Brethren  of  northern  Ohio 


to  support  his  congregation  and  to 
uphold  it  in  prayer. 

All  Brethren  have  an  opportunity  to 
help  the  Medina  Church  financially 
through  the  current  Growth  Partners 
Club  call,  which  is  for  that  congrega- 
tion. In  addition,  Brethren  of  north- 
ern Ohio  will  be  given  the  opportunity 
early  in  1991  to  aid  the  church  via 
"The  Phone's  for  You,"  a  telemarket- 
ing technique  that  has  been  used  with 
several  Brethren  congregations — the 
Northview  Brethren  Life  Church  in 
Springboro,  Ohio;  at  the  Blooming- 
dale,  Fla.,  Community  Brethren 
Church;  and  most  recently  at  Fred- 
erick, Md. 

In  addition  to  the  participants  men- 
tioned above,  others  taking  part  in  the 
mission  rally  included  Pastors  Ralph 
Gibson,  Arden  Gilmer,  David  Ben- 
shoff,  and  David  Hoyt.  Music  was 
provided  by  organist  Phyllis  Snyder, 
and  several  quartet  numbers  were 
presented  by  McConahay  brothers 
Rex,  Terry,  Gene,  and  Tom. 

The  Ohio  District  Mission  Board  ex- 
presses it  appreciation  to  the  Smith- 
ville Church  and  especially  Smithville 
Pastor  Jim  Rowsey  and  member  Don 
Dravenstott  for  their  generous 
hospitality  to  the  Brethren  of  north- 
ern Ohio. 

—  Donna  Stoffer,  secretary, 
Ohio  District  Mission  Board 


New  Sign  and  Organ  Dedicated 
At  the  Valley  Brethren  Church 

Jones  Mills,  Pa.  —  A  new  church  sign  and  Hammond 
organ  were  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God  on  Sunday, 
August  19,  by  the  Valley  Brethren  Church. 


The  sign  and  the  organ  were  donated  to  the  Valley 
Church  by  Eddie  and  Sarah  (Stahl)  Denner  in  memory 
of  Mrs.  Denner's  father,  Marcus  E.  Stahl,  and  in  honor 
of  her  mother,  Lulu  B.  Stahl  (who  is  still  living). 

Rev.  Bill  Yoder,  pastor  of  the  Valley  congregation,  was 
in  charge  of  the  dedication  service. 

—  reported  by  LaVerne  Keslar 


Organist  Penny  Zylka  at  the  new  organ.         Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Denner  beside  the  new  church  sign.     Photo*  by  Vera  Schroyer. 
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Keith  Stuart  Ordained  to  Eldership 
October  21  at  Mount  Olivet  Church 


Shortly,  Del.  —  Keith  A.  Stuart  was 
ordained  an  elder  in  The  Brethren 
Church  and  his  wife,  Gwen,  was  con- 
secrated the  wife  of  an  elder  in  a  serv- 
ice held  Sunday  afternoon,  October 
21,  at  the  Mt.  Olivet  Brethren 
Church. 

Rev.  David  Cooksey,  Director  of 
Pastoral  Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church,  delivered  the  message  for  the 
service.  Mt.  Olivet  Pastor  Page  A. 
Boyce  gave  the  invocation  and  wel- 
come and  read  scripture.  Also  partici- 
pating in  the  service  were 
Rev.  Glenn  Grumbling,  who 
led  singing  and  sang  special 
music;  Rev.  C.  William  Cole; 
and  Rev.  Robert  Holsinger. 
Sarah  K.  Beyeler  played  the 
prelude,  offertory,  and 
postlude. 

A  fellowship  meal  in  honor 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  was 
held  following  the  service. 
The  Mt.  Olivet  deacon  board 
presented  the  new  elder  a 
framed  sketch  of  the  Mt. 
Olivet  Church  building. 

Rev.  Stuart,  born  January 
7,  1958,  is  the  son  of  Richard 
and  Marian  Stuart  of  Short- 
ly, Del.  During  his  youth  he 
attended  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Mt.  Olivet 
Church.  He  attended  Sussex 
Central  High  School  in 
Georgetown,  Del.,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in 
1976.  He  continued  his  edu- 


cation at  Indiana  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, from  which  he  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1983;  and 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
from  which  he  received  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  in  May  of  this  year. 

From  1989  to  1990  he  served  as 
associate  pastor  of  the  Northview 
Brethren  Life  Church  of  Springboro, 
Ohio,  the  newest  Home  Mission 
Church  of  the  Ohio  District.  Prior  to 
this,  from  1986  to  1989,  he  pastored 
the  Williamstown,  Ohio,  First  Breth- 


ren Church.  He  also  served  as  a  pas- 
toral intern  in  the  Warsaw,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  during  the  summer 
of  1985.  He  is  now  seeking  a  pastoral 
position  in  The  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Stuart  is  married  to  the  former 
Gwen  Holsinger,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Robert  and  Alberta  Holsinger  of  Ash- 
land, Ohio.  Like  her  husband,  Gwen 
grew  up  in  The  Brethren  Church.  She 
has  degrees  from  Ashland  University 
(B.A.,  1982)  and  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  (M.A.  in  pastoral  counsel- 
ing,  1987). 

Following  his  ordination  service, 
Rev.  Stuart  held  four  evening  revival 
services  (October  21-24)  at  the  Mt. 
Olivet  Brethren  Church. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Keith  A.  Stuart  (4th  and  5th  from  right)  with  (from  r.  to  I.)  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Holsinger  (Mrs.  Stuart's  parents),  Mt.  Olivet  Pastor  Page  Boyce  (behind  Mrs.  Holsinger), 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  William  Cole,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Grumbling. 


Bryan  Breth./Ch.  of  Brethren 
Members  Take  Heritage  Tour 

Bryan,  Ohio  —  Eighteen  members 
of  the  Bryan  First  Brethren  Church 
and  12  members  of  the  neighboring 
Lick  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren 
joined  together  on  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 29,  for  a  get-acquainted  tour  of 
sites  important  to  their  common 
Brethren  heritage. 

The  group  traveled  first  to  the 
Mennohoff  Historical  Museum  in 
Shipshewana,  Ind.,  where  they 
learned  more  about  their  Anabaptist 
roots.  This  was  followed  by  a  delicious 
lunch  at  the  Brethren  Retreat  Center 
of  Shipshewana,  prepared  by  Gary 
and  Molly  Cotter. 

The  next  stop  was  the  Yellow  Creek 
Old  German  Baptist  Brethren  Meet- 
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ing  House  at  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  where 
Elder  Paul  Stull  and  approximately 
20  members  explained  their  worship, 
Communion,  and  baptism  practices. 
Before  departing,  the  three  groups  of 
Brethren  joined  together  in  singing 
"Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer." 

Continuing  their  tour,  the  Bryan 
Brethren  drove  by  the  site  of  Arnold's 
Grove,  where  the  rift  between  The 
Brethren  Church  and  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  took  place  in  1882.  From 
there  they  drove  to  Camp  Alexander 
Mack,  near  Milford,  Ind.,  where  the 
focus  of  attention  was  upon  murals 
lining  two  walls  of  one  of  the  large 
buildings.  These  murals  depict  Breth- 
ren history  from  1708  to  the  present, 
with  a  glimpse  into  the  future. 

Following  the  visit  to  Camp  Mack, 
the  tour  group,  which  was  led  by  Pas- 
tor and  Mrs.  Mark  Britton  of  the 


Brethren  Church  and  Rev.  Dorothy 
Ritchey  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
made  its  return  trip  to  Bryan. 

—  reported  by  Louise  Bishop 

N.  Manchester  Music  Committee 
Raises  Money  to  Renovate  Piano 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  — More 
than  150  people  attended  a  "full-meal 
deal"  furnished  and  served  Sunday, 
July  22,  by  the  music  committee  of 
the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church  to  raise  money  to  recondition 
and  refinish  the  grand  piano  in  the 
church  sanctuary. 

A  total  of  $5,500  was  received  from 
the  meal  and  in  outright  gifts,  more 
than  enough  for  the  job.  The  piano  is 
now  being  repaired  and  should  be 
completed  in  time  for  the  holidays. 

—  reported  by  LaVeta  Immel,  Cor.  Sec. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

DOING  GOOD  IS  BETTER  THAN  "BEING"  GOOD 

Do  the  adults  in  your  family  sometimes  tell  you  to  "be  good"? 
"Being  good"  usually  means  NOT  DOING  something.  "Being  good" 
usually  means  following  rules,  such  as: 

"DO  NOT  RUN  IN  THE  HALL" 

"DO  NOT  TALK  WITH  YOUR  MOUTH  FULL." 

"DO  NOT  HIT  OR  TEASE  SOMEONE." 

Rules  are  helpful  as  a  guide  for  knowing  how  to  live  safely.  But  can  you  imagine 
what  life  would  be  like  if  ALL  that  you  cared  about  was  following  rules? 

The  Bible  tells  us  that  Jesus  sometimes  became  very  angry  with  the  leaders  of  the 
synagogues  of  His  time.  He  became  angry  with  them  because  all  they  cared  about  were 
rules.  They  got  so  carried  away  with  following  rules  and  trying  to  "be  good"  that  they 
forgot  the  God  who  made  the  rules.  They  also  forgot  why  they  should  follow  these  rules 
(as  a  way  of  showing  love  for  God  and  for  their  neighbors). 

Jesus  said  that  we  can  never  "be  good,"  because  only  God  is  truly  good.  But  we 
can  do  good. 

Doing  good  is  different  from  trying  to  "be  good."  Trying  to  "be  good"  is  always 
keeping  your  eyes  on  what  you  CANNOT  do  according  to  the  rules.  "Being  good"  is 
NOT  doing  what  would  make  the  "person  in  charge"  (your  parents,  teacher,  God)  angry. 

Doing  good,  on  the  other  hand,  is  doing  all  the  loving  and  kind  things  you  CAN  do 
that  are  not  against  the  rules.  It  is  being  eager  to  DO  things  to  love  and  care  for  people 
around  us.  It  is  like  being  Jesus'  hands  and  feet  on  this  earth. 


Rules  ar 


iood  Thinas 


Write  down  three  school  or  home  rules.  For  ex- 
ample: Do  not  throw  food  in  the  lunchroom. 


1. 
2. 
3. 


Write  three  loving  things  you  CAN  do  that  aren't 
against  the  rules,  such  as,  Help  clean  up  after  meals. 


1. 
2. 
3. 


MAKE   A   PLAN   TO   DO  THESE   LAST  THREE 
THINGS  THIS  WEEK!  DO  GOOD! 


[f^'lf    :- 


"      /Ml,        ,  ~'r 


Read  Galatians  5:22-23. 
In  these  verses,  the  Apostle  Paul 
writes  about  the  "fruit  of  the  Spirit." 
He  says  that  "There  is  no  law  against 
such  things  as  these."  Write  one  of 
them  on  each  grape  below. 
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UPDATE 


Ryan  Gordon  Commissioned  at  Milledgeville 
As  Director  of  Children  &  Youth  Ministries 


Milledgeville,  111.  —  Ryan  R.  Gor- 
don was  commissioned  as  Director 
of  Children  and  Youth  Ministries  of 
the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church  in 
a  service  held  Sunday  morning, 
September  16,  at  the  Milledgeville 
Church. 

Rev.  Russell  Gordon,  Ryan's  father, 
who  is  Director  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Growth  for  the  national  Mis- 
sionary Board,  delivered  a  message 
entitled  "A  Recipe  for  Service"  during 
the  worship  service.  Rev.  Kenneth 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  the  Milledgeville 
Church,  challenged  Ryan  with  his 
responsibilities  of  service. 

Also  participating  in  the  service 
during  the  laying  on  of  hands  and 
prayer  were  Gary  Turner,  moderator 
of  the  Milledgeville  Church,  and  Har- 
lan Hollewell,  chairman  of  the  deacon 
board.  Special  music  was  presented 
by  Vanessa  Oburn,  Ryan's  fiancee. 

Ryan's  mother,  Sherrie  Gordon, 
was  present  for  the  service,  as  well  as 
his  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl 


Gordon, 
members 
of  the 
Ardmore 
Brethren 
Church  in 
South 
Bend,  Ind. 
Ryan  is 
a  1990 
graduate 
of  Ashland 
Universi- 
ty, from 
which   he 

received  a 

d  o       fje.  Ryan  K.  Gordon 

gree  in  education.  He  served  as  youth 
advisor  at  the  Bradenton,  Fla.,  Breth- 
ren Church  from  1984  to  1986  and  at 
the  Ashland  Garber  Brethren  Church 
from  1987  to  1990.  He  also  served  as 
a  Brethren  Youth  Summer  Crusader 
during  the  summers  from  1985  to 
1988. 
While  at  Ashland  University,  Ryan 


Church  of  the  Brethren  Board 
Speaks  on  Persian  Gulf  Crisis 

Elgin,  111.  —The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  General  Board  has  ex- 
pressed its  outrage  at  Iraq's  invasion 
of  Kuwait  and  the  inhumane  use  of 
persons  as  hostages  and  has  con- 
demned Iraq's  treatment  of  Kuwait, 
its  people,  resources,  and  govern- 
ment. 

At  the  same  time,  the  25-member 
board  expressed  its  dismay  at  the  U.S. 
government's  response  to  this  inva- 
sion, and  it  urged  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment to  withdraw  its  troops  from  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  to  seek  a  negotiated 
peace. 

The  25-member  board  said  that  the 
U.S.  government's  massive  buildup  of 
military  force,  "its  uncompromising 
rhetoric,"  and  the  pressure  it  has  im- 
posed on  the  rest  of  the  world  to  com- 
ply with  this  stance  greatly  elevate 
the  risk  of  war  and  diminish  hope  for 
a  peaceful  resolution. 

The  board's  resolution  affirms  the 
use  of  economic  sanctions,  but  criti- 
cizes as  "inhumane"  the  cutting  off  of 
food  and  medical  supplies.  It  urges 
the  U.S.  government  to  extend 
greater  openness  to  the  leadership  of 
the  United  Nations  and  the  Arab  na- 
tions in  encouraging  dialogue;  to  seek 
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a  stance  for  peace  and  justice  that  is 
consistent  throughout  the  whole  Mid- 
dle East  region;  to  end  all  arms  ship- 
ments to  Middle  Eastern  govern- 
ments; to  adopt  policies  that  diminish 
U.S.  dependence  on  oil;  and  to  resist 
pressure  to  forestall  major  cuts  in  the 
military  budget. 

The  board  also  urged  various  re- 
sponses by  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  among  them  that  they: 

—  pray,  study,  and  fast,  continually 
seeking  God's  guidance  regarding  the 
Gulf  crisis. 

—  realize  that  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ,  not  the  economy  or  the  mood 
of  the  nation,  should  determine  one's 
response. 

—  ask  God's  forgiveness  for  their 
complicity  in  this  crisis. 

—  change  their  lifestyles  in  order  to 
decrease  U.S.  dependence  on  Middle 
East  oil  resources. 

—  raise  concerns  within  their  com- 
munities and  with  govenmental 
leaders,  voicing  opposition  to  war  as  a 
means  of  solving  international  con- 
flict. 

—  support  ministries  to  refugees  dis- 
placed by  the  conflict. 

Editor's  note:  This  is  simply  a  report 
of  action  taken  by  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  is  not  intended  as  an 
endorsement  of  that  action. 


was  active  in  HOPE  Christian  Fellow- 
ship, sang  in  the  university  choir,  and 
served  as  a  homecoming  chairperson. 
In  1990  he  was  honored  as  an  Out- 
standing Young  Man  of  America  and 
presented  an  Ashland  University 
Outstanding  Student  Leadership 
Award. 

Though  Ryan  received  his  degree  in 
elementary  education,  he  felt  called 
by  the  Lord  to  work  with  children  and 
youth  in  a  church  setting.  He  took  a 
step  of  faith  and  waited  for  a  door  of 
opportunity  to  open  in  this  direction, 
deliberately  bypassing  several  teach- 
ing opportunities.  According  to 
reporter  Lorraine  Haugh,  "Mill- 
edgeville Brethren  Church  is  very 
thankful  and  blessed  to  have  such  a 
fine  young  man  ministering  to  our 
children  and  youth." 

—  reported  by  Lorraine  J.  Haugh 


Thanksgiving 

Even  though  I  clutch  my  blanket  and 
growl  when  the  alarm  rings  each  morning, 

Thank  you,  Lord,  that  I  can  hear. 

There  are  those  who  are  deaf. 

Even  though  I  keep  my  eyes  tightly  closed 
against  the  morning  light  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, 

Thank  you,  Lord,  that  I  can  see. 

There  are  many  who  are  blind. 

Even  though  I  huddle  in  my  bed  and  put 
off  the  physical  effort  of  rising, 

Thank  you,  Lord,  that  I  have  the 
strength  to  rise. 

There  are  many  who  are  bedfast. 

Even  though  the  first  hour  of  the  day  is 
hectic,  when  socks  are  lost,  toast  is 
burned,  tempers  are  short, 

Thank  you,  Lord,  for  my  family. 

There  are  many  who  are  lonely. 

Even  though  our  breakfast  table  never 
looks  like  the  pictures  in  the  ladies' 
magazines,  and  the  menu  is  at  times 
unbalanced, 

Thank  you,  Lord,  for  the  food  we 
have. 

There  are  many  who  are  hungry. 

Even  though  the  routine  of  my  job  is  often 
monotonous, 

Thank  you,  Lord,  for  the  opportunity 
to  work. 

There  are  many  who  have  no  work. 

Even  though  I  grumble  and  bemoan  my 
fate  from  day  to  day,  and  wish  my  modest 
circumstances  were  not  quite  so  modest, 
Thank  you,  Lord,  for  the  gift  of  life. 

—  Author  Unknown 

Reprinted  from  Pulpit  Helps;  published  by 
AMG  International,  Chattanooga,  TN  37422 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


UPDATE 


From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 


Benjamin  Phillips,  a  member  of  the 
Highland  Brethren  Church  of  Marianna, 
Pa.,  was  presented  a  50-year  perfect  attend- 
ance pen  by  Sunday  school  superintendent 
Joe  Shargots  during  services  on  Sunday 
morning,  October  2 1 .  In  addition  to  being  a 
faithful  attender,  Mr.  Phillips  also  serves 
the  Highland  Church  as  a  trustee  and  usher. 

Men  and  boys  of  the  Falls  City,  Neb., 
First  Brethren  Church  enjoyed  the  annual 
Father-Son  Banquet  on  October  18.  The 
meal  was  prepared  and  served  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  other 
women  of  the  church.  Following  the  meal, 
the  Billy  Graham  film  Caught  was  shown. 

Teachings  of  Jesus  —  Presentations, 
Crafts,  and  More  is  the  title  of  a  recent 
publication  from  Brethren  House  Minis- 
tries. The  purpose  of  this  teaching  resource 
is  to  equip  students  to  become  followers  of 
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Jesus,  and  it  is  intended  for  teachers  and 
parents  of  elementary-age  children.  Each  of 
the  18  lessons  in  the  book  includes  Scrip- 
ture references,  a  brief  statement  of  the  les- 
son theme,  a  description  of  a  visual  aid  to 
be  used  with  the  lesson,  a  script  that  ex- 
plains the  story  or  teaching,  a  craft  project 
related  to  the  theme,  and  suggested  addi- 
tional activities.  The  cost  of  single  copies 
(which  are  available  from  Brethren  House 
Ministires,  6301  56th  Ave.  N.,  St.  Peters- 
burg, FL  33709)  is  $8.50. 

The  third  annual  Missions  Fair  of  sev- 
eral Brethren  churches  in  northern  Indiana 
was  another  success,  with  $2,060.50  raised 
for  Brethren  Missions.  This  year's  fair  was 
held  August  25  at  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren 
Church. 

According  to  news  reports  heard  on 
Christian  radio,  the  Burger  King  boycott 
sponsored  by  Christian  Leaders  for  Respon- 
sible Television  (CLeaR-TV)  has  been  can- 
celed as  of  November  1,  1990,  because  of 
the  company's  conciliatory  response.  The 


radio  reports  indicate  that  Burger  King  has 
stated  its  intention  to  run  newspaper  adver- 
tisements announcing  a  change  in  policy 
regarding  sponsoring  programs  that  contain 
offensive  material. 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  is  still  going 
strong  at  72  years  of  age.  Dr.  Graham,  who 
turns  72  on  November  7,  is  scheduled  to 
hold  his  largest  single  outreach  in  over  40 
years  of  international  ministry  November 
14-18  in  Hong  Kong.  Three  of  the  five 
crusade  meetings  will  be  extended  by  satel- 
lite, television,  and  video  distribution  to  30 
countries  in  Asia  and  the  Pacific  region. 
Five  program  editions  will  be  translated 
into  45  languages  with  an  estimated  nightly 
television  audience  of  100  million  people. 

After  months  of  effort,  World  Relief  of 
NAE  was  able  to  airlift  682  Soviet  Chris- 
tians to  the  U.S.  on  September  20  and  25. 
These  were  part  of  a  group  of  6,000  Soviet 
Christian  asylum-seekers  who  became 
stranded  in  Moscow  as  a  result  of  an  abrupt 
change  in  soviet  emigration  policy. 


In  Memory 

Noel  Edwards,  79,  October  23.  Member  of  The 
Brethren  Church  at  New  Lebanon.  Services  by 
Pastor  James  F.  Black 

Josephine  Hepner,  91,  October  23.  Member  of 
The  Brethren  Church  at  New  Lebanon.  Services 
by  Pastor  James  F.  Black. 
Marlin  Lesher,  68,  October  19.  Member  for  36 
years  of  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church,  where 
he  served  as  an  usher  and  on  the  ministry  of 
property.  Services  by  Pastor  Timothy  P.  Garner. 
Charles  Schamel,  74,  September  27.  Member  of 
the  St.  James  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pas- 
tor Brian  Moore. 

Sue  Alice  (Payne)  Adams,  38,  July  21.  Member 
of  the  Burlington  First  Brethren  Church. 
Memorial  service  at  Burlington  by  Rev.  Gene 
Hollinger  and  Rev.  Duane  Dickson. 

Weddings 

Melissa  Shoemaker  to  Kevin  York,  October  9, 
in  Hagerstown,  Md.  Groom  a  member  of  the  St. 
James  Brethren  Church. 

Gail  Bowrey  to  Dan  Allure,  October  6,  at  the 
Cerro  Gordo  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Dean  Ben- 
ton officiating.  Members  of  the  Cerro  Gordo 
Brethren  Church. 

Hilda  L.  Schlosser  to  John  F.  Walker,  October 
6,  at  the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor 
Daniel  Gray  officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 
Carolyn  Jamison  to  Jack  Price,  August  31,  in 
Gatlinburg,  Ind.  Bride  a  member  of  the  St.  James 
Brethren  Church. 

Kimberly  Kristin  Wilkins  to  Richard  Charles 
Hubble,  August  25,  at  the  Tucson  First  Brethren 
Church;  Pastors  Clarence  Stogsdill  (Tucson)  and 
Roger  Stogsdill  (Lathrop)  officiating.  Groom  a 
member  of  the  Lathrop  Brethren  Church;  bride  a 
member  of  the  Tucson  First  Brethren  Church. 
Sally  Bertram  to  Tom  Saunders,  August  1 1,  in 
Ronk  Memorial  Chapel,  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary;  Pastor  Arden  Gilmer  of  the  Ashland 
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Park  Street  Brethren  Church  officiating.  Mem- 
bers of  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  and  Brethren 
missionaries  serving  in  Mexico  City. 
Kimberly  Carman  to  Daryl  Young,  July  28,  at 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church;  Pastor 
Arden  Gilmer  officiating.  Members  of  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church. 

Goldenaires 

Myron  and  Bernice  Kem,  60th,  December  27. 

Members  of  the  Dayton  Hillcrest  Brethren 

Church. 

Norman  and  Mary  Bookwalter,  50th,  October 

26.  Members  of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church. 
Dennis  and  Donna  Warren,  50th,  October  17. 
Members  of  the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Betty  and  Earl  Wardlaw,  50th,  October  4. 

Members  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Wendell  and  Maxine  Moon,  50th,  September 

27.  Maxine  a  member  of  the  Corinth  Brethren 
Church. 

Robert  and  Hazel  Klepser,  50th,  September  20. 

Members  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 

Church. 

Walter  and  Delia  Davis,  60th,  September  2. 

Members  of  the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Clarence  (Boots)  and  Ruby  Simmons,  50th, 

August  17.  Attend  the  Roanoke  First  Brethren 

Church. 

Dr.  Leslie  and  Ida  Lindower,  65th,  August  16. 

Members  of  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Corinth:  3  by  baptism 

Roanoke:  1  by  baptism 

Pleasant  Hill:  3  by  baptism 

Sarasota:  3  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Ardmore:  6  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

North  Manchester:  5  by  baptism,  3  by  transfer 
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WHAT  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

Planting  new  churches 
Working  with  ethnics 
Strengthening  older  congregations 
Special  ministry  involvement 


THE  WHO  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

—  The  National  Mission  Board 

—  The  District  Mission  Boards 

—  The  local  church 
-YOU 


THE  WHERE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

—  Wherever  there  are  people  who  do  not  know  that 
Jesus  Christ  can  give  them  new  life  —  next  door;  in 
the  next  community;  the  next  county;  the  next  state. 

THE  WHY  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

—  People  need  to  know  about  Jesus  Christ. 

—  New  churches  reach  more  people  faster  than 
established  churches. 


WHEN  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

—  NOW  is  the  time!  Jesus  tells  us  in  John  4:35,  "I  tell 
you,  open  your  eyes  and  look  at  the  fields!  They  are 
ripe  for  harvest." 

THE  HOW  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

—  The  National  Mission  Board,  District  Mission  Boards, 
Local  Churches,  and  YOU  responding  to  the  task  by 
praying,  giving,  and  going. 


I  LU 

O  C3  <■■ 

'-"1.  W  r-, 

O  _i  I— 

I— l  Tj 

X  C£  O 

-T  '^  ^ 

ijj  CO  E 

lT  LJ  _ 

X  5  D 

P3  zl 


Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Is  God  in  It? 


GROWING  UP  in  a  rural  Mexican 
village,  seven-year-old  Mirna 
Sotomayor  wanted  to  improve  at  read- 
ing. Mima's  aunt  decided  that  since 
her  niece  was  going  to  spend  time 
reading  books,  she  might  as  well  read 
something  productive.  So  she  gave 
Mirna  a  biography  of  David  Living- 
stone. 

This  book  burned  itself  into  the 
small  girl's  consciousness.  From  this 
and  similar  books,  Mirna  concluded 
that  nothing  could  be  nobler  in  life 
than  being  a  missionary. 

Curiously,  though,  little  Mirna  saw 
no  relationship  between  God  and  mis- 
sions. "It  never  even  occurred  to  me 
that  missions  had  much  to  do  with 
God,"  she  recalled  years  later.  "In 
fact,  my  family  and  I  had  hardly  heard 
about  God,  though  we  did  believe  in 
His  existence." 

It  sounds  like  a  contradiction  in 
terms:  Missions  without  God!  But 
Mima's  childhood  oversight  might 
come  closer  to  the  truth  than  we'd  like 
to  admit. 

Going  through  the  motions 

In  fact,  it  is  possible  to  go  through 
the  motions  of  missions  —  or  any 
other  kind  of  ministry  —  without  rely- 
ing on  God  or  taking  Him  into  con- 
sideration. It  happens  when  we  mouth 
God's  involvement  in  our  lives  but  cut 
Him  out  of  the  action  in  practice. 

It  also  happens  when  we  make 
major  job  and  family  decisions 
without  seeking  God's  will  through 
Scripture  reading  and  prayer.  And  it 
happens  when  we  accept  a  ministry 


not  because  we  feel  God  has  led  us  to 
it,  but  because,  deep  down,  we  like  the 
visibility  or  supposed  prestige  that 
goes  with  it. 

We  can  so  easily  deceive  ourselves. 
We  often  do  things  simply  because 
"They've  always  been  done  this  way," 
and  not  because  we've  sought  God's 
will  on  the  matter. 

North  American  idiosyncrasies 

Sometimes  our  ministries  more  vis- 
ibly reflect  certain  North  American 
idiosyncrasies  (bigger-is-better,  indi- 
vidualism, consumer-oriented,  compe- 
tition) than  a  conscious  effort  to  apply 
God's  truth  to  the  particular  situation. 

A  U.S.  mission  agency  was  debat- 
ing whether  to  initiate  an  annual  cash- 
gift  award  to  the  missionary  each  year 
who  contributed  most  to  the  cause  of 
evangelism.  A  national  believer,  how- 
ever, when  told  about  the  proposed 
award,  nearly  turned  the  color  of  her 
green  card. 

"That  sounds  so  worldly!"  she  ex- 
claimed. "It  sounds  like  they're 
paying  people  for  leading  people  to 
Christ." 

I  lamely  theorized  that  in  the  North 
American  business  world,  it  is  a  com- 
mon practice  to  give  cash  incentives 
for  commendable  work,  and  that  may- 
be the  same  idea  was  at  work  here. 
Neither  she  nor  I  was  convinced,  how- 
ever. 

Sum  it  all  up,  and  we  think  of  that 
thought-provoking  question,  "If  today 
God  removed  His  Holy  Spirit  from 
my  life  and  church,  would  things  go 
right  on,  business-as-usual?" 


I  suspect  that  this  is  one  of  the  ten- 
sions of  the  Christian  life.  On  the  one 
hand,  we  must  be  out  there  working  to 
serve  Christ  and  our  neighbor.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  must  let  God  do  it 
through  us. 

We  can't  just  sit  around  with 
clasped  hands.  That  would  be  like  the 
Christian  young  man  who  prays  for  a 
wife  but  who  never  leaves  his  house. 
And  I  remember  the  words  of  one 
Christian  leader,  who  said,  "God  can't 
guide  us  if  we  aren't  already  moving!" 

So  I  suspect  the  answer  is  found  in 
periodic  "spiritual  attitude"  checks. 
Through  prayer  and  the  use  of  Scrip- 
ture, we  occasionally  need  to  ask  our- 
selves, "Why  am  I  doing  what  I'm 
doing?  Am  I  relying  on  God  for  in- 
sight and  strength?"  Maybe  it  just 
takes  a  more  conscious  effort  on  our 
part  to  involve  God  in  our  daily  work 
and  thought  life. 

Leaders  of  one  mission  agency  felt 
convicted  by  Christ's  words,  "Apart 
from  me,  you  can  do  nothing."  As  a 
result,  its  leaders  set  up  policies  that 
incorporated  prayer  into  every  aspect 
of  strategic  planning. 

After  all,  who  wants  to  work  hard 
and  accomplish  nothing?  But  that's 
what  happens  if  Christ  is  not  in  it. 
Zero.  Zilch. 

The  flip  side 

Yes,  there  are  probably  cases  of 
people  doing  missions  —  or  at  least  a 
facade  of  missions  —  without  God. 

But  here's  the  positive  flip  side: 
Maybe  you  can  try  to  have  missions 
without  God,  but  you  definitely  can't 
have  God  without  missions.  God  is  a 
missionary  God,  interested  in  finding 
disciples  among  all  nations. 

And  if  we  are  serving  God  in  this 
way,  He  certainly  won't  abandon  us. 
"Surely  I  will  be  with  you  always,  to 
the  very  end  of  the  age,"  Christ  tells 
His  disciples. 

Just  for  the  record,  Mima  did  come 
to  a  personal  relationship  with  Christ 
as  a  young  woman.  And  she  really  did 
become  a  missionary. 

"Now  I  know  that  all  along  God  had 
been  preparing  me  to  say  yes  to  Him," 
she  says.  "Now  I'm  a  missionary  in 
Costa  Rica.  And  though  many  times 
it's  not  easy  and  it  seems  like  God  is 
on  vacation,  I  know  He  is  beside  me 
and  that  He  called  me."  [f] 
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The  Wise  Still  Seek  Him 
Today 


Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Beth- 
lehem of  Judea  in  the  days  of  Herod  the 
king,  behold,  there  came  wise  men  from 
the  east  to  Jerusalem,  saying,  "Where  is 
He  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews?  For  we 
have  seen  His  star  in  the  east,  and  have 
come  to  worship  Him. 

Matthew  2:1-2 


What  Star  Is  This? 

What  star  is  this,  with  beams  so  bright, 
Which  shames  the  sun's  Jess  radiant 

light? 
It  shines  to  announce  a  new-born  King- 
Glad  tidings  of  our  God  to  bring. 

'Tis  now  fulfilled  which  God  decreed  — 
"From  Jacob  shall  a  star  proceed." 
And  lo!  the  Eastern  sages  stand, 
To  read  in  heaven  the  Lord's  command. 

While  outward  signs  the  star  displays, 
And  inward  light  the  Lord  conveys, 
And  urges  them,  with  force  benign, 
To  seek  the  giver  of  the  sign. 

True  Love  can  brook  no  dull  delay, 
Nor  toil,  nor  dangers  stop  their  way: 
Home,  kindred,  fatherland,  and  all, 
They  leave  at  once,  at  God's  high  call. 

0  Jesu,  while  the  Star  of  Grace 

Invites  us  now  to  seek  Thy  face, 

May  we  no  more  that  grace  repel, 

Or  quench  that  light  that  shines  so  well! 

To  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son, 
And  Holy  Spirit,  Three  in  One, 
May  every  tongue  and  nation  raise 
An  endless  song  of  thankful  praise. 

From  the  Latin; 
tr.  by  J.  Chandler,  1806-1876 
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Royal  Presents 

The  off  rings  of  the  Eastern  kings  of  old 
Unto  our  Lord  were  incense,  myrrh  and  gold; 
Incense  because  a  God;  gold  as  a  king; 
And  myrrh  as  to  a  dying  man  they  bring. 
Instead  of  incense  (Blessed  Lord)  if  we 
Can  send  a  sigh  or  fervent  prayer  to  thee, 
Instead  of  myrrh  if  we  can  but  provide 
Tears  that  from  penitential  eyes  do  slide, 
And  though  we  have  no  gold;  if  for  our  part 
We  can  present  thee  with  a  broken  heart 
Thou  wilt  accept:  and  say  those  Eastern  kings 
Did  not  present  thee  with  more  precious  things. 

Nathaniel  Wanley,  1634-1680 
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The  Great  Exchange 


SEVERAL  YEARS  AGO  the 
Chicago  Daily  News  reported 
an  astonishing  incident.  It  oc- 
curred in  the  comfortable  first- 
class  compartment  of  a  crowded 
London-bound  train.  A  tall  young 
man  rose  from  his  seat  and 
pushed  his  way  into  the  corridor, 
where  he  spoke  to  an  obviously 
weary  woman  whom  he  had  seen 
standing  and  swaying  with  the 
motion  of  the  rolling  car. 

"Take  my  seat,"  he  said  gently, 
nodding  toward  his  compart- 
ment. 

"I'm  not  allowed  in  there,"  she 
replied.  "I've  only  a  third-class 
ticket." 

But  the  young  man  insisted. 
"You  take  my  first-class  ticket," 
he  said.  "I'll  take  your  ticket  and 
find  a  seat  in  the  carriage 
beyond." 

Tickets  were  exchanged,  and 
the  young  man  disappeared 
down  the  passageway.  The  young 
man  was  Prince  Charles,  the 
then  19-year-old  heir  to  the 
British  throne. 

Another  story  of  an  exchange 

There  is  another  story  of  an  ex- 
change that  is  more  dramatic 
and  more  far-reaching  in  its  con- 
sequences than  this  one  about 
Prince  Charles.  It  is  the  story  of 
Christmas.  And  though  it  has 
been  repeated  from  that  day 
when  the  first  angelic  choir  an- 
nounced the  good  news  until  this 
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December,  it  needs  to  be  told 
again  and  again  —  now  even 
more  than  ever  before. 

It  is  not  because  we  are  slow  to 
learn.  Rather  it  is  because  our 
age  —  with  its  mounting  surge  of 
materialism,  its  philosophies  of 
success,  and  its  standard  of 
values  —  has  caused  cataracts  to 
grow  over  our  mental  eyes, 
making  it  difficult  for  Christians 
to  perceive  the  true  significance 
of  Christmas. 

We  are  losing  our  way 

As  a  result,  we  are  losing  our 
way.  Our  feet  are  being  turned 
from  the  Bethlehem  road  to 
another  road,  to  the  city  called 
Babylon.  Therefore,  let  us  hear 
the  Christmas  story  again. 

Its  most  profound  retelling  and 
exegesis  is  found,  in  my  judg- 
ment, in  Philippians  2:6-8. 
There,  in  few  but  well-chosen 
words,  Paul  provides  us  with  the 
facts  of  that  event  and  then  ex- 
plains for  us  their  significance. 

The  facts  for  Paul  are  these: 
Outside  of  time  — and  above  it  — 
was  One  who  ranked  higher  than 
any  earthly  prince  or  potentate. 
He  was  divine,  existing  eternally 
and  really  in  the  form  of  God.  He 
had  not  only  the  "appearance"  of 
God,  as  pools  of  water  on  a  burn- 
ing desert  may  have  appearance 
without  substance,  but  He  pos- 
sessed the  reality  of  God's  na- 
ture. He  lacked  nothing  and  had 


full  power  to  acquire  more  than 
He  wished  to  possess.  He  lived 
every  bit  in  a  manner  equal  with 
God,  with  every  right  to  continue 
thus  forever. 

But  amazingly,  this  One  did 
not  prize  such  a  mode  of  exist- 

Our  age  has  caused  cataracts 
to  grow  over  our  mental  eyes, 
making  it  difficult  for  us  to 
perceive  the  true  significance 
of  Christmas. 

ence  above  all  other  considera- 
tions. Nor  did  He  seek  to  possess, 
to  keep  all  to  Himself.  Rather, 
with  His  affections  fixed  on  dif- 
ferent values  and  His  mind  set 
on  higher  goals,  He  brushed 
everything  aside.  He  emptied 
Himself.  He  took  the  form  of  a 
slave.  He  became  like  men.  He 
was  totally  obedient  to  God.  And 
He  died  the  most  shameful  death 
of  all  —  death  on  a  cross! 

So  many  questions 

Such  are  the  facts  of  the 
Christmas  story  as  presented  in 
this  passage.  They  seem  so  few, 
and  they  raise  so  many  ques- 
tions: 

Of  what  did  this  One  empty 
Himself?  How  did  His  humanity 
relate  to  His  deity?  As  a  man, 
was  He  capable  of  sinning?  If  we 
truly  believe  that  He  was  "very 
God  of  very  God,"  then  who  was 
running  the  universe  during  this 
"great  exchange"?  Was  it  on 
automatic  pilot? 

Our  minds  go  racing  wildly, 
searching  for  answers  to  these 
profound  questions.  But  it  is  ob- 
vious that  we  cannot  find 
answers  to  them  all. 

Therefore,  our  faith  must  gin- 
gerly lead  us  over  the  cobbles- 
tones and  sharp  rocks  and 
broken  shells  until  we  arrive 
where  only  angels  are  privileged 
to  tread  —  the  fields  of  Glory. 
When  we  get  there,  then  we,  like 
the  lady  who  exchanged  tickets 
with  Prince  Charles,  will  know 
that  it  is  first  class!  And  we'll 
laugh  and  roll  and  jump  and  play 
in  those  eternal  fields  —  because 
of  His  "Great  Exchange."  [f] 


Sharing  the  Burden; 
Sharing  the  Joy 


I  WAS  INTRIGUED  recently  by 
a  commercial  I  happened  to  see 
on  television  for  a  camping 
lantern.  The  commercial  shows  a 
cave  man  standing  with  his  torch 
in  his  hand  and  a  modern  camper 
holding  his  camping  lantern.  The 
commercial  is  demonstrating  the 
difference  in  efficiency.  The 
modern  camper  just  pushes  a  but- 
ton and  his  lantern  shines  forth. 
But  the  cave  man  has  to  wait  for  a 
lightning  bolt  to  light  his  torch. 

I  sometimes  think  we  in  the 
church  are  like  that  cave  man.  God 
has  to  send  a  lightning  bolt  to  get 
our  attention.  Unlike  the  cave 
man,  however,  we  often  are  not 
even  looking  for  the  lightning  bolt. 
The  lightning  bolt  method  works, 
but  it  might  not  be  as  efficient  as 
some  of  God's  other  means. 

I'm  not  suggesting  that  what  I 
have  to  say  in  this  message  is  a 
lightning  bolt  from  heaven.  But  I 
do  hope  that  it  will  enable  us  to 
look  at  the  church,  our  ministry, 
and  discipleship  in  new  ways. 

Moses'  approach  to  discipleship 

I'd  like  to  begin  by  looking  at 
Moses  and  his  approach  to  dis- 
cipleship. Moses,  of  course,  was 
one  of  the  great  leaders  of  Israel. 
But  where  did  he  learn  his  leader- 
ship skills?  How  did  he  receive  his 
training  in  order  to  become  a  lead- 
er of  the  people  of  Israel? 

It's  exciting  to  look  at  how  God's 
providence  was  at  work  in  Moses' 

Dr.  Baker  is  Professor  of  Old  Testa- 
ment and  Hebrew  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

This  article  is  an  edited  transcription 
of  a  message  Dr.  Baker  presented  on 
Wednesday  morning  of  the  1990  Gen- 
eral Conference. 
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By   David   Baker 


life.  Things  happened  in  his  life 
that  neither  he  nor  his  family 
could  see  the  rhyme  or  reason  for 
when  they  happened. 

Raised  in  Pharaoh's  court 

As  a  baby,  he  was  supposed  to  be 
killed,  along  with  the  other 
Hebrew  boy  babies.  But  instead  he 
was  found  by  Pharaoh's  daughter 
and  raised  in  Pharaoh's  court.  He 
received  a  royal  education,  which 
was  unheard  of  for  a  Hebrew 
slave.  He  learned  how  to  read  and 
write  in  the  royal  school  sitting  be- 
side Pharaoh's  own  sons. 

He  also  had  access  to  Pharaoh  — 
could  come  right  into  his  presence. 
Slaves  can't  do  that.  This  was  a 
privilege  he  used  later  on,  as 
Israel's  leader.  He  went  ten  times 
into  Pharaoh's  presence.  Moses 
was  able  to  do  what  ordinary  peo- 
ple couldn't  do. 

But  not  only  was  Moses  raised 
as  an  Egyptian,  he  was  also 
brought  up  as  a  Hebrew.  His 
mother  was  able  to  raise  him.  How 
often  does  it  happen  that  a  person 
is  adopted  by  someone  and  then  is 
raised  by  one's  own  mother?  This 
was  God's  providence  at  work. 

But  looking  ahead  to  Moses'  fu- 
ture work,  there  were  some  draw- 
backs to  his  life  in  Pharoah's 
courts.  I've  not  met  many  princes, 
but  I  would  imagine  that  as  a 
prince  in  the  royal  court,  Moses 
never  had  to  go  out  and  mow  the 
lawn.  And  he  never  had  to  worry 
about  where  his  next  meal  was 
coming  from,  for  everything  was 
provided  for  him.  So  how  in  the 
world  was  he  going  to  lead  several 
million  people  through  a  wilder- 
ness, when  he  had  lived  such  a 
pampered  childhood?  He  didn't 
even  have  calluses  on  his  hands! 


■   ■■     ■■  ■■     ■  .■  ■■  ■.'...    ■      .'......   ■. ■   .■  ■      

God  was  looking  ahead  to  his 
going  to  the  wilderness,  so  he 
prepared  the  way  for  him  there. 
Moses  spent  many  years  in  the 
wilderness  after  he  ran  for  his  life 
from  Egypt.  He  got  his  Boy  Scout 
training,  if  you  like,  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Sinai.  This  was  good  prac- 
tice for  leading  the  people  of  Israel 
there.  He  learned  his  way  through 
the  wilderness,  where  the  water 
holes  were,  and  so  on.  God  was 
preparing  Moses  to  be  the  leader  of 
His  people. 

What  about  the  next  generation? 

But  what  about  the  next  genera- 
tion? What  about  Joshua?  How 
was  God  going  to  prepare  Joshua 
to  take  over  the  leadership  of  the 
Israelites?  The  training  that  Moses 
received  was  not  reproducible. 
Joshua  couldn't  go  through  the 
same  steps.  So  Moses  taught  him, 
discipled  him  for  the  task  that  was 
before  him. 

Moses  saw  the  potential  in 
Joshua.  He  saw  that  potential 
when  Joshua  was  sent  out  as  one 
of  the  twelve  spies  who  were  sent 
to  reconnoiter  the  promised  land, 
as  recorded  in  Numbers  13.  Joshua 
was  one  of  the  two  spies  who  were 
faithful  to  God. 

Moses  took  Joshua  under  his 
wing.  He  didn't  just  talk  to  him. 
He  brought  him  along  side  himself, 
as  an  assistant.  And  he  didn't  wait 
until  his  death  bed  or  his  retire- 
ment to  begin  passing  the  mantle. 
He  began  sharing  with  Joshua 
some  of  his  responsibilities,  and 
possibly  some  of  his  prestige. 

Moses  could  have  said,  as  I 
heard  one  pastor  say,  that  he  was 
going  to  retire  and  serve  God  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  But  Moses 
didn't  do  that.   He  was  actively 
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*In  the  church  we  need  to  give  people  a  chance  to  put  into  practice 
what  they  are  hearing.  That*s  how  they  learn.  So  we  need  to  hand 
over  responsibility  to  them. " 


training  a  disciple  to  take  over  his 
place  of  leadership.  He  trained 
Joshua  by  example  (as  Joshua  ob- 
served his  leadership),  by  instruc- 
tion, and  by  giving  Joshua  oppor- 
tunitities  to  lead. 

A  challenging  example 

I  think  that  Moses'  example 
should  be  a  challenge  to  us  as  a 
church,  and  especially  to  pastors. 
How  much  do  we  as  pastors  do 
alone?  Moses  had  Joshua  with  him 
wherever  he  went.  How  often  do 
we  visit  a  hospital  all  by  our- 
selves? Obviously  there  are  some 
things  pastors  need  to  do  by  them- 
selves. But  there  are  others  — 
even  sermon  preparation  or  pre- 
marital counseling  —  in  which 
other  gifted  people  might  be  in- 
volved. Like  Moses,  we  need  to 
pass  along  in  practical  ways  what 
we  have  learned.  We  need  to  let 
people  see  us  in  action  so  that  they 
might  learn  from  our  example. 

If  Moses  hadn't  had  a  disciple, 
he  would  have  led  the  people  into 
the  wilderness  and  left  them  there 
when  he  died.  It's  easy  for  us  as 
pastors  to  lead  the  church  into  the 
wilderness,  but  we  may  need  some 
help  to  get  them  out.  Therefore  we 
need  to  invite  people  to  come  along 
side  us  —  to  share  in  our  ministry 
—  so  that  we  might  teach  them 
and  train  them. 

There  is  also  another  reason  for 
doing  this,  and  I  think  this  is  one 
of  the  lightning  bolts  that  came 
down  and  struck  Moses.  It's  found 
in  Exodus,  chapter  18,  verse  13-18: 

The  next  day  Moses  sat  as  judge 
for  the  people,  while  the  people 
stood  around  him  from  morning 
until  evening.  When  Moses'  father- 
in-law  saw  all  that  he  was  doing 
for  the  people,  he  said,  "What  is 
this  that  you  are  doing  for  the 
people?  Why  do  you  sit  alone  while 
all  the  people  stand  around  you 
from  morning  until  evening?" 
Moses  said  to  his  father-in-law, 
"Because  the  people  come  to  me  to 
inquire  of  God.  When  they  have  a 
dispute,  they  come  to  me  and  I 
decide  between  one  person  and 
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another,  and  I  make  known  to 
them  the  statutes  and  instructions 
of  God."  Moses'  father-in-law  said 
to  him,  "What  you  are  doing  is  not 
good.  You  will  surely  wear  yourself 
out,  both  you  and  these  people 
with  you.  For  the  task  is  too  heavy 
for  you;  you  cannot  do  it  alone."* 

Moses  was  serving  as  God's  mes- 
senger, as  God's  intermediary,  but 
he  was  the  only  one.  Therefore  this 
foreigner,  somebody  who  hadn't 
grown  up  in  the  Israelite  tradition, 
came  to  him  and  said,  "This  is 
wrong.  What  you  are  doing  isn't 
good."  This  bolt  of  lightning  came 
by  way  of  a  foreigner. 

A  means  of  avoiding  burnout 

Jethro  doesn't  use  the  term,  but 
one  of  the  terms  going  around  in 
counseling  circles  today  is  burnout. 
And  what  Jethro  says  is,  "Moses,  if 
you  keep  doing  this,  you  are  going 
to  burn  yourself  out."  I  understand 
that  one  of  the  major  reasons  semi- 
nary graduates  leave  the  pastorate 
—  sometimes  within  the  first  three 
to  five  years  —  is  because  of  burn- 
out; they  discover  they  just  can't 
do  it  all  by  themselves. 

Sometimes  we  have  to  let  go  and 
realize  that  we  can't  do  everything 
by  ourselves.  Sometimes  it's  nice 
just  to  sit  in  the  back  and  let  some- 
body else  do  it.  In  fact,  at  times  we 
need  to  let  somebody  else  do  it  and 
not  even  sit  in  the  back.  We  have 
to  let  go  of  some  things.  In  order  to 
do  this,  however,  we've  got  to  have 
trained  people  who  can  pick  up  the 
reins  for  us. 

This  radical  insight  that  Moses 
was  receiving  here  in  fact  fulfills 
two  goals.  Number  one,  it  helps 
the  leader  to  get  a  little  bit  of  rest. 
And  number  two,  it  helps  the  peo- 
ple because  it  gives  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  learn. 

One  scholar  has  written  that  if 
you  hear  a  sermon  and  don't  hear 
anything  else,  your  will  retain 
about  20  percent  of  what  you  hear 
and  you  will  keep  it  for  about  ten 

'Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from 
the  New  Revised  Standard  Version. 


days.  But  if  you  hear  something 
else  —  for  example,  if  you  hear  a 
sermon  in  the  morning  and  come 
back  and  hear  a  second  sermon  in 
the  evening  —  you're  going  to  for- 
get most  of  what  you  heard  in  the 
morning.  And  if  you  hear  yet  an- 
other sermon,  you'll  forget  the  first 
message  even  faster.  This  is  why  it 
is  so  necessary  that  we  integrate 
what  we  hear  into  our  lives  and 
into  our  practice. 

Handing  over  responsibility 

In  the  church  we  need  to  give 
people  a  chance  to  put  into  practice 
what  they  are  hearing.  That's  how 
they  learn.  So  we  need  to  hand 
over  responsibility  to  them. 

Some  of  the  responsibilities  that 
get  delegated  might  not  be  great 
things.  They  might  not  seem  that 
important  to  us.  But  they  can  be 
very  significant.  For  example,  in 
Exodus  17  we  read  about  respon- 
sibility being  taken  by  a  person 
that  most  of  us  have  never  even 
heard  of.  But  if  it  hadn't  been  for 
this  man,  Israel  would  have  been 
wiped  out  in  the  wilderness.This 
man's  name  was  Hur. 

We  read  in  Exodus  17  that  the 
Amalekites  came  and  fought  with 
Israel.  Joshua  chose  some  of  the 
Israelites  and  went  and  fought 
with  the  Amalekites,  while  Moses 
stood  at  the  top  of  the  hill  and  held 
up  his  hands  to  God.  Whenever 
Moses  held  up  his  hands,  Israel 
prevailed,  but  whenever  he 
lowered  his  hands,  the  Amalekites 
prevailed.  So  we  have  two  heroes 
here:  Joshua  —  indeed  a  mighty 
hero  —  fighting  the  battle  down 
below.  And  Moses  up  on  the  hill 
with  his  hands  held  up  bringing 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  Is- 
raelite army. 

But  these  weren't  the  only  heros, 
for  we  read  in  the  next  verse  that 
when  Moses'  hands  grew  weary, 
Aaron  and  Hur  took  a  stone  and 
put  it  under  him  and  then  they 
held  up  Moses'  hands.  You  may 
never  have  heard  of  Hur  before, 
but  if  he  hadn't  had  the  gift  of 


"Rather  than  sending  people  to  the  seminary  so  that  they  can  learn 
responsibility,  we  must  first  recognize  those  people  who  accept 
responsibility  and  who  have  the  necessary  gifts  and  leadership 
potential,  and  then  train  them." 


helps,  if  he  hadn't  been  there  hold- 
ing up  one  of  Moses'  hands,  the 
battle  would  have  been  lost. 

We  only  hear  about  Hur  once 
more,  and  that  is  in  Exodus  24:14. 
Moses  is  going  up  the  mountain  a 
second  time  to  receive  the  tablets 
of  stone.  So  he  instructs  the  elders 
of  Israel:  "Wait  here  for  us,  until 
we  come  to  you  again;  for  Aaron 
and  Hur  are  with  you;  whoever 
has  a  dispute  may  go  to  them." 

Hur's  first  responsibility  may 
not  have  seemed  very  important  — 
holding  up  the  hands  of  Moses. 
But  because  he  was  faithful  in  that 
responsibility,  he  was  given  a  more 
important  task. 

Find  responsible  people 

I  think  this  is  how  we  have  to 
find  our  pastors  and  leaders. 
Rather  than  sending  people  to  the 
seminary  so  that  they  can  learn 
responsibility,  we  must  first  recog- 
nize those  people  who  accept 
responsibility  and  who  have  the 
necessary  gifts  and  leadership 
potential,  and  then  train  them. 

We  at  the  seminary  don't  make 
your  leaders.  We  only  develop  the 
gifts  in  those  who  are  leaders.  The 
gifts  come  from  God.  You  as  pas- 
tors and  lay  people  need  to  have 
your  eyes  open  to  recognize  those 
who  have  received  these  gifts  and 
who  are  taking  responsibility. 
When  you  send  us  this  kind  of 
people,  then  we  at  the  seminary 
can  tone  and  develop  them.  But  we 
don't  make  them  leaders;  we  don't 
appoint  them  to  leadership. 

Chapter  3  of  the  Book  of 
Nehemiah  gives  a  list  of  the  people 
who  helped  Nehemiah  rebuild  the 
wall  around  the  city  of  Jerusalem. 
I'm  intrigued  by  this  list  because  I 
don't  recall  that  any  of  the  people 
named  in  it  were  stone  masons. 
None  of  them  had  the  job  of  wall- 
builder.  But  they  were  people  who 
were  given  a  responsibility  and 
who  acted  responsibly  in  order  to 
preserve  their  city. 

I  think  that  one  of  the  reasons 


people  got  excited  about  this  task 
is  found  in  verse  23.  There  it  says 
that  Benjamin  and  Hasshub  made 
repairs  in  front  of  their  house,  and 
next  to  them,  Azariah  made  re- 
pairs beside  his  house.  If  you  know 
that  the  enemy  is  going  to  attack 
and  that  you've  been  given  the  as- 
signment of  building  the  wall  in 
front  of  your  house,  you  have  some 
motivation.  And  you  might  also 
want  to  check  your  neighbors  to 
make  sure  that  they're  working  as 
well. 

This  was  the  job  of  the  people, 
something  they  felt  called  to  do.  It 
was  affecting  them  personally,  and 
they  got  excited  about  the  task.  It 
wasn't  just  Nehemiah  doing  it.  The 
wall  would  still  not  be  done  if  it 
were  just  Nehemiah  doing  it. 
Everybody  had  a  job  to  do. 

Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  said,  "A 
community  which  allows  un- 
employed members  to  exist  within 
it  will  perish  because  of  them. 
They  may  be  dead  though  the 
doors  are  still  open.  It  will  be  well, 
therefore,  if  every  member  receive 
a  definite  task  to  perform  from  the 
community,  so  that  in  hours  of 
doubt  he  or  she  may  not  think  that 
he  or  she  is  useless  or  unusable." 

People  want  to  be  part  of  an  or- 
ganization in  which  they  can  be 
used.  If  we  as  pastors  are  trying  to 
do  everything  ourselves,  we're 
saying  to  our  members,  "We  don't 
need  you.  We  don't  need  anybody 
else."  For  the  sake  of  ourselves  as 
pastors,  for  the  sake  of  our  con- 
gregations, and  for  the  sake  of  dis- 
cipleship,  we've  got  to  pass  on 
some  of  the  responsibility. 

Elijah  and  Elisha 

I'd  like  to  look  at  one  other  Old 
Testament  example,  and  this  one 
is  as  a  challenge  to  the  laity.  It  is 
the  relationship  between  Elijah 
and  Elisha.  This  is  another  disci- 
pling  relationship  in  which  Elijah 
was  the  senior  prophet  who  shared 
his  life  with  Elisha  and  brought 
him  to  maturity. 


In  chapter  19  of  I  Kings  we  read 
about  the  call  of  Elisha.  Elisha  is 
not  only  willing  to  leave  every- 
thing and  serve  God,  he  is  eager  to 
do  so.  And  so  he  becomes  a  disciple 
of  Elijah. 

Then  in  II  Kings  2,  Elijah  begins 
his  last  journey.  He  knows  that  he 
is  going  to  meet  God  and  that  he 
won't  be  returning,  so  he  tells 
Elisha  to  stay  behind.  But  Elisha 
responds,  "As  the  LORD  lives  and 
as  you  yourself  live,  I  will  not  leave 
you."  So  the  two  of  them  go  on 
together. 

As  they  approached  the  site 
where  Elijah  would  be  taken  up  to 
heaven,  Elijah  said  to  Elisha,  "Tell 
me  what  I  may  do  for  you,  before  I 
am  taken  from  you." 

Elisha  replied,  "Please  let  me  in- 
herit a  double  share  of  your  spirit." 

To  this  Elijah  responded,  "You 
have  asked  a  hard  thing;  yet  if  you 
see  me  as  I  am  taken  from  you,  it 
will  be  granted  you;  if  not,  it  will 
not." 

Elisha  was  saying,  "Let  me  be  as 
your  firstborn,  the  one  who  re- 
ceives a  double  portion  of  your  in- 
heritance. I  want  to  step  into  your 
shoes." 

Elijah  tells  him  that  this  is  going 
to  be  a  hard  thing  —  not  necessari- 
ly a  hard  thing  to  get,  but  once  he 
has  it,  a  difficult  responsiblity  to 
live  with. 

Nevertheless,  Elisha  is  right 
there  demanding  it.  "I'm  not  going 
to  leave  you.  I'm  not  going  to  let 
you  out  of  my  sight.  When  you  go 
to  heaven,  I'm  going  to  be  there.  I 
want  to  learn  from  you  how  to 
serve.  I  want  to  watch  you." 

A  crisis  in  "follower-ship" 

Ben  Patterson,  in  Leadership 
magazine,  said,  "Much  has  been 
written  about  the  crisis  of  leader- 
ship in  the  church.  Not  enough  has 
been  written  about  the  lack  of  'fol- 
lower-ship.'" 

We're  worried  about  our  leaders 
in  the  church,  while  we  ourselves 
are  sitting  back  and  not  following. 
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We  as  laity  have  to  realize  that  we 
must  follow.  This  will  challenge 
our  leaders  to  lead  even  better. 

We  have  a  crisis  in  both  places 
—  in  leadership  and  in  follower- 
ship.  As  laity,  we  need  to  want  to 
follow.  To  be  sure,  it  can  be  a  scary 
thing.  It  takes  a  bit  of  nerve  to  go 
up  to  the  pastor  or  some  other 
leader  and  say,  "May  I  learn  from 
you?  Will  you  disciple  me?  Will  you 
show  me  how  to  do  some  of  these 
things?  May  I  go  with  you?" 

We  might  fear  failure.  But  both 
as  leaders  and  followers,  that 
shouldn't  be  our  concern.  We've  got 
to  realize  that  we  all  start  out  as 
babes  in  Christ.  And  when  a  baby 
is  learning  to  walk,  we  hold  it  by 
the  hand  as  it  takes  a  few  tenta- 
tive steps.  Then  we  let  go,  and 
when  the  baby  falls  over,  we  don't 
take  a  stick  and  start  beating  it. 
That's  not  the  way  a  baby  learns. 
Rather,  we  pick  it  up  and  we  help 
it  to  try  again.  We  encourage  it. 

The  story  is  told  of  Paderewski, 
the  Polish  pianist,  who  was  play- 
ing a  concert  in  a  certain  town.  A 
mother  took  her  nine-year-old  son 
to  the  concert.  They  got  there  a  bit 
early,  so  the  mother  was  talking  to 
her  friend  sitting  next  to  her  and 
the  little  boy  wandered  away.  She 
didn't  even  notice  that  he  was  gone 
until  she  heard  the  sound  of 
"Chopsticks"  being  played  from  the 
stage.  She  looked  up  and  was  mor- 
tified to  see  her  nine-year-old  little 
boy  playing  "Chopsticks"  in  front 
of  the  whole  audience. 

The  pianist  happened  to  be  back- 
stage, but  instead  of  rushing  out 
and  whisking  the  little  boy  off  the 
stage,  he  went  up  and  stood  behind 
him  and  started  to  play  harmony 


with  the  little  boy  on  "Chopsticks." 
That's  what  we've  got  to  do  as 
pastors  and  teachers.  We've  got  to 
play  harmony  with  those  who  are 
learning  to  play  the  first  notes, 
those  who  are  taking  the  first 
steps.  We  need  to  be  ready  to  pass 
on  the  torch  by  helping  others. 

Two  concluding  challenges 

I  want  to  conclude  with  two  chal- 
lenges, one  for  pastors  and  one  for 
the  laity.  For  the  pastors,  I  want  to 
remind  us  that  as  Juan  Carlos 
Ortiz  says,  our  job  is  to  equip  the 
saints,  not  to  entertain  the  saints. 
He  also  says  that  we  need  to  form 
lives,  not  just  inform  lives. 

Ephesians  4:11  says,  "The  gifts 
he  gave  were  that  some  would  be 
apostles,  some  prophets,  some 
evangelists,  some  pastors  and 
teachers  .  .  .  ."  These  were  given 
not  just  so  that  we  could  all  have 
fun  being  prophets,  evangelists, 
and  teachers,  but  "to  equip  the 
saints  for  the  work  of  ministry 
.  .  .  ."  We're  to  teach  others  to  be 
prophets  and  evangelists  and 
teachers.  We're  to  equip  the  saints 
for  the  work  of  ministry,  for  build- 
ing up  the  body  of  Christ.  That's 
our  job  as  pastors. 

And  as  lay  people,  we've  got  to 
have  a  desire  for  and  to  strive  after 
being  taught,  so  that  we  might  be 
the  people  of  God.  Yes,  we  may 
fail,  but  God  our  discipler  is  going 
to  pick  us  up.  We  shouldn't  be  sat- 
isfied with  less  than  this  —  with 
seeking  to  be  equipped. 

I'd  like  to  close  with  a  quote  from 
A.  W.  Tozer,  from  one  of  his  pieces 
called  "Our  Unclaimed  Riches."  He 
says  that  there  are  three  classes  of 
blessings.  There's  one  class  that 


we  get  at  salvation.  When  we  be- 
come a  Christian,  we  receive  these 
things:  forgiveness  of  sins,  justi- 
fication, and  a  number  of  other 
things. 

The  second  class  of  blessings  is 
an  inheritance  which  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  but  which  is  not  yet 
ours. Included  in  this  inheritance 
are  a  new  body,  a  restored  divine 
image  within  us,  and  perfection. 
This  is  an  inheritance  that  is  still 
to  come. 

The  third  category  of  blessings  is 
available  now,  but  is  something  we 
must  strive  after  and  work  for  to 
possess.  These  blessings  are 
deliverance  from  the  sins  of  the 
flesh,  victory  over  self,  the  con- 
stant flow  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
one  which  is  particular  relevant  to 
what  I  have  been  saying  —  fruitful 
Christian  service. 

Concerning  these,  Tozer  gives  us 
four  propositions,  which  I  would 
like  to  leave  with  you. 

(1)  "You  will  get  nothing  unless 
you  go  after  it."  These  blessings 
are  available,  but  if  you  don't  go 
after  them,  you're  not  going  to  get 
them. 

(2)  "You  may  have  as  much  as 
you  insist  upon  having."  If  we 
want  discipleship,  if  we  want 
training,  we  must  ask  for  it,  and 
we  can  have  as  much  as  we  want. 

(3)  "You  will  have  as  little  as  you 
are  satisfied  with."  When  we  stop 
asking,  we'll  stop  getting. 

(4)  "You  now  have  as  much  as 
you  really  want." 

Let  us  examine  our  lives  and 
say,  "Lord,  increase  the  desire  in 
me,  first  of  all  to  pass  on  what  I 
know,  but  also,  to  learn  more  from 
those  who  can  teach  me.  [f  ] 
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Strategic  Planning  Retreats  Work 

One  year  after  the  denominational  planning  retreat  that  was  held  November 
27-29,  1989,  Pastor  Steve  Cole  tells  how  this  process  was  continued  in  the 
Newark  Brethren  Church. 


WHEN  I  first  received  the  in- 
vitation for  representatives  from 
our  church  to  attend  a  "Strategic 
Planning  Retreat"  (S.P.R.)  to  be 
held  November  27-29,  1989  by  The 
Brethren  Church,  I  thought  that 
this  sounded  more  like  a  time  to 
plan  a  "Star  Wars"  attack  than  to 
do  something  Christian. 

I  was  told  that  the  retreat  would 
be  free,  but  this  was  not  the  reason 
I  attended.  Rather,  I  decided  that 
if  some  people  had  so  much  convic- 
tion about  the  importance  of  this 
retreat  that  they  were  willing  to 
make  it  free  so  that  representa- 
tives from  every  church  —  includ- 
ing mine  —  could  attend,  then  I 
wanted  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  the  retreat 
would  be  an  extraordinary  event. 
Therefore,  in  recruiting  another 
person  from  the  Newark  congre- 
gation to  attend,  I  expressed  my 
opinion  that  in  the  future  this 
retreat  would  be  regarded  as  a  his- 
toric event  in  The  Brethren 
Church.  After  some  prayer,  Ellen 
Herron  consented  to  go. 

Our  church  needs  this 

When  the  retreat  began,  we  just 
sat  back,  wondering  what  would 
happen.  Forty-eight  hours  later, 
however,  Ellen  and  I  were  con- 
vinced that  God  wanted  our  church 
to  hold  an  S.P.R.  We  both  saw  pos- 
sibilities of  how  God  could  use  this 
process  to  accomplish  great  things 
in  our  congregation. 

As  we  returned  to  our  home 
church,  we  were  full  of  excitement 
on  the  one  hand,  while  on  the 
other  we  were  apprehensive  as  to 
how  this  idea  would  be  received. 

Rev.  Cole  is  pastor  of  the  Newark, 
Ohio,  Brethren  Church. 
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Our  church  had  tried  many  other 
programs  —  including  goal-setting 
—  and  nothing  had  seemed  to 
work.  We  were  elated  and  dis- 
couraged at  the  same  time. 

I  must  admit  that  convincing  the 
administrative  board  of  the  church 
was  not  an  easy  task.  We  put  our- 
selves on  the  line,  asking  that  the 
board  agree  to  hold  at  least  one 
session.  We  set  the  date  for  the 
third  weekend  in  January,  then 
began  to  pray  that  the  congrega- 
tion would  show  up  and  that  the 
snow  would  stay  away. 

Our  first  session 

We  invited  everyone  in  the  con- 
gregation, whether  member  or 
non-member,  to  attend.  As  a  small 
church,  we  wanted  12  to  commit 
themselves.  Nine  showed  up  for 
the  first  session,  which  was  held 
on  a  Friday  evening. 

We  began  as  we  did  at  the  de- 
nominational retreat,  with  prayer 
and  teaching.  Two  verses  became 
our    themes    for    the    retreat: 


Proverbs  15:22  (NIV)  —  "Plans  fail 
for  lack  of  counsel,  but  with  many 
advisors  they  succeed."  And 
Proverbs  16:3  (NIV)  —  "Commit  to 
the  LORD  whatever  you  do,  and 
your  plans  will  succeed." 

Strengths  and  weaknesses 

We  then  created  a  mission  state- 
ment to  help  us  discover  who  we 
are  and  why  we  are  a  church.  Fol- 
lowing this  we  shared  what  we 
considered  to  be  the  strengths  of 
our  church.  We  were  encouraged 
as  we  reflected  on  those  things  we 
were  doing  right,  especially  the 
fact  that  we  are  a  congregation  of 
friendly  people. 

Having  looked  at  our  strengths, 
each  person  was  then  asked  to 
write  down  on  a  card  what  he  or 
she  considered  to  be  the  weak- 
nesses of  our  church.  When  we  had 
completed  this  activity,  it  was  time 
to  go  home,  so  we  ended  the  ses- 
sion with  a  season  of  prayer,  ask- 
ing God  to  guide  us  as  to  which 
weaknesses  we  should  share  the 


Chicki  Roberts  (r.)  gives  a  report  during  the  February  meeting  of  the  Newark 
Church's  strategic  planning  retreat,  while  (I.  to  r.)  Elsie  Roberts,  Gladys  Hall,  and 
Pastor  Stephen  Cole  listen. 
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"I  have  been  saddened  to  hear  of  churches  where  pastors  and  church 
representatives  who  attended  the  denominational  planning  retreat  have 
yet  to  mention  this  God-sent  planning  process  in  their  own  congregations." 


next  day,  and  which  we  should  not. 
As  we  gathered  on  Saturday 
morning,  we  felt  the  weight  of  our 
perceived  weaknesses  upon  us. 
After  we  had  shared  these  weak- 
nesses, however,  it  was  a  joy  for 
me  to  tell  them  that  these  weak- 
nesses would  now  be  treated  as 
areas  of  potential  ministry.  We 
were  going  to  spend  the  rest  of  the 
session  seeking  God's  guidance  as 
we  brainstormed  ways  that  we 
could  overcome  these  weaknesses. 
We  reminded  ourselves  of  our 
theme  verses  for  the  retreat  and 
emphasized  that  we  must  main- 
tain a  positive  attitude  and  keep 
our  minds  on  Christ. 

A  new  spirit  of  discovery 

From  that  point  on  we  had  a  new 
spirit  of  discovery,  as  we  sought 
God's  guidance  for  our  congrega- 
tion by  creating  a  list  of  areas  in 
which  we  needed  to  minister. 
Together  we  created  a  list  of  27 
areas  of  need.  We  then  voted  on 
the  ten  areas  that  we  felt  were  the 
most  urgent.  At  that  point  we 
decided  that  building  up  our  Chris- 
tian education  ministry  was  our 
number-one  need. 

As  this  first  weekend  of  planning 
drew  to  a  close,  I  explained  that 
the  rest  of  the  church  would  be 
given  a  "needs  assessment  form"  to 
fill  out.  This  would  give  all  the 
people  in  the  congregation  an  op- 
portunity to  indicate  what  needs 
they  felt  should  be  given  highest 
priority. 

I  also  told  the  retreat  partici- 
pants at  this  time  that  they  were 
invited  to  come  back  in  a  month 
for  another  Friday  night/Saturday 
morning  session,  during  which 
they  would  work  on  specific  ways 
to  meet  our  congregation's -needs. 
Some  expressed  disappointment 
that  they  would  have  to  wait  a 
month  before  they  could  continue 
with  this  task.  I  encouraged  them 
to  continue  to  pray  and  to  ponder 
ways  that  our  needs  could  be  met. 

There  was  a  high  level  of  re- 
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sponse  by  the  people  of  our  church 
to  the  congregational  survey.  They 
indicated  that  they  thought  that 
top  priority  should  be  given  to 
helping  our  overloaded  leadership 
by  the  members  increasing  their 
own  contributions  of  time,  talents, 
and  tithes.  Needless  to  say,  the 
leadership  definitely  appreciated 
this  concern!  The  congregation 
placed  building  up  the  Christian 
education  ministry  of  the  church 
as  its  number-two  priority. 

Armed  with  the  results  of  this 
congregational  survey,  the  retreat 
participants  gathered  in  February 
to  begin  the  process  of  creating 
purpose  statements  for  each  of  the 
ministries  we  believed  the  church 
should  be  carrying  out.  We  kept 
asking  ourselves,  "Why  should  this 
particular  ministry  be  done?"  We 
also  continually  referred  back  to 
the  mission  statement  we  had  pre- 
pared the  first  weekend,  for  we 
wanted  each  ministry  of  the 
church  to  exist  because  it  was  a 
part  of  our  mission,  and  not  just 
because  we  thought  it  was  some- 
thing that  should  be  done. 

Setting  goals  for  our  ministries 

Then  came  the  task  of*  setting 
goals  for  each  area  of  ministry. 
These  goals  had  to  answer  the 
question,  "What  do  we  want  to 
happen  as  a  result  of  this  minis- 
try?" 

By  now  the  participants  were 
catching  the  excitement  and  were 
trying  to  share  strategies  —  to 
define  specifically  what  would  hap- 
pen in  each  of  these  ministries. 
While  it  was  a  great  temptation  to 
jump  ahead  to  strategies,  we  found 
that  holding  to  the  pattern  of  pre- 
paring purpose  statements  first 
and  setting  goals  second  before 
going  on  to  specific  strategies  was 
necessary.  This  held  us  to  our  mis- 
sion in  the  Newark  community. 

Finally,  after  a  time  of  prayer, 
we  voted  on  what  we  considered  to 
be  the  top  five  ministry  areas  on 
which  God  wanted  us  to  begin  con- 


centrating our  efforts  as  a  church. 

An  announcement  that  we  would 
come  back  again  in  March  to  work 
on  strategies  was  greeted  with 
groans.  So  much  excitement  had 
already  been  generated  for  the 
strategies  they  were  incubating 
that  they  didn't  want  to  wait 
another  month.  They  were  in- 
structed to  continue  in  prayer.  By 
now  12  were  involved  in  the  stra- 
tegic planning  process. 

The  Friday  night  and  Saturday 
morning  sessions  in  March  were 
truly  exciting.  The  brainstorming 
was  fast  and  furious  and  the  ideas 
shared  were  faith-building.  In  ad- 
dition, the  participants  took  own- 
ership of  those  strategies  that 
were  given  the  highest  priority. 

Our  highest  priority 

By  now,  as  a  result  of  the 
process  of  prayer,  discussion,  and 
voting,  our  highest  priority  had  be- 
come developing  more  meaningful 
worship  services.  Specific  strat- 
egies to  accomplish  this  included 
use  of  worship  leaders,  singing 
more  choruses,  putting  up  ban- 
ners, having  more  special  music, 
and  playing  taped  music  before 
and  after  the  service. 

The  second  highest  priority  had 
become  increasing  our  visibility  in 
the  community.  A  specific  strategy 
for  achieving  this  was  a  yard  sale 
at  the  church  to  be  called  Grand- 
ma's Attic,  Kitchen  and  Vittles.  We 
advertised  this  yard  sale  widely, 
and  many  items  were  donated.  On 
the  Friday  night  that  we  were  set- 
ting up  for  the  sale,  a  cloudburst 
occurred  that  caused  major  dam- 
age in  some  areas,  including  the 
floods  at  Shadyside,  Ohio.  The  rain 
continued  until  ten  o'clock  on  Sat- 
urday morning.  But  far  from  hurt- 
ing our  sale,  the  bad  weather  kept 
people  from  doing  other  things, 
and  we  had  a  huge  crowd! 

Now  that  our  strategic  planning 

sessions  have  ended,  we  have  not 

forgotten  everything  we  accom- 

(continued  on  page  13) 
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Chapter  One 


I  HAVE  ALWAYS  ENJOYED  a 
challenge.  Maybe  that  explains 
why  I  have  been  "crazy"  enough  to 
get  involved  in  such  things  as  doc- 
toral studies  and  church  planting. 
Those  pastors  and  churches  that 
have  ventured  into  building  pro- 
grams will  affirm  that  you  have  to 
be  somewhat  masochistic  to  enjoy 
such  projects. 

I  guess  I  really  do  need  to  have 
my  sanity  checked,  because  the 
Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  is 
now  in  its  second  building  program 
since  we  founded  the  congregation 
in  September  of  1980.  (If  you  don't 
believe  that  a  building  program 
can  challenge  your  sanity,  can 
anyone  explain  to  me  why  it  takes 
four  weeks  to  get  doors  shipped 
from  a  warehouse  in  Minnesota,  or 
why  a  totally  finished  building  has 
to  sit  unused  because  an  inspector 
takes  a  two-week  vacation  and  has 
no  one  who  can  fill  in  for  him  in 
his  absence?  And  that's  just  for 
starters!) 

The  Lord's  call  and  direction 

As  I  consider  the  challenges  that 
I  have  assumed  in  my  life,  I  must 
confess  that  I  have  willingly  com- 
mitted myself  to  nearly  every  one 
of  them  because  I  have  felt  the 
Lord's  calling  and  direction  to  do 
so.  Each  of  these  challenges  has 
cost  a  great  deal,  whether  in  time, 
emotional  energy,  or  family  com- 
mitments. Yet,  in  each  case  I  have 
been  more  than  willing  to  assume 
the  cost  because  I  have  been  con- 
vinced that  God  is  in  it  and  be- 
cause it  will  enhance  the  work  and 
ministry  of  God's  church. 

Dr.  Stoffer  is  pastor  of  the  Smoky 
Row  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  he  has  served  since  the 
church  was  founded  in  1980. 

12 


By  Dale  Stoffer 

The  Brethren  Construction  Fel- 
lowship falls  within  this  same 
category. 

A  great  need  and  opportunity 

It  is  because  I  am  convinced  of 
the  need  for  this  program  in  The 
Brethren  Church  that  I  was 
"crazy"  enough  to  work  with  the 
initial  effort  to  see  this  program  off 
the  ground.  I  must  also  admit  that 
I  had  an  ulterior  motive  for  want- 
ing to  see  the  program  begin,  be- 
cause the  first  project  was  the 
Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church.  But 
even  this  motive  was  secondary  to 
what  I  see  as  a  great  need  and  a 
great  opportunity  in  The  Brethren 
Church. 

As  pastor  of  what  was  formerly  a 
Home  Mission  congregation,  I 
know  first  hand  how  great  a  bur- 
den construction  costs  are  for  a 
new  congregation.  I  have  also  been 
concerned  that  some  of  our  home 
mission  works  did  not  build  first 
units  large  enough  to  meet  their 
short-term  needs,  not  to  mention 
their  long-term  ones. 

One  means  of  meeting  the  finan- 
cial need  is  by  outright  gifts 
through  the  Growth  Partners 
Club.  But  the  amount  of  money 
that  is  received  for  each  Growth 
Partners  Club  call  is  usually  less 
than  $15,000,  which  is  less  than 
ten  percent  of  what  is  needed  to 
build  an  adequate  first  unit. 

An  additional  means  to  lower  the 
cost  of  construction  is  through  the 
use  of  volunteer  labor.  This  ap- 
proach to  the  problem  can  poten- 
tially save  one-fourth  to  one-third 
of  the  total  cost  of  building,  de- 
pending on  how  extensive  the  use 
of  volunteer  labor  is. 

Though  the  use  of  work  teams  at 
the  Smoky  Row  Church  was  limit- 
ed to  carpentry  work,   approxi- 


mately $20,000  was  saved.  In  addi- 
tion, because  we  served  as  our  own 
general  contractor,  we  saved  an 
additional  $10,000  to  $15,000.  Add 
on  what  was  saved  in  interest  pay- 
ments, and  you  can  see  that  total 
savings  for  our  church  will  amount 
to  $50,000  to  $60,000  over  the  next 
20  years. 

Other  benefits 

Financial  considerations  are  not 
the  only  reason  why  I  am  so  com- 
mitted to  the  work  of  the  Brethren 
Construction  Fellowship.  We  had 
more  than  50  workers  from  18 
Brethren  churches  join  us  for  the 
four  weeks  in  June  and  July  when 
we  used  the  teams.  The  fellowship 
shared  by  the  Brethren  gave  addi- 
tional meaning  to  our  denomina- 
tional name.  Brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  Lord  who  never  knew  each 
other  previously  were  united  in 
friendship  and  fellowship  in  a  way 
that  is  not  possible  on  a  Sunday 
morning. 

In  addition,  bonds  develop  be- 
tween the  workers  and  the  host 
church  which  are  invaluable. 
These  workers  knew  that  their  ef- 
forts were  making  a  difference  in 
the  life  of  a  needy  congregation. 
Throughout  their  lives,  they  will 
have  a  special  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Smoky  Row  Church. 

On  the  other  side,  our  people  are 
likewise  tied  more  closely  to  the 
Brethren  denomination  because  of 
the  willingness  of  other  Brethren 
to  donate  their  time,  resources, 
and  talents.  We  will  not  forget  this 
sacrificial  love,  and  we  in  turn  will 
be  more  willing  to  give  to  other 
Brethren. 

Probably  the  greatest  need  that 
must  be  met  in  order  for  this  pro- 
gram to  move  forward  successfully 
is  the  need  for  capable  administra- 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Left  top:  Week  one  —  setting  up  the  first  section 
of  studding.  Left  bottom:  Week  two  —  studding  for 
all  walls  is  up  and  sheeting  is  being  put  on.  Above: 
Week  four  —  trusses  are  in  place.  Over  the  four 
weeks,  53  men  and  women  from  18  other  Brethren 
congregations  and  ten  from  the  Smoky  Row 
Brethren  Church  worked  together  on  the  building. 


tion  and  coordination.  I  truly 
believe  that  The  Brethren  Church 
has  sufficient  numbers  of  people 
willing  to  donate  their  skills  to 
make  this  program  work.  But  the 
enlistment  of  these  workers,  the 
coordination  of  the  construction 
schedule,  and  the  logistics  of  hous- 
ing and  feeding  the  workers  are 
major  tasks. 

The  host  church  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  coordinating  housing 
and  meals,  but  ideally  the  brunt  of 
the  other  responsibilities  should  be 
performed  by  a  denominational 
coordinator.  I  also  believe  there  is 
wisdom  in  hiring  a  construction 
manager  who  is  familiar  with  local 
codes  and  with  local  suppliers  and 
contractors.  But  these  are  details 
that  need  to  be  worked  out  by  the 
denominational  groups  responsible 
for  this  program. 

A  call  to  the  Brethren 

I  would  personally  issue  the  fol- 
lowing call  to  the  Brethren.  Let  us 
all  support  the  Brethren  Construc- 
tion Fellowship  in  whatever  way 
appropriate.  If  you  have  construc- 
tion experience  or  skills,  be  willing 
to  donate  those  abilities  by  filling 
out  a  Brethren  Construction  Fel- 


lowship form  available  from  the 
Missionary  Board  (or  simply  notify 
the  Missionary  Board). 

I  would  encourage  the  Brethren 
Men  of  Mission  to  continue  their 
commitment  to  this  program.  This 
can  be  a  mission  that  would  help 
you  fulfill  your  new  name. 

I  would  call  upon  us  all  to  be  in 
prayer  for  the  program,  that  it 
might  indeed  move  forward.  Espe- 


cially crucial  are  one  or  more 
leaders  with  a  vision  for  this  min- 
istry who  have  the  necessary  ad- 
ministrative and  coordinating 
skills  to  oversee  it.  May  the 
Brethren  Construction  Fellowship 
not  be  a  one-chapter  book.  Rather, 
may  the  story  of  this  group  be 
filled  with  accounts  of  its  faithful 
work  on  behalf  of  the  Lord  and  The 
Brethren  Church.  [f] 


Planning  Retreats  Work 

(continued  from  page  1 1) 
plished.  We  look  at  our  goals  and 
strategies  at  almost  every  administra- 
tive board  meeting.  Another  strategy 
we  have  carried  out  in  order  to  in- 
crease our  visibility  has  been  the  pur- 
chase of  two  church  signs,  which  we 
have  posted  on  Main  Street  to  give 
directions  to  our  church.  Posting  these 
signs  was  not  an  easy  task,  due  to  the 
restrictive  sign  codes  in  Newark. 

In  August  we  held  an  ice  cream  so- 
cial on  the  church  lawn,  again  with 
the  specific  purpose  of  increasing  our 
visibility  in  the  community.  We  even 
drew  three  political  candidates  who 
had  not  known  that  our  church  existed 
until  they  saw  our  advertisements  for 


the  ice  cream  social. 

As  I  conclude,  my  encouragement 
to  you  is  this:  If  the  S.P.R.  process  can 
work  in  Newark,  it  can  work  in  your 
church.  I  have  been  saddened  to  hear 
of  churches  where  pastors  and  church 
representatives  who  attended  the  de- 
nominational planning  retreat  have  yet 
to  mention  this  God-sent  planning 
process  in  their  own  congregations. 
O  ye  of  little  faith! 

The  bottom  line  for  our  church  is 
this:  Because  of  our  strategic  planning 
retreat,  we  have  a  unity  of  mission 
and  a  vast  store  of  strategies  just  wait- 
ing to  be  used.  We  also  have  three 
families  attending  our  church  regular- 
ly whose  coming  can  be  directly  at- 
tributed to  the  strategic  planning 
process.  [f] 
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Brethren  Church 

Ministry  Commissions 

Formulate  Plans  for  1991 


THE  EIGHT  Brethren  Church 
Ministry  Commissions  met 
Saturday,  October  6,  for  a  day- 
long goal-setting  and  planning 
session.  Commission  members 
reviewed  the  work  of  the  prior 
year's  commissions.  In  some 
cases,  they  made  plans  to  imple- 
ment proposals  made  last  year. 
In  other  cases,  they  formulated 
new  plans  and  programs  for  the 
new  year. 

Following  are  significant  decisions 
made  by  each  commission: 

Ministry  of  Discipleship 

Leadership  Development.  This 
commission  affirmed  two  of  1990 
General  Conference  Moderator  Mary 
Ellen  Drushal's  proposals:  to  form  a 
youth  leadership  network,  and  to 
develop  a  plan  for  dealing  with  local 
church  conflicts.  These  proposals  were 
assigned  to  appropriate  task  forces. 
The  commission  also  formed  a  Short- 
Term  Ministries  Task  Force  to  consid- 
er ways  to  help  Brethren  people  be- 
come involved  in  week-long  ministries 
of  serving  others.  Commission  mem- 
bers are  J.  William  Shultz,  chair;  Rev. 
Roger  Stogsdill,  Tim  Eagle,  Carolyn 
Cooksey,  and  Jenny  Williams. 

Christian  Education.  This  commis- 
sion likewise  affirmed  Moderator 
Drushal's  proposal  for  forming  a  youth 
leadership  network.  They  finalized 
plans  for  production  of  age-graded 
teacher  training  kits.  They  also  formed 
a  Senior  Adult  Ministry  Task  Force. 
Members  of  this  commission  are  Ken 
Van  Duyne,  chair;  Jan  Eagle,  Cindy 
Koontz,  Glenn  Black,  and  Linda  Barr. 

Stewardship.  Members  evaluated 
the  analysis  of  their  spring  survey  on 
financial  stewardship.  They  approved 
a  summary  article  for  the  Evangelist 
(see  November  1990  issue,  page  12) 


and  made  plans  for  producing  some 
stewardship  sermon  outlines  for  pas- 
tors. A  stewardship  inventory  issued  at 
General  Conference  is  being  revised. 
And  they  considered  curriculum  op- 
tions for  presenting  the  subject  of 
spiritual  gifts.  Serving  on  this  commis- 
sion are  Dr.  Dan  Lawson,  chair;  Steve 
Williams,  Tom  Stoffer,  Sandra  Ash- 
ton,  and  Rev.  Larry  Baker. 

Worship.  The  commission  reviewed 
the  1990  General  Conference  evalua- 
tions and  made  initial  plans  for  wor- 
ship services  for  1991.  They  also 
intend  to  offer  a  workshop  at  General 
Conference  for  pastors,  accompanists, 
and  other  worship  leaders.  They  also 
commissioned  several  articles  for  the 
Evangelist  on  worship.  Commission 
members  are  Dee  Keplinger,  chair; 
Rev.  Fred  Miller,  Lynne  Brady,  Rev. 
Fred  Brandon,  and  Rev.  Keith  Stuart. 

Ministry  of  Outreach 

Evangelism  and  Church  Growth. 

Members  agreed  to  prepare  a  monthly 
"how-to"  article  for  the  Evangelist 
on  specific  programs/ministries  that 
are  reaching  people  in  their  churches. 
Additional  articles  will  be  welcome. 
They  intend  to  solicit  from  pastors 
specific  outreach  needs  and  the  names 
of  individuals  who  might  assist  in 
meeting  those  needs.  They  plan  to  con- 
duct an  evangelism  and  church  growth 
seminar  in  each  district  before  the  end 
of  1992.  And  they  continue  to  pursue 
a  plan  to  work  with  several  churches 
that  will  model  evangelism  and  church 
growth  for  other  congregations.  Mem- 
bers of  this  commission  are  Rev. 
David  Oligee,  chair;  Rev.  Paul  Tinkel, 
Phil  Stump,  Rev.  Pat  Velanzon,  and 
Steve  Huber. 

Church  Relations.  This  commis- 
sion is  developing  a  series  of  re- 
producible articles  and  pamphlets  on 


Brethren  distinctives.  They  intend  to 
continue  to  encourage  fellowship 
among  Brethren  churches  through 
their  triads.  They  considered  develop- 
ing a  Brethren  "bed  and  breakfast" 
guide  of  people  who  would  be  willing 
to  house  traveling  Brethren  overnight. 
And  they  will  again  sponsor  an  inter- 
church  meal  at  General  Conference 
with  representatives  of  other  like- 
minded  churches  as  their  guests.  Com- 
mission members  are  are  Rev.  Ralph 
Gibson,  chair;  Lois  Oligee,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Brady,  Rev.  Mark  Britton,  and 
Linda  Beekley. 

Social  Responsibilities.  They 
formed  a  task  force  to  research  past 
statements  on  social  issues  adopted  by 
General  Conference.  Another  task 
force  is  continuing  to  prepare  a  social 
responsibilities  resource  list.  They 
hope  to  prepare  regular  updates  on  so- 
cial issues,  with  longer  Evangelist 
articles  on  becoming  involved  in  so- 
cial issues.  They  are  also  considering 
study  papers  on  social  issues.  Mem- 
bers of  this  commission  are  Rev. 
Emery  Hurd,  chair;  Sharon  Walk, 
Joyce  McBride,  Dr.  Harold  Barnett, 
and  Joanne  Cole. 

World  Relief.  This  commission  is 
planning  a  General  Conference  Soup 
Luncheon,  with  Dr.  Paul  Toms  of 
World  Relief  Corporation  as  the 
speaker.  They  are  also  co-sponsoring  a 
Cooperative  Disaster  Child  Care  train- 
ing workshop  in  Ashland  February  15- 
16,  1991  (see  November  Evangelist 
article,  page  11).  In  addition,  they 
named  commission  member  Ken  In- 
gold  the  new  disaster  response  co- 
ordinator and  hope  to  encourage  more 
response  by  Brethren  people.  Com- 
mission members  are  Rev.  David  Ben- 
shoff,  chair;  Jean  Shank,  George 
Snyder,  Rev.  Harold  Walton,  and  Ken 
Ingold.  [fl 
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New  Goals  for  1991 


JANUARY  1  is  the  customary 
day  for  making  New  Year's 
resolutions.  Unfortunately,  by 
January  2  (or  certainly  by  the 
31st),  many  of  those  resolutions 
have  been  forgotten  or  discarded 
as  hopelessly  idealistic. 

While  goal-setting  and  planning  are 
important  in  our  individual  lives,  they 
are  vital  for  the  local  church.  Perhaps 
you  are  familiar  with  some  of  the  tried 
but  true  sayings  about  planning: 

If  you  fail  to  plan,  you  plan  to  fail. 

If  you  don 't  plan  to  accomplish  any- 
thing, you  '11  be  successful  every  time. 

Or  what  about: 

/  shot  an  arrow  into  the  air, 

It  fell  to  earth,  I  know  not  where. 

(I  lose  a  lot  of  arrows  that  way!) 


To  encourage  local  church  planning, 
General  Conference  has  annually 
prepared  a  list  of  proposed  goals.  Un- 
fortunately, these  have  often  been  so 
detailed  and  demanding  that  many 
churches  have  simply  ignored  them. 

In  proposing  goals  for  1991,  the 
General  Conference  Executive  Coun- 
cil (GCEC)  has  streamlined  and 
focused  the  recommendations.  These 
goals  reflect  the  mission  statement  of 
The  Brethren  Church  and  priorities 
coming  from  the  1989  Denominational 
Planning  Retreat. 

Point  totals  have  been  dropped  from 
the  new  goals.  GCEC  believes  that 
achieving  goals  is  not  a  contest.  Dates 
have  been  listed,  not  as  a  legalistic 
statement,  but  to  fulfill  the  definition 


of  a  goal  as  being  measurable  and 
achievable  by  a  specific  time. 

These  goals  are  presented  as  recom- 
mended guidelines  for  local  churches 
in  fulfilling  denominational  priorities. 
Certainly  there  are  many  other 
worthwhile  endeavors  your  church 
may  and  should  pursue.  Your  church 
is  encouraged  to  establish  local  goals 
to  accomplish  those  pursuits. 

During  the  coming  year,  we  will 
highlight  one  of  these  goals  each 
month,  summarizing  the  purpose  be- 
hind each  goal  and  offering  some  sug- 
gestions in  how  you  might  meet  it. 

We  encourage  your  church  board 
and  appropriate  committees/ministries 
to  consider  ways  to  implement  these 
goals  during  the  coming  year.  [f] 


Proposed  Local  Church  Goals  for  1991 

1.  Planning  —  by  March  1,  1991,  implement  the 
strategic  planning  process  presented  at  the  November 
1989  Denominational  Planning  Retreat  (or  a  similar  plan- 
ning procedure);  OR  if  this  process  was  utilized  in  1990, 
by  March  1  have  the  church  administrative  board  review 
the  mission  statement,  re-examine  goals  and  objectives, 
and  evaluate  progress  on  strategy  for  implementing  each 
objective. 

2.  Spiritual  Formation  —  by  October  1, 1991,  provide 
a  new,  structured  opportunity  for  members  of  your  con- 
gregation to  be  involved  in  purposeful  Bible  study  and 
concentrated  prayer,  with  the  goal  of  increasing  overall 
attendance  at  corporate  Bible  study/prayer  meetings  by 
25%. 

3.  Outreach  —  by  October  1,  1991,  devise  and  imple- 
ment a  strategy  to  share  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  your  community  —  a  plan  that  is  comfortable  for  your 
congregation  and  appropriate  for  your  community, 

4.  Assimilation  of  New  Members  —  conduct  a  class 
for  new  and/or  prospective  members. 

5.  Christian  Education  —  use  one  of  the  Brethren 
Church-produced  courses  in  50%  of  adult  Sunday  school 
classes  (post-high  and  older)  during  1991. 

6.  Pastoral  Ministry  —  by  June  1,  1991,  implement  a 
plan  as  recommended  by  the  Director  of  Pastoral  Minis- 
tries for  mutual  pastoral  and  congregational  evaluation 
that  focuses  on  supporting  strengths  and  encouraging 
progress  and  improvement  in  areas  of  perceived  weak- 
ness. 

7.  Social  Responsibilities  —  by  December  1,  1991, 
identify  one  unmet  human  need  in  your  community  and 


develop  a  plan  to  meet  that  need  as  a  congregation  or  in 
cooperation  with  other  churches. 

8.  Communication  —  no  later  than  February  1,  1991, 
provide  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  present  and 
prospective  members  and  participating  friends  of  your 
congregation  to  the  National  Office  to  receive  periodic 
mailings. 

9.  Fair  Share  Support  —  budget  full  fair  share  sup- 
port for  each  ministry,  sending  support  checks  throughout 
the  year,  with  final  contributions  for  the  year  sent  no  later 
than  December  26,  1991  (all  figures  are  per  Church 
Growth  Index  point): 

Brethren  Church  Ministries  (including  designated 
and  undesignated  support  for  the  National 

Office  and  Summer  Crusaders)     $29.00 

World  Relief    .  .  ,  .  .  .  . 6.00 

Missionary  Board     .  .  .....  .',  ,  ...  .  .  57.00 

Ashland  University 10.00 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary     1 2.00 

Ministerial  Student  Aid      .  ■ .. 3.00 

Christian  Campus  Ministry Offering 

10.  Denominational  Emphases  -  participate  in  all  on- 
going denominational  emphases,  including  the  following: 

Ministry  Recruitment  Sunday  (Sunday,  June  2) 

Registration  of  youth  group  with  National  BYIC  be- 
tween September  1  and  December  31 

Full  quota  of  delegates  to  district  and  General  Con- 
ference 

At  least  one  fellowship  event  with  one  or  more  Brethren 
churches 

An  annual  missionary  conference 

A  report  on  at  least  one  church  event  or  an  article 
about  an  individual  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist 


December  1990 
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Brethren  Church  Ministries 

First  Video 
Curriculum  Course 
Released 


THEOLOGY"  sounds  like  some- 
thing to  be  found  in  musty  old 
books  or  in  ivy-covered  halls  of  learn- 
ing. But  every  believer  is  a  theologian, 
for  theology  applies  to  daily  living. 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora  will  help  the  lay 
learner  grasp  the  great  concepts  of 
theology  in  an  understandable  way  in 
a  new  video  curriculum  scheduled  for 
release  in  January.  The  course  is  en- 
titled Theology  for  Life. 

The  video  curriculum  is  a  joint 
project  of  The  Brethren  Church  and 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  Six 
courses  are  projected  for  the  first 
series.  Each  will  be  suitable  for  in- 
dividual study,  adult  Sunday  school 
classes,  Bible  studies  at  church  or  in 
homes,  and  share  groups.  The  course 
may  be  used  multiple  times  by  one 
church,  making  the  curriculum  espe- 
cially affordable. 

The  purpose  of  this  joint  project  is  to 
provide  the  highest  quality  curriculum 
produced  by  Brethren  people  for 
Brethren  people. 

Topics  in  the  first  course  include: 
scripture,  the  person  and  work  of 
Christ,  the  experience  and  process  of 
salvation,  what  it  means  to  be  a  dis- 
ciple, the  ordinances,  and  last  things. 

Dr.  Flora  is  featured  in  the  20- 
minute  video  presentation  that  will  ac- 
company each  of  the  13  lessons.  He  is 
Professor  of  New  Testament  Theology 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  He 
previously  served  as  pastor  of  the  New 
Paris,  Ind.,  and  Washington,  D.C., 
Brethren  Churches.  Dr.  Flora  also  co- 
chaired  the  Statement  of  Faith  Task 
Force  that  prepared  the  1983  Centen- 
nial Statement,  and  he  led  the  Com- 
munion service  at  the  1990  General 
Conference. 

The  course  was  edited  by  Dr.  Mary 
Ellen  Drushal,  Associate  Dean  of  Con- 
tinuing  Education  and  Associate 
Professor  of  Christian  Education  and 


Church  Ad- 
ministration at 
the  seminary. 
She  was  mod- 
erator of  the 
1990  General  Conference  and  former- 
ly served  as  director  of  Christian  ed- 
ucation for  two  congregations  in  Ten- 
nessee. Dr.  Drushal  also  represents  the 
Christian  Education  Commission  of 
The  Brethren  Church  for  the  project. 

Both  Dr.  Drushal  and  Dr.  Flora  were 
on  the  team  that  developed  CALM  I 
(Church  Administration  for  Leadership 
and  Management),  a  leadership  de- 
velopment program. 

Contributing  writers  to  the  course 
include  Grace  Holland,  one  of  the 
world's  foremost  authorities  on 
theological  education  by  extension; 


Projected  Future  Courses 
in  the  Video  Curriculum  Series 

Know  the  Word's  Worth  featur- 
ing Dr.  Ben  Witherington  —  survey 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
(available  for  use  in  fall  1991). 

Survey  of  Church  History 
featuring  Dr.  Luke  L  Keefer,  Jr.  — 
church  history  from  the  time  of  the 
early  church  to  the  present  (avail- 
able in  1992). 

Culture  and  Ethics  of  Bible 
Times  featuring  Dr.  O.  Kenneth 
Walther  —  a  look  at  biblical  back- 
grounds, including  the  extensive 
archaeological  collection  of  the 
seminary  (available  1992). 

Christian  Ministries  in  the 
Local  Church  featuring  Dr.  Mary 
Ellen  Drushal  —  to  help  learners 
find  their  place  of  service  to  Christ 
and  His  church  (available  in  1993). 

Tools  for  Biblical  Studies 
featuring  Dr.  David  W.  Baker- 
emphasis  on  effectively  using  a 
concordance,  atlas,  commentaries, 
and  Greek  and  Hebrew  lexicons, 
plus  study  tips  (available  in  1993). 


and  Brenda  Colijn,  a  member  of  the 
Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  with 
background  in  curriculum  develop- 
ment. 

Theology  for  Today  includes  the  fol- 
lowing contents: 

•  1 3  video-taped  segments  featuring 
Dr.  Flora; 

•  an  outline  and  additional  informa- 
tion on  the  video  content; 

•  suggested  lesson  plan  for  classroom 
use; 

•  one  copy  of  the  student  textbook, 
Know  the  Truth,  by  Bruce  Milne; 

•  reproducible  student  study  sheets; 

•  one  complimentary  enrollment  for 
the  ATS  Certificate  in  Christian 
Ministries  program. 
Enrollment  in  the  certificate  pro- 
gram is  not  a  requirement  for  using 
these  courses.  Teacher  and  class  mem- 
bers will  benefit  from  these  high 
quality  educational  materials  whether 
enrolled  or  not. 

Cost  of  one  complete  reusable  video 
course  package  (including  one  com- 
plimentary enrollment  in  the  certifi- 
cate program)  is  $100  per  course. 
Additional  certificate  program  enroll- 
ments (if  desired  for  class  members) 
are  $25  per  person.  Student  books  are 
available  from  The  Brethren  Church, 
Inc.,  for  10  percent  off  the  suggested 
retail  price. 

Orders  for  the  new  course  may  be 
sent  to  The  Brethren  Church,  Inc., 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH 
44805.  For  phone  order,  call  419-289- 
1708.  Orders  by  churches  may  be 
charged  to  their  account.  Individuals 
should  send  payment  in  full  with  their 
order.  Ohio  residents  must  include  6 
percent  sales  tax.  [f] 
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New  Organizational  Plan  Implemented 
for  National  Brethren  Youth 


BRETHREN  YOUTH  have 
adopted  an  organizational 
change  that  is  giving  new  focus 
and  vision  to  youth  ministry  in 
The  Brethren  Church. 

Deb  Ritchey,  a  national  office  ad- 
ministrative assistant  with  respon- 
sibilities for  leadership  development, 
Christian  education,  and  youth  minis- 
tries, proposed  the  organizational 
change.  Deb  attended  a  Youth  Minis- 
try University  in  Chicago  last  January. 
One  of  her  courses  during  the  week- 
long  meeting  focused  on  involving 
youth  in  developing  and  leading  youth 
ministry. 

Deb  prepared  a  proposal  for  re- 
organizing the  national  youth  or- 
ganization. The  proposal  was  approved 
by  the  Christian  Education  Commis- 
sion and  its  Youth  Ministry  Task 
Force.  The  National  BYC  Council 
considered  and  approved  the  plan. 
Descriptive  materials  were  included  in 
the  Morning  Star,  the  national 
Brethren  youth  magazine,  and  a  spe- 
cial informational  mailing  was  sent  to 
all  local  church  youth  advisors.  Final- 


Members  of  the  BYIC  Steering  Committe  (I.  to.r.):  Eric  Bargerhuff,  Karen 
Robins,  Tim  DeLaughter,  Paul  Sluss,  John  Howenstine,  and  Kim  Wagoner. 


ly,  the  1990  National  BYC  Convention 
gave  its  approval. 

The  proposal  set  aside  the  National 
BYC  Constitution  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  In  its  place,  a  four-tiered,  youth- 
based  ministry  concept  was  imple- 
mented with  the  following  com- 
ponents: 

Youth  Ministry  Task  Force  — 
This  task  force  under  the  Christian 
Education  Commission  is  composed  of 


three  adults:  Deb  Ritchey,  national  of- 
fice staff  representative;  Linda  Barr,  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Education 
Commission,  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  and  a  youth  advisor  from 
Sarver,  Pa.;  and  Carol  Smith,  an  In- 
diana District  Ministry  of  Christian 
Education  member  and  a  youth  ad- 
visor at  New  Paris,  Ind.  The  task  force 
is  the  adult       (continued  on  next  page) 


Brethren  Youth  Have  New  Name 

When  the  new  youth  Steering  Committee  first  met  Sep- 
tember 7-9,  members  decided  to  re-evaluate  all  aspects 
of  National  Brethren  Youth. 

Their  first  goal  was  to  develop  a  purpose  statement  to 
guide  them:  The  purpose  of  Brethren  Youth  shall  be:  To 
provide  opportunities  of  service  for  Jesus  Christ  and  The 
Brethren  Church;  to  develop  outreach  and  discipleship; 
and  to  mold  Christians  who  will  live  in  accordance  with 
God's  Great  Commission  (Matthew  28:16-20). 

In  light  of  that  purpose  and  to  help  Brethren  youth 
develop  a  greater  sense  of  ownership  for  their  organiza- 
tion, two  changes  were  inititated, 

The  first  was  to  change  the  name  of  the  organization. 
The  old  name  —  Brethren  Youth  Crusaders  (BYC)  —  has 
been  sometimes  confused  with  Summer  Crusaders  and 
did  not  particularly  communicate  with  today's  young 
people.  The  new  name  chosen  is  Brethren  Youth  in 


Christ,  a  statement  of  who  they  are  and  whose  they  are 
in  their  relationship  in  Christ. 

The  second  change  involved  some  slight  rewording  of 
the  Brethren  Youth  Covenant.  The  committee  felt  that 
some  phrases  were  not  as  clear  as  they  could  be  for 
today's  youth.  Also,  by  updating  the  wording  of  the 
covenant,  the  committee  hopes  youth  will  cause  mem- 
bers to  concentrate  on  the  meaning  behind  the  words  as 
they  recite  them  at  their  meetings.  The  revised  covenant 
is  as  follows  (changes  highlighted  in  bold): 

Believing  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  and  Savior 
of  the  world,  I  will  earnestly  strive  for  a  more  personal 
relationship  with  Him. 

I  promise  to  study  diligently  God's  word  so  I  will  live 
for  Christ 

I  accept  Brethren  Youth  as  a  way  through  which  I  can 
grow  spiritually  and  serve  faithfully  my  Lord  and  The 
Brethren  Church. 

I  enter  into  this  covenant,  and  commit  myself  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit.    Amen. 


December  1990 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Williamstown  Brethren  Celebrate 
Mortgage  Burning,  Homecoming 


and  siding  for  the  church  building. 
The  loan  was  due  to  mature  on 
December  22, 1991,  but  because  of  the 


Williamstown,  Ohio  —  The  Breth- 
ren of  Williamstown,  Ohio,  held  a 
combined  mortgage  burning  and 
homecoming  celebration  on  Sunday, 
November  11. 

Events  of  the  day  included  morning 
worship,  with  nearly  60  in  attend- 
ance; a  noon  feast  "fit  for  a  King's 
court";  and  the  mortgage  burning 
during  the  afternoon  service.  Pastor 
Mark  Ray,  a  student  at  Ashland  Uni- 
versity, was  in  charge  of  the  special 
events.  Assisting  him  with 
the  services  were  fellow 
AU  students  Tony  Price, 
who  directed  junior 
church,  and  Sherry  Bowl- 
ing and  Geneva  Oburn, 


who  presented 
special  music. 

The  mort- 
gage burning 
was  for  a  five- 
year,  $15,500 
loan  taken  out 
by  the  congre- 
gation in  De- 
cember 1986  to 
pay  the  cost  of 
new  windows 


The  Williamstown  Brethren  work  hard  at  keeping  their  building  in  good  condition. 


Taking  part  in  the  mortgage  burning  are  (I.  to  r.)  Williamstown 

moderator  Willis  Humphrey,   treasurer  Nancy  Launder,  Earl 

■j     Launder,  and  Pastor  Mark  Ray.  Photo  by  Tony  Price. 

dedication  and  faithful  giving  of  the 
congregation,  the  church  was  able  to 
pay  off  the  debt  more  than  a  year 
before  that  date. 

Participants  in  the  mortgage  burn- 
ing cememony  were  Williamstown 
moderator  Willis  Humphrey;  treas- 
urer Nancy  Launder;  guarantors  Earl 
Launder,  Richard  Worst,  and  Martha 
Amstutz;  and  Pastor  Ray.  During  the 
ceremony  Pastor  Ray  commented: 
"The  physical  improvements  on  our 
facility  (continued  on  next  page) 


National  Brethren  Youth 

(continued  from  page  1 7) 
supervisory  group  for  our  national  youth  ministry. 

Steering  Committee  —  This  committee  is  the  heart 
of  the  youth-based  approach  to  ministry.  Deb  Ritchey 
represents  the  Youth  Ministry  Task  Force  and  chairs  this 
committee  of  six  youth  elected  by  their  peers  at  the  1990 
National  BYC  Convention.  Committee  members  are 
Paul  Sluss,  Roanoke,  Ind.;  Kim  Wagoner,  Elkhart  (First), 
Ind.;  John  Howenstine,  Canton  (Trinity),  Ohio;  Tim  De- 
Laughter,  North  Manchester,  Ind.;  Karen  Robins,  Tuc- 
son (First),  Ariz.;  and  Eric  Bargerhuff,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Responsibilities  of  the  Steering  Committee  include: 
setting  priorities  and  goals;  planning  the  ongoing  youth 
ministry  of  The  Brethren  Church;  and  setting  policies 
and  guidelines.  To  be  considered  for  election  to  the  com- 
mittee, nominees  must  be  members  of  National  BYIC,  be 
present  at  the  convention,  agree  to  serve  for  a  one-year 
term,  and  attend  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 

The  Steering  Committee  has  met  twice  since  the  con- 


vention (September  7-9  and  October  21)  and  is  taking  its 
leadership  role  seriously. 

National  BYIC  Council  —  The  council  has  been 
restructured  to  include  the  Steering  Committee  and  two 
representatives  from  each  district.  Council  will  conduct 
most  of  the  business  of  National  BYIC  and  provide  dis- 
trict input  to  the  Steering  Committee.  District  youth 
advisors  and  the  national  Youth  Ministry  Task  Force  are 
also  encouraged  to  attend  Council  meetings  for  personal 
enrichment  and  communication  purposes. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  restructured  council  will 
be  December  7-9  at  Ohio  Camp  Bethany. 

National  BYIC  Convention  —  The  amount  of  busi- 
ness conducted  by  the  convention  will  be  diminished  so 
more  time  may  be  devoted  to  personal  spiritual  growth 
and  development.  However,  the  convention  will  annually 
elect  members  of  the  Steering  Committee  and  select  the 
national  fund-raising  project. 

These  changes  are  intended  to  help  Brethren  youth 
develop  a  sense  of  responsibility  for  their  own  program- 
ming and  to  learn  practical  leadership  skills.  ' 
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Goshen  Church  Sets  Attendance  Record 
At  October  14  Friend  Day  Celebration 


Goshen,  Ind.  —  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Goshen  had  an  all-time 
record  attendance  of  344  on  Sunday 
morning,  October  14,  when  the  con- 
gregation celebrated  Friend  Day. 

Preparations  for  this  special  day 
began  eight  weeks  earlier,  when  Sun- 
day school  teachers  and  the  Public 
Relations  Committee  met  to  plan  for 
the  event.  As  an  act  of  faith,  they  set 
an  attendance  goal  of  350  for  the  day, 
well  above  the  record  attendance  of 
296  set  during  the  church's  first 
Friend  Day  celebration  held  in  1989, 
and  more  than  double  the  average 
morning  worship  attendance  of  152. 

The  means  for  meeting  this  goal 
included  a  mailing  to  all  non-active 
members,  announcements  each  week 
during  Sunday  school  classes,  use  of 
free  radio  advertising,  in-house  ad- 
vertising material,  use  of  community 
bulletin  boards  to  display  Friend  Day 
posters,  and  newspaper  advertising. 
But  the  most  effective  means  of  all 
was  the  commitment  of  each  member 
to  invite  someone  to  attend.  A  supply 


Williamstown 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
make  our  building  stand  out  in  the 
community.  However,  it  is  only  the 
people  within  the  church  that  can 
make  the  church  visible  and  grow. 
This  church  is  not  here  as  a  monu- 
ment of  beauty,  but  [as]  a  house  of 
worship  and  fellowship  for  the  living 
God  and  His  family." 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Mark  Ray 


of  invitations  was  made  available  to 
all  members,  and  each  person  was 
encouraged  to  follow  up  these  invita- 
tions with  personal  phone  calls. 

When  Friend  Day  arrived,  the  con- 
gregation rejoiced  to  witness  people 
pouring  into  the  church  building  on  a 
beautiful  fall  morning.  Name  tags 
were  given  to  both  members  and 
visitors,  with  visitors  also  receiving  a 
Friend  Day  packet  about  the  church. 
The  service  was  alive  with  warmth, 
thanksgiving,  and  a  bond  of  love. 

When  Pastor 
Don  Rowser  an- 
nounced that  the 
attendance  for  the 
worship  service 
was  344,  there 
were  no  sighs  of 
disappointment 
because  the  goal 
had  not  been  met. 
The  members 
sensed  that  God 
had  been  with 
them  as  they  had 
attempted  to 
reach  out  into  the 
community  and 
share  His  love. 

Following  the 
worship  service, 
all  were  invited  to 
partake  of  a  carry- 
in  meal  held  in  the 
church  fellowship 
hall.  Nearly  250 
people     enjoyed 


this  delicious  Brethren  meal. 

According  to  Friend  Day  chair- 
woman Peggy  Miller,  the  Goshen  con- 
gregation is  already  looking  forward 
to  Friend  Day  1991.  She  asks,  "Are  we 
discouraged  because  we  missed  our 
goal?"  She  immediately  responds, 
"Absolutely  not!  We  think  it  was  God's 
way  of  keeping  us  humble  enough  to 
try  harder  next  year.  He  has  blessed 
our  church  in  so  many  ways  that  we 
could  never  give  back  the  love  He  has 
bestowed  on  this  congregation.  We 
will  reach  out  again  next  year  to  more 
friends  to  share  this  exceptional  gift 
that  God  offers  to  all  who  are  willing 
to  believe." 

—  reported  by  Peggy  Miller 


Another  means  the  Goshen  Church  used  to  advertise  Friend  Day 
was  a  new  church  sign,  which  was  erected  this  fall.  The  sign  was  a 
special  project  of  the  youth,  with  some  help  from  the  adults. 


Martha  Longshore  Ader  Honored 
For  50  Years  as  Pianist/Organist 

Bradenton,  Fla.  —  Martha  Longshore  Ader 
was  honored  by  the  Bradenton  Brethren 
Church  recently  for  her  fifty  years  of  service 
as  a  pianist  and  organist  in  The  Brethren 
Church. 

Mrs.  Ader  started  playing  the  piano  at  the 
First  Brethren  Church  in  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
when  she  was  13  years  old.  Eighteen  years 
later  she  purchased  an  organ,  and  she  has 
been  playing  the  organ  ever  since.  She  played 
for  451/S  years  at  the  Mansfield  church,  which 
later  became  the  Walcrest  Brethren  Church, 
and  for  the  past  4  Vl  years  she  has  been  playing 
at  the  Brethren  Brethren  Church  in  Florida. 

The  Bradenton  Church  held  a  carry-in 
dinner  in  her  honor  and  presented  her  a  lovely 
cake  and  a  card  containing  $50. 

—  reported  by  Hillary  Pemelman 

December  1990 


Martha  Ader  receives  a  cake  from  Bradenton  Pastor  Buck  Garrett  honor- 
ing her  for  her  50  years  as  a  church  pianist  and  organist. 
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Liirwood  Brethren  Church  Celebrates 
64th  Annual  Homecoming  on  Oct.  14 


Linwood,  Md.  —  The  Linwood 
Brethren  Church,  which  this  year 
marked  the  85th  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  its  church  building,  held 
its  64th  annual  homecoming  on  Sun- 
day, October  14. 

For  Pastor  Robert  Keplinger,  the 
day's  activities  began  at  7:00  a.m., 
when  he  called  to  awaken  his  Sunday 
school  superintendent,  Buckey  Gar- 
ver.  Garver,  who  had  already  been 
awake,  continued  the  chain  of  "wake- 
up  calls"  by  phoning  his  Sunday 
school  teachers.  They,  in  turn,  called 
their  students,  who  then  phoned 
friends,  inviting  them  to  come  to  the 
church  that  morning. 

This  new  procedure  had  the  desired 
effect  and  produced  an  attendance  of 
60  at  Sunday  school  and  more  than 
150  at  worship.  According  to  Pastor 
Keplinger,  now  in  his  sixth  year  at 
Linwood,  it  was  the  biggest  crowd 
since  he  has  been  at  the  church. 

A  large  group  also  stayed  for  the 
lunch  that  followed.  In  the  afternoon, 
a  concert  by  the  Versetones,  a  group 
of  five  male  singers  from  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  attracted  about 
125  people  from  all  over  the  area. 


North  Manchester  Dedicates 
Improvements  to  Building 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  —  The 

North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church  held  a  service  of  dedication  on 
Sunday  morning,  October  14th,  for 
the  many  improvements  made  to  the 
church  building  during  the  past  year. 

One  of  the  major  improvements  was 
a  new  heating/cooling  system  for  the 
entire  building,  which  replaced  the 
building's  original  heating  system. 
The  new  system  was  installed  early 
enough  in  the  year  that  the  congrega- 
tion was  able  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
the  air  conditioning  during  the  hot 
days  of  summer. 

Another  major  improvement  was 
the  installation  of  storm  windows  out- 
side the  stained  glass  windows  both  to 
protect  the  windows  and  to  provide 
insulation.  In  addition,  the  entire 
building  was  re-carpeted  with  wall- 
to-wall  carpeting.  And  the  grand 
piano  in  the  sanctuary  is  being  rebuilt 
and  refinished. 

Memorial  gifts  have  been  helpful  in 
covering  the  cost  of  these  improve- 
ments. Special  gifts  were  given  in 
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To  ensure  a  successful  day,  special 
"task  groups"  had  been  appointed, 
each  with  its  own  area  of  respon- 
sibility. Charles  Sayler  chaired  the 
care  task  group,  which  contacted  in- 
active and  former  members.  The 
church  preparation  task  group,  which 
arranged  wreaths  and  flowers,  was 
headed  by  Diana 
Dixon. 

Elizabeth  Myers 
and  her  prayer 
task  group  so- 
licited prayer  re- 
quests. The  pro- 
gram for  the  day 
was  planned  by  a 
committee  headed 
by  Wayne  Low- 
man,  while  Buckey 
Garver  chaired  a 
group  in  charge  of 
greeting  wor- 
shipers. The  food 
task  group  was 
chaired  by  Vir- 
ginia Hook,  and 
financial  matters 
were  under  the 
guidance  of  LaRue 


Sipes.  Reva  Blacksten  took  care  of 
historical  matters  and  also  executed  a 
picture  of  the  church  building  in 
counted  cross-stitch,  which  picture 
she  presented  to  Pastor  and  Mrs. 
Keplinger. 

All  these  groups  working  together 
made  for  a  very  successful  homecom- 
ing celebration. 

—  from  a  report  of  the  event  written 
by  Richard  Eichman  that  appeared  in 
Neighborhoods  of  West  Carroll,  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  Carrol  County  Times. 


Pastor  Bob  and  Dee  Keplinger  display  the  counted  cross- 
stitch  picture  of  t?ie  Linwood  Church  building  done  by  Reva 
Blacksten  (I.). 


memory  of  Ernest  E.  Eschback,  in- 
cluding two  seven-branch  brass  can- 
delabra and  tube  candles,  and  two 
chairs,  a  table,  and  a  light  for  the  foyer 
adjacent  to  the  church  offices. 
—  reported  by  LaVeta  Immel,  cor.  sec. 


Rev.  James  F.  Black  Installed 
As  Pastor  at  New  Lebanon 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio  —  Rev. 
James  F.  Black  was  installed  as  pas- 
tor of  The  Brethren  Church  at  New 
Lebanon  and  his  wife,  Susie,  was 
received  as  the  wife  of  the  pastor 
during  the  morning  worship  service 
on  Sunday,  November  4. 

Those  in  charge  of  the  installation 
service  were  church  moderator  Clair 
Miller,  who  received  the  Blacks  into 
membership  in  the  congregation; 
Charles  Wiltrout,  who  asked  Rev. 
Black  about  his  call  and  commitment 
to  the  church  at  New  Lebanon;  Perry 
Deeter,  who  led  the  congregational 
response;  and  Bob  Yordy,  who  gave 
the  charge  to  Pastor  Black.  Rev. 
Black's  parents,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James 
R.  Black,  were  present  for  the  service, 
and  the  elder  Rev.  Black  offered  the 


prayer  during  the  laying-on-of-hands. 
The  new  pastor  himself  delivered  the 
sermon  during  the  worship  service. 

The  Blacks  began  serving  the 
Brethren  congregation  at  New 
Lebanon  on  October  21,  and  were  wel- 
comed with  a  carry-in  dinner  on  that 
day.  In  preparation  for  the  Blacks' 
move  to  New  Lebanon,  the  parsonage 
was  also  renovated. 

Rev.  Black  is  a  1984  graduate  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and 
served  the  Gretna,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church  for  six  years  before  accepting 
a  call  to  the  New  Lebanon  church.  The 
Blacks  have  two  chidlren,  Matthew 
(10)  and  Nathaniel  (7). 

—  reported  by  Bob  Yordy 

CLeaR-TV  Calls  Off  Boycott 
Of  Burger  King  Restaurants 

Tupelo,  Miss.  —  Christian  Leaders 
for  Responsible  Television  (CLeaR- 
TV)  has  called  off,  effective  November 
1,  the  one-year  boycott  of  Burger 
King  Restaurants  that  was  begun  in 
September. 

The  boycott,  which  was  started  be- 
cause of  (continued  on  page  22) 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

"0  COME,  0  COME,  IMMANUEL" 

The  title  above  is  the  name  of  a  beautiful  Christmas  carol.  "Immanuel"  means  "GOD 
WITH  US."  It  comes  from  the  prophet  Isaiah,  who  spoke  about  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ 
hundreds  of  years  before  He  was  born.  Here  is  part  of  the  message  that  God  gave 
Isaiah  to  tell: 

Therefore  the  Lord  himself  will  give  you  a  sign:  The  virgin  will  be  with  child  and 
will  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  will  call  him  Immanuel.  Isaiah  7:1 4,  niv 

At  Christmas  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus.  God  loved  us  so  much  that  God  Him- 
self became  human,  born  to  live  and  to  die  and  to  live  again  so  that  God  could  ALWAYS 
be  with  us.  He  did  this  so  that  even  sin  and  death  could  not  separate  us  from  Himself. 

But  Jesus  was  not  just  with  us  in  the  past,  when  He  lived  on  earth.  He  is  "God  with 
us"  today,  even  at  this  very  moment.  He  promised  just  before  He  went  into  heaven,  "And 
surely  I  will  be  with  you  always,  to  the  very  end  of  the  age"  (Matthew  28:20,  niv). 

Not  only  was  Jesus  with  people  in  the  past;  and  not  only  is  He  with  us  in  the 
present;  but  He  also  said  that  He  would  return  again  in  the  future.  The  Apostle  John,  in 
the  Book  of  Revelation,  wrote  about  the  coming  return  of  Jesus  in  much  the  same  way 
that  Isaiah  told  about  Jesus'  birth  long  before  it  happened. 

So  rejoice  at  Christmas!  The  Almighty  Creator  of  the  whole  universe  became 
human  FOR  US  in  order  that  ".  .  .  neither  death  nor  life,  neither  angels  nor  demons, 
neither  the  present  nor  the  future,  nor  any  powers,  neither  height  nor  depth,  nor  anything 
else  in  all  creation,  will  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord"  (Romans  8:38-39,  niv). 


Prophecies  About  Jesus 

Use  your  Bible  to  find  these  Scripture  passages.  Draw  a  line  between  the  reference 
on  the  left  that  gives  a  prophecy  about  Jesus  and  the  passage  on  the  right  that  tells 
about  the  fulfillment  of  that  prophecy. 

Isaiah  7:14  Matthew    21:4-9 

Micah  5:2  Matthew  1 :1 8-24 

Zechariah9:9  Matthew    2:1-12 


Christmas  Ornaments 

To  make  Christmas  ornaments,  use  clean  lids  from 
frozen  orange  juice  cans.  Ask  an  adult  to  help  you  make  a 
hole  near  the  edge  of  the  lid  with  a  hammer  and  nail.  Use 
permanent  markers  to  draw  Christmas  symbols  such  as  a 
star,  manger  scene,  angel,  or  crown  on  the  lids.  Thread 
colorful  yarn  or  ribbon  through  the  holes  and  tie  a  knot. 
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From 
The 


"learn  to  fly  like  eagles."  He  exhorted  the 
men  to  beware  of  idle  time,  to  follow  the 
Golden  Rule,  and  to  heed  the  Word  of  God. 


According  to  Midwest  District  Men  With  a 
Mission  president  John  Rieger,  the  retreat 
was  a  big  success. 


The  Men  With  a  Mission  of  the  Mid- 
west District  held  their  third  annual  retreat 
November  2-3  at  the  Mulvane  Brethren 
Church.  The  retreat  began  with  an  evening 
meal  on  Friday,  followed  by  a  worship  serv- 
ice. Guest  speaker  for  this  service  was 
Sheryl  Samuelson,  who  does  relief  work  in 
disaster  areas  and  on  the  mission  field. 
Other  participants  in  the  service  included 
Mulvane  choir  leader  Jim  T.  Jards,  who  led 
the  song  service;  Midwest  District  Mod- 
erator John  Wherman,  who  gave  a  short 
greeting;  and  Rev.  Jim  Koontz,  pastor  of  the 
Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Brethren  Church,  who  led 
a  question  and  answer  time.  The  Saturday 
morning  program  opened  with  a  fellowship 
breakfast  followed  by  a  message  by  Rev. 
Koontz  in  which  he  challenged  the  men  to 

Boycott  Ended 

(continued  from  page  20) 
the  high  level  of  sex,  violence,  and 
profanity  in  television  programs  sponsored 
by  Burger  King,  was  ended  when  Burger 
King  Corporation  officials  told  CLeaR- 
TV's  executive  committee  that  the  corpora- 
tion had  changed  it  advertising  policy.  To 
show  the  seriousness  of  their  intent,  Burger 
King  officials  agreed  to  run  a  half-page  ad 
in  more  than  550  newspapers  on  November 
4  declaring  the  corporation's  support  of 
traditional  American  values  on  television 
and  pledging  to  support  such  programs  with 
its  advertising  dollars. 


Ashland,  Ohio 

—  More  than  70 
Ashland  area 
pastors  and 
church  leaders 
heard  a  presen- 
tation by  Dr. 
Kenneth  Barker 
on  The  Holy 
Bible,  New  In- 
ternational Ver- 
sion, at  a  break- 
fast hosted 
November  15  by 
The  Carpenter 's 
Shop  and  Zon- 

dervan  Publishing.  Dr.  Barker  was  editor  of  the  NIV  Study  Bible  and  one  of  the  100 
translators  of  the  NIV.  Here  he  talks  with  Park  Street  pastor  Arden  Gilmer  (I.)  and  The 

Carpenter 's  Shop  manager  Pat  Dovey.  Photo  and  caption  by  Ronald  W.  Waters 
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Oak  Hill  Member  Ollie  Foy 
Honored  on  80th  Birthday 

Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.  —  Ollie  Foy,  a  member 
of  the  Oak  Hill  First  Brethren  Church,  was 
honored  by  her  family  on  October  27  with 
a  surprise  party  on  the  occasion  of  her 
eightieth  birthday. 
The  party 
was  held  at 
the  Oak  Hill 
Church,  and 
members  of 
the  congre- 
gation as 
well  as 

Ollie's  many 
other  friends 
were  invited 
to  attend. 
Among  those 
present  were  Ollie  Foy 


her  daughter,  Judy  Tinkel,  and  husband 
Paul,  pastor  of  the  Milford,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church;  Ollie's  daughter,  Janet 
Vargo,  and  husband  George;  and  Ollie's 
granddaughter,  Paula  Gray,  and  husband 
Dan,  pastor  of  the  Sarasota,  Fla.,  First 
Brethren  Church.  Also  in  attendance  were 
six  grandchildren  and  ten  great 
grandchildren. 

Ollie  received  various  gifts,  including  a 
money  tree  and  a  plaque  from  the  church 
with  three  hearts  and  inscribed  with  her 
name  and  the  words  "faith,  hope,  and 
love." 

The  party  was  a  complete  surprise  to 
Ollie,  despite  the  fact  that  a  public  invita- 
tion had  been  placed  in  the  local  news- 
paper. The  section  of  that  paper  contain- 
ing the  invitation  had  been  removed  from 
Ollie's  copy,  causing  her  to  threaten  not 
to  pay  for  that  day's  paper.  Since  the 
party,  she  has  changed  her  mind! 

—  reported  by  R.  Rogusky,  cor.  sec. 


In  Memory 

Elmer  "Bud"  Smith,  57,  November  15.  Mem- 
ber for  2 1  years  of  the  St.  James  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Pastor  Brian  Moore. 
Lamar  Cripe,  89,  November  13.  Member  for  50 
years  of  the  Elkhart  First  Brethren  Church,  where 
he  served  as  an  usher.  Services  by  Pastor 
Timothy  P.  Garner. 

Sarah  Thomas,  7 1 ,  November  6.  Member  of  the 
South  Bend  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Larry  R.  Baker. 

Helen  C.  Kruse,  86,  November  2.  Member  for 
more  than  40  years  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 
Roy  Wilson  Waggy,  74,  November  1 .  Friend  of 
the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Rev.  Jerry  Williams  and  Pastor  Pat  Velanzon. 
Albert  Fritz,  78,  October  31.  Active  member 
since   1938  of  the  Falls  City  First  Brethren 
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Church,  where  he  served  as  Sunday  school  super- 
intendent and  for  more  than  40  years  as  a  Sunday 
school  teacher.  Services  by  Pastor  Curt  Nies  and 
Rev.  Dave  Manning. 

Charles  E.  Blacksten,  85,  October  28.  Member 
for  70  years  and  deacon  for  many  years  of  the 
Linwood  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Pastor 
Robert  Keplinger  and  Rev.  Hays  Logan. 

Richard  Holmes,  65,  September  18.  Member  for 
9  years  of  the  Ft.  Wayne  Meadow  Crest  Brethren 
Church  and  prior  to  that  a  member  of  the 
Roanoke  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Meadow  Crest  Pastor  Richard  A.  Austin. 

Ben  Schrock,  94,  July  2 1 .  Member  for  65  years 
of  the  Goshen  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Youth  Pastor  Glenn  Black. 

Thelma  Conrad,  84,  July  14.  Member  of  the 
Goshen  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Youth  Pastor  Glenn  Black. 


Joseph  A.  Tracy,  87,  July  8.  Member  of  the 
Goshen  First  Brethren  Church  and  former  mem- 
ber and  deacon  of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church. 
He  and  his  wife  Edna  served  as  lay  missionaries 
at  Krypton,  Ky.,  for  3  years.  Services  by  Pastor 
Donald  Rowser,  son-in-law  of  the  deceased. 

Goldenaires 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Abell,  50th,  November  9. 
Members  of  the  Roann  First  Brethren  Church. 
Forrest  and  Margaret  Schave,  50th,  August  19. 
Members  and  deacon  and  deaconess  of  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Milledgeville:  1  by  transfer 

Pleasant  View:  2  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

Goshen:  10  by  bapt.,  1  reclaimed,  13  by  trans. 
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BRETHREN  MEN  OF  MISSION 


1990-1991  GOALS 

The  goal  of  the  Brethren  Men  should  be  Home  Mis- 
sions. As  an  organization  within  The  Brethren  Church, 
we  need  a  commitment  to  be  a  vital  part  of  the  spiritual 
development  and  programming  of  the  church.  Home 
Missions  is  an  ongoing  area  of  need  that  offers  great 
opportunity  for  involvement.  This  commitment  to  the 
Home  Missions  effort  will  involve  all  elements  of 
stewardship:  we  will  pray,  we  will  give  and  we  will  be- 
come personally  involved  —  all  in  cooperation  with  the 
Director  of  Home  Missions. 

Initial  Home  Mission  Goals 

1 .  Increase  Awareness  and  Support  of  Home  Missions. 

•  Conduct  a  service  annually  to  promote  local  con- 
gregational support  of  Home  Missions. 

2.  Growth  Partners/Door  Keepers/Faith  Builders  (finan- 
cial commitment). 

•  A  25%  increase  in  the  level  of  denominational  giving. 

•  Increase  the  number  of  financial  supporters  to  at 
least  1 0%  of  each  congregation's  growth  index. 

3.  Become  involved  with  the  Brethren  Construction 
Fellowship. 

•  Support  the  development  of  Home  Mission  facilities 
by  commitment  to  be  available  for  actual  physical 
work  when  needed  and  asked  for  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 

4.  Be  Recruiters. 

•  Commitment  to  encourage  and  recruit  youth  to  be- 
come pastors  or  to  become  involved  in  full-time 
Christian  service. 

The  Home  Mission  Board  goals,  as  they  are  refined 
and  expanded  in  the  future,  will  be  a  guide  to  the  further 
development  of  the  Brethren  Men  of  Mission's  goals. 

Suggested  Activities  and  Responsibilities 
Activities: 

1.  Adopt  daily  devotional  regimen  or  program  for  par- 
ticipation of  local  men. 

2.  Organize  one  men-and-boys  event  during  the  year. 

3.  Organize  one  work  project  in  conjuction  with  the  trus- 
tees of  the  local  church  or  district  camp. 

4.  Organize  a  joint  fellowship  with  the  local  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  local  church  women. 

5.  Conduct  a  Bible  study  and  prayer  meeting  (break- 
fast) in  cooperation  with  the  pastor  at  least  quarterly. 

6.  Be  involved  with  visitation  of  local  members,  jail 
ministry,  nursing  home,  or  prospective  believers  in 
cooperation  with  the  local  pastor  at  least  two  times 
per  year. 

7.  Provide  a  time  of  fellowship  for  the  pastor  and  family 
and/or  deacons  to  honor  their  service. 

8.  Have  a  joint  meeting  with  at  least  one  other  local 
gregation's  Brethren  Men's  organization  or  men's 
group. 


Activities  continued 

9.  Support  the  district  Brethren  Men's  organization  with 
project  giving  and  attendance  at  scheduled  meet- 
ings. 

Responsibilities: 

1.  Each  local  organization  to  send  a  list  of  members' 
names  and  addresses  including  officers  along  with 
$2.00  per  member  dues  to  the  national  treasurer  by 
April  1. 

2.  Each  local  organization  is  to  send  a  contribution  for 

the  national  treasurer  by  August  31 . 

3.  Actively  support  local  church  programs  and  activities 
whenever  possible. 

4.  Report  accomplishment  of  these  and  other  activities, 
responsibilities  and  goals  to  the  national  secretary  by 

July  1. 

PROJECTS  FOR  1990-1991 

1 .  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Brethren  Stu- 
dent Scholarship  (Project  since  1 973)    ...    $1 ,000 

2.  Brethren  Publications/Home  Missions  Endow- 
ment Fund  ($4,000  pledged  over  ten  years)  .    $500 

3.  Ashland  University  Brethren  Student  Aid 
Fund  and  Riverside  Christian  Training 

School     . Equal  Shares* 

The  balance  of  the  funds  on  hand  as  of  December 
31,  1991  (after  all  expenses  paid  and  retaining  a 
$100  operating  balance)  shall  be  equally  distributed. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1990-91 

President:  Ken  Van  Duyne,  115  College  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, OH  44805,    419-281-4891 

President-Elect:  Dorman  Ronk,  1325  Carriage  Hill  Ct., 
Ashland,  OH  44805,     419-281-3050 

Past  President:  Jim  Ford,  23100  Stanton  Rd., 
Lakeville,  IN  46536,     219-784-3635 

Secretary:  Gene  A.  Geaslen,  1023  County  Road  128, 
Fremont,  OH  43420,     419-332-7092 

Assistant  Secretary:  Eugene  Robbins,  6305  Hawkins 
Rd.,  Sarasota,  FL  33582,     813-924-1604 

Treasurer:  Bruce  Gorrell,  4178  East  110  North, 
Roanoke,  IN  46783,     219-672-3137 

Assistant  Treasurer:  Stanley  Gentle,  Missionary 
Board,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805,  419- 
289-1708 

Trustees:  1991 — Louis  J.  Finks,  Southeastern;  John 
Rieger,  Midwest;  Lynn  Brown,  South- 
west 

1992 — DeWayne  Lusch,  Indiana;  William 
Shultz,  Pennsylvania;  Richard 
Hutchison,  Central 

1993— Paul  Yoder,  Florida;  Don  Tkacz, 
Ohio;  Don  Huse,  California 
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"The  father  gave  the  Son,  the  Son  gave  the 

Spirit, 
The  Spirit  gives  us  life,  so  tve  can  give  the 

gift  of  love. 
Slnd  the  gift  goes  on  and  on  and  on! 

The  Gift  Goes  On,"  by  Ron  Harris  and  Claire  Cloninger.  ©  1983  Ron  Harris  Music  (ASCAP).  CCLI  License  #200414. 

For  believers,  Christmas  is  much  more  than  a  time  for  family 
gatherings  and  warm  feelings.  It  is  the  season  to  remember 
God's  great  love  for  us  —  a  love  so  overwhelmingly  wonderful 
that  He  sent  His  greatest  Gift  —  His  unique  Son  Jesus  to  dwell 
among  us  and  to  provide  the  ransom  for  our  sin. 

And  the  gift  goes  on! 

In  addition  to  your  gift-giving  to  family  and  friends  this 
holiday  season,  consider  also  giving  a  gift  that  can  have 
eternal  benefit  —  a  gift  to  show  your  love  and  appreciation  for 
your  salvation  through  Christ  —  by  contributing  to  the 
denominational  ministries  of  The  Brethren  Church. 


Soon    you    will    receive    a    letter 
offering  you  an  opportunity  to 
make  your  gift  of  love,  to  assure 
that  your  gift  of  salvation  goes  on 
and  on  and  on  .  .  . 


Have  a  Merry  Christmas. 
And  remember  the  great- 
est Gift  of  all! 


The  Brethren  Church,  Inc. 

524  College  Ave. 

Ashland,  OH  44805 
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